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ADVERTISEMENT. 



The Publishers apologize for the delay in issuing 
this volume, which was announced by them as in 
press, more than one year since, shortly after the de- 
cease of its illustrious subject. Gov. Seward, in 
undertaking its preparation, was well aware of the 
engrossing attention which his professional duties re- 
quired, but looked constantly for relaxation from his 
multiplied business engagements, in the hope that he 
might be able to complete the work commenced by 
him. It however became necessary for its timely 
completion, to obtain the literary assistance of an able 
writer, who has, under his auspices, completed the 
work. The Publishers confidently believe, that it will 
in all respects, be received as a faithful and impartial 
history of the Life of the *' Old Man Eloquent," and 
worthy a place in the library of every friend of liberty 
and humanity. 

Auburn, April, 1849. 
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FBEFACE. 



TtiE claims of ihia volume are htimblc. For mom 
than half a ceolury Jomf Qumcr Adauq had oceu«^ 
pied a pTomifient position before the American people, 

and filled a large space in his country i history. His 
calmer was protracted to extreme old age. He out* 
lived political enmity and party rancor His purity 
of life — his efev ated and patriotic principles of action 
— his love of country, and devotion to its interesta^ — 
his advocacy of human tVeedom, and the rights of man 
— brought all to honor and love him. Admiring legis- 
lators hung with rapture on the lips of "the Old Man 
Eloquent,'* and millions eagerly perused the sentU 
menls he uttered, as they were scattered by the presi 
in every town and hamlet of the Western Continent, 
At hia decease, there was a general desire expressed 
for a history of his life and times, A work of this de- 
scription was understood to be in preparation by hii 
ftimily. It was not probable, however, that this could 
appear under several years, and when published, 
would undoubtedly be placed, by its size and cost, be- 
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yond the reach of the great mass of readers. In 
view of these circumstancest there was an evident 
want of a volume of more limited compass — a book 
which would come within the means of the people 
generally, — and adapted not only for libraries, and the 
higher classes of society, but would find its way into 
the midst of those moving in the humbler walks of life. 
To supply this want, the present work has been pre- 
pared. The endeavor has been made to compress 
withm a brief compass, the principal events of the life 
of Mr. Adams, and the scenes in which he participated ; 
and to portray the leading traits of character which 
distinguished him from his contemporaries. It has 
been the aim to present such an aspect of the history 
and principles of this wonderful man, as shall do jus- 
tice to his memory, and afibrd an example which the 
youth of America may profitably imitate in seeking 
for a model by which to shape their course through 
life. How far this end has been attained, an intelli- 
gent and candid public must determine. 
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THE LIFE OF JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 



CHAPTER I. 

THX ANCESTBTy BIBTH, AND CHILDHOOD, OF JOHN QUINCT 
▲DAMS. 

The Puritan Pilgrims of the May-Flower landed on 
Plymouth Rock, and founded the Colony of Massa- 
chusetts, on the 21st day of December, 1620. 

Henry Adams, the founder of the Adams family in 
America, fled from ecclesiastical oppression in England, 
and joined the Colony at a very early period, but at 
what precise time is not recorded. He erected his 
humble dwelling at a place within the present town of 
QuiNCY, then known as Mount Wollaston, and is 
believed to have been an inhabitant when the first 
Christian Church was gathered there in 1639. On the 
oi^nization of the town of Braintree, which com- 
prised the place of his residence, he was elected Clerk 
of the Town. He died on the eighth day of October, 
1646. His memory is preserved by a plain granite 
monument, erected in the burial-ground at Quincy, 
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18 LIFE OF JOHN aUINCT ADAMS. 

by John Adams, President of the United States, and 
bearing this inscription : — 

In Mtmors 



HENRY ADAMS, 

Who took his flight (Tom the Dragon Penecatioii in De^onihire, in 
Eogland, and alighted with eight aonti, near Mount WoUaston. 
One of the aoni returned to England, and after taking time 
to explore the country, four removed to Medfield and 
the neighboring towns; two to Chelmsford. One 
only, Joseph, who lies here at his left hand, 
remained here, who was an original pro- 
prietor in the Township of Braintree, 
incorporated in the year 1639. 

This stone, and several others, have been placed in this yard, by a 
great-great-grandson, from a veneration of the piety, humility, simpli- 
city, prudence, patience, temperance, frugality, industry, and persever- 
ance of his ancestors, in hopes of recommending an imitation of their 
virtues to their posterity. 

Joseph Adams, the son of Henry Adams mentioned 
in the above inscription, died on the sixth of Decem- 
ber, 1694, aged sixty-eight years. Joseph, the next in 
succession, died February 12th, 1736, at the age of 
eighty-four years. His son John Adams, was a Dea- 
con of the Church at Quincy, and died May 25th, 
1761, aged seventy years. This John Adams was the 
father of him who was destined to give not only un- 
dying fame to his ancient family, but a new and powerful 
impulse to the cause of Human Freedom throughout 
the world. 

John Adams, son of John Adams and Susannah 
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Boylston Adams, was born at Quincy on the nine- 
teenth day of October (old style), 1735. He received 
the honors of Harvard University in 1755, and then, 
in pursuance of a good old New England custom, 
which made those who had enjoyed the benefits of a 
public education, in turn impart those benefits to the 
public, he was occupied for a time in teaching. 

It ought to encourage all young men in straitened 
circumstances, desirous of obtaining a profession and 
of rising to eminence, to know that John Adams, who 
became so illustrious by talents and achievement as to 
lend renown to the office of President of the United 
States, pursued the study of the law under the incon- 
veniences resulting from his occupation as an instruc- 
tor in a Grammar School. 

John Adams was an eminent and successful lawyer, 
but it was not the design of his existence that his tal- 
ents should be wasted in the contentions of the courts. 

The British Parliament, as soon as the Colonies had 
attracted their notice, commenced a system of legisla- 
tion known as the Colonial System, the object of 
which was to secure to the mother country a monop- 
oly of their trade, and to prevent their rising to a con- 
dition of strength and independence. The effect of 
this system was to prevent all manufactures in the Col- 
onies, and all trade with foreign countries, and even 
with the adjacent plantations. 

The Colonies remonstrated in vain against this pol- 
icy, but owing to popular dissatisfaction, the regula- 
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tions were not rigidly enforced. At length an Order 
in Council was passed, which directed the officers of 
the customs in Massachusetts Bay, to execute the acts 
of trade. A question arose in the Supreme Court of 
that province in 1761, upon the constiludonal right of 
the British Parliament to bind the Colonies, The trial 
produced great excitemenL The cause was argued 
for the Crown by the King's Attorney-Generai, and 
against the laws by James Otis, 

It will be seen that the question thus involved was 
the very one that was finally submitted to the arbi- 
trament of arms in the American Revolution. The 
speech of Otis on the occasion, was an eflbrt of sur- 
passing ability. John Adams was a witness, and he 
recorded his opinion of it, and his opinion of the mag- 
nitude of the question, thus : 

'*Otis was a flame of fire ! With a promptitude of 
classical allusionp a depth of research, a rapfd summary 
of historical events and dates, a profusion of legal au- 
thorities, a prophetic glance of his eyes into futurity^ a 
rapid torrent of impetuous eloquence, he hurried away 
all before him. Ajii£iticAN iNnEPE^fDENCE was then 
and there born. Every man of an unusually crowded 
audience, opfjeared to me to go away ready to take up 
arms against Writs of Assistance." 

Speaking on the same subject^ on another occasion, 
John Adams said that ** James Otis then and there 
breathed into this nation the breath of life/' 
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From that day John Adams was an enthusiast for 
the independence of his country. 

In 1764 he married Abigail, daughter of the Rever- 
end William Smith, of Weymouth. The mother of 
John Quincy Adams was a woman of great beauty 
and high intellectual endowments, and she combined, 
with the proper accomplishments of her sex, a sweets 
ness of disposition, and a generous sympathy with the 
patriotic devotion of her illustrious husband. 

In 1765, the British Parliament, in contempt of the 
discontent of the Colonies, presumptuously passed the 
Stamp Act ; a law which directed taxed stamped pa- 
per to be used in all legal instruments in the Colonies. 
The validity of the law was denied ; and while Patrick 
Henry was denouncing it in Virginia, James Otis and 
John Adams argued against it before the Grovemor 
and Council of Massachusetts. 

The occasion called forth from John Adams a "Dis- 
sertation on the Canon and Feudal Laws," — a work, 
which although it was of a general character in regard 
to government, yet manifested democratic sentiments 
unusual in those times, and indicated that republican 
institutions were the proper institutions for the Amer- 
ican People. 

The resistance to the stamp act throughout the Col- 
onies procured its repeal in 1766. But the British 
Government accompanied the repeal with an ungra- 
cious declaratory act, by which they asserted "that 
the Parliament had, and of right ought to have, power 
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to bind the Colonies, in all cases whatsoever.'' In the 
next year a law was passed, which imposed duties in 
the Colonies, on glass, paper, paints, and tea. The 
spirit of insubordination manifested itself throughout 
the Colonies, and, inasmuch as it radiated^from Boston, 
British ships of war were stationed in its harbor, 
and two regiments of British troops were thrown in 
the town, to compel obedience. John Adams had 
now become known as the most intrepid, zealous, 
and indefatigable opposer of British usurpation. The 
Crown tried upon him in vain the royal arts so suc- 
cessful on the other side of the Atlantic. The Gover- 
nor and Council offered him the place of Advocate 
General in the Court of Admiralty, an office of great 
value ; he declined it, "decidedly, peremptorily, but re- 
spectfully." 

At this interesting crisis, John Quinct Adams was 
born, at Quincy, on the 11th of July, 1767. A lesson, 
full of instruction concerning the mingled influences 
of piety and patriotism in New England, at that time, 
is furnished to us by the education of the younger 
Adams. Nor can we fail to notice that each of those 
virtues retained its relative power over him, through- 
out his long and eventful life. He was brought into 
the church and baptized on the day after that on 
which he was born. 

John Quincy Adams, in one of his letters, thus men- 
tions the circumstances of his baptism: 

" The house at Mount Wollaston has a peculiar in- 
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terest to me, as the dwelling of my great-grandfather, 
whose name I bear. The incident which gave rise to 
this circumstance is not without its moral to my heart 
He was d}ring, when I was baptized ; and his daughter, 
my grandmother, present at my birth, requested that I 
might receive his name. The fact, recorded by my 
father at the time, has connected with that portion of 
my name, a charm of mingled sensibility and devotion. 
It was filial tenderness that gave the name. It was 
the name of one passing from earth to immortality. 
These have been among the strongest links of my at- 
tachment to the name of Quincy, and have been to 
me, through life, a perpetual admonition to do nothing 
unworthy of it*' 

It cannot be doubted that the character of the per- 
son from whom, in such afiecting circumstances, he 
derived an honorable patronymic, was an object of 
emulation. John Quincy was a gentleman of wealth, 
education, and influence. He was for a long time 
Speaker of the House of Representatives in Massachu- 
setts, and during many years one of His Majesty's 
Provincial Council. He was a faithful representative, 
and throughout his public services, a vigorous defender 
of the rights and liberties of the Colony. Exemplary 
in private life, and earnest in piety, he enjoyed thd 
public confidence, through a civil career of forty years' 
duration. 

The American Revolution was rapidly hurrying on 
during the infancy of John Quincy Adams. In 1769, 
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the citizens of Boston held a meeting in which they 
instructed their representatives in the Provincial L^- 
islature to resist the usurpations of the British Govern- 
ment. John Adams was chairman of the committee 
that prepared these instructions, and his associates 
were Richard Dana and Joseph Warren, the same dis- 
tinguished patriot who gave up his life as one of the 
earliest sacrifices to freedom, in the battle of Bunker 
Hill. 

Those instructions were expressed in the bold and 
decided tone of John Adams, and they increased the 
public excitement in the province, by the earnestness 
with which they insbted on the removal of the British 
troops from Boston. 

The popular irritation increased, until on the 5th of 
March, 1770, a collision occurred between the troops 
and some of the inhabitants of Boston, in which five 
citizens were killed, and many wounded. This was 
called the Bloody Massacre. The exasperated mhab- 
itants were with difficulty restrained from retaliating 
this severity by an extermination of all the British 
troops. A public meeting was held, and a committee, 
of which Samuel Adams was chairman, was appointed 
to address the Grovemor (Gage), and demand that the 
troops should be withdrawn. John Adams described 
the excitement, on a later occasion, in these words : 

*' Not only the immense assemblies of the people 
from day to day, but military arrangements from night 
to night, were necessary to keep the people and the 
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sddiers from getting together by the ears. The life of 
a red-coat would not have been safe in any street or 
comer of the town. Nor would the lives of the inhab- 
itants have been much more secure. The whole mili- 
tia of the city was in requisition, and military watches 
and guards were everywhere placed. We were all 
upon a level. No man was exempted: our military 
officers were our only superiors. I had the honor to 
be summoned in my turn, and attended at the State 
House with my musket and bayonet, my broadsword 
and cartridge-box, under the command of the famous 
Paddock.** 

The Governor withdrew the troops and sent them 
to the castle : the commanding officer and some of the 
soldiers were arrested, and brought to trial for murder. 

John Adams, the advocate and leader of the exaspe- 
rated people, was solicited by the Government to act 
as counsel for the accused. The people, in the heat 
of passion, would naturally identify the lawyer with 
his clients, and both with the odious cause in which 
they served. John Adams did not hesitate. His 
principle was fidelity to duty in all the relations of life. 
Adams, together with Josiah Quincy, defended the ac- 
cused with ability and firmness, and the result crowned 
not only the advocates, but the jury and the people 
of Boston with honor. Distinguishing between the 
Government, upon whom the responsibility rested, and 
the troops who were its agents, the jury acquitted the 
accused. The people sustained the verdict ; affi:)rding 

9 



Digitized by 



Google 



26 UFE OF JOHN aUINCT ADAMS. 

to Great Britain and to the world a noUe proof, that 
they had been well prepared by education lor the trust 
of self-government. 

The controversy between the Province of Massa- 
chusetts and the British Government continued, and 
the exasperation of the Colonies became more intense, 
until the destruction of the imported tea in the harbor, 
in December, 1773, incensed the Ministry so highly, 
that they procured an act closing the port of Boston. 
This act was followed by the convention of the first 
American Congress at Philadelphia, on the 5th of Sep- 
tember, 1774. As John Adams had been the master 
spirit in the agitation in Massachusetts, he was ap- 
pointed one of the Delegates to the General Congress. 
After his election, his friend Sewall, the King's Attor- 
ney General, labored earnestly to dissuade him from 
accepting the appointment. 

The Attorney General told the delegate that Great 
Britain was determined on her system, that her power 
was irresistible, and that he, and those with him who 
should persist in their designs of resistance, would be 
involved in ruin. 

John Adams replied, " I know Great Britain has de- 
termined on her system, and that very determination 
determines me on mine. You know I have been con- 
stant and uniform in opposition to her measures. The 
die is now cast. I have passed the Rubicon. Sink or 
swim, live or die, survive or perish with my country 
ii my unalterable determination." 
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It was these energetic and resolute ezpressioai 
which Daniel Webster wrought into so magnificent an 
imaginary speech, in his glowing Eulogy on John 
Adams and Thomas Jefferson. 

John Adams continued in Congress throughout the 
sessions of 1775 and 1776, and on all occasions was 
an intrepid and earnest advocate for Independence. 
On his motion, George Washington was appointed 
Commander in Chief of the Army. 

John Adams was the mover of Independence in the 
Congress. On the 6th of May, 1776, he brought the 
subject before that body, by a resolution expressed as 
follows : — 

''Whereas it appears perfectly irreconcilable to 
reason and good conscience, for the people of these 
Colonies now to take the oaths and affirmations neces- 
sary for the support of any government under the 
crown of Great Britain, and it b necessary that the 
exercise of every kind of authority under the said 
crown should be totally suppressed, and all the powers 
of government exerted under the authority of the 
people of the Colonies for the preservation of internal 
peace, virtue, and good order, as well as for the de- 
fence of their lives, liberties, and properties, against 
the hostile invasion, and cruel depredations of their 
enemies : — Therefore, it is recommended to the Colo- 
nies to adopt such a government as will, in the opinion 
of the representatives of the people^ best conduce to 
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the happiness and safety of their constituents, and of 
America." 

This resolution was adopted, and was followed by 
the appointment of a committee, on the motion of 
Richard Henry Lee, seconded by John Adams, to 
prepare a Declaration. Jhis committee consisted of 
Thomas Jefferson, John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, 
Roger Sherman, and Robert R. Livingston. Jefferson 
and Adams were a sub-committee, and the former pre- 
pared the Declaration, at the urgent request of the 
latter. 

Jefferson bore this testimony to the ability and power 
of John Adams. — '* The great pillar of support to the 
Declaration of Independence, and its ablest advocate 
and champion on the floor of the House, was John 
Adams." 

On the day after the Declaration of Independence 
was adopted, he wrote the memorable letter in which 
he said with prophetic unction, — " Yesterday the great- 
est question wa9 decided that ever was debated in 
America ; and greater, perhaps, never was or will be 
decided among men. A resolution was passed with- 
out one dissenting Colony, 'That the United States are, 
and of right ought to be, free and independent States.' 
The day is passed. The fourth day of July, 1776, will 
be a memorable epoch in the history of America. I am 
apt to believe it will be celebrated by succeeding gen- 
erations as a great anniversary festival. It ought to be 
commemorated as the day of deliverance, by solemn 
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acts of devotion to Almighty God. It ought to be sol- 
emnized with pomps, shows, games, sports, guns, bells, 
bonfires, and illuminations, from one end of the conti- 
nent to the other, from this time forward, forever. 
You may think me transported with enthusiasm, but I 
am not I am well aware of the toil, and blood, and 
treasure, that it will cost to maintain this Declaration, 
and support and defend these States : yet through all 
the gloom, I can see that the end is worth all the 
means ; and that posterity will triumph, although you 
and I may rue, which I hope we shall not." 

From this time, until November 1777, John Adams 
was incessantly employed in public duties in Congress, 
during the session of that body ; and during its recess, 
as a member of the State Council in Massachusetts. 
During this period, John Quincy was instructed at 
home, by her w^ho, in long after years, he was accus- 
tomed to call his almost adored mother, who was aided 
by a law-student in the office of his father. Edward 
Everett, in his Eulogy upon John Quincy Adams, 
made the very striking and just remark, that there 
seemed to be in his life no such stage as that of boy- 
hood. While yet but nine years old, he wrote to his 
father the following letter : 

BnttrUree^ June 2ndf 1777. 

Dear Sir, 

I love to receive letters very well ; much better than I love to 

write them. I make bat a poor figure at composition. My head ia 

much too fickle. My thonghta are running after bird's eggs, play 

and trifles, tilll get vexed with myself. Mammahasatioubleaome 
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task to keep me a studying. I own I am aahamed of myself. I 
kave bat just entered the thifd volume of Rdlin's History, bat de- 
signed to have got half through it by this time. I am determined 
this week to be more diligent Mr. Thaxter is absent at Court. I 
have set myself a stint this week, to read the third volume half out 
If I can but keep my resolution, I may again at the end of the wedc 
give a better account of myself. I wish, sir, you would give me in 
writing, some instructions with regard to the use of my time, and 
advise me how to proportion my studies and play, and I will keep 
them by me, and endeavor to follow them. 

With the present determination of growing better, I am, dear sir, 
your son, Jorni Quntcr Adams. 

P. S. Sir — ^If you will be so good as to &vor me with a blank 
book, I will transcribe the most remarkable passages I meet with 
in my reading, which wHl serve to fix them upon my mind. 

After making all just allowance Tor precocity of 
genius, we cannot but see that the early maturity of 
the younger Adams proves the great advantage of pure 
and intellectual associations in childhood. 

The time soon arrived when John Quincy Adams 
was to enjoy advantages of education such as were 
never afforded to any other American youth. Among 
the earliest acts of the American Congress, was the 
appointment of Benjamin Franklin, Silas Dean, and 
Arthur Lee, as Commissioners to France ; they were 
charged to solicit aid from France, and to negotiate a 
treaty, by which the Independence of the United 
States should be acknowledged by Louis Sixteenth, 
then at the height of his popularity. Silas Dean was 
recalled in 1776, and John Adams was appointed to 
fill his place. He embarked on this mission the 13th 
of February, 1778, in the frigate Boston, commanded 



Digitized by 



Google 



LIFE OF JOHN aUINCT ADAMS. 81 

by Captain Tucker. John Adams had gone down to 
Quincy, and the frigate called there to receive him on 
board. On the eve of embarkation he wrote the fol- 
lowing simple and touching letter to Mrs. Adams : 

*« UneU qutncifsr^ludf e^ 11 o'doek, 13 February, 1778. 

•* Deabest op Friends, 
"• I had not been twenty minutes in this house, before I had the 
happiness to see Captain Tucker and a midshipman coming for me. 
We will be soon on board, and may God prosper oar voyage in 
every stage of it as much as at the beginning, and send to you, my 
dear children, and all my friends, the choicest blessings! 

*^ So wishes and prays yours, with an ardor that neither absence, 
nor any other event can abate, 

" John Adams. 

''P. S. Johnny sends his duty to his mamma, and his love to his 
flisteia and brothers. He behaves like a man." 

**He behaves like a man!** — ^Words which gave 
presage of the future character of John Quincy Ad- 
ams. His education had now commenced : an educa- 
tion in the principles of heroic action, by John Adams, 
the colossus of the American Revolution. How de- 
voted he was to this important charge, and with what 
true philosophy he conducted it, may be seen by the 
following letter written about that time by him, to 
Mrs. Adams : 

^ Human nature, with all its infirmides and depravation, is still ca- 
pable of great things. It is capable of attaining to degrees of wis- 
dom and of goodness which we have reason to believe appear re* 
spectable in the estimation of superior intelligences. Education 
makes a greater cfifierence between man and man, than nature has 
made between man and brute. The virtues and powers to which 



Digitized by 



Google 



32 LIFE OF JOHH aUINCT ADAMS. 

men may be timined, by early edocatioQ and constant diadpline, aie 
truly sublime and astonishing. 

** Newton and Locke are examines of the deep sagacity which may 
be acquired by long habits ci thinking and study. Nay, your com- 
mon mechanics and artisans are proofs of the wonderful dexterity 
acquired by use ; a watchmaker, finishing his ixdieels and springs, 
a pin or needle-maker, Sic. I think there is a particular occupation 
in Europe, which is called paper staining, or linen staining. A 
man who has long been habituated to it, shall sit for a whole day, 
and draw upon paper various figures, to be imprinted upon the pa- 
per for rooms, as fast as his eye can roll and his fingers move, and 
no two of his draughts shall be alike. The Saracens, the Knights 
of Bialta, the army and navy in the service of the English Repub- 
lic, among many others, are instances to show to what an exalted 
height, valor or bravery or courage may be raised, by artificial 



''It should be your care therefore, and mine, to elevate the minds 
of our children, and exalt their courage, to accelerate and animate 
their industry and activity, to excite in them an habitual contempt 
of meanness, abhorrence of injustice and inhumanity, and an am- 
bition to excel in every capacity, faculty, and virtue. If we sufier 
their minds to grovel and creep in infancy, they will grovel and 
creep all their lives. 

** But their bodies must be hardened, as well as their souls ex- 
alted. Without strength, and activity and vigor of body, the bright- 
est mental excellencies will be eclipsed and obscured. 

•* JoHH Adams.** 



No one can read this extraordinary letter, and com- 
pare it with the actual character of John Quincy 
Adams as ultimately developed, without regarding that 
character as a fulfilment, in all respects, of the prayers 
and purposes of his illustrious parent. 

The voyage of the American Minister was made in 
a time of great peril. The naval supremacy of Great 
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Britain was already established. Her armed ships 
traversed the ocean in all directions. Captain Tucker 
saw a large English ship showing a row of guns, and 
with the consent of the Minister, engaged her. When 
hailed, she answered with a broadside. John Adams 
had been requested to retire to the cockpit, but when 
the engagement had begun, he was found among the 
marines, with a musket in his hands. 

The desired treaty with France had been consum- 
mated by Dr. Franklin, before the arrival of John 
Adams. After that event. Congress decided to have 
but one minister in that country, and Dr. Franklin 
having deservedly received the appointment, John 
Adams asked and obtained leave to return home, after 
an absence of a year and a half. During that period 
the younger Adams attended a public school in Paris, 
while his leisure hours were filled with the instructions 
casually derived from the conversation of John Adams, 
and Dr. Franklin, and other eminent intellectual per. 
sons, by whom his father was surrounded. The im- 
provement of the son during his sojourn abroad is thus 
mentioned by John Adams, just before his embark- 
ation on his return to America. 

** My son has had a great opportunity to see this 
country, but this has unavoidably retarded his educa- 
tion in some other things. He has enjoyed perfect 
health from first to last, and is respected wherever he 
goes, for his vigor and vivacity both of mind and 
body ; for his constant good-humor, and for his rapid 

2* 
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progress in French, as well as in general knowledge, 
which, for his age, is uncommon." 

John Adams now regarded his public life as closed. 
He wrote to Mrs. Adams : 

"The Congress, I presume, expect that I should 
come home, and I shall come accordingly. As they 
have no business for me in Europe, I must contrive to 
get some for myself at home. Prepare yourself for 
removing to Boston, into the old house, for there you 
shall go, and I will draw writs and deeds, and harangue 
juries, and be happy." 

This calculation was signally erroneous, as all cal- 
culations upon personal ease and peace by great and 
good men always are. He remained at home only 
three months, and during that time he had other and 
higher occupations than drawing writs and deeds. 
He was elected Delegate to the Convention chai^d 
with the responsible and novel duty of forming a writ- 
ten constitution for Massachusetts. In that body he 
labored with untiring assiduity, as in Congress; the 
c(H)8titution thus produced was in a great measure 
prepared by himself, and it is due to his memory to 
record the fact, that it was among the most demo- 
cratic of all the constitutions which were adopted by 
the new States. The younger Adams having returned 
to America with his father, had thus the advantage of 
seeing republican theories brought into successful, 
practical application. 

About this time Congress resolved on sending a 
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Minister Plenipotentiary to Great Britain, to negotiate, 
if possible, a treaty of peace. John Adams and John 
Jay received each an equal number of votes. The 
result was the appointment of Mr. Jay as Minister to 
Spain, and of John Adams as Minister to the Court of 
St. James. He was instructed to insist on the inde- 
pendence of the United States. 

The younger Adams again attended the Diplomatist. 
They embarked in the French frigate La Sensible, on 
the 17th of November, 1779. 

The frigate sprang a leak, and was obliged to put 
into the port nearest at hand, which proved to be Fer- 
rol in Spain. They disembarked on the 11th of De- 
cember, and traversed the intervening distance to Paris 
over land, a journey of a thousand miles. This jour- 
ney was performed through the mountains on mules. 
Spain, as well as France, was then in alliance with 
America, and the Minister was everywhere received 
with respect and kindness. The French officers at 
Ferrol wore cockades in honor of the Triple Alliance, 
combining a white ribbon for the French, a red one 
for the Spanish, and a black one for the Americans. 

The United Powers proposed demands which were 
ominous of disappointment to the Minister. — On the 
12th of December he wrote : — " It is said that England 
is as reluctant to acknowledge the independence of 
America, as to cede Gibraltar, the last of which is in- 
sisted upon, as well as the first." 

The travellers reached Paris about the middle ol 
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February, 1780. John Adams mentioned a singular 
coincidence in his letter announcing their arrival. " I 
have the honor to be lodged here with no less a per- 
sonage than the Prince of Hesse-Cassel, who is here 
upon a visit We occupy different aparimenls in the 
same house, and have no intercourse with each other^ 
to be sure ; but some wags are of opinion, that if I 
were authorised to open a negotiation with him, I 
might obtain from him as many troops to fight qh our 
$ide of the question, as he has already hired to the 
Enj^lish against us !" 

The American Re vol ii lion has wrought wonderful 
changes since that day. No German Prince could now 
send a man, or a musket, to war against its principles. 

John Adams soon discovered that there was no pros- 
pect of success for his mission to England. He re* 
mained at Paris until August, 1780» and during the in- 
terval his son was kept at an academy in that city- 

At the expiration of ehat period the Minister repaired 
to Holland^ and there received instructions to nego- 
tiate a loan, and then a treaty of amity and commerce 
with the states of that country. The younger Adams 
while in Holland was placed at school, first at Amster- 
dam, and afterwards in the University of Leyden. 

A letter of the father, dated at Amsterdam, 18th De- 
cember, 1780, gives ns a glimpse of the system of in- 
struction approved by him, and a pleasant view of the 
principles which he deemed it important to be incu]*^ 
cated. 
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** I have this morning sent Mr. Thaxter with my two 
sons to Leyden, there to take up their residence for 
some time, and there to pursue their studies of Latin 
and Greek under the excellent masters, and there to 
attend lectures of the celebrated professors in that Uni- 
versity. It is much cheaper there than here. The 
air is infinitely purer, and the company and conversa- 
tion are better. It is perhaps as learned a University 
as any in Europe. 

** I should not wish to have children educated in the 
common schools of this country, where a littleness of 
soul is notorious. The masters are mean spirited 
wretches, pinching, kicking, and boxing the children 
upon every turn. There is, besides, a general littleness, 
arising from the incessant contemplation of stivers and 
doits, which pervades the whole people. 

"Frugality and industry are virtues every where, but 
avarice and stinginess are not frugality. The Dutch 
say, that without a habit of thinking of every doit be- 
fore you spend it, no man can be a good merchant, or 
conduct trade with success. 

** This, I believe, is a just maxim in general ; but I 
would never wish to see a son of mine govern himself 
by it. It is the sure and certain way for an industrious 
man to be rich. It is the only possible way for a mer- 
chant to become the first merchant, or the richest man 
in the place. But this is an object that I hope none of 
my children will ever aim at. It is indeed true every- 
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where, that those who attend to small expenses are al- 
ways rich. 

** I would have my children attend to doits and far- 
things as devoutly as the merest Dutchman upon earth, 
if such attention was necessary to support their inde- 
pendence. A man who discovers a disposition and a 
design to be independent, seldom succeeds. A jeal- 
ousy arises against him. The tyrants are alarmed on 
the one side, lest he should oppose them : the slaves 
are alarmed on the other, lest he should expose their 
servility. The cry from all quarters is, * He is the 
proudest man in the world : he cannot bear to be under 
obligation.' 

** I never in my life observed any one endeavoring 
to lay me under particular obligation to him, but I sus- 
pected he had a design to make me his dependent, and 
to have claims upon my gratitude. This I should 
have no objection to, because gratitude is always in 
one's power. But the danger is, that men will expect 
and require more of us than honor, and innocence, 
and rectitude will permit us to perform. 

" In our country, however, any man, with common 
industry and prudence, may be independent." 

One cannot turn over a page of the domestic history 
of John Adams, without finding a precept or example, 
the influence of which is manifested in the character 
of his illustrious son. Thus he writes to Mrs. Adams, 
touching certain calumnies which had been propagated 
against him : — 
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"Don't distress yourself about any malicious at- 
tempts to injure me in the estimation of my country- 
men. Let them take their course, and go the length 
of their tether. They will never hurt your husband, 
whose character is fortified with a shield of innocence 
and honor, ten thousand-fold stronger than brass or 
iron. The contemptible essays, made by you know 
whom, will only tend to then: own confusion. My let- 
ters hare shown them their own ignorance, a sight 
they could not bear. Say as little about it as I do. I 
laugh, and will laugh before all posterity, at their im- 
potent rage and envy.'* 

In July, 1781, Francis Dana, who had attended John 
Adams as Secretary of Legation, was appointed Min- 
ister to Russia. John Quincy Adams, then fourteen 
years old, was appointed Private Secretary of this mis- 
sion. He remained at that post fourteen months, per- 
forming its duties with entire satisfaction to the minis- 
ter. The singular ripeness of the youthful secretary 
was shown in his travelling alone, on his return from 
St. Petersburgh, by a journey leisurely made, and filled 
with observations of Sweden, Denmark, Hamburgh, 
and Bremen. On arriving in Holland, he resumed his 
studies at the Hague. 

John Adams, having completed his mission in Hol- 
land, was soon charged, together with Dr. Franklin 
and Thomas Jefferson, with the duty of negotiating a 
definitive treaty of peace with Great Britain. The 
treaty was executed at Paris on the 30th of Novem- 
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ber, 1783, and was ratified January 14th, 1784. The rioei 

younger Adams enjoyed the satisfaction of being pres- hii\ 

ent at the conclusion of the treaty ; and while it was \^,^ t 

under process of negotiation, he was constantly fa- y 

vored with opportunities of listening to the instructive ji,rji 

conversation of Franklin. and Jefierson. r^rj 

The negotiation of the treaty was dilatory in the j^ 

extreme. It was embarrassed with French intrigues, ^ 

great carelessness at home, and greater reluctance on v^ 

the part of England. The wearied Minister wrote to e^t] 

Mrs. Adams on the 30th of May, 1783: "Our son is Jrj 

at the Hague, pursuing his studies with great ardor. , ^,, 

They give him a good character wherever he has ;^ 

been, and I hope he will make a good man.** On the 
9th of June he wrote in these homely, but manly 
words : ** I am weary, worn, and disgusted to death. 
I had rather chop wood, dig ditches, and make fence 
upon my poor little farm. Alas, poor farm ! and poorer 
family ! what have you lost that your country might 
be free I and that others might catch fish and hunt 
deer and bears at their ease ! 

" There will be as few of the tears of gratitude, or the 
smiles of admiration, or the sighs of pity for us, as for 
the army. But all this should not hinder me from go- 
ing over the same scenes again, upon the same occa- 
sions — scenes which I would not encounter for all the 
wealth, pomp, and power of the world. Boys ! if you 
ever say one word, or utter one complaint, I will disin- 
herit you. Work! you rogues, and be free. You 
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will never have so hard work to do as papa has had. 
Daughter ! get you an honest man for a husban^I, and 
keep him honest. No matter whether he is rich, pro- 
vided he be independent. Regard the honor and the 
moral character of the man, more than all ciicuio* 
stances. Think of no other greatness but that of the 
soul, no other riches but those of the heart." 

After concluding the treaty of peace, John Adams, 
together with Franklin and Jay, was charged with the 
duty of negotiating a treaty of commerce with Great 
Britain, and John Adams, taking his son John Qulucy 
.with him, proceeded to London, and took up his resi- 
dence at the British Court. Mrs. Adams embarked m 
June, 1784, to join her husband. 

John Adams was appointed Minister Plenipotentiary 
to the same Court in 1785, and thus he, who ten years 
before, when a subject, in the province of Massachu- 
setts, had said, ** / know that Great Britain ha:t deier- 
mined upon her system^ and that very determination 
determines me on mine'* — was the first Represenlaiive 
of his independent country admitted to an audience 
by the discomfited majesty of the Imperial States, 
The occasion was adapted to excite profound emot joni$, 
though of diflferent kinds, in each party. John Adams 
addressed the King thus : — 

** The United States of America have appointed me 
their Minister Plenipotentiary to your Majesty, and 
have directed me to deliver to your Majesty this letter, 
which contains the evidence of it. It is in obedience 
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to their express commands, that I have the honor to 
assure your Majesty of their unanimous disposition 
and desire to cultivate the most liberal and friendly in- 
vtercourse between your Majesty's subjects and their 
citizens ; and of their best wishes for your Majesty's 
health and happiness, and for that of your royal family. 

** The appointment of a Minister from the United 
States to your Majesty's Court, will form an epoch in 
the history of England, and of America. I think my- 
self more fortunate than all my fellow citizens, in hav- 
ing the distinguished honor to be the first to stand in 
your Majesty's royal presence, in a diplomatic charac- 
ter ; and I shall esteem myself the happiest of men, if 
I can be instrumental in recommending my country 
more and more, to your Majesty's royal benevolence, 
and of restoring an entire esteem, confidence and af- 
fection, or in better words, * the old good nature, and 
the old good harmony,' between people, who, though 
separated by an ocean, and under different govern- 
ments, have the same language, a similar religion, and 
kindred blood. I beg your Majesty's permission to 
add, that although I have sometimes before been in- 
trusted by my country, it was never, in my whole life, 
in a manner so agreeable to myself." 

George III. replied with dignity, but not without some 
manifestations of excitement : — 

" The circumstances of this audience are so extraor- 
dinary, the language you have now held is so extremely 
proper, and the feelings you have discovered so justly 
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adapted to the occasion, that I must say that I not only 
receive with pleasure the assurances of the friendly 
disposition of the People of the United States, but I 
am very glad the choice has fallen upon you to be their 
Minister. I wish you, sir, to believe, and that it may 
be understood in America, that I have done nothing in 
the late contest, but what I thought myself indispensa- 
bly bound to do, by the duty which I owed my people. 
I will be frank with you — ^I was the last to conform to 
the separation, but the separation having been made, 
and having become inevitable, I have always said, as I 
say now, that I would be the first to meet the friend- 
ship of the United States, as an independent power. 

"The moment I see such sentiments and language as 
yours prevail, and a disposition to give this country 
the preference, that moment I shall say, let the cir- 
cumstances of language, religion and blood have their 
natural and full effect." 

The kindly feelings expressed by the King, were, 
however, comparatively, only the language of cere- 
mony, for the British Ministry, and the British people, 
did not regard the new republic with favor. But they 
could not withhold the exhibition of reluctant respect. 

It was at such a time as this, and in such circum- 
stances, that John Quincy Adams surveyed, from a 
new position, the colossal structure of British power, 
and the workings of its combined systems of conserva- 
tive aristocracy, and progressive democracy. It was 
here that he imbibed new veneration for Russell, Sid- 
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ney, Hampden, and Milton, its republican patriots; 
for Shakspeare, Dryden, and Pope, its immortal poets ; 
and for Addison and Johnson, its moralists ; here he 
learned from Wilberforce the principles of political 
philanthropy, as well as the patience and persever- 
ance to defend them, and studied eloquence by the liv- 
ing models of Pitt, Fox, Erskine, Burke, and Sheridan. 

This, indeed, was a fitting conclusion to a precocious 
education by the patriots and philosophers of his own 
country, with practical observations in the courts of 
Spain and the Netherlands, of the weak but amiable 
Louis XVL, and the accomplished, but depraved, 
Catharine IL 

John Quincy Adams now became fearful that the 
duties of manhood would devolve upon him without 
his having completed the necessary academic studies. 
He therefore obtained leave to return home in 1785, 
at the age of eighteen years, and entered Cambridge 
University, at an advanced standing, in 1786. He 
graduated in 1788 with deserved honors. 
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JOHK QUIKOT ADAMS BTUDISS LAW — ^HIS PRACnCE — ^BNGAGIS 

nr PUBLIC iiFB-— APPomrsD mdostkb to the haoub. 

After leaving the University, young Adams en- 
tered the office of Theophilus Parsons, who was then 
in the practice of law at Newburyport, and who after- 
wards for so many years filled with dignity and ability 
the office of Chief Justice of Massachusetts. 

Adams completed the usual term of professional 
study, and then commenced the practice of the law in 
Boston. It may escourage some who are oppressed 
by the difficulties attending initiation in the profession, 
to know, that during the first and only four years of 
John Quincy Adams' practice, he had occasion for 
despondency. 

** I had long and lingering anxieties, (he afterwards 
said,) in looking forward, doubtful even of my pros- 
pects of comfortable subsistence, but acquiring more 
and more the means of it, till in the last of the four 
years, the business of my profession yielded me an in- 
come more than equal to my expenditures." 

But the country and the age had claims on John 
Quincy Adams, as well as on his father, for higher 
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duties than '' making writs,'* and ** haranguing juries," 
and " being happy.*' 

The American Revolution, which had been brought 
to a successful close, had inspired, throughout Europe, 
a desire to renovate the institutions of government. 
The officers and citizens of France who had mingled 
in the contest, had carried home the seeds of freedom, 
and had scattered them abroad upon soil quick to re- 
ceive them. The flame of Liberty, kindled on the 
shores of the Western Continent, was reflected back 
upon the Old World. France beheld its beams, and 
hailed them as a beacon-light, which should lead the 
nations out from the bondage of ages. Inspirited by 
the success attending the stru^le in the British colo- 
nies, the French people, long crushed beneath a grind- 
ing despotism, resolved to burst their shackles and 
strike for Freedom. It was a noble resolution, but 
consummated, alas ! amid devastation and the wildest 
anarchy. The French Revolution filled the world 
with horror. It was the work of a blind giant, urged 
to fury by the remembrance of wrongs endured for 
generations. The Altar of Liberty was reared amid 
seas of blood, and stained with the gore of innocent 
victims. 

The measurable failure of this struggle in France, 
teaches the necessity of due preparation before a 
people can advance to the permanent possession and 
enjoyment of their rights. The American colonists 
had been trained to rational conceptions of freedom* by 
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lessons of wisdom and sagacity read them by their 
Puritan fathers, and by the experience in self-govern- 
ment, afibrded during a century and a half of enjoy* 
roent of a large share of political privileges, granted by 
the mother country. They were thus prepared to lay 
deep and strong the foundations of an enlightened gov- 
ernment, which, equally removed from the extremes of 
despotism on the one hand, and anarchy on the other, 
and granting its subjects the exercise of their right 
to ** life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness/' shall 
endure through ages to come. But the people of 
France, shut up in darkness during centuries of mis- 
rule, passed at a step^ from abject servitude to unlim- 
ited freedom. They were unprepared for this violent 
transition. Their conceptions of liberty were of the 
most extravagant description. What wonder that 
they became dizzy at their sudden elevation ! What 
wonder that blood flowed in rivers I — that dissension 
and faction rent them asunder — that a fearful anarchy 
soon reigned triumphant— or that the confused and 
troubled drama closed in the iron rule of a military 
conqueror — ^the Man of Destiny ! Let not this lesson 
be lost upon the world. Let a people who would 
enjoy freedom, learn to merit the boon by the study of 
its principles, and a preparation to exercise its privi- 
leges, under those salutary restraints which man can 
never throw off and be happy ! 

The odium excited throughout Europe by the ex- 
cesses of the French Revolution, was heaped without 
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measure upon the American people. They were 
charged with the origin of the misrule which con- 
vulsed France, and filled the eastern hemisphere with 
alarm : and were tauntingly pointed to the crude the- 
ories promulgated by French democracy, and the fail- 
ure of their phrenzied efforts to establish an enlightened 
and permanent Republic, as conclusive evidence that 
self-government, among any people, was a mere Uto- 
pian dream, which could never be realized. 

The establishment of a republican government in 
America, had not been relished by the monarchies of 
Europe. They looked upon it with distrust, as a pre- 
cedent dangerous to them in the highest degree. The 
succor which Louis XYI. had rendered the revolting 
colonists, was not from a love of democratic institu- 
tions : it was his hope to cripple Great Britain, his 
ancient enemy, and to find some opportunity, perhaps, 
to win back his Canadian provinces, which had so re- 
cently been rent from his possession. When the 
pent-up flames of revolution burst forth at the very 
doors of the governments of the old world — when 
the French throne had been robbed of its king, and 
that king of his life — when a Republic had been pro- 
claimed in their midst, and signal-notes of freedom 
were ringing in their borders — they became seriously 
alarmed. The growing evil must be checked imme- 
diately. Led on by England, the continental powers 
combined to exterminate at a blow, if possible, every 
vestige of Republicanism in France. Then commenced 
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the long series of bloody wars, which, with little in- 
termission, convulsed Europe for nearly a quarter of a 
century, and ceased only when the rock of St. Helena 
received its lonely exile. 

In the meantime affairs at home had attained to a 
critical juncture. The Constitution had been adopted. 
The new government had been set in operation under 
the supervision of Washington, as the first President 
of the Republic. The people, influenced by certain 
^'elective affinities," had become sundered into two 
great political parties — Conservative and Progressive, 
or Federal and Democratic. Both were distrustful of 
the Constitution. The former believed it too weak to 
consolidate a government capable of protecting its 
subjects in the peaceful enjoyment of their rights, from 
discord within, and attacks from without. The latter 
apprehended that it might easily be transformed, by some 
ambitious Napoleon, into an instrument of oppression, 
more fearful even than the limited monarchy from 
which they had but recently escaped, at an expense of 
so much blood and treasure. Each of these parties are 
entitled to the credit of equal sincerity and honesty of 
purpose. 

Washington, with a loftiness of purpose truly char- 
acteristic of a great and good mind, refused to identify 
himself with either party. In forming his first cabinet, 
moved with a desire to heal the dissensions which dis- 
tracted the country, he selected its members equally 
fro^i the adverse factions. Hamilton and Knox rep- 

8 
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resented the Federal party, and Jefferson and Randolph 
the opposite. During his entire administration, " the 
Father of his country** steadily aimed to keep himself 
clear from all party entanglements. He was emphati- 
cally the President of the whole people, and not of a 
faction. His magnanimous spirit would not stoop to 
party favoritism, nor allow him to exercise the power 
entrusted him, to promote the interests of any political 
clique. In all his measures his great object was to 
advance the welfare of the nation, without regard to 
their influence on conflicting parties. In these things 
he left behind him a pure and noble example, richly 
worthy the imitation of his successors in that high 
station. 

The Revolution in France, and the measures adopted 
by the Allied Sovereigns to arrest its progress, excited 
the liveliest interest among the people of the United 
States. But their sympathies ran in difierent channels, 
and very naturally took the hue of their party predi- 
lections. The Democrats, believing the French Revo- 
lution to be the up-springing of the same principles 
which had triumphed here — a lawful attempt of an 
oppressed people to secure the exercise of inalienable 
rights — although shuddering at the excesses which had 
been perpetrated, still felt it to be our own cause, and 
insisted that we were in honor and duty bound to 
render all the assistance in our power, even to a resort 
to arms, if need be. The Federalists, on the other 
hand, were alarmed at the anarchical tendencies in 
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France. They were fearful that law, order, govern- 
ment, and society itself, would be utterly and speedily 
swept away, unless the revolutionary movement was 
arrested. Cherishing these apprehensions, they were 
disposed to favor the views of Great Britain and other 
European powers, and were anxious that the govern- 
ment of the United States should adopt some active 
measures to assist in checking what they could not but 
view as rapid strides to political and social anarchy. 
However the two parties differed as to the measures 
proper to be adopted in this crisis, they were united in 
the conviction that our government should take soTne 
part as a belligerant, in these European struggles ; and 
exerted each its influence to bring about such an in- 
terference as would be in accordance with their con- 
flicting views of duty and expediency. 

There was residing, at this period, in Boston, a young 
and nearly briefless lawyer, whose views on these im- 
portant matters differed materially from those enter- 
tained by both parties. It was John Quincy Adams. 
While he could not countenance the attempts of the 
Allied Powers to destroy the French Republic, and re- 
establish a monarchy, he was equally far from favoring 
the turn which afiairs were clearly taking in that un- 
happy country. He evidently foresaw the French 
Revolution would prove a faulure ; and that it was 
engendering an influence which, unchecked, would be 
deeply injurious to American liberty and order. To 
counteract this tendency, he published in the BostcHi 
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Centinel, m 1701, a series of articles, signed ** Publicola,'' 
in which he discussed with great ability, the wild va- 
garies engendered among political writers in France, 
and which had been caught up by many in our own 
country. These articles attracted much attention, both 
at home and abroad. They were re-published in Eng- 
land, as an answer to several points in Paine's " Rights 
of Man." So profound was the political sagacity they 
displayed, and so great the familiarity with public 
afiairs, that they were, by general consent, attributed to 
the elder Adams. On this subject, John Adams writes 
his wife as follows, from Philadelphia, on the 5th 
December, 1703 : — 

•* The Viscount Noailles called on me. ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ He seemed very 
critical in his inquiries concerning the letters printed as mine in 
England. I told him candidly that I did not write them, and aa 
frankly, in confidence, who did. He says they made a great im- 
pression upon the people of England ; that he heard Mr. Windham 
and Mr. Fox speak of them as the best thing that had been written, 
and as one of the best pieces of reasoning and style they had ever 
read." 

The younger Adams, in surveying the condition of the 
country at this critical period, became convinced it 
would be a fatal step for the new government to take 
sides with either of the great parties in Europe, who 
were engaged in the settlement of their difficulties by 
the arbitrement of arms. However strongly our sym- 
pathies were elicited in behalf of the French Re- 
public — however we may have been bound in gratitude 
for the assistance rendered us during our Revolution- 
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ary struggle, to co-operate with France in her defence 
of popular institutions — still, self-preservation is the 
first law of nature. Mr. Adams saw, that to throw 
ourselves into the melee of European conflicts, would 
prostrate the interests of the country, and peril the very 
existence of the government 

These views he embodied in a series of articles, 
which he published in the Boston Centinel, in 1798, 
under the signature of " Marcellus.'* He insisted it 
was alike the dictate of duty and policy, that the 
United States should remain strictly neutral between 
France and her enemies. These papers attracted 
general attention throughout the Union, and made a 
marked impression on the public mind. They were 
read by Washington, with expressions of the highest 
satisfaction ; and he made particular inquiries respect- 
ing the author. 

The position of Mr. Adams on neutrality was new, 
and in opposition to the opinions of the great mass of 
the country. To him, it is believed, belongs the honor 
of first publicly advocating this line of policy, which 
afterwards became a settled principle of the American 
government. Non-interference with foreign affairs, is a 
principle to which the Union has rigidly adhered to the 
present hour. In these articles too, Mr. Adams devel- 
oped the political creed which governed him through life 
in regard to two great principles — union at home, and 
independence of all foreign alliances or entanglements 
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«-4ndqpeiulence nc^ only politically, but in manoBu^turet 
and in oomroerce. 

On the 25th of April, 1793, Washington issued a 
proclamation, announcing the neutrality <rf the United 
States between the belligerent nations of Europe. 
This proclamation was not issued until after Mr. 
Adams' articles urging this course had been before the 
public for some time. It is an honorable testimony to 
the sagacity of his views, that Washington, and the 
eminent men composing his cabinet, adopted a policy 
which coincided so perfectly with opinions he had 
formed purely from the strength of his own convicti(His. 
The proclamation pleased neither of the belligerent 
nations in Europe. It aroused the enmity of both; 
and laid open our commerce to the depredations of all 
parties, on the plea that the American government 
was inimical to their interests. 

While in the practice of law in Boston, Mr. Adams 
was not well satisfied with his condition or prospects. 
That he was laudably ambitious to arise to distinction 
in some honorable line is quite certain. But, singular 
as it may appear at this day, in view of his early life, 
and his acknowledged talents, he was not looking for, 
nor expecting, political preferment These facts ap- 
pear in the fdlowing passages from his diary, written 
at that time ; and which, moreover, will be found to 
contain certain rules of action for life, which the 
young men of our country should studiously seek to 
imitate. 



Digitized by 



Google 



UPE OF JOHN aUINCY ADAMS. 65 

<* Wednesday, May 16th, 1792. I am not satisfied with the man- 
ner in which I employ my time. It is calculated to keep me forever 
fixed in that state of useless and disgraceful insignificancy, which 
has been my lot for some years past At an age bearing cloae upon 
twenty -five, when many of the chanusters who were bom for the 
benefit of their fellow-creatures have rendered themselves conspic- 
uous among their cotemporaries, and founded a reputation upon 
which their memory remains, and will continue to the latest pos- 
terity — at that period, I still find myself as obscure, as unknown to 
the world, as the most indolent, or the most stupid of human beings. 
In the walks of active life I have done nothing. Fortune, indeed, 
who claims to herself a large proportion of the merit which ex- 
hibits to public view the talents of professional men, at an early 
period of their lives, has not hitherto been peculiarly indulgent to 
me. But if to my own mind I inquire whether I should, at this 
time, be qualified to receive and derive any benefit from an oppor- 
tunity which it may be in her power to procure for me, my own mind 
would shrink from the investigation. My heart is not conscious of 
an unworthy ambition ; nor of a desire to establish either fame, 
honor, or fortune upon any other foundation than that of desert 
But it is conscious, and the consideration b equally painful and hu- 
miliating, it is conscious that the ambition is constant and unceasing, 
while the exertions to acquire the talents which ought alone to 
secure the reward of ambition, are feeble, indolent, frequently in- 
terrupted, and never pursued with an ardor equivalent to its purposes. 
My future fortunes in life are, therefore, the objects of my present 
speculaticm, and it may be proper for roe to reflect further upon the 
same subject, and if possible, to adopt some resolutions which may 
enable roe, as uncle Toby Shandy said of his miniature sieges, to 
answer the great ends of my existence. 

*' First, then, I begin with establishing as a fundamental principle 
upon which all my subsequent pursuits and regulations are to be 
established, that the acquisition, at least, of a respectable reputation 
b (subject to the overruling power and wisdom of Providence,} 
within my own power ; and that on my part nothing is wanting, but 
a constant and persevering determination to tread in the steps which 
naturally lead to honor. And, at the same time, I am equally con- 
vinced, that I never shall attain that credit in the world, which my 
nature directs me to wish, without such a steady, patient, and per- 
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severing ponoit of the means adapted to the end I have in view, as 
has often been the subject of my speculation, but never of my 
practice. 

^Labor and toQ ■tand atern before the throne, 
And gnafd— «o Jore oommanda— the aaered place.' 

** The mode of life adopted almost universally by my cotempo- 
raries and equals is by no means calculated to secure the object of 
my ambition. My emulation is seldom stimulated by observing the 
industry and application of those whom my situation in life gives 
me for companions. The pernicious and childish opinion that ex- 
traordinary genius cannot brook the slavery of plodding over the 
rubMsh of antiquity (a cant so common among the heedless votaries 
of indolence), dulls the edge of all industry, and is one of the most 
powerful ingredients in the Circean potion which transforms many 
of the most promismg young men into the beastly forms which, in 
sluggish idleness, feed upon the labors of others. The degenerate 
sentiment, I hope, will never obtain admission in my mind ; and, if 
my mind should be loitered away in stupid laziness, it will be under 
the full conviction of my conscience that I am basely bartering the 
greatest benefits with which human beings can be indulged, for the 
miserable gratifications which are hardly worthy of contributing to 
the enjoyments of the brute creation. 

*' And as I have grounded myself upon the principle, that my 
character is, under the smiles of heaven, to be the work of my own 
hands, it becomes necessary for me to determine upon what part 
of active or of speculative life I mean to rest my pretensions to 
eminence. My own situation and that of my countiy equally pro- 
hiUt me from seeking to derive any present expectations from a pub- 
lic career. My disposition is not military ; and, happily, the warlike 
talents are not those which open the most pleasing or the most repu- 
table avenue to fame. I have had some transient thoughts of un- 
dertaking some useful literary performance, but the pursuit would 
militate too much at present with that of the profession upon which 
I am to depend, not only for my reputation, but for my subsistence. 

*' I have, therefore, concluded that the most proper object of my 
present attention is that profession itself. And in acquiring the 
faculty to discharge the duties of it, in a manner suitable to my own 
wishes and the expectations of my friends, I find ample room for 
close and attentive application ; for frequent and considerate obaer- 
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iratiQii; and for such benefits of practical experience as occasional 
opportunities may throw in the way." 

The following letter from John Adams, at this time 
Vice President of the United States, written to his 
wife at Quincy, will be interesting, as showing, among 
other things, his anxiety that his sons should make 
some start in life, which would give promise of future 
usefulness. He was far from believing that sons 
should repose in idleness on the reputation or wealth 
of parents. 

*« PkOaddphia, 2 March, 1793. 
«Mt Dear, 

** Your letter from year sick chamber, if not from yoar sick bed, 
has made me so uneasy, that I must get away as soon as possible. 
Monday morning, at six, I am to set off in the stage ; but how 
many days it will take to get home, will depend on the roads or the 
winds. I don*t believe Abby [his daughter,] will go with me. Her 
husband [Col. William S. Smith,] is so proud of his wealth, that he 
would not let her go, I suppose, without a coach-and-four ; and 
such monarchical trumpery I will in future have nothing to do with. 
I will never travel but by stage, nor live at the seat of government 
bat at lodgings, while they give me so despicable an allowance. 
Shiver my jib and start my planks if I do ! 

** I will stay but one night in New York. Smith says that my 
books are upon the table of every member of the Committee for 
framing a constitution of government for France, except Tom 
Paine, and he is so conceited as to disdain to have anything to do 
with books. Although I abused Smith a little above, he is very 
clever and agreeable ; but I have been obliged to caution him against 
his disposition to boasting. Tell not of your prosperity, because it 
will make two men mad to one glad; nor of your adversity, for it 
will make two men glad to one sad. He boasts too much of having 
made his fortune, and placed himself at ease, above all favors of 
government This is a weakness, and betrajrs too little knowledge 
of the world; too little penetration ; too little discretion. I wish, 
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however, that my boys had a little man of his aotbi^. I meat 
Boon treat them as the fugeons treat their squabs— push them off 
the limb, and make them pat out their wings or falL Young 
pigeons will never fly till this is done. Bmith has acquired the con- 
fidence of the French ministiy, and the better sort of the members 
of the National Convention. Bat the Executive is too changeaUe 
in that countiy to be depended on, without the utmost caution. 
** Adieu, adieu, tendrement, J. A.** 

One of the sons of the noble patriot, soon ** put out 
his wings," and soared, ultimately, to a pinnacle of 
honor and renown attained by few among men. In 
the winter of 1793 and 1794, the public mind had be- 
come highly excited from the inflammatory appeals in 
behalf of France, by Citizen Genet, the French Minis- 
ter to the United States. A large portion of the anti- 
Federal party took sides with Mr. Genet, against the 
neutral position of our Government, and seemed deter- 
mined to plunge the Union into the European contest, 
in aid of the French Republic. Some idea' may be 
obtained of the excitement which prevailed at this 
time, and of the perilous condition of the country, by 
an extract or two from letters of Vice-President John 
Adams. In a letter dated Philadelphia, Dec. 5, 1798, 
he writes as follows :-* 

*< It will require all the address, all the temper, and all the firm- 
ness of Congress and the States, to keep this people out of the war ; 
or rather, to avoid a declaration of war against us, froo^ some mis- 
chievous power or other. It is but little that I can do, either by the 
functions which the Constitution has entrusted to me, or by mv per- 
sonal influence ; but that little shall be industriously employed, un- 
til it is put beyond a doubt that it will be fruitless ; and then, I shall 
he as rndy to meet unavoidable calamities, as any other citizen." 
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Under date of Jan. 9, 1794, he says : — 

** The prospects of this countiy are gloomy, but the situation of 
all Europe is calamitous beycHid all former examples. At what 
time, and in what mamier, and by what means, the (tiaasters which 
are come, and seem to be coming on mankind, may be averted, I 
know not Our own people have been imprudent, as I think, and 
are now smarting under the effects of their indiscretion ; but this, 
instead of a consolation, is an aggravation of our misfortune. Mr. 
Genet has been abusive on the President [Washington] and all his 
ministers, beyond all measure of decency or obligations of truths 
and in other respects, not yet publicly investigated, his conduct has 
been such as to make it difficult to know what to do with him. 
♦ • ♦ ♦ ♦ The news of tliis evening is, that the Queen of France 
is no more.* When will savages be satiated with blood? No 
prospect of peace in Europe, and therefore none of internal harmony 
in America. We cannot well be in a more disagreeable situation 
than we are with all Europe, with all Indians, and with all Barbary 
rovers. Nearly one half of the Continent is in constant opposition 
to the other, and the President's situation, which is highly respon- 
sible, is veiy distressing." 

It taxed the wisdom and skill of Mr Jefferson, then 
Secretary of State^ to counteract the influence of the 
French Minister, and prevent citizens of the United 
States from committing overt acts against the Allied 
Sovereigns, and embroiling the Union in a foreign war. 
In this endeavor he was greatly assisted by the pen of 
Mr. J. Q. Adams. This gentleman wrote a series of 
essays for the public prints, under the signature of 
** Columbus," reviewing the course of Mr. Genet. In 
these articles, he pointed out, with great clearness, the 
principles of the law of nations applicable to the situ- 

* Marie Antoinette was beheaded in Paris, on the 16th of October, 
1793. 
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ation of the country in the neutral line of policy which 
had been wisely adopted. 

In reference to this topic, John Adams writes his 
wife, as follows, under date of Dec. 19, 1703 : — 

''The President has considered the conduct of Genet very 
nearly in tlie same light with ' Columbas,' and has given him a bolt 
of thunder. We shall see how this is supported by the two Houses. 
There are who gnash their teeth with rage which they dare not 
own as yet We shall soon see whether we have any government 
or not in this country." 

The political writings of the younger Adams had 
now brought him prominently before the public. They 
attracted the especial attention of Mr. Jefierson, who 
saw in them a vastness of comprehension, a maturity 
of judgment and critical discrimination, which gave 
large promise of future usefulness and eminence. Be- 
fore his retirement from the State Department, he com- 
mended the youthful statesman to the favorable regard 
of President Washington, as one pre-eminently fitted 
for public service. 

General Washington, although a soldier by profes- 
sion, was a lover of peace. His policy during his ad- 
ministration of the government, was pre-eminently 
pacific. Convinced that, in the infant state of the 
Union, war with a foreign nation could result only in 
evil and ruin, he was anxious to cultivate the most 
friendly relations with foreign governments, and to 
carry out, both in letter and spirit, the stricf neutrality 
he had proclaimed. To declare and maintain theae 
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principles abroad, and to form political and commer- 
cial relations with European powers, Washington looked 
anxiously around for one fitted for a mission so im- 
portant. His attention soon became fixed on John 
Quincy Adams. He saw in him qualities not only of 
deep political sagacity, and views of policy at unity 
with his own, but a familiarity with the languages and 
customs of foreign courts, which marked him as one 
every way calculated to represent our government with 
credit in the old world. He accordingly, in May, 1794, 
appointed Mr. Adams Minister of the United States at 
the Hague. 

That this prominent appointment was as flattering to 
Mr. Adams as it was unexpected, is naturally true. It 
was the more to his credit in consideration of the fact, 
that in those days elevation to offices of this importance 
was the award of merit and talent, and not the result 
of importunity, or the payment of party services. Mr. 
Adams was at this time in the twenty-seventh year of 
his age— a younger man, undoubtedly, than has since 
ever been selected by our Government to fulfil a trust 
so important. But the ability and discretion of the 
young diplomatist, and the success which attended his 
negotiations in Europe, so creditable to himself and his 
country, fully justified the wisdom of Washington in 
selecting him for this important duty. 

Although the father of Mr. Adams was then Vice 
President of the United States, yet it is well known his 
appointment on a foreign mission was obtained without 
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the influence or even the request of his parent. It is 
not strictly correct, however, as stated by several bi- 
ographers, that he was selected for the mission to Hol- 
land without any previous intimation of the President's 
intentions to his father. This is made evident by the 
following extract of a letter from John Adams to his 
wife, dated Philadelphia, 27th May, 1794, conveying 
intelligence which must have made a mother's heart 
swell with honest pride and satisfaction : — 

" It is proper that I should apprize you, that the President has it 
in contemplation to send your son to Holland, that you may recol- 
lect yourself and prepare for the event. I make this communica- 
tion to you in confidence, at the desire of the President, communi- 
cated to me yesterday by the Secretary of State. You must keep 
it an entire secret until it shall be announced to the public in the 
journal of the Senate. But our son must hold himself in readiness 
to come to Philadelphia, to converse with the President, Secretary 
of State, Secretary of the Treasury, dLc., and receive his commis- 
sions and instructions, without loss of time. He will go to Provi- 
dence in the stage, and thence to New York by water, and thence 
to Philadelphia in the stage. He will not set out, however, until 
be is informed of his appointment." 

** Your son T is the phrase by which the father 
meant to convey his own sense of how large a part the 
mother had in training that son ; and to enhance the 
compliment, it is communicated to her at the desire of 
President Washington. 
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CHAPTER III. 

MR. ADAMS TRANSrKRBED TO BERLIN — HIS MARRIAOB — ^LITX- 
RART PURSUITS — TRAVELS IV SILESIA ^NEGOTIATES TREA- 
TIES WITH SVTEDEK AND PRUSSIA — ^REOALLED TO THE UNI- 
TED STATES. 

Ms. Adams presented himself at the Hague, as Min- 
ister Plenipotentiary of the United States, in the sum- 
mer or fall of 1794. Ten years before, he was there 
with his father — ^a lad, attending school — at which time 
the father wrote : '* They give him a good character 
wherever he has been, and I hope he will make a good 
man." How abundantly that hope was likely to be 
fulfilled, the elevated and responsible position occupied 
by the son at the expiration of the first ten years after 
it was expressed, gave a promising and true indication. 

On his arrival in Holland, Mr. Adams found the af- 
fairs of that country in great confusion, in consequence 
of the French invasion. So difficult was it to prosecute 
any permanent measures for the benefit of the United 
States, owing to the existing wars and the unsettled 
state of things in Europe, that after a few months he 
thought seriously of returning home. A report of this 
nature having reached President Washington, drew 
from him a letter to Vice President John Adams, 
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dated Aug. 20, 1795, in which the following language 
occurs: — 

^ Your son most not think of retiiiiig from the path be is now in. 
His prospects, if be porsoes it, are fair ; and I shall be mach mis- 
taken if, in as short a time as can well be expected, be is not found 
at the bead of the Diplomatic Corps, be the government adminis- 
tered by whomsoever the people msy choose." 

This approbation of his proceedings thus far, and 
encouragement as to future success, from so high a 
source, undoubtedly, induced the younger Adams to 
forego his inclination to withdraw from the field of 
diplomacy. He continued in Holland until near the 
close of Washington's administration. That he was 
not an inattentive observer of the momentous events 
then transpiring in Europe, but was watchful and faith- 
ful in all that pertained to the welfare of his country, 
is abundantly proved by his official correspondence 
with the government at home. His communications 
were esteemed by Washington, as of the highest value, 
afibrding him, as they did, a luminous description of the 
movement of continental affairs, upon which he could 
place the most implicit reliance. 

The following extract of a letter from John Adams, 
will show the interest he naturally took in the welfare 
of his son while abroad, and also afford a brief glance 
at the political movements of that day. It is dated 
Philadelphia, Jan. 23, 1796 : — 

<* We have been very unfortunate in the delays which have at- 
tended the dispatches of our ambassadors. Veiy lacky, Mr. John 
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Qnmcy Adams, that yoa are not liable to criticiam on this occasion ! 
Tbis demarrage would have been charged doubly, both to your ac- 
count and that of your father. It would have been a scheme, a 
trick, a design, a contrivance, from hatred to France, attachment 
to England, monarchical manceuvres, and aristocratical cunning ! 
Oh ! how eloquent they would have been ! 

" The southern gentry are playing, at present, a very artful game, 
which I may develope to you in confidence hereafter, under the seal 
of secrecy. Both in conversation and in letters, they are repre- 
senting the Vice-President [John Adams,] as a man of moderation. 
Although rather inclined to limited monarchy, and somewhat at^ 
tached to the English, he is much less so than Jay or Hamilton. 
For their part, for the sake of conciliation, they should be very 
willing he should be continued as Vice-President, provided the 
northern gentlemen would consent that Jefferson should be Pres- 
ident I most humbly thank you for your kind condescension, 
Messieurs Transchesapeakes. 

" Witness my hand, 

"JoHM Adams." 

Another allusion to his son while abroad, is made by 

the elder Adams, in a letter dated Philadelphia, March 

25, 1796. 

** The President told me he had that day received three or four 
letters from his new Minister in London, one of them as late as the 
29th of December. Mr. Pickering informs me that Mr. Adams* 
modestly declined a presentation at court, but it was insisted on by 
Lord Grenville ; and, accordingly, he was presented to the King, 
and I think the Queen, and made his harangues and received his 
answers. By the papers I find that Mr. Pinckney appeared at 
court on the 28th of January, after which, I presume, Mr. Adams 
had nothing to do but return to Holland." 

During his residence as Minister at the Hague, Mr. 
Adams had occasion to visit London, to exchange the 
ratifications of the treaty recently formed with Great 

* John (tuincy Adams. 
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Britain, and to take measures for carrying its provisions 
into effect. (Alluded to in the above letter from John 
Adams.) It was at this time that he formed an ac- 
quaintance with Miss Louisa Catharine Johnson, 
daughter of Joshua Johnson, Esq., of Maryland, Con- 
sular Agent of the United States at London, and niece 
of Governor Johnson of Maryland, a Judge of the Su- 
preme Court of the United States, and a signer of the 
Declaration of Independence. The friendship they 
formed for each other, soon ripened into a mutual at- 
tachment and an engagement. They were married on 
the 26th of July, 1797. It was a happy union. For 
more than half a century they shared each other's joys 
and sorrows. The venerable matron who for this long 
period accompanied him in all the vicissitudes of his 
eventful life, still survives, to deplore the loss of him 
who had ever proved a faithful protector and the kind- 
est of husbands. 

In the meantime, the elder Adams had been elected 
President of the United States, in 1796. The curious 
reader may have a desire to know something of the 
views, feelings and antici{)ations of those elevated to 
places of the highest distinction, and of the amount of 
enjoyment they reap from the honors conferred upon 
them. A glance behind the scenes is furnished in the 
following correspondence between John Adams and 
his wife, which took place at his election to the Pres- 
idency.* 
• Letten of John Adami, t. il pp. 342, S43. Mn. Adami' Letten, p. 373. 
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NB. ADAMS TO HIS WIFB. 

« Philaddphia, 4ih tf Fe6., 1797. 
"My Dearest Friehd, 

**' I hope you will not commanicate to anybody the hints I give 
yon about our prospects ; but they appear every day worse and 
worse. House rent at twenty-seven hundred dollars a year, fifteen 
hundred dollars for a carriage, one thousand for one pair of horses, 
all the glasses, ornaments, kitchen furniture, the best chairs, settees, 
plateaus, &c., all to purchase ; all the china, del[^ or wedgewood, 
glass and crockery of every sort to purchase, and not a farthing 
probably will the House of Representatives allow, though the Senate 
have voted a small addition. All the linen besides. I shall not pre- 
tend to keep more than one pair of horses for a carriage, and one 
for a saddle. Secretaries, servants, wood, charities, which are de- 
manded as rights, and the million dittoeSf present such a prospect 
as is enough to disgust any one. Yet not one word must we say. 
We cannot go back. We must stand our ground as long as wo 
^ can. Dbpose of our places with the help of our friend Dr. Tufts, 
as well as you can. We are impatient for news, but that is always 
so at this season. I am tenderly your J. A." 

the same to the same. 

« Philadelphia, m Feb,, 1797. 
*'Mt Deabest Fbiehd, 

** The die is cast,* and you must prepare yourself for honorable 
trials. I must wait to know whether Congress will do anjrthing or 
not to furnish my house. If they do not, I will have no house be- 
fore next fall, and then a very moderate one, with very moderate 
fomiture. The prisoners from Algiersf arrived yestenlay in this 
city, in good health, and looking very well. Captain Stevens is 
among them. One woman rushed into the crowd and picked out 
her husband, whom she had not seen for fourteen years. 

** I am, and ever shall be, yours, and no other's, J. A." 

* Mr. Adams had, the day previous, been announced President ele^ 
of the United States. 

t Amrirican citisens who had long been in captivitv among the Al- 
gerines. 
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MB8. JOHN ADAMS TO HER HUSBIHD. 

« QtttTicy, Sth F«6., 1797. 

« «Tbe nn Is drMsed In brigbtett betma, 
To glre thy hoaon to the day.* 

^ And may it prove an aospicioas prelude to each ensuing season. 
You have \i^ day to declare yourself head of a nation. * And 
DOW, O Lord, my Ciod, thou hast made thy servant ruler over the 
people. Give unto him an understanding heart, that he may know 
how to go out and come in before this great people ; that he may 
discern between good and bad« For who is able to judge this thy 
so great a people ?' were the words of a rojral sovereign ; and not 
less applicable to him who is invested with the Chief Magistracy of 
a nation, though he wear not a crown, nor the robes of royalty. 

** My thoughts and my meditations are with you, though personally 
absent ; and my petitions to Heaven are, that ' the things which 
make for peace may not be hidden from your eyes.' My feelings 
are not those of pride or ostentation, upon the occasion. They are 
soleomized by a sense of the obligations, the important trusts, and 
numerous duties connected with it. That you may be enabled to 
discharge them with honor to yourself, with justice and impartiality 
to your country, and with satisfaction to this great people, shall be 
the daily prayer of your A. A." 

HB. ADAMS TO HIS WIFE. 

« PhUadelpkia, fiih March, 1797. 
^'Mt Dearest Frxbrd, 

** Your dearest friend never had a more trying day than yester- 
day.* A solemn scene it was indeed ; and it was made more affect^ 
ing to me by the presence of the General, [Washington,] whose 
countenance was as serene and unclouded as the day. He seemed 
to me to enjoy a triumph over me. Methought I heard him say, 
• Ay ! I am fairly out, and you fairly in ! See which of us will be 
happiest.' When the ceremony was over, he came and made me 
a visit, and cordially congratulated me, and wished my administra- 
tion might be happy, successful, and honorable. 

* The day of hb inauguration as President. 
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"It 18 DOW settled that lam to go iDto his house. It is whispered 
that be intends to take French leave to-morrow. I shall write yoa 
as fast as we proceed. My chariot is finished, and I made my first 
appearance in it yesterday. It is simple, but elegant enough. My 
horses are young, but clever. 

** In the chamber of the House of Representatives, was a multi- 
tude as great as the space could contain, and I believe scarcely a 
dry eye but Washington's. The sight of the sun setting full 
orbed, and another rising, though less splendid, was a novelty. 
Chief Justice Ellsworth administered the oath, and with great en- 
ergy. Judges Gushing, Wilson, and Iredell, were present. Many 
ladies. I had not slept well the night before, and did not sleep well 
the night after. I was unwell, and did not know whether I should 
get through or not I did, however. How the business was re- 
ceived, I know not ; only I have been told that Mason, the treaty 
publisher, said we should lose nothing by the change, for he never 
heard such a speech in pubUc in his life. 

^ All agree that, taken altogether, it was the sublimest thing ever 
exhibited in America. 

^ I am, my dearest friend, most affectionately and kindly yours, 

"JoHK Adams.'* 

Oq entering upon the duties of the Presidency, John 
Adams was greatly embarrassed in regard to the line 
he should adopt toward his son. True, the younger 
Adams had been entrusted by Washington with an 
important embassy abroad, and had acquitted himself 
with great credit in his responsible station; but the 
father, with a delicacy highly honorable, hesitated con- 
tinuing him in office, lest he might be charged with 
unworthy favoritism, and a disposition to promote the 
interest of his family at the expense of public good. 
In this exigency, not daring to trust his own judgment, 
lest its decisions might be warped by parental solici- 
tude, he resorted to the wisdom and experience of 
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Washington. Writing him for advice on this stA>ject, 
he received the following reply : — 

" Monday, Feb. 20, 1797. 
"Dear Sir, 

** I thank you for giving me a perusal of the enclosed. The sen- 
timents do honor to the head and the heart of the writer ; and if my 
wishes wonld be of any avail, they should go to yon in a strong 
hope, that yon will not withhold merited promotion from John Q. 
Adams, because he is your son. For without intending to compli- 
ment the father or the mother, or to censure any others, I give it as 
my decided opinion, that Mr. Adams is the most valuable public 
character we have abroad ; and that there remains no doubt in mf 
mind, that he will prove himself to be the ablest of all our diplo- 
matic corps. If he was now to be brought into that line, or into 
any other public walk, I could not, upon the principle which has 
regulated my own conduct, disapprove of the caution which is 
hinted at in the letter. But he is already entered ; the public, more 
and more, as he is known, are appreciating his talents and worth ; 
and his country would sustain a loss, if these were to be checked 
by over delicacy on your part. 

** With sincere esteem, and affectionate regard, 
" I am ever yours, 

'*Georob WASHnroTov.*' 

This letter is characteristic of the discehiment and 
nobleness of Washington. Appreciating at a glance 
the perplexed position of Mr. Adams, and wisely dis- 
criminating between the bringing forward of his son 
for the first time into public service, and the continu- 
ing him where he had already been placed by others, 
and shown himself worthy of all trust and confidence, 
he frankly advised him to overcome his scruples, and 
permit his son to remain in a career so full of promise 
to himself and his country. President Adams, in 
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agreement with this counsel, determined to allow his 
son to continue in Europe in the public capacity to 
which he had been promoted by Washington. 

Shortly previous to the close of Washington's ad- 
ministration, he transferred the younger Adams from 
the Hague, by an appointment as Minister Plenipoten- 
tiary to Portugal, but before proceeding to Lisbon, his 
father, in the meantime having become President, 
changed his destination to Berlin. He arrived in that 
city in the autumn of 1797, and immediately entered 
upon the discharge of his duties as Minister of the 
United States. In 1798, while retaining his office at 
Berlin, he was commissioned to form a commercial 
treaty with Sweden. 

During his residence at Berlin, Mr. Adams, while 
attending with unsleeping diligence to his public duties, 
did not forego the more congenial pursuits of litera- 
ture. He cultivated the acquaintance of many eminent 
German scholars and poets, and manifested a friendly 
sympathy in their pursuits. In a letter to the late Dr. 
Pollen, he writes of that day as follows : — 

'* At this time, Wieland was there the most popular of the Grer- 
man poets. And although there was in his genius neither the 
(ffiginality nor the deep pathos of Goethe, Klopstock, or Schiller, 
there was something in the playfulness of his imagination, in the 
tenderness of his sensibility, in the sunny cheerfulness of his 
philosophy, and in the harmony of his versification, which de- 
lighted me." 

To perfect his knowledge of the Grerman language, 
Mr. Adams made a metrical translation of Wieland's 
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Oberon into the English language. The publicaticm 
of this work, which at one time was designed, was su- 
perseded by the appearance of a similar translation by 
Sotheby. 

In the summer of 1800, Mr. Adams made a tour 
through Silesia. He was charmed with the inhabi- 
tants of that region, their condition and habits. In 
many respects he found them bearing a great similarity 
to the people of his own native New England. He 
communicated his impressions during this excursion, in 
a series of letters to a younger brother in Philadelphia. 
These letters were interesting, and were considered of 
great value at that time, in consequence of many im- 
portant facts they contained in regard to the manufac- 
turing establishments of Silesia. They were published, 
without Mr. Adams's knowledge, in the Port Folio, a 
weekly paper edited by Joseph Dennie, at Philadel- 
phia. The series was afterwards collected and pub- 
lished in a volume, in London, and has been translated 
into German and French, and extensively circulated on 
the continent. 

Among other labors while at Berlin, Mr. Adams suc- 
ceeded in forming a treaty of amity and commerce 
with the Prussian government. The protracted cor- 
respondence with the Prussian commissioners, which 
resulted in this treaty, involving as it did the rights of 
neutral commerce, was conducted with consummate 
ability on the part of Mr. Adams, and received the 
fullest sanction of the government at home. 
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Mr. Adams' missions at the Hague and at Berlin, 
constituted his first step in the intricate paths of diplo- 
macy. They were accomplished amid the momentous 
events which convulsed all Europe, at the close of the 
eighteenth century. Republican France, exasperated 
at the machinations of the Allied Sovereigns to destroy 
its liberties, so recently obtained, was pushing its ar- 
mies abroad, determined, in self-defence, to kindle the 
flames of revolution in every kingdom on the conti- 
nent. Great Britain, combined with Austria and other 
European powers, was using every effort to crush the 
French democracy, and remove from before the eyes 
of down-trodden millions, an example so dangerous to 
monarchical institutions. The star of Napoleon had 
commenced its ascent; with a suddenness and bright- 
ness which startled the imbecile occupants of dd 
thrones. His legions had rushed down from the Alps 
upon the sunny plains of Italy, and with the swoop of 
an eagle, had demolished towns, cities, kingdoms. 

Amid this conflict of nations, the commerce and 
navigation of the United States, a neutral power, were 
made a common object of prey to all. Great Britain 
and France especially, did not hesitate to make depre- 
dations, at once the most injurious and irritating. Our 
ships were captured, our rights disregarded. In the 
midst of these scenes, surroimded by difliculties and 
embarrassments on every hand, the youthful ambassa- 
dor was compelled to come into collision with the vet- 
eran and wily politicians of the old world. How well 
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he maintained the dignity and honor of his govern- 
ment — how sleepless the vigilance with which he 
watched the movements on the vast field of political 
strife — how prompt to protest against all encroach- 
ments — how skilful in conducting negotiations — and 
how active to promote the interests of the Union, 
wherever his influence could be felt — ^the archives of 
our country will abundantly testify. It was a fitting 
and promising commencement of a long public career 
which has been full of usefulness and of honor. 

The administration of John Adams, as President of 
the United States, was characterized by great prudence 
and moderation, considering the excited state of the 
times. There cannot be a doubt he was anxious to 
copy the worthy example of his illustrious predecessor, 
in administering the government on principles of strict 
impartiality, for the good of the whole people, without 
respect to conflicting parties. Immediately on his in- 
auguration, he had an interview with Mr. Jefferson, 
then Vice-President, and pioposed the adoption of 
steps Ihat would have a tendency to quell the spirit of 
faction which pervaded the country. That Mr. Jeffer- 
son, on his part, cherished a profound respect for Mr. 
Adams, his old co-laborer in the cause of American 
freedom, is evident from his letters and speeches of 
that day. In his speech on taking the chair of the 
Senate, as Vice-President, he expressed himself in the 
following terms : — 
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**I might here proceed, and with the greatest troth, to declare mj 
lealom attachment to the ConstitutioD of the United States ; that 
I consider the union of these States as the first of blessings ; and 
as the first of Moties the preservation of that Constitution which 
secures it; but I suppose these declarations not pertinent to the 
occasion of entering into an office, whose primary business b merelj ~ 
to preside over the forms of this House ; and no one more sin- 
cerely prays that no accident may call me to the higher and more 
important functions, which the Constitution eventually devolves on 
this office. These have been justly confided to the eminent char- 
acter which has preceded me here, whose talents and integrity have 
been known and revered by me, through a long course of years ; 
have been the foundation of a cordial and uninterrupted friendship be- 
tween us ; and I devoutly pray he may be long preserved for the gov- 
ernment, the happiness and the prosperity of our common country." 

The sincere attempts of President Adams to produce 
harmony of political action among the American peo- 
ple, were unavailing. The extraordinary events trans- 
piring in Europe, exerted an influence on domestic pol- 
itics, which could not be neutralized. *• The enemies 
of France" — ** the friends of England," or vice versa^ 
were cries which convulsed the nation to its centre. 
The entire population was sundered into contending 
parties. 

John Adams was a true republican. His political 
opponents charged him with monarchical tendencies 
and aspirations, but charged him most falsely. His 
life, devoted unreservedly to the service of his country, 
through all its dark and perilous journey to the achieve- 
ment of its independence — his public speeches and 
documents — ^his private letters, written to his bosom 
companion, with no expectation that the eye of any 
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Other would ever rest upon them — all testify his ardent 
devotion to the principles of republicanism. At the 
breaking out of the French Revolution, he yielded it 
his hearty support, and did not withdraw his counte- 
nance, until compelled, by the scenes of anarchy and 
of carnage which soon ensued, to turn away with hor- 
ror and raise his voice against proceedings of savage 
ferocity. But while condemning the excesses of the 
French revolutionists* he was no friend of Great Brit- 
ain. This is made evident by a multitude of facts. 
Read, for instance, the following extract from a letter, 
not written for public effect, addressed to his wife, 
dated Philadelphia, April 9, 1796 :— 

**I have read *tbe ministerV dispatches from LondoD. The 
King could not help discovering his old ill hnmor. The mad idiot 
will never recover. Blunderer by nature, accidents are all against 
him. Every measure of his reign has been wrong. It seems they 
don't like Pinckney. They think he is no friend to that conntry, 
and too much of a French Jacobin. They wanted to work up some 
idea or other of introducing another in his place, but our young 
politician* saw into them too deeply to be duped. At his last visit 
to Court, the King passed him without speaking to him, which, you 
know, will be remarked by courtiers of all nations. I am glad of 
it; for I would not have my son go so far as Mr. Jay, and affirm 
the friendly disposition of that country to this. I know better. I 
know their jealousy, envy, hatred, and revenge, covered under pre- 
tended contempt" 

While President Adams cherished no partialities for 
Great Britain, and had no desire to promote her espe- 
cial interest, he was compelled by the force of circum- 

« J.a.AdaB». 
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•tances, during his administratioD, to assume a hostile 
attitude towards France. The French Directory, cha- 
grined at the failure of all attempts to induce the gov- 
ernment of the United States to abandon its neutrality 
and take up arms in their behalf against the Allied 
Sovereigns, and deeply incensed at the treaty recently 
concluded between England and the United States, re- 
sorted to retaliatory measures. They adopted com- 
mercial regulations designed to cripple and destroy our 
foreign trade. They passed an ordinance authorizing, 
in certain cases, the seizure and confiscation of Ameri- 
can vessels and cargoes. They refused to receive Mr. 
Pinckney, the American minister, and ordered him 
peremptorily to leave France. 

Mr. Adams convened Congress, by proclamation, on 
the 15th of June, 1797, and in his message laid before 
that body a lucid statement of the aggressions of the 
French Directory. Congress made advances, with a 
view to a reconciliation with France. But failing in 
this attempt, immediate and vigorous measures were 
adopted to place the country in a condition for war. 
A small standing army was authcHrized. The command 
was tendered to G^. Washington, who accepted of it 
with alacrity, sanctioning as he did these defensive 
measures of the government. Steps were taken for a 
naval armament, and the capture of French vessels 
authorized. These energetic demonstrations produced 
their desired effect. The war proceeded no farther 
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than a few collisions at sea. The French Directory 
became alarmed, and made overtures of peace. 

Washington did not survive to witness the restora- 
tion of amicable relations with France. On the 14th 
of December, 1799, after a brief illness, he departed this 
life, at Mount Vernon, aged sixty-eight years. On re- 
ceiving this mournful intelligence, Congress, then in 
session at Philadelphia, passed the following resolu- 
tion : — 

** Renolyed, That the Speaker's chair should be shrooded in black ; 
that the members should wear black during the session, and that 
a joint committee, from the Senate and the House, be appointed to 
devise the roost suitable manner of paying honor to the memory of 
the Man, first in war, first in peace, and first in the hearts of his 
countrymen." 

Testimonials of sorrow were exhibited, and funeral 
orations and eulogies were delivered, throughout the 
United States. The Father of his Country slept in 
death, and an entire people mourned his departure I 

On assuming the duties of the Presidency, the elder 
Adams found the finances of the country in a condi- 
tion of the most deplorable prostration. To sustain 
the government in this department, it was deemed in- 
dispensable to establish a system of direct taxation, by 
internal duties. This produced great dissatisfaction 
throughout the Union. An •' alien law" was passed, 
which empowered the President to banish from the 
United States, any foreigner whom he should consider 
dangerous to the peace and safety of the country. 
And a " sedition law/' imposing fine and imprisonment 
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for " any false, scandalous, and malicious writing against 
the government of the United States, or either house 
of Congress, or the President.'* 

These measures are not justly chargeable to John 
Adams. They were not recommended nor desired by 
him; but were brought forward and urged by Gren. 
Hamilton and his friends. Nevertheless upon Mr. 
Adams was heaped the odium they excited. The lead- 
ing measures of his administration — the demonstration 
against France ; the standing army ; the direct taxa- 
tion ; the alien and sedition laws — all tended to injure 
his popularity with the mass of the peofde, and to de- 
stroy his prospects of a re-election to the presidency. 
The perplexities he was compelled to encounter during 
his administration, may be conceived on perusal of his 
language in a letter dated March 17, 1797 : — 

Trom the sitoation where I now am, I see a scene of ambition 
beyond all my fonner suspicions or imaginations ; an emulation which 
will turn our government topsy-turvy. Jealousies and rivalries 
have been ray theme, and checks and balances as their antidotes, 
till I am ashamed to repeat the words ; but they never stared me in 
the face in such horrid forms as at present I see how the thing is 
gomg. At the next election England will set up Jay or Hamilton* 
and France Jefferson, and all the corruption of Poland will be in- 
troduced ; unless the American spirit should rise and say, we will 
have neither John Bull nor Louis Baboon." 

In 1800, the seat of government was removed to 
Washington. In taking possession of the President's 
house, Mr. Adams bestowed a benediction on it, which 
must ever meet with a response from all American 
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hearts — ** Before I end my letter, I pray heaven to be^ 
stow the best of blessings on this house, and on all that 
shall hereafter inhabit it May none but honest and 
wise men ever rule under this roof!" A description 
of the house and the city, at that time, is furnished 
in a letter from Mrs. Adams to her daughter, written 
in November, 1800 : — 

^ I arrived here on Sanday last, and without meeting any acci- 
dent worth noticing, except losing onrselves when we left Baltimore, 
and going eight or nine miles on the Frederick road, by which 
means we were obliged to go the other eight through the woods, 
where we wandered two hours without finding a guide or the path. 
Fortunately, a straggling black came up with us, and we engaged 
him as a guide to extricate us out of our difficulty ; but woods are 
all you see, from Baltimore, until you reach the city, which is only 
80 in name. Here and there is a small cot, without a glass window, 
interspersed among the forests, through which you travel miles 
without seeing any human being. ********* The house is 
made habitable, but there is not a single apartment finished, and all 
withinside, except the plastering, has been done since Briesler came. 
We have not the least fence, jrard, or other convenience without, 
and the great unfinished audience-room I make a drying-room of, 
to hang up the clothes in. The principal stairs are not up, and 
will not be this winter. Six chambers are made comfortable ; two 
are occupied by the President and Mr. Sbaw ; two lower roOms, 
one for a common parlor, and one for a levee room. Up stairs there 
Is the oval room, which is designed for the drawing-room, and has 
the crimson furniture in it It is a very handsome room now ; but 
when completed, it will be beautiful." 

The presidential contest in 1800, was urged with a 
warmth and bitterness, by both parties, which has not 
been equalled in any election since that period. It 
was the first time two candidates ever presented them- 
selves to the people as rival aspirants for the highest 
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honor in their gift. Both were good men and true- 
both were worthy of the confidence of the country. 
But Mr. Adams, weighed down by the unpopularity of 
acts adopted during his administration, and sufiering 
under the chai^ of being an enemy to revolutionary 
France, and a friend of monarcliical England, was dis- 
tanced and defeated by his competitor. Mr. Jefiferson 
was elected the third President of the Republic, and 
was inaugurated on the 4th of March, 1801. One of 
the last acts of John Adams, before retiring from the 
Presidency, was to recall his son from Berlin, that 
Mr. Jefferson might have no embarrassment in that 
direction. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

MR. XDAMB* BSTUBK TO THK VKirXD 8TATS8 — KLBCTID TO THS 

MA88A0HU8K1TS BENATK APPOINTBD U. 8. 8KMATOR — BUP- 

PORTS MR. JSFFBRSOM ^PROFESSOR OF RHBTORIO AND 

BKLLE8 LETTRX8 ^APPOINTED MINISTER TO RUSSIA. 

John Quinct Adams returned to the United States 
from his first foreign embassy, in 1801. During the 
stormy period of his father's administration, and the 
ensuing presidential canvass, he was fortunately absent 
from the country. Had he been at home, his situation 
would have been one of great delicacy. It can hardly 
be supposed he would have opposed his father *s meas- 
ures, or his reelection. Yet to have thrown his in- 
fluence in their behalf, would have subjected him to 
the imputation of being moved by filial attachment 
rather than the convictions of duty. From this painful 
dilemma, he was saved by his foreign residence. He 
came home uncommitted to party measures, untram- 
mdled by party tactics or predilections ; and thus stood 
before the people, as he could wish to stand, perfectly 
unshackled, and ready to act as duty and conscience 
should direct. 

Arriving in the United States with distinguished 
honors gained by successful foreign diplomacy, Mr. 
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Adams was not allowed to remain long in inactivity. 
In 1802, he was elected to the Senate of Massachusetts* 
from the Boston district. During his services in that 
b^y* he gave an indication of that independence, as a 
politician, which characterized him through life, by his 
opposition to a powerful combination of banking in- 
terests, which was effected among his immediate con- 
stituents. Although his opposition was unavailing, yet 
it clearly showed that the integrity of the man was 
superior to the pdicy of the mere politician. But 
higher honors awaited him. 

In 1803, he was elected to the Senate of the United 
States, by the Legislature of Massachusetts. Thus at 
the early age of thirty-six years, he had attained to the 
highest legislative body of the Union. Young in years, 
but mature in talent and experience, he took his seat 
amid the conscript fathers of the country, to act a part 
which soon drew upon him the eyes of the nation, both 
in admiration and in censure. 

The period of Mr. Adams' service in the United 
States Senate, was one in which the position and the 
interests of the country were surrounded by embar- 
rassments and perils of the most threatening character. 
The party which had supported his father had become 
divided and defeated. Mr. Jefferson, elevated to the 
Presidency after a heated and angry contest, was an 
object of the dislike and suspicion of the Federalists. 
The conflicts of the belligerent nations in Euiope, and 
the measures of foreign policy they severally adopted. 
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not only aflfected the interests of the United States, 
but were added elements to inflame the party contests 
at home. 

In 1804, Bonaparte stepped from the Consul cham- 
ber to the throne of the French Empire. All Europe 
was bending to his giant rule. Great Britain alone, 
with characteristic and inherent stubbornness, had set 
itself as a rock against his ambitious aspirations, and 
prosecuted with unabated vigor its determined hostility 
to all his measures of trade and of conquest. In No- 
vember, 1807, the British Government issued the cele- 
brated " Orders in Council,^ forbidding all trade with 
France and her allies. This measure was met by Na- 
poleon, in December, with his ** Milan Decree," pro- 
hibiting every description of commerce with England 
or her colonies. Between these checks and counter- 
checks of European nations, the commerce of the 
United States was in peril of being swept entirely from 
the ocean. 

During most of this perplexed and trying period, 
Mr. J. Q. Adams retained his seat in the United States 
Senate. Although sent there by the suffrages of the 
Federal party, in the Massachusetts Legislature, yet he 
did not, and would not, act simply as a partisan. This 
in fact was a prominent characteristic in Mr. Adams 
throughout his entire life, and is the key which explains 
many of his acU otherwise inexplicable. His noble 
and patriotic spirit arose above the shackles of party. 
He loved the intereste of his country, the happiness of 
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Man, more than the success of a mere party. So far 
as the party with which he acted advocated measures 
which he conceived to be wise and healthful, he yielded 
his hearty and vigorous co-operation. But whenever 
it swerved from this line of integrity, his influence was 
thrown into the opposite scale. This was the rule of 
his long career. No persuasions or emoluments, no 
threats, no intimidations, could turn him from it, to the 
breadth of a hair. It was in consequence of this char- 
acteristic, that it has so frequently been said of Mr. 
Adams, that he was not a reliabk party man. This 
was to a degree true. He was not reliable for any 
policy adopted simply to promote party interests, and 
secure party ends. But in regard to all measures which 
in his judgment would advance the welfare of the peo- 
ple, secure the rights of man, and elevate the race, no 
politician, no statesman the world has produced, could 
be more perfectly relied upon. 

This disposition to act righl, whether with or against 
his party, was developed by the first vote he ever gave 
in a legislative body. While in the Massachusetts 
Senate, the Federalists were the dominant party. It 
was the custom in that State, to choose the whole of 
the Governor's Council from the party which had the 
majority in the Legislature. In May, 1802, Mr. Adams 
was desirous that a rule should be adopted more re- 
gardful of the rights of the minority. He accordingly 
proposed that several anti- Federalists should have seats 
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*in theCk)UDcil of Gov. Strong, and gave his first vote 
to that measure. 

On a certain occasion, Mr. Adams was asked, " What 
are the recognized principles of politics ?" He replied, 
that there were no principle^ in politics — there were 
recognized precepts^ but they were bad ones. But, 
continued the inquirer, is not this a good one — " To 
seek the greatest good of the greatest number V* No, 
said he, that is the worst of all, for it looks specious, 
while it is ruinous. What shall become of the minor- 
ity, in that case ? This is the only principle to seek — 
*' the greatest good of all.''* 

A few months after Mr. Adams* entrance into the 
Senate of the United States, a law was passed by 
Congress, at the suggestion of Mr. Jefferson, authoriz- 
ing the purchase of Louisiana. Mr. Adams deemed 
this measure an encroachment on the Constitution of 
the United States, and opposed it on the ground of its 
unconstitutionality. He was one of six senators who 
voted against it. Yet when the measure had been 
legally consummated, he yielded it his support. In 
passing laws for the government of the territory thus 
obtained, the right of trial by jury was granted only in 
capital cases. Mr. Adams labored to have it extended 
to all criminal ofibnces. Before the territory had a 
representative in Congress, the government proposed 
to levy a tax on the people for purposes of revenue. 
This attempt met the decided opposition of Mr. Adams. 
* MoiMchaietU Quarterly, June, 1848. 
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He insisted it would be an exercise of government, 
without the consent of the governed, which, to all 
intents, is a despotism. 

In 1805, he labored to have Congress pass a law 
levying a duty on the importation of slaves. This was 
the first public indication of his views on the subject 
of slavery. It was a premonition of the bold, unflinch- 
ing, noble warfare against that institution, and of the 
advocacy of human freedom and human rights in the 
widest sense, which characterized the closing scenes 
of his remarkable career, and which will perpetuate his 
fame, when other acts of his life shall have passed from 
the remembrance of men. Although at that early day 
but little was said in regard to slavery, yet the young 
senator saw it was fraught with danger to the Union 
— <H)nferring political power and influence on slave- 
holders, on principles false and pernicious, and calcu- 
lated ultimately to distract the harmony of the country, 
and endanger the permanency of our free institutions. 
He labored, therefore, to check the increase of slave 
power, by the only means which, probably, appeared 
feasible at that time. 

But a crisis in his senatorial career at length ar- 
rived. The commerce of the United States had suf- 
fered greatly by ** Orders in Council,'* and " Milan 
Decrees." Our ships were seized, conducted into for- 
eign ports and confiscated, with their cargoes. Amer- 
ican seamen were impressed by British cruisers, and 
compelled to serve in a foreign navy. The American 
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frigate Chesapeake, while near the coast of the United 
States, on refusing to give up four men claimed to be 
British subjects, was fired into by the English man-of- 
war Leopard, and several of her crew killed and 
wounded. These events caused the greatest excite- 
ment in the United States. Petitions, memorials, re- 
monstrances, were poured in upon Congress from every 
part of the Union. Mr. Jefferson endeavored by em- 
bassies, negotiations, and the exertion of every influence 
in his power, to arrest these destructive proceedings, 
and obtain a redress of grievances. But all was in 
vain. At length he determined on an embargOy as 
the only means of securing our commerce from the 
grasp of the unscrupulous mistress of the seas. An 
act to that effect was passed in Dec., 1807. This ef- 
fectually prostrated what little foreign commerce had 
been left to the United States. 

In these proceedings Mr. Jefferson was stoutly op- 
posed by the Federal party. Massachusetts, then the 
chief commercial State in the Union, resisted with its 
utmost influence the Embargo Act, as pre-eminently 
destructive to its welfare, and looked to its Senators 
and Representatives in Congress to urge an opposition 
to the extreme. What course should Mr. Adams 
adopt? On the one hand, personal friendship, the 
party which elected him to the Senate, the immediate 
interests of his constituents, called upon him to oppose 
the measures of the administration. On the other hand, 
more enlarged considerations presented themselves. 
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The interest, the honor, the ultimate prosperity of the 
whole country — its reputation and influence in the 
eyes of the world — demanded that the Government 
should be supported in its efforts to check the aggres- 
sions of foreign nations, and establish the rights of 
American citizens. In such an alternative John Quincy 
Adams could not hesitate. Turning from all other 
considerations but a desire to promote the dignity and 
welfare of the Union, he threw himself, without reserve, 
into the ranks of the administration party, and labored 
zealously to second the measures of Mr. Jefierson. 

This act subjected Mr. Adams to the severest cen- 
sure. He was charged with basely forsaking his party 
— with the most corrupt venality — with the low motive 
of seeking to promote ambitious longings and selfish 
ends. But those who made these charges in sincerity 
labored under an entire misapprehension of his char- 
acter and principles of action. At this day, aided by 
the instructive history of his life, and by a perfect 
knowledge of his patriotism and devotion to truth and 
principle, as developed in his long and spotless career, 
it is clearly seen that in the event under consideration 
he but acted up to the high rule he had adopted, of 
making party and sectional considerations secondary 
to the honor and interest of the nation — an example 
which no piu^ and high-minded statesman can hesitate 
to follow. 

The Legislature of Massachusetts disapproved the 
course of Mr. Adams. By a small majority of Federal 
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votes, it elected another person to take his place in the 
Senate at the expiration of his term, and passed resolu- 
tions instructing its Senators in Congress to oppose the 
measures of Mr. Jefferson. Mr. Adams could not, 
consistently with his views of duty, obey these instruc- 
tions ; and having no disposition to represent a body 
whose confidence he did not retain, he resigned his 
seat in the Senate, in March, 1808. 

Although Mr. Adams gave most of his days to the 
service of his country, yet he was fond of literary 
pursuits, and acquired, during his hours of relaxation 
from sterner duties, a vast fund of classic lore and useful 
learning. At an early day, he had become distin- 
guished as a ripe scholar, and an impressive, dignified, 
and eloquent public speaker. His reputation for lit- 
erary and scholastic attainments quite equalled his 
fame as a politician and statesman. 

In 1804, on the death of President Willard, Mr. 
Adams was urged by several influential individuals, 
to be a candidate for the presidency of Cambridge 
University. He declined the proffered honor. During 
the following year, however, he was appointed Profes- 
sor of Rhetoric and Belles Lettres, in that institution. 
He accepted the oflice, on condition that he should be 
allowed to discharge its duties at such times as his 
services in Congress would permit. His inaugural 
address, on entering the professorship, was delivered 
on the 12th of June, 1806. His lectures on rhetoric 
and oratory were very popular. They were attended 
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by large crowds from Boston and the surrounding 
towns, in addition to the collegiate classes — a compli- 
ment which few of the professors since his day have 
received. 

Mr. Adams continued his connection with the Uni- 
versity, delivering lectures and conducting exercises 
in declamation, until July, 1800. *'It was at this time, 
and as a member of one of the younger classes at 
college, that I first saw Mr. Adams, and listened to 
his well-remembered voice from the chair of instruc- 
tion ; little anticipating, that after the lapse of forty 
years, my own humble voice would be heard, in the 
performance of this mournful office. Some who now 
hear me will recollect the deep interest with which 
these lectures were listened to, not merely by the 
youthful audience for which they were prepared, but 
by numerous voluntary hearers from the neighborhood. 
They formed an era in the University ; and were, I 
believe, the first successful attempt, in this country, at 
this form of instruction in any department of litera- 
ture. They were collected and published in two vol- 
umes, completing the theoretical part of the subject. 
I think it may be fairly said, that they will bear a 
favorable comparison with any treatise on the subject, 
at that time extant in our language. The standard of 
excellence, in every branch of critical learning, has 
greatly advanced in the last, forty years, but these 
lectures may still be read with pleasure and instruc- 
tion. Considered as a systematic and academical 
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treatise upon a subject which constituted the chief 
part of the intellectual education of the Greeks and 
Romans, these lectures, rapidly composed as they 
were delivered, and not revised by the author before 
publication, are not to be regarded in the light of a 
standard performance. But let any statesman or jurist, 
even of the present day, in America or Europe— 
whose life, like Mr. Adams's, has been actively passed 
in professional and political engagements, at home and 
abroad — attempt, in the leisure of two or thee sum- 
mers — his mind filled with all the great political topics 
of the day — to prepare a full course of lectures on any 
branch of literature, to be delivered to a difficult and 
scrutinizing, though in part a youthful audience, and 
then trust them to the ordeal of the press, and he will 
be prepared to estimate the task which was performed 
by Mr. Adams.''^ 

Mr. Adams's devotion to literary pursuits was destined 
to an early termination. On the 4th of March, 1809, 
Mr. Madison was inducted into the office of President 
of the United States. It was at that time far from 
being an enviable position. At home the country was 
rent into contending factions. Our foreign afiairs were 
in a condition of the utmost perplexity, and evidently 
approaching a dangerous crisis. The murky clouds of 
war, which had for years overshadowed Europe, seemed 
i*olling hitherward, filling the most sanguine and hope- 

* Edward Everett's Eulogy on the Life and Character of John 
Quinej AdaiBB. 
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fill minds with deep apprehension. Russia, imder its 
youthful Emperor Alexander, was rising to a promi- 
nent and influential position among the nations of 
Europe. Mr. Madison deemed it of great importance 
that the United States should be represented at that 
court by some individual eminent aUke for talents, ex- 
perience, and influence. John Quincy Adams was 
selected for the mission. In March, 1809, he was 
appointed Minister to Russia, and the summer follow- 
ing, sailed for St Petersburgh. 

In the meantime, our relations with Great Britain 
became every day more dubious. While striving, in 
every honorable manner, to come to terms of recon- 
ciliation, President Madison was making rapid prepar- 
ations for war. The people of the United States, de- 
prived by the non-intercourse act of the cheap pro- 
ductions of England, began to turn their attention and 
capital to domestic manufactures. At length the 
American Grovemment demanded peremptorily, that 
the restrictions of Great Britain and France on our 
commerce should be abrogated ; war being the alter- 
native of a refusal. The French emperor gave satis- 
factory assurances that the Berlin decree should be 
withdrawn. The En^ish government hesitated, equiv- 
ocated, and showed evident disinclination to take any 
decided step. 

*' In this doubtful state of connexion between Amer- 
ica and England, an accidental collision took place 
between vessels of the respective countries, tending 
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much to inflame and widen the existing differences. An 
English sloop-of-war, the Little Belt, commanded by 
Capt. Bingham, descried a ship off the American coast, 
and made sail to come up with it ; but finding it a 
frigate, and dubious of its nation, he retired. The 
other, which proved to be American, the President, 
under Capt. Rogers, pursued in turn. Both captains 
hailed nearly together ; and both, instead of replying, 
hailed again; and from words, as it were, came to 
blows, without explanation. Capt Bingham lost up- 
wards of thirty men, and his ship suffered severely. A 
Court of Inquiry was ordered on the conduct of Capt. 
Rogers, which decided that it had been satisfactorily 
proved to the court, that Capt. Rogers hailed the Lit- 
tle Belt first, that his hail was not satisfactorily an- 
swered, that the Little Belt fired the first gun, and 
that it was without previous provocation or justifiable 
cause."* 

Several attempts were made after this, to preserve 
the peace of the two countries, but in vain. England, 
it is true, withdrew her obnoxious Orders in Council. 
It was, however, too late. Before intelligence of this 
repeal reached the shores of the United States, war 
was declared by Congress, on the 18th of June, 1812. 

It was a popular war. Although strenuously op- 
posed by portions of the Eastern States, as destructive 
to their commerce, yet with the mass of the people 
throughout the Union, it was deemed justifiable and 
* lirtf of the Praddento. 



Digitized by 



Google 



UPE OF JOHN aUINCr ADAMS. 95 

iDdispensible. A long series of insults and injuries on 
the part of Great Britain — the seizure and confiscation 
of our ships and tsargoes ; the impressing of our sea- 
men, under circumstances of the most irritating de- 
scription ; and the adoption of numerous measures to 
the injury of our interests — had fully prepared the pub- 
lic mind in the United States, with the exception of a 
small minority, to enter upon this war with zeal and 
enthusiasm. 

With occasional reverses, genera] success attended 
our arms in every direction. On land and on sea, 
the American eagle led to victory. The combatants 
were worthy of each other. Of the same original 
stock — of the same stem, unyielding material — their 
contests were bloody and destructive in the extreme. 
But the younger nation, inspirited by a sense of wrongs 
endured, and of the justness of its cause, bore away 
the palm, and plucked from the brow of its more aged 
competitor many a laurel yet green from the ensan- 
guined fields of Europe. In scores of hotly-contested 
battles, the British lion, unused as it was to cower be- 
fore a foe, was compelled to " lick the dust" in defeat. 
At York, at Chippewa, at Fort Erie, at Lundy's Lane, 
at New Orleans, on Lake Champlain, on Lake Erie, on 
the broad ocean. Great Britain and the world were 
taught lessons of American valor, skill, and energy> 
which ages will not obliterate. 

This war, though prosecuted at the expense of 
many valuable lives, and of a vast public debt, was, 
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unquestionably, highly beneficial to the United States. 
It convinced all doubters that our government was 
abundantly able to resent aggressions, and to maintain 
its rights against the assaults of any nation on~ earth. 
This reputation has been of great service in protecting 
our commerce, and commanding respect for our flag, 
throughout the world. But the chief benefit of the 
war was the development of our internal resources, 
which, after all, form the great fountain of the wealth, 
strength, and permanence of a nation. Deprived by 
the embargo, the non-intercourse act, and the ensuing 
hostilities, of all foreign importation of goods, the 
American people were compelled to supply themselves 
by their own industry and ingenuity, with those arti- 
cles for which they had always before been dependent 
on their transatlantic neighbors. Thus was laid the 
foundation of that system of domestic manufactures 
which is destined to make the United States the great- 
est productive mart among men, and to bring into its 
lap the wealth of the world. 
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CHAPTEB V. 

MB. ADAMs' ARRIVAL AT BT. PSTERfiBURG ^HIS LKTTBRS TO HIS 

BON ON THE BIBLK — HIS RBLIGI0U8 OPINIONS PRUSSIA OF- 
FERS MEDIATION BETWEEN GREAT BRITAIN AND THE UNITED 

STATES — PROCEEDS TO GHENT TO NEGOTIATE FOB PEACE 

VISITS PARIS — ^APPOINTED ICINISTBB AT BT. JAMES — ^ARBIVSt 
IN LONDON. 

Mr. Adams arrived at St. Petersburg, as Minister 
Plenipotentiary from the United States, in the autumn 
of 1809. Twenty-eight years before, while a lad of 
fourteen, he was at the same place, as private secre- 
tary to Mr. Dana, the American Minister. The prom- 
ising boy returned to the northern capital a mature 
man, ripe in experience, wisdom, patriotism, and pre- 
pared to serve his country in the highest walks of 
diplomacy. So truly had the far-seeing Washington 
prophesied in 1795 : — *' I shall be much mistaken, if, 
in as short a time as can well be expected, he is not 
found at the head of the diplomatic ^corps, be the 
government administered by whomsoever the people 
may choose !** 

The United Slates, though but little known in 
Russia at that period, was still looked upon with 
favor, as a nation destined, in due time, to exert a 

i 
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great influence upon the afikirs of the world. Mr. 
Adams was received with marked respect at the Court 
of St. Petersburg. His familiarity with the French 
and German languages — the former the diplomatic 
language of Europe — his literary acquirements, his 
perfect knowledge of tlie political relations of the 
civilized world, his plain appearance, and republican 
simplicity of manners, in the midst of the gorgeous 
embassies of other nations, enabled him to make a 
striking and favorable impression on the Emperor 
Alexander and his Court. The Emperor, charmed 
by his varied qualities, admitted him to terms of per- 
sonal intimacy seldom granted to the most favored 
individuals. 

During his residence in Russia, the death of Judge 
Gushing caused a vacancy on the bench of the Su- 
preme Court of the United States. President Madison 
nominated Mr. Adams to the distinguished office. 
The nomination was confirmed by the Senate, but he 
declined its acceptance. 

A circumstance occurred at this time, which attract- 
ed the attention of Mr. Adams. The Russian Minister 
of the Interior, then advanced in years, having received 
many valuable presents while in office, became troubled 
with scruples of conscience, in regard to the disposal 
he should make of them. He at length calculated the 
value of all his gifts, and paid the sum into the impe- 
rial treasury. This transaction made a deep impres- 
sion on Mr. Adams, and probably led him to the 
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resolution of never accepting gifts. In order to act 
with that freedom of bias which he deemed indispen- 
sable to the faithful discharge of public duty, he en- 
deavored to avoid, as far as possible, laying himself 
under obligations to any man. When a certain book- 
seller once sent him an elegant copy of the Scriptures, 
be kept the book, but returned its full equivalent in 
money. 

While sojourning at St. Petersburg, Mr. Adams 
wrote a series of letters to a son at school in Massa- 
chusetts, on the value of the Bible, and the importance 
of its daily perusal. Since his decease they have been 
published in a volume, entitled "" Letters of John 
Quincy Adams to his son, on the Bible and its teach- 
ings.** •* Their purpose is the inculcation of a love and 
reverence for the Holy Scriptures, and a delight in 
their perusal and study. Throughout his long life, 
Mr. Adams was himself a daily and devout reader of 
the Scriptures, and delighted in comparing and con- 
sidering them in the various languages with which he 
was familiar, hoping thereby to acquire a nicer and 
clearer appreciation of their meaning. The Bible was 
emphatically his counsel and monitor through life, and 
the fruits of its guidance are seen in the unsullied 
character which he bore, through the turbid waters of 
political contention, to his final earthly rest. Though 
long and fiercely opposed and contemned in life, he 
left no man behind him who would wish to fix a stain 
on the name he has inscribed so high on the roU of his 
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country's most gifted and inustrious sons. The intrin- 
sic value of these letters, their familiar and lucid style, 
their profound and comprehensive views, their candid 
and reverent spirit, must win for them a large measure 
of the public attention and esteem. But, apart from 
even this, the testimony so unconsciously borne by 
their pure-minded and profoundly learned author, to 
the truth and excellence of the Christian faith and 
records, will not be lightly regarded. It is no slight 
testimonial to the verity and worth of Christianity, 
that in all ages since its promulgation, the great mass 
of those who have risen to eminence by their profound 
wisdom, integrity, and philanthropy, have recognized 
and reverenced, in Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of the 
living God. To the names of Augustine, Xavier, 
Fenelon, Milton, Newton, Locke, Lavater, Howard, 
Chateaubriand, and their thousands of compeers in 
Christian faith, among the world's wisest and noblest, it 
is not without pride that the American may add, from 
among his countrymen, those of such men as Washing- 
ton, Jay, Patrick Henry, and John Qdincy Adams."* 
Mr. Adams was a practical Christian.' This is 
proved by his spotless life, his strict honesty and integ- 
rity, his devotion to duty, his faithful obedience to the 
dictates of conscience, at whatever sacrifice, his rever- 
ence of God, of Christ, his respect for religion and its 
institutions, and recognition of its claims and responsi- 

* Preface to " Letters of John Quincj Adams to bis Son, on the 
Bible and its Teachings/' 



Digitized by 



Google 



UFB OP JOBK aUIHCT ADAMS. 101 

bilities. Although a Unitarian^ in his belief of doc- 
trines, yet he was no sectarian. In religion, as in 
politics, he was independent of parties. He would 
become linked to no sect in such manner as to prevent 
him from granting his countenance and assistance 
wherever he thought proper. He was a frequent 
attendant at Presbyterian and Episcopalian churches, 
and was liberal in his contributions to these and other 
denominations; it being his great desire to aid in 
building up Christianity, and not a sect. 

The influence which Mr. Adams had obtained at 
St. Petersburg, with the Emperor and his Court, was 
turned to the best account. It laid the foundation of 
those amicable relations which have ever character- 
ized the intercourse of that government with the 
United States. To this source, also, is unquestionably 
to be attributed the ofler, by the Emperor Alexander, 
of mediation between Great Britain and the United 
States. This offer was accepted by the American 
Government, and Mr. Adams, in connection with 
Messrs. Gallatin and Bayard, was appointed by the 
President to take charge of the negotiation. The lat- 
ter gentlemen joined Mr. Adams at St. Petersburg, in 
July, 1813. Conferences were held by the Commis- 
sioners with Count Romanzoff, the Chancellor of the 
Russian Empire, with a view to open negotiations. 
The British Government, however, refused to treat 

* Mr. Adams was a member of the Unitarian Church, in Quincj, 
Utm., at has death. 
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under the mediation of Russia; but proposed at the 
same time to meet American Commissioners either at 
London or Gottenburg. Messrs. Gallatin and Bayard 
withdrew from St Petersburg in January, 1814, leav- 
ing Mr. Adams in the discharge of his duties as resi- 
dent Minister. 

The proposition of the British Ministry to negotiate 
for peace, at London or Gottenburg, was accepted by 
the United States. Mr. Adams and Messrs. Bayard, 
Clay, Russell, and Gallatin, were appointed Commission- 
ers, and directed to proceed to Gottenburg for that pur- 
pose. Mr. Adams received his instructions in April, 
1814 ; and as soon as preparations for departure could 
be made, took passage for Stockholm. After repeated 
delays, on account of the difficulties of navigation at 
that early season in the northern seas, he arrived at 
that city on the 25th of May. Learning there that the 
place for the meeting of the Commissioners had been 
changed to Ghent, in Belgium, Mr. Adams proceeded 
to Gottenburg. From thence he embarked on board 
an American sloop-of-war, which had conveyed Messrs. 
Clay and Russell from the United States, and landing 
at Texel, proceeded immediately to Ghent, where he 
arrived on the 24th of June. 

In the ensuing negotiation, Mr. Adams was placed 
at the head of the American Commissioners. They 
were men of unsurpassed talents and skill, in whose 
hands neither the welfare nor the honor of the United 
States could suffer. In conducting this negotiation, 
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they exhibited an ability, a tact, an understanding of 
international law, and a knowledge of the best interests 
of their country, which attracted the favorable attention 
both of Europe and America. Their "Notes*' with 
the British Commissioners, exhibited a dignified fitin- 
ness and manly moderation, with a power of argument, 
and force of reasoning, which highly elevated their 
reputation, and that of their country, in the estimation 
of European statesmen. The Marquis of Wellesley 
declared in the British House of Lords, that, " in his 
opinion the American Commissioners had shown the 
most astonishing superiority over the British, during 
the whole of the correspondence.'* Their despatches 
to the Government at home, describing and explaining 
the progress of the negotiation in its several stages, 
gave the highest satisfaction to the people of the United 
States. It was declared in the public prints, that they 
sustained the honor of the Union as ably at Ghent as 
the patriotism and bravery of its defenders had been 
established by its seamen on the ocean, and its troops 
in their battles with •• Wellington's Invincibles." A 
good share of these encomiums of right belongs to Mr. 
Adams, who, from his knowledge of foreign affairs, 
and experience in diplomacy, as well as acknowledged 
talents, took a leading part in the negotiations. 

The American commissioners were treated with 
marks of highest respect, by the citizens of Ghent, and 
the public authorities of that town. On the anniversary 
of the Academy of Sciences and Fine Aits, at Ghent, 
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they were unanimously elected members of the institu- 
tion, and were invited to attend and imite in the exer- 
cises of the occasion. An oration on the objects of the 
institution was delivered. In the evening, a sumptuous 
banquet was served up to a numerous company. After 
the removal of the cloth, among the toasts given, was 
the following, by the Intendant of Ghent : — 

" Our distinsroished guests and fellow-aieinbeTs, the American 
Blinisters : May they succeed in making an honorable peace, to se- 
cure the liberty and independence of their country.'' 

This sentiment was received with immense applause. 
The band struck up " Hail Columbia," and the com- 
pany was filled with enthusiasm. It was some minutes 
before the tumult sufficiently subsided to admit of a 
response. Mr. Adams then arose, and, in behalf of the 
American Legation, returned thanks for the very flat- 
tering manner in which they had been treated by the 
municipality of Ghent, and particularly for the unex- 
pected honor conferred upon them by the Academy* 
After making some pertinent remarks on the importance 
and usefulness of the Fine Arts, he concluded by offer- 
ing as a toast — '* The Intendant of the city of Ghent." 

The British Commissioners were Lord Gambler, 
Henry Groulbum, and Wm. Adams. The negotiations 
opened dubiously. The demands of the British Min- 
isters were at first of such a character, that it was im- 
possible to comply with them, with any regard to the 
honor or welfare of the United States. They insisted 
that the line separating the United States tcom the 
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Canadas, should run on the southern borders of all the 
lakes from Ontario to Superior — that 4be American 
Gk>yemment should keep no armed force on these lakes, 
nor maintain any military posts on their borders, while 
the British should have the privilege of establishing 
such posts wherever they thought proper, on the 
southern shores of the lakes and connecting rivers, and 
maintaining a navy on their waters — ^that a large part 
of the district of Maine should be relinquished and ceded 
to England, to permit a direct route of communication 
between Halifax and Quebec — that the right of search 
should be granted to British ships-of-war — together 
with many other terms equally unacceptable. 

The letters of the American Commissioners to the 
Gk>vemment at home, in the early stages of the pro- 
ceedings, were couched in desponding tones. They 
gave it as their opinion that no terms of peace could be 
agreed upon. But the demands of the English Pleni- 
potentiaries were met in a manner so decided, and 
reasons were oflfered for non-compliance so cogent and 
incontrovertible, that they were compelled to recede, 
and come to terms of a more reasonable description. 
Moreover the British nation was heartily sick of foreign 
wars, which plunged the Government into debt, sacri- 
ficed the lives of its subjects, crippled their manufac- 
tories, and secured them, in fact, nothing ! At length, 
after a protracted negotiation of six months, articles of 
peace were signed by the British and American Com- 
missionerst on the 24th of December, 1814. 

5* 
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The annoonoement of this ereDt, at Gbent^ wis ia a 
manner somewhat peculiar. Mr. Todd, one of the 
Secretaries of the American Commissionersy and son-in- 
law of President Madison, had invited sereral gentlemen, 
Americans and others, to take refreshments with him 
on the 34th of December. At noon, after haring spent 
some time in pleasant conversation, the refreshments 
entered, and Mr. Todd said,—" It is 12 o'clock. Well, 
gentlemen, I announce to you that peace has been 
made and signed between America and EngUnd.** In 
a few moments, Messrs. Gallatin, Clay, Carroll and 
Hughes entered, and confirmed the annunciation. 
This intelligence was received with a burst of joy by 
all present The news soon spread through the town, 
and gave general satisfaction to the citizens. 

At Paris, the intelligence was hailed with acclama- 
tions. In the evening the theatres resounded with cries 
of ** (Sod save the Americans." 

In the United States the news of peace spread with 
the speed of the wind. Everywhere it excited the 
most lively emotions of joy. Processions, orations, 
bonfires, illuminations, attested the gratification of 
the people, and showed that, notwithstanding the gen- 
eral success which had attended our arms, they viewed 
peace as one of the highest blessings a nation can 
enjoy. 

Recognizing in this important event the hand of a 
wise and gracious overruling Providence, the hearts of 
a great Christian nation turned in gratitude toward 
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God. President Madison issued the following procla- 
mation for a day of thanksgiving : — 

*' The Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States have, by a joint resolution, signified 
their desire that a day may be recommended, to be ob- 
served by the people of the United States with reli- 
gious solemnity, as a day of thanksgiving and of de- 
vout acknowledgments to Almighty Grod, for his great 
goodness, manifested in restoring to them the blessings 
of peace. 

** No people ought to feel greater obligations to cele- 
brate the goodness of the Great Disposer of events, 
and of the destiny of nations, than the people of the 
United States. His kind providence originally con- 
ducted them to one of the best portions of the dwelling- 
place allowed for the great family of the human race. 
He protected and cherished them under all the difficul- 
ties and trials to which they were exposed in their 
early days. Under his fostering care, their habits, 
their sentiments and their pursuits prepared them for a 
transition in due time to a state of independence and 
self-government. In the arduous struggle by which it 
was attained, they were distinguished by multiplied 
tokens of his benign interposition During the interval 
which succeeded, he reared them into the strength, 
and endowed them with the resources, which have en- 
abled them to assert their national rights, and to en- 
hance their national character, in another arduous con- 
flict, which is now happily terminated by a peace and 
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reconciliation wilh tliose who have been our enemies. 
And to the same Divine Author of every good and per- 
fect gift we are indebted for all those privileges and 
advantages, religious as well as civil, which are so 
richly enjoyed in this favored land. 

" It is for blessings such as these, and more espe- 
cially for the restoration of the blessings of peace, that 
I now recommend that the second Thursday in April 
next, be set apart as a day on which the people of every 
religious denomination may in their solemn assemblies 
unite their hearts and their voices, in a free-will offer- 
ing, to their Heavenly Benefactor, of their homage of 
thanksgiving and their songs of praise." 

Before leaving Ghent, the American Commissioners 
gave a public dinner to the British Ambassadors, at 
which the Inlendant of Ghent, and numerous staff offi- 
cers of the Hanoverian service, were present. Every- 
thing indicated that the most perfect reconciliation had 
taken place between the two nations. Lord Gambier 
had arisen to give, as the first toast, "The United 
States of North America," but he was prevented by 
the courtesy of Mr. Adams, who gave *' His Majesty, 
the King of England"— on which the music struck up 
"God save the King." Lord Gambier gave as the 
second toast, " The United States of North America,** 
and the music played "Hail Columbia." Count H. 
Von Sheinhuyer presented as a toast — '* The Pacifica- 
tors of the States — ^May their union contribute to the 
happiness of the Department which is confided to my 
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government ; and may their Excellencies communicate 
to their (?oyemments the lively interest which those 
under me take in their reconciliation/' Mr. Adams 
and Lord Gambier both begged the Intendant to certify 
to the city of Ghent the gratitude of the Ministers, for 
the attention which the inhabitants had shown them 
during their residence in their midst. 

Having concluded their labors at Ghent by signing 
the treaty of peace, Mr. Adams, together with Messrs. 
Albert Gallatin and Henry Clay, was directed to pro- 
ceed to London, for the purpose of entering into nego- 
tiations for a treaty of commerce with Great Britain. 
Before leaving the continent, Mr. Adams visited Paris, 
where he witnessed the return of Napoleon from Elbe, 
and his meteoric career during the Hundred Days. 
Here he was joined in March, 1815, by his family, 
after a long and perilous journey from St. Peters- 
burg. 

On the 25th of May, Mr. Adams arrived in London 
and joined Messrs. Gallatin and Clay, who had already 
entered upon the preliminaries of the proposed com- 
mercial convention with Great Britain. In the mean 
time, Mr. Adams had revived official notice of his ap- 
pointment as Minister to the Court of St James. On 
the dd of July, 1815, the convention for regulating the 
commercial intercourse between the United States and 
Great Britain was concluded, and duly signed. It was 
afterwards ratified by both Governments, and has 
formed the basis of commerce and trade between the 
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two countries^ to the present time. At the coDclusion 
of these negotiations, Messrs. Gallatin and Clay re- 
turned to the United States, and Mr. Adams remained 
in London, in his capacity as resident Minister. 

Thus had the prediction of Washington been ful- 
filled. In '' as short a time as could well be expected," 
John Quincy Adams, as the well-merited reward of 
faithful services, had attained to the head of the Diplo- 
matic Corps of the United States. His career had 
been singularly successful ; and his elevation to the 
highest foreign stations received the general approba- 
tion of his countrymen. His simple habits, his plain 
appearance, his untiring industry, his richly stored 
mind, his unbending integrity, his general intercourse 
and correspondence with foreign courts and diploma- 
tists of the greatest distinction, all tended to elevate, in 
a high degree, the American character, in the estima- 
tion of European nations. 

The impression he made in the most eminent circles 
during his residence in London, as a statesman of un- 
surpassed general information, and critical knowledge 
of the politics of the world, was retained for years 
afterwards. Mr. Rush, who was subsequently Minis- 
ter to Great Britain, in an account of a dinner party 
at Lord Castlereagh's, notes a corroborating incident : 
^ At table, I had on my left the Saxon Minister, Baron 
Just. •♦♦♦♦• He inquired of me for Mr. Adams, 
whom he had known well, and of whom he spoke 
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highly. He said that he knew the politics of all Eu- 
rope.''^ 

''It was while Mr. Adams was Minister of the 
United States in London, that it was my personal 
good fortune to be admitted to his intimacy and friend- 
ship. Being then in London on private business, and 
having some previous acquaintance with Mr. Adams, 
I found in his house an ever kind welcome, and in his 
intercourse and conversation unfailing attraction and 
improvement. Accustomed as he had been from ear- 
liest youth to the society of the most eminent persons 
in Europe, alike in station and in ability, Mr. Adams 
never lost the entire simplicity of his own habits and 
character. Under an exterior of, at times, almost 
repulsive coldness, dwelt a heart as warm, sympathies 
as quick, and afl^tions as overflowing, as ever ani- 
mated any bosom. His tastes, too, were all refined. 
Literature and art were familiar and dear to him, and 
hence it was that his society was at once so agreeable 
and so improving. At his hospitable board, I have 
listened to disquisitions from his lips on poetry, espe- 
cially the dramas of Shakspeare, music, painting, sculp- 
ture—of rare excellence, and untiring interest. The 
extent of his knowledge, indeed, and its accuracy, in 
all branches, were not less remarkable than the com- 
plete command which he appeared to possess over all 
his varied stores of learning and information. A 
critical scholar, alike in the dead languages, in French, 
* Rush's Reskleiiee at Uie Conzt of London. 
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in German, in Italian, not less than in English — he 
could draw at will from the wealth of all these tongues 
to illustrate any particular topic, or to explain any 
apparent difficulty. There was no literary work of 
merit in any of these languages, of which he could not 
render a satisfactory account ; there was no fine paint- 
ing or statue, of which he did not know the details 
and the history ; there was not even an opera, or a 
celebrated musical composer, of which or of whom he 
could not point out the distinguishing merits and the 
chief compositions. Yet he was a hard-working, assid- 
uous man of business, in his particular vocation, and a 
more regular, punctual, comprehensive, voluminous 
diplomatic correspondence than his no country can 
probably boast of; and it is thought the more neces- 
sary to note this fact, because sometimes an opinion 
prevails that graver pursuits must necessarily exclude 
attention to what used to be called the " humanities " 
of education — those ornamental and graceful acquire- 
ments, which, as Mr. Adams well proved, not only 
are not inconsistent with, but greatly adorn, the 
weightier matters of the law and of diplomacy. I 
could dwell with much satisfaction upon the memory 
and incidents of the days to which I am now adverting, 
but am admonished, by the length to which these re- 
marks have already extended, that I may not loiter."* 

* Eulogy on John Quincj Adams, by Charles King. 
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MB. ADAMS APPOINTED 8SCRSTABT OF STATS — ^ARRIVES IK 

THE UNITED STATES PUBLIC DINNERS IN NEW YORK AND 

BOSTON — TAKES UP HIS RESIDENCE IN WASHINGTON — ^DB- 
FENDS GEN. JACKSON IN THE FLORIDA INVASION — RECOG- 
NITION OF SOUTH AMERICAN INDEPENDENCES-GREEK REV- 
OLUTION. 

James Madison, after serving his country eight 
years as President, in a most perilous period of its 
history, retired to private life, followed by the respect 
and gratitude of the people of the United States. He 
was succeeded by James Monroe, who was inaugurated 
on the 4th of March, 1817. 

Mr. Monroe was a politician of great moderation. 
It was his desire, on entering the presidency, to heal 
the unhappy dissensions which had distracted the 
country from the commencement of its government, 
and conciliate and unite the conflicting political parties. 
In forming his cabinet, he consulted eminent individ- 
uals of different parties, in various sections of the 
Union, expressing these views. Among others, he ad- 
dressed Gen. Jackson, who, on account of his success- 
ful military career, was then rising rapidly into public 
notice. In his rejJy the general remarked : — 
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** Eveiything depends on the selection of your ministry. In every 
selection, party and party feeling should be avoided. Now is the 
time to exterminate that monster^ called party spirit By selecting 
characters most conspicuous for their probity, virtue, capacity, and 
firmness, without any regard to party, you will go far, if not en- 
tirely, to eradicate those feelings, which on former occasions, threw 
so many obstacles in the way of government, and, perhaps, have the 
pleasure and honor of uniting a people heretofore politically divided. 
The Chief Magistrate of a great and powerful nation, should never 
indulge in party feelings." 

Admirable advice ! Sentiments worthy an exalted 
American statesman ! The President of a vast 
Republic, should indeed know nothing of the interest 
of party in contradistinction to the interest of the 
whole people ; and should exercise his power, his 
patronage, and his influence, not to strengthen fac- 
tions, and promote the designs of political demagogues, 
but to develop and nourish internal resources, the 
only sinews of national prosperity, and diffuse abroad 
sentiments of true patriotism, liberality, and philan- 
thropy. No suggestions more admirable could have 
been made by Gen. Jackson, and none could have 
been more worthy the consideration of Mr. Monroe 
and his successors in the presidential ohair. 

In carrying out his plans of conciliation. President 
Monroe selected John Quincy Adams for the respon- 
sible post of Secretary of State. Mr. Adams had 
never been an active partizan. In his caieer as Sen- 
ator, both in Massachusetts and in Washington, during 
Mr. Jefi*erson's administration, he had satisfactorily 
demonstrated his ability to rise above party considera- 
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tions, in the discharge of great and important duties. 
And his long absence from the country had kept him 
free from personal, party, and sectional bias, and pecu- 
liarly fitted him to take the first station in the cabinet 
of a President aiming to unite his countrymen in fra- 
ternal bonds of political amity. 

Referring to this appointment, Mr. Monroe wrote 
Gen. Jackson as follows, under date of March 1, 
1817: — *'I shalKtake a person for the Department 
of State from the eastward ; and Mr. Adams, by long 
service in our diplomatic concerns appearing to be 
entitled to the preference, supported by his ac- 
knowledged abilities and integrity, his nomination will 
go to the Senate." Gen. Jackson, in his reply, re- 
marks: — "I have no hesitation in saying you have 
made the best selection to fill the Department of State 
that could be made. Mr. Adams, in the hour of diffi- 
culty, will be an able helpmate, and I am convinced 
his appointment will afford general satisfaction." This 
prediction was well founded. The consummate ability 
exhibited by Mr. Adams in foreign negotiations had 
elevated him to a high position in the estimation of his 
countrymen. His selection for the State Department 
was received with very general satisfactioa throughout 
the Union. 

On receiving notice of his appointment to this 
responsible office, Mr. Adams, with his family, em- 
barked for the United States, on board the packet-ship 
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Washington, and landed in New York on the 6th df 
August, 1817. 

A few days after his arrival, a public dinner was 
given Mr. Adams, in Tammany Hall, New York. 
The room was elegantly decorated. In the centre 
was a handsome circle of oak leaves, roses, and flags — 
the whole representing, with much effect, our happy 
Union — and from the centre of which, as from her 
native woods, appeared our eagle, bearing in her beak 
this impressive scroll : — 

** Colambia, great Republic, tbon art bleat, 
While Empires droop, and Monarchs sink to rest'* 

Gov. De Witt Clinton, the Mayor of New York, 
and about two hundred citizens of the highest respect- 
ability, sat down to the table. Among other speeches 
made on the occasion, was the following from an 
English gentleman, a Mr. Fearon, of London : — 

"As several gentlemen have volunteered songs, I 
would beg leave to offer a sentiment, which I am sure 
will meet the hearty concurrence of all present. But, 
previous to which, I desire to express the high satisfac- 
tion which this day's entertainment has afforded me. 
Though a native of Great Britain, and but a few days 
in the United States, I am for the first time in my life 
in a free country, surrounded by free men ; and when 
I look at the inscription which decorates your eagle, I 
rejoice that I have been destined to see this day. A 
great number of the enlightened portion of my coun- 
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trymen advocate your cause— admire your principlefr. 
And though we have, unfortunately, been engaged in 
a war, I trust the result has taught wisdom to both 
parties. In your political institutions you have set a 
noble example, which, if fdlowed throughout the 
world, will rescue mankind from the dominion of those 
tyrants who jeer at the destruction which they pro- 
duce— 

* like the moonbeams on the Uasted heath, 
Mocking its desolation.' 

''Gentlemen, in conclusion, I beg to express the 
delight which I feel, and propose to you as a toast — 
May the United States be an example to the world ; 
and may civil and religious liberty cover the earth, as 
the waters do the channels of the deep." 

A public dinner was also given Mr. Adams on his 
arrival in Boston. Mr. Gray presided, and Messrs. 
Otis, Blake, and Mason, acted as Vice Presidents. 
His father, the venerable ex-President John Adams, 
was present as a guest. Among other toasts given on 
the occasion, were the following : — 

** The United States.^ — May our pnblic officers, abroad and at home, 
continue to be distinguished for integrity, talents, and patriotism." 

''Tie CommissioneTs at Ghent — ^The negotiations for peace 
have been declared, in the British Honse of Lords, to wear the 
stamp of American saperiority." 

*^ American Mannfactnres. — ^A sore and necessary object for the 
security of American independence." 

This occasion must have been one of great interest 
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to the patriarch John Adams, then more than four- 
score years of age. Nearly forty years before, he had 
said of his son : — " He behaves like a man !'* That 
son, in the prime of his days, had recently been called 
from foreign service, where he had obtained accumu- 
lated honors, to fill the highest station in the gift of the 
Executive of his country. The people of two conti- 
nents would now unite with the venerable sage, in re- 
peating the declaration — ^"He behaves like a man!" 
The patriarch stood upon the verge of the grave. But 
as the sun of his existence was gently and calmly sink- 
ing beneath the horizon, lo ! its beams were reflected 
in their pristine brightness by another orb, bom from 
its bosom, which was steadily ascending to the zenith 
of earthly fame ! 

John Quincy Adams took up his residence at Wash- 
ington, and entered upon his duties as Secretary of 
State, in September, 1817. 

During the eight years of President Monroe's admin- 
istration, Mr. Adams discharged the duties of the state 
department, with a fidelity and success which received 
not only the unqualified approbation of the President, 
but of the whole country. To him that oflice was no 
sinecure. His labors were incessant. He spared no 
pains to qualify himself to discuss, with consummate 
skill, whatever topics legitimately claimed his attention. 
The President, the cabinet, the people, reposed im- 
plicit trust in his ability to promote the interests of the 
nation in all matters of diplomacy, and confided unre- 
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servedly in his pure American feelings and love of 
country. Perfectly familiar as he was with the politi- 
cal condition of the world, Mr. Monroe entrusted him, 
without hesitation, with the management of the foreign 
policy of the Government, during his administration. 

In the autumn of 1817, the Seminole and a portion 
of the Creek Indians commenced depredations on the 
frontiers of Georgia and Alabama. Troops were sent 
to reduce them, under Gen. Gaines. His force being 
too weak to bring them to subjection, Gen. Jackson 
was ordered to take the field with a more numerous 
army, with which he overran the Indian country. Be- 
lieving it necessary to enter Florida, then a Spanish 
territory, for the more effectual subjugation of the In- 
dians, he did not hesitate to pursue them thither. The 
Spanish authorities protested against the invasion of 
their domains, and ofiered some opposition. Gen. Jack- 
son persisted, and in the result, took possession of St. 
Marks and Pensacola, and sent the Spanish authorities 
and troops to Havana. 

Among the prisoners taken in this expedition, were 
a Scotchman and an Englishman, named Arbuthnot 
and Ambrister. They were British subjects, but were 
charged with supplying the Indians with arms and 
munitions of war ; stirring them up against the whites, 
and acting as spies. On these charges they were tried 
by a court martial, of which Gen. Gaines was Pres- 
ident — ^found guilty — condemned to death, and executed 
on the 27th of April, 1816. 
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These transactions of Gen. Jackson caused great ex- 
citement throughout the United States, and subjected 
him to no little blame. The subject excited much de- 
bate in Congress. A resolution censuring him for his 
summary proceedings was introduced, but voted down 
by a large majority. In Mr. Monroe's cabinet, there 
was a strong feeling against Gen. Jackson. The 
President, and all the members, with a single exception, 
were disposed to hold him responsible for having tran- 
scended his orders. Hon. Wm. H. Crawford, who was 
in Mr. Monroe's cabinet at that time, in a letter to Mr. 
Forsyth, says: — ^"Mr. Calhoun's proposition in the 
cabinet was, that Gen. Jackson should be punished in 
some form, or reprimanded in some form.** 

Mr. Adams alone vindicated Gen. Jackson. He in- 
sisted that inasmuch as the Government had ordered 
him to pursue the enemy into Florida, if necessary, they 
were responsible for the acts of the American general, 
in the exercise of the discretionary power with which 
he had been clothed. Several cabinet meetings were 
held on the subject, in July, 1818, in which the whole 
matter was thoroughly discussed. Mr. Adams suc- 
ceeded at length in bringing the President into the 
adoption of his views, which Mr. Monroe substantially 
embodied in his next annual message to Congress. 

The intelligence of the execution of Arbuthnot and 
Ambrister, excited the highest indignation in England. 
The people viewed it as a violation of the rights of 
British subjects, and an insult to their nation, and were 
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ready to rush to war. Lord Castlereagh declared to 
Mr. Rush, the American Minister, that had the English 
cabinet but held up a finger, war would have been de- 
clared against the United States. But so able and 
convincing were the arguments which Mr. Adams 
directed Mr. Rush to lay before the British Ministers, 
in defence of the proceedings of Gen. Jackson, that 
they became convinced there was no just cause of war 
between the two countries, and exerted their influence 
against any movement in that direction. 

On the 22nd of February, 1819, a treaty was con- 
cluded at Washington, between the United States and 
Spain, by which East and West Florida, with the ad« 
jacent islands, were ceded to the Union. The negotia* 
tions which resulted in the consummation of the treaty, 
were conducted by Mr. Adams and Luis de Onis the 
Spanish Ambassador. This treaty was very advanta- 
geous to the United States. It brought to a close a 
controversy with Spain, of many years' standing, which 
had defied all the exertions of former administrations 
to adjust, and placed our relations with that country 
on the most amicable footing. In eflfecting this recon* 
ciliation, Mr. Adams deserved and received a high 
share of credit 

The recognition of the independence of the Spanish 
South American Provinces, by the Government of the 
United States, took place during Mr. Adams's admin- 
istration of the State Department. The honor of 
first proposing this recognition, in the Congress of the 

6 
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United States, and of advocatiAg it with unsurpassed 
eloquence and zeal, belongs to the patriotic Henry 
Clay. Mainly by his influence, the House of Repre- 
sentatives, in 1620, passed the following resolutions : — 

** Resolved, That the House of Representatives participate with 
the people of the United States, in the deep interest which they feel 
for the success of the Spanish Provinces of South America, which 
are straggling to establish their liberty and independence. 

** Resolved, That this House will give its constitotiona] support 
to the President of the United States, whenever he may deem it ex- 
pedient to recognize the sovereignty and independence of any of 
said Provinces." 

Mr. Adams at first hesitated on this subject. Not 
that he was opposed to the difiusion of the blessings of 
freedom to the oppressed. No man was a more ardent 
lover of liberty, or was more anxious that its institu- 
tions should be established throughout the earth, at the 
earliest practicable moment But he had many and se- 
rious doubts whether the people of the South American 
Provinces were capable of originating and maintaining 
an enlightened self-government. There was a lack of 
general intelligence among the people — a want of an 
enlarged and enlightened understanding of the princi- 
ples of rational freedom — which led him to apprehend 
that their attempts at self-government would for a long 
season, at least, result in the reign of faction and 
anarchy, rather than true republican principles. The 
subsequent history of these countries — the divisions 
and contentions, the revolutions and counter-revolu- 
tions, which have rent them asunder, and deluged 
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them in blood— clearly show that Mr. Adams but exer* 
cised a far-seeing intelligence in entertaining these 
doubts. Nevertheless, as they had succeeded in throw- 
ing off the Spanish yoke, and had, in fact, achieved 
their independence, Mr. Adams would not throw any 
impediment in their way. Trusting that his fears as 
to their ability for self-government might be ground- 
less, he gave his influence to the recognizing of their 
independence by the United States. 

In 1821 the Greek revolution broke out The peo- 
ple of that classic land, after enduring ages of the most 
brutal and humiliating oppression from the Turks, 
nobly resolved to break the chains of the Ottoman 
power, or perish in the attempt. The war was long, 
and sanguinary, but finally resulted in the emancipa- 
tion of Greece, and the establishment of its independ- 
ence as a nation. 

The inhabitants of the United States could not wit- 
ness such a struggle with indifference. A spirit of 
sympathy ran like electricity throughout the land. 
Public meetings were held in nearly every populous 
town in the Union, in which resolutions, encouraging 
the Greeks in their struggle, were passed, and contri- 
butions taken up to aid them. Money, clothing, pro- 
visions, arms, were collected in immense quantities and 
shipped to Greece. In churches, colleges, academies 
and schools — ^at the theatres, museums, and other 
places of amusement and public resort — aid was freely 
and generously given in behalf of the struggling pa- 
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triote. Many citisiens of the United States, when the 
first blast of the trumpet of liberty rang along the Ionian 
seas, and through the Peloponnesus, sped across the 
ocean, and, throwing themselves into the midst of the 
Grecian hosts, contended heroically for their emanci* 
paticm. Among these volunteers, was Col. J. P. Mil- 
ler, of Vermont, who not only gallantly fought in the 
battles of Greece, but was greatly serviceable in con* 
veying supplies from the United States to that strug- 
gling people. 

The deep sympathy which prevailed in every section 
of the Union, was soon felt in Congress. Many public 
men were anxious that the Grovemment should take 
some important and decisive step, even to hostilities, in 
behalf of Greece. Eloquent speeches were delivered in 
the House of Representatives on the exciting topic. 
Mr. Clay electrified the country with his stirring 
appeals in behalf of the land in which was established the 
first republic on earth. Mr. Webster submitted the fol- 
lowing resolution to the House of Representatives : — 

** Resolved, That provision ought to be made by law, for defray- 
ing the expense incident to the appointment of an Agrat, or Com- 
missioner, to Greece, whenever the President shall deem it expedient 
to make such appointment" 

In support of this resolution, Mr. Webster made a 
noost eloquent speech, of which the following is the 
conclusion :^ 

"* Mr. Chairman — There are some things which, to be 
well done» must be promptly done». If we even deter* 
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nine to do the thing that is now proposed, we may do 
it too late. Sir, I am not of those who are for witb- 
holding aid when it is most urgently needed, and when 
the stress is past, and the aid no longer necessary, orex^- 
whelming the suflbrers with caresses. I will not stand 
by and see my fellow-man drowning, without stretch- 
ing out a hand to help him, till he has, by his own 
efforts and presence of mind, reached the shore in 
safety, and then encumber him with aid. With suffer- 
ing Greece, now is the crisis of her fate — her great, it 
may be her last struggle. Sir, while we sit here de- 
liberating, her destiny may be decided. The Greeks, 
contending with ruthless oppressors, turn their eyes to 
us, and invoke us, by their ancestors, by their slaugh- 
tered wives and children, by their own blood poured 
out like water, by the hecatombs of dead they have 
heaped up, as it were, to heaven ; they invoke, they 
implore from us some cheering sound, some look of 
sympathy, some token of compassionate regard. They 
look to us as the great Republic of the earth — and they 
ask us, by our common faith, whether we can forget 
that they are struggling, as we once struggled, for what 
we now so happily enjoy ? I cannot say, sir, they will 
succeed ; that rests with heaven. But, for myself, sir, 
if I should to-morrow hear that they have failed — that 
their last phalanx had sank beneath the Turkish cime- 
tar, that the flames of their last city had sunk in its 
asbes, and that nought remained but the wide, melan- 
chdy waste where Greece once was — ^I should still re- 
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fleet, with the most heartfelt satisfaction^ that I have 
asked you, in the name of seven millions of freemen, 
that you would give them, at least, the cheering of one 
friendly voice.** 

The committee having in charge the raising of a 
fund for the assbtance of the Greeks, in New York, 
addressed a circular to the venerable ex-President John 
Adams, to which they received the following reply : — 

««Qtmicy,J>0C.a9, 1823. 

** Gentlbmer: — ^I have received your circular of the 12th inst, 
and I thank you for the honor you have done me in addressing it to 
me. Be assored my heart beats in unison with yours, and with 
those of your constituents, and I presume with all the really civil- 
ized part oT mankind, in sympathy with the Greeks, suffering, as they 
are, in the great cause of liberty and humanity. The gentlemen 
of Boston have taken measures to procure a general subscription in 
their &vor, through the State, and I shall contribute my mite with 
great pleasure. In the meantime I wish you, and all other gentlemen 
engaged in the virtuous work, all the success you or they can wish ; 
for I believe no effort in favor of virtue will be ultimately lost. 

** I have the honor to be. Gentlemen, your very humble Servant, 

**JoHH Adams." 

The sympathies of John Quincy Adams were ar- 
dently enlisted in behalf of the Greek Revolution. But 
with a prudence and wisdom which characterized all 
his acts, he threw his influence against any direct in- 
terference on the part of the Government of the United 
States. It would have been a departure from that 
neutral policy, in regard to European conflicts, on 
which the country had acted from the commencement 
of our national existence, alike injurious and dangerous. 
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He knew if we once entered into these wars, on any 
pretext whatever, a door would be opened for foreign 
entanglements and endless conflicts, which would re- 
sult in standing armies, immense national debts, and the 
long trail of evils of which they are the prolific source. 
When an application was made to Mr. Adams, as 
Secretary of State, through Mr. Rush, our Minister at 
London, by an Agent of Greece, for aid from the 
United States, he was compelled, on principles above 
stated, to withhold the required assistance. The cor- 
respondence which grew out of this application is suf^ 
ficientlv interesting to find a place in these pages : — 

** Andreas Lurioltis, Envoy (f the Provisional Government of 
Greece^ to the Hon, John Quincy Adams^ Secretary cf State to 
the United States of America. 

Sir : — ^I feel no slight emotion, while, in hehalf of Greece, vaj 
conntry, struggling for independence and liberty, I address myself 
to the United States of America. 

" The independence for which we combat, you have achieved. 
The liberty to which we look, with anxions solicitude, you have ob- 
tained, and consolidated in peace and in glory. 

** Yet Greece, old Greece, the seat of early civilization and free- 
dom, stretches out her hands, imploringly, to a land which sprung 
into being, as it were, ages after her own lustre had been extin- 
guished ! and ventures to hope that the youngest and most vigorous 
sons of liberty, will regard, with no common sympathy, the efforts 
of the descendants of the heir and the elder bom, whose precepts 
and whose example have served — ^though insufficient, hitherto, for 
our complete regeneration — to regenerate half a world. 

" I know, Sir, that the sympathies of the generous people of the 
United States have been extensively directed towards us; and 
since I have reached this country, an interview with their Minister, 
Mr.Ru^has served to convince me more strongly, how great their 
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claim IB on our gradtiide and our aflfoction. May I hope that aome 
means may be found to commuiucate these our feelings, of which 
I am so proud to be the organ ? We will still venture to rely oo 
their friendship. We would look to their individual, if not to their 
national, co-operaticm. Every, the slightest, assistance under present 
circumstances, will aid the progress of the great work of liberty ; 
and if, standmg, as we have stood, alone and unsupported, with 
everything opposed to us, and nothing to encourage us but patriot- 
ism, enthusiasm, and sometimes even despair : if thus we have 
gone forward, liberating our provinces, one after another, and sub- 
duing every force which has been directed against us, what may 
we not do with the assistance for which we venture to appeal to the 
generous and the free ? 

** Precipitated by circumstances into that struggle for independ- 
ence, which, ever since the domination of our cruel and reckless 
tyrants, had never oeased to be the object of our vows and prayers, 
we have, by the blessing of God, freed a considerable part of Greece 
from the ruthless invaders. The Peloponnesus, Etolia, Carmania, 
Attica, Phocida, Boetia, and the Islands of the Archipelago and 
Candia, are nearly free. The armies and the fleets which have 
been sent against us, have been subdued by the valor of our troops 
and our marine. Meanwhile we have organized a government, 
founded upon popular suffrages : and yon will probably have seen 
how closely our organic law assimilates to that constitution under 
^diich your nation so happily and so securely lives. 

" I have been sent hither by the government of Greece, to obtain 
assistance in our determined enterprize, on which we, like you, have 
staked our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honor : and I believe 
my journey has not been whdly without success. I should have 
been wanting to my duty had I not addressed you, supplicating the 
earliest display of your amiable purposes ; entreating that diplo- 
matic relations may be established between us ; communicating the 
most earnest desire of my government that we may be allowed to 
call you allies as well as friends ; and stating that we shall rejoice 
to enter upon discussions which may lead to immediate and advan- 
tageous treaties, and to receive diplomatic agents without delay. 
Both at Madrid and at Lisbon, I have been received with great kind- 
ness by the American Representative, and am pleased to record the 
expression of my gratitude. 
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*Tho«f)^ fertmmtaly, jmi iie M fkr raiBoral, and! mindtoMadi 
itof« the mnmrpolMea of Evrope as to be little iniMaoed by 
tbeir victeaitades, I Tsiiliiie to believe that Mr. Rvih wHl eiphLfai 
Id yon the chuifse which hate taken place, and an atOl in action 
aionnd ns, in onr fai^or. And I oonclode, rejoicing in the hope 
that North America and Greece may be united in tlie boode of long- 
endnring, and nnbioken concord : and have tiie honor to be, with 
eveiy aentknent of reepeet, yonr obedient homble servant 

*'Ajn>. LuEMMriiB. 
' Lendbfi, February 90, 1888.** 



MB. ADAMS TO MB. RX7SH. 

i^ Department cf Stale, 
Woikii^lcn, ISA Angutt, 1838. 

" Sir I — I have the honor of inclosing, herewith, an answer to 
the letter from Mr. Lnriottis, the Agent of the Greeks addressed 
to me, and a copy of which was tranamitted with your dispatch 
Na395. 

** If, upon the receipt of this letter, Mr. Lnriottis should still be 
in London, it will be desiraUe tlmt yon should deliver it to him in 
perMxi, accompanied with such remarks and explanations ss may 
satisfy him, and those whom he repreeenta, that, in declining the 
proposal of giving active akl to tlie cause of Grecian emancipation, 
the EiKcntive Government of the United States has been governed 
not by its inclinations, or a sentiment of indifibrence to the cause, 
but l^ its constitutkinal duties, clear and imequivocal. 

** The United States could give assistance to the Greeks, only by 
the appUcatkm of some potrtkxi of their public fcnnoes or of their 
public revenue in thrir favor, which wouM constitute them in a stale 
of war with the Ottoman Porte, and perhaps with all thfr Barbery 
powers. To make this disposal either of fcnree or of treasure, yon 
are aware is, by our constitution, not within the competency of the 
Executive. It could be determined only by an act of Congress, 
which would assuredly not be adopted, shoukL it even be recom- 
mended by the Executive. 

•* The policy of the United States, with referenoe to foreign 
nations, has always been founded upon the moral principle of natural 
law— Pcoot with all mankind. From whatever cause war between 

6* 



Digitized by 



Google 



130 LIPB OP JOHN aUINCT ADAMS. 

Other natioDS, whether faniga or domestic, has arisen, the mivaiy- 
iog law of the United States has been peace with both belligerents. 
From the first war of the French Revolation, to the recent invasion 
of Spain, there has been a snccession of wars, national and dvil, in 
almost every ooe of which (»e of the parties was contending for 
liberty or independence. In the first French revdntionary war, a 
strong impulse of feeling urged the people of the United States to 
take side with the party which, at its commencement, was contend' 
ing, apparently, at least, for both. Had the policy of the United 
States not been essentially pacific, a stronger case to claim their 
interference could scarcely have been presented. They neverthe- 
less declared themselves nentral, and the princi[4e, then deliberately 
settled, has been invariably adhered to ever since. 

** With regard to the recognition of sovereign States, and the es- 
tablishment with them of a diplomatic intercourse, the experience 
of the last thirty years has served also to ascertain the limits proper 
for the application of principles in which every nation must exer- 
cise some latitude of discretion. Precluded by their neutral posi- 
tion from interfering in the questi<m of right, the United States 
have recognized the fact of foreign sovereignty only when it was 
undbpnted, or disputed without any rati<nial prospect of success. 
In this manner the successive changes of government in many of 
the European states, and the revolutionary governments of South 
America, have been acknowledged. The condition of the Greeks 
is not yet such as will admit of their recognition, upon these 
principles. 

'^ Yet, as we cherish the most friendly feelings towards them, and 
are sincerely disposed to render them any service which may be 
compatiUe with our neutrality, it will give us pleasure to learn, 
from time to time, the actual state of their cause, political and 
military. Should Mr. Luriottis be enabled and disposed to furnish 
this information, it may always be communicated through you, and 
will be received with satisfaction here. The public accounts from 
that quarter have been of late very scanty, and we shall be glad to 
obtain any authentic particulars, which may come to your knowl- 
edge from this, or through any other channel. 

" I am with great respect. Sir, your very humble and obedient 
servant, John Qunrcr Adams.** 
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MR. ADAMS TO MB. LUBI0TTI8. 

i*" Dtpartment €f Staie^ 
Washir^tan, ISih August, 1833. 

**%: A copy of the letter which you did me the honor of ad« 
dressiiig to me, on the 20th of Febnuiry last, has been truismitted 
to me by the Biinister of the United States at London, and has re- 
ceived the deliberate consideration of the President of the United 
Sutes. 

" The sentiments with which he has witnessed the straggles of 
your coontrymen for their national emancipation and independence, 
had been made manifest to the world in a public message to the 
Congress of the United States. They are cordially felt by the peo- 
ple of this Vmcm ; who, sympathizing with the cause of freedom 
and independence wherever its standard is unfurled, behold with pe- 
culiar interest the display of Grecian energy in defence of Grecian 
Uierties, and the association of heroic exertions, at the present time, 
with the proudest glories of former ages, in the land of Epaminondaa 
and Pbilopoemon. 

<^ But while cheering with their best wishes the cause of the 
Greeks, the United States are forbidden, by the duties of their situ- 
ation, from taking part in the war, to which their relation is that 
of neutrality. At peace themselves with all the world, their estab- 
lished pdicy, and the obligations of the laws of nations, preclude 
them from becoming voluntary auxiliaries to a cause which would 
involve them in war. 

** If in the progress of events the Greeks should be enabled ta 
estaUish and organize themselves as an independent nation, the 
United States will be among the first to welcome them, in that ca- 
pacity, into the general family ; to establish diplomatic and commer- 
cial relations with them, suited to the mutual interests of the two 
countries ; and to recognize, with special satisfieiction, their consti- 
tuted state in the character of a sister Republic. 

** I have the honor to be, with distinguished consideration, Sir, 
your very humble and obedient servant, 

" JoHH QuiKCT Adams." 

The sentiments, in regard to the foreign policy of 
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our Government, which Mr. Adams embodies in this 
correspondence, he had previously expressed in an ora- 
tion delivered in the city of Washington, on the 4th of 
July, 1821, of which the following is an extract : — 

** America, in the assembly of nations, since her ad- 
mission among them, has invariably, though often fruit- 
lessly, held forth to them the hand of honest friendship» 
of equal freedom, of generous reciprocity; she has 
uniformly spoken among them, though often to heed- 
less, and often to disdainful ears, the language of equal 
liberty, of equal justice, and equal rights ; she has, in 
the lapse of nearly half a century, without a single ex- 
ception, respected the independence of other nations 
mrhile asserting and maintaining her own ; she has ab- 
stained from interference in the concerns of others, 
even when the conflict has been for principles to which 
she clings as to the last vital drop that visits the heart. 
She has seen that probably for centuries to come all 
the contests of that Aceldama, the European world* 
will be contests of inveterate power and emerging 
right. Wherever the standard of freedom and inde- 
pendence has been or shall be unfurled, there will her 
heart, her benedictions, and her prayers be. But she 
goes not abroad in search of monsters to destroy. She 
is the well-wisher to the freedom and independence 
of all — she is the champion and vindicator only of her 
own. She will recommend the general cause» by the 
countenance of her voice, and the benignant sympathy 
of her example : — she well knows that by once enlisting 
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under other banners than her own, were they even the 
banners of foreign independence, she would involve 
herself beyond the power of extrication, in all the wars 
of interest and intrigue, of individual avarice, envy 
and ambition, which assume the colors, and usurp the 
standard of freedom. The fundamental maxims of her 
policy would insensibly change from liberty to force ; 
the frontlet on her brow would no longer beam with 
the ineffable splendor of freedom and independence ; 
but in its stead would soon be substituted an imperial 
diadem, flashing in false and tarnished lustre, the murky 
radiance of dominion and power. She might become 
the dictatress of the world : she would be no longer 
the ruler of her own spirit." 

During Mr. Adams's occupancy of the state depart- 
ment, efforts were made by the American Government 
to abolish the African slave trade, and procure its de- 
nunciation as piracy, by the civilized world. On the 
28th of Feb., 1823, the following resolution was 
adopted by the House of Representatives, at Wash- 
ington, by a vote of 131 to 9 : — 

** Resolved, That the President of the Uaited States be requested 
to enter npon and to prosecute, from time to time, such negotiations 
with the several maratime powers of Europe and America, as he 
may deem expedient for the effectual abolition of the African slave 
trade, and its ultimate denunciation as piracy, under the law of 
nations, by the consent of the civilized world." 

In compliance with this resolution, Mr. Adams, as 
Secretary of State, issued directions to the American 
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Ministers in Spain, Russia, the Netherlands, Colombia, 
and Buenos Ayres, to enter into negotiations with the 
Governments of these countries on this subject. Mr. 
Adams also maintained an able correspondence with 
the Hon. Stratford Canning, the British Minister at 
Washington, in relation to the basis on which a treaty 
should be formed with Great Britain for the suppres- 
sion of the foreign slave trade. 

Mr. Rush, the American Minister at the Court of 
St. James, was directed to enter upon negotiations in 
London, to this end. Hb instructions were written 
by Mr. Adams, with his usual sound judgment and en- 
larged views of national policy, and the claims of hu- 
manity. The convention was in due time completed, 
and signed by the Plenipotentiaries of both nations, on 
the 13th of March, 1824, and was sent by Mr. Rush to 
Washington for ratification. Mr. Monroe and Mr. 
Adams were ready to give it their sanction ; but the 
Senate insbted on striking out a provision in the first 
article. The article commenced as follows : — 

** The commandere and commissioDed officers of each of the two 
high contracting parties, duly authorized, under the regulations and 
instructions of their respective Governments, to cruise on the coasts 
of Africa, of America, and of the West Indies, for the suppressioo 
of the slave trade, shall be empowered, under the conditions, lim- 
itations, and restrictions hereinafter specified," Sic. 

The Senate struck out the words '*of America^' 
This amendment the British Government would not 
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assent to. Thus the n^otiation on the slave trade, so 
near a consummation, fell to the ground. 

Mr. Monroe's administration closed on the 3rd of 
March, 1825. It was a period of uninterrupted pros- 
perity to the country. Our foreign commerce, recover- 
ing from the paralysb caused by the embargo, the. non- 
intercourse act, and the war, spread forth its wings ' 
and whitened every sea and ocean on the ^obe. The 
domestic condition of the Union was thriving beyond 
the precedent of many former years. Improvements 
in agriculture were developed; domestic manufac- 
tures received a fair protection and encouragement ; 
internal improvements, gaining more and more the at- 
tention and confidence of the people, had been prose- 
cuted to the evident benefit of all branches of business 
and enterprize. 

Another characteristic of the administration of Mr. 
Monroe is worthy of note. So judiciously and pa- 
triotically had he exercised the powers entrusted to 
him, that he disarmed opposition. Divisions, jealousies 
and contentions were destroyed, and a thorough fiision 
of all political parties took place. At his re-election 
for the second term of the presidency, there was no 
opposing candidate. There was but one party, and 
that was the great party of the American people. His 
election was unanimous. 

In all these measures, Mr. Adams was the coadjutor 
and confidential adviser of Mr. Monroe. It is no der- 
ogation from the well-merited reputation of the latter 
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to say, that many of the most striking luid praueworthy 
features of his administration were enstamped upon 
it by the labor and influence of the former. His suc- 
cess in maturing and carrying into execution his most 
popular measures must be attributed, in no small ex- 
tent, to the ability and faithfulness ol his eminent 
Secretary of State. And the historian may truly re- 
cord that to John Quincy Adams, in an eminent degree, 
belongs a portion of the honor and credit which have 
been so generally accorded to the admmistration of 
James Monroe. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

ME. ADAMs' KOMIKATIOK TO THX PRKSIDEVOT SPIRITKB 

PBSSIDXKTIAL CAMPAIGN — ^NO CHOICE BT THS PEOPLE-^ 
ELECTION GOES TO THX HOUSE OF BEPRESENTATIYE8 — ^MB. 

ADAMS ELECTED PRESIDENT HIS INAUGURATION FORMS 

HIS CABINET. 

James Moneob was the last of the illustrious line of 
Presidents whose claims to that eminent station dated 
back to the revolution. A grateful people had con- 
ferred the highest honors in their gift upon the most 
conspicuous of those patriots who had faithfully served 
them in that perilous struggle, and aided in construct- 
ing and consolidating the union of these States. This 
debt punctually and honorably discharged, they looked 
to another generation, possessing claims of a different 
description, for servants to elevate to the dignity of 
the presidential chair. 

In the midst of a large class of public men who had 
in the mean time become conspicuous for talents and 
services of various descriptions, it is no matter of sur- 
prise that the people of the United States should 
entertain a diversity of opinions in regard to the most 
suitable individual to fill a station which had hitherto 
been occupied by men whose virtues and whose patriot- 
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ism had shed the brightest lustre on the American name 
and character throughout the world. Candidates for 
the presidency were nominated in various sections of 
the Union. The eastern States turned their eyes 
instinctively towards John Quincy Adams, as one, 
among all the eminent competitors, the most fitted, by 
character and services, for the office of President of 
the United States. The members of the Legislature 
of Maine resolved — 

** That the splendid talents and incormptible mtegrity of John 
QumcT Adams, his republican habits and principles, distinguished 
public services, and extensive knowledge of, and devoted attachment 
to, the vital interests of the country, justly entitle him to the first 
honors in the gift of an enlightened and grateful people.** 

The republican members of the Massachusetts 
Legislature adopted the following resolutions : — 

** Resolved, That the ability, experience, integrity and patriotism 
of JoHH QuiHCT Adams ; his manly efforts to defend the principles 
of that government under which, in God*s providence, we hope to 
die ; his unshaken fortitude and resolution in all political exigencies ; 
his long, faithful, and valuable services, under the patronage of all 
the PresidenU of the United States, present him to the people of this 
nation, as a man eminently qualified to subserve the best interests 
of his country, and as a statesman without reproacL 

" Resolved, That a man who has given such continued and indu- 
bitable pledges of his patriotism and capacity, may be safely placed 
at the head of this nation. Every impulse of his heart, and every 
dictate of his mind, must unite promptly in the suj^rt of the inter- 
ests, the honor, and the liberty of his country. 

•* Resolved, That Johh Quihct Adams is hereby recommended by 
us to the people of the United States, as the most suitable candidate 
for the ofl&ce of Preaidoit, at the approaching electiaD." 
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A meeting of the citizens of Rhode Island passed 
the following among other resolutions : — 

** Resolved, That, although we duly acknowledge the talents and 
public services of all the candidates for the presidency, we have the 
fullest confidence in the acknowledged ability, integrity and experi- 
ence of Jobs Quihcy Adams, the accomplished scholar, the true 
republican, the enlightened statesman, and the honest man ; and we 
are desirous that his merits should be rewarded with the first office 
In the gift of the people of the Um'ted States — that his future ser- 
vices may continue unto us those blessings which, under the present 
administration of the General Government, we have so abundantly 
enjoyed." 

These were high encomiums. But who among the 
American people, now that the patriot has departed 
from earthy can survey his life, his character, and his 
services, and not acknowledge they were justly and 
richly deserved ? Similar resolutions were passed in 
all the eastern and many of the northern States. 

The west brought forward Henry Clay, one of the 
most popular orators and eminent statesman of the day. 
Gen. Jackson, who had earned a splendid military rep- 
utation, was nominated in the southwest, and Wm. H. 
Crawford was selected as the candidate representing 
the southern portion of the confederacy. These were 
all men of eminence and of acknowledged talents. 
They were worthy competitors for the highest honors 
of the Republic. 

The friends of Mr. Adams rested his claims for the 
presidency on no factitious qualities. They urged 
that his characteristics were such as to commend him 
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lo the confidence of everj true repuUicaa and well- 
wisher of his country. While his attainments were 
not of the showy and popular cast possessed by many 
public men, they yet were of that solid, practical and 
valuable description which must ever receive the sanc- 
tion of intelligent and reflecting minds. 

The qualifications on which his supporters depended, 
and to which they called the attention of the American 
people, as reasons for elevating him to the head of the 
Grcneral Government, may be summarily enumerated 
as follows : — 1. The purity of his private character — 
the simplicity of his personal habits — his unbending in- 
tegrity and uprightness, even beyond suspicion. 3. His 
commanding talents, and his acquirements both as a 
scholar and a statesman. 3. His love of country — his 
truly American feelings, in ail that concerned the wel- 
fare and honor of the United States. 4. His long 
experience in public affairs, especially his familiarity 
with our foreign relations, and his perfect knowledge of 
the institutions, the mternal condition and policy of 
European nations. 5. His advocacy of protection to 
domestic manufactures, and of a judicious system of 
internal improvements. 

In regard to internal improvements by the General 
Government, there was a difierenoe of opinion between 
Mr. Adams and President Monroe. The latter was 
strongly impressed with the beneficial tendency of a 
well-digested system of internal improvements ; but he 
believed the constitution oonforred no power on Con* 
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to make appropriations for such a purpose. It 
was in this view of the subject that he retoed a bill 
which assumed the right to adopt and execute such a 
system, passed by Congress during the session of 
1820-21. But anxious that internal improvements, 
confined to great national purposes, and with proper 
limitations, should be prosecuted, he suggested that an 
amendment of the constitution to that efiect should be 
recommended to the several States. 

Mr. Adams, however, had no doubts that Congress 
already possessed a constitutional power to prosecute 
such mtemal improvements as were of a national 
character, and calculated to benefit the Union, and to 
levy duties for the protection of domestic manufactures. 
During his entire political career he had deemed these 
to be two great points toward which the American 
Gk>vemment and people should turn their especial at- 
tention ; and he ever gave them his faithful advocacy 
and support. With consummate wisdom, he foresaw 
that the more completely our internal resources were 
developed, and the less dependent we were on foreign 
powers, the greater would be our public and private 
prosperity. He insisted that by an adequate protection 
of domestic manufactures, there would be an increased 
demand for our raw materials at home, and thus the 
several productive and manufacturing sections of the 
Republic would realize the benefits of a dependence on 
each other, and the Union would be consolidated and 
perpetuated for ages to come. 
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While a candidate for the presidency, Mr. Adams 
received a letter inquiring his views on the subject of 
internal improvement. The following is an extract 
from his reply :— • 

« On the 23rd of Feb., 1807, 1 offered, in the Senate of the United 
StftteB, of which I was then a member, the first reeolation, as I 
believe, that ever was presented to Congress, contemplating a gen- 
eral gysiem of internal improvement I thought that Ckingress pos- 
sessed the power of appropriating money to such improvement, and 
of authorizing the works necessary for making it — subject always 
to the territorial rights of the several States in or through which the 
improvement is to be made, to be secured by the consent of their 
Legislatures, and to proprietary rights of individuals, to be pur- 
chased or indemnified. I still hold the same opinicms ; and, although 
highly respecting the purity of intention of those who object, on 
constitutional grounds, to the exercise of this power, it is with 
heartfelt satisfaction that I perceive those objections gradually yield- 
ing to the paramount influence of the general welfare. Already 
have appropriations of money to great objects of internal improve- 
ment been freely made ; and I hope we shall both live to see the 
day, when the only question of our statesmen and patriots, con- 
cerning the authority of Congress to improve, by puUic works es- 
sentially beneficent, and beyond the means of less than national re- 
sources, the condition of our common country, will be how it ever 
could have been doubted." 

On another occasion, Mr. Adams expressed himself 
on the subject of internal improvements in the follow- 
ing manner : — 

** The question of the power of Congress to authorize the making 
of internal improvements, is, in other words, a question whether the 
people of this Union, in forming their common social compact, as 
avowedly for the purpose of promoting their general welfare, have 
performed their work in a manner so ineffably stupid as to deny 
themselves the means of bettering their own condition. I have too 
much respect for the intellect of my country to believe it The 
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firat object of human aasocktioii is the improvemeDt of the condidcHi 
of the associated. Roods and canals are among the most essential 
means of improving the condition of nations. And a people which 
should deliberately, by the organization of its authorized power, de* 
prive itself of the faculty of multiplying its own blessings, would 
be as wise as a creator who should undertake to constitute a human 
being without a heart." 

In addition to other claims, the friends of Mr. Adams 
urged his elevation to the presidency on the ground 
of locality. During the thirty-six years which had 
passed since the adoption of the constitution, the Gen- 
eral Government had been administered but four years 
by a northern President. It was insisted with much 
force that the southern portion of the Republic had thus 
far exerted a disproportionate influence in the execu- 
tive department of the nation. While the north, 
although far the most populous, and contributing much 
the largest portion of the means for defraying the na- 
tional expenditures, would not claim to monopolize an 
undue degree of power in controlling the measures of 
administration, yet it could justly insist that its demands 
for an equitable share of influence should be heeded. 
These suggestions unquestionably possessed a weight 
in the minds of the people, favorable to the prospects 
of Mr. Adams. 

The Presidential campaign of 1824, was more spir- 
ited and exciting than any that had taken place since 
the first election of Mr. JeflTerson. It was novel in 
the number of candidates presented foi the sufirages of 
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the people, and was conducted with great zeal and 
vigor by the friends of the different aspirants. Strictly 
speaking, it could not be called a party contest. Mr. 
Monroe's wise and prudent administration had obliter- 
ated party lines, and left a very general unanimity of 
sentiment on political principles and measures, through- 
out the Union. The various candidates — Adams, Jack- 
son, Clay, Crawford — all subscribed, substantially, to the 
same political creed, and entertained similar views as 
to the principles on which the General Government 
should be administered. The struggle was a personal 
and sectional one, more than of a party nature. 

It had long been foreseen that a choice of President 
would not be effected by the people. The result veri- 
fied this prediction. Of two hundred and sixty-one 
electoral votes. Gen. Jackson received ninety-nine, 
Mr. Adams eighty-four, Mr. Crawford forty-one, and 
Mr. Clay thirty-seven. Neither of the candidates hav- 
ing received a majority in the electoral colleges, the 
election devolved on the House of Representatives. 
This took place on the 9th of Feb., 1825. 

On the morning of that day, the House met at an 
Earlier hour than usual. The galleries, the lobbies, and 
the adjacent apartments, were filled to overflowing with 
spectators from every part of the Union to witness the 
momentous event It was a scene the most sublime 
that could be witnessed on earth. The Representatives 
of the People, in the exercise of the highest right of 
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freeihen, were about to select a citizen to administer 
the Government of a great Republic. 

All the members of the House were present, with 
the exception of one, who was confined by indisposi- 
tion. The Speaker (Henry Clay) took his chair, and 
the ordinary business of the morning was attended to 
in the usual manner. At 12 o'clock, precisely, tlie 
members of the Senate entered the hall, preceded by 
their Sergeant-at-arms, and having the President of 
the Senate at their head, who was invited to a seat on 
the right hand of the Speaker. The Senators were 
assigned seats in front of the Speaker's chair. 

The President of the- Senate. (Mr. Gaillard) then 
rose, and stated that the certificates forwarded by the 
electors from each State would be delivered to the 
Tellers. Mr. Tazewell of the Senate, and Messrs. 
John W. Taylor and Philip P. Barbour on the part of the 
House, took their places, as Tellers, at the Clerk's table. 
The President of the Senate then opened two packets, 
one received by messenger and the other by mail, con* 
taining the certificates of the votes of the State of 
New Hampshire. One of these certificates was then 
read by Mr. Tazewell, while the other was compares^ 
with it by Messrs. Taylor and Barbour. The whole 
having been read, and the votes of New Hampshire 
declared, they were set down by the Clerks of the Sen- 
ate and of the House of Representatives, seated at 
difierent tables. Thus the certificates from all the 
States were gone through with. At the conolusioB, 

7 
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theTeUers left the Clerk's tables, and, presenting them- 
selves in front of the Speaker, Mr. Tazewell delivered 
their report of the votes given. 

The President of the Senate then rose, and declared 
that no person had received a majority of the votes 
pven for President of the United States : that Andrew 
Jackson, John Quincy Adams, and William H. Craw- 
ford, were the three persons who had received the 
highest number of votes ; and that the remaining du- 
ties in the choice of a President now devolved on the 
House of Representatives. He further declared, that 
John C. Calhoun of South Carolina, having received 
182 votes, was duly elected Vice President of the 
United States, to serve four years from the 4th of 
March next. The members of the Senate then re- 
tired. 

The Speaker directed the roll of the House to be 
called by States, and the members of the respective 
delegations to take their seats in the order in which the 
States should be called, beginning at the right hand of 
the Speaker. The delegations took their seats accord- 
ingly. Ballot-boxes were distributed to each delega- 
tion, by the Sergeant-at-arms, and the Speaker directed 
that the balloting should proceed. The ballots having 
all been deposited in the boxes. Tellers were named by 
the respective delegations, being one from each State, 
who took their seats at two tables. 

Mr. Webster of Massachusetts was appointed by 
those Tellers who sat at one table, and Mr. Randolph 
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of ^Hrginia by those at the other, to announce the 
result. After the ballots were counted out, Mr. 
Webster rose, and said : — 

" Mr. Speaker : The Tellers of the votes at this 
table have proceeded to count the ballots contained 
in the boxes set before them. The result they find to 
be, that there are for John Quincy Adams, of Mas- 
sachusetts, thirteen votes ; for Andrew Jackson, of 
Tennessee, seven votes; for William H. Crawford, 
of Georgia, four votes.** 

Mr. Randolph, from the other table, made a state- 
ment corresponding with that of Mr. Webster. 

The Speaker then stated this result to the House, 
and announced that John Quinct Adams, having a 
majority of the votes of these United States, was duly 
elected President of the same, for four years, com- 
mencing on the 4th day of March, 1825. 

A committee was appointed to wait upon Mr. 
Adams, and announce to him the result of the election, 
of which Mr. Webster was chairman. On performing 
this duty, they received from Mr. Adams the following 
reply : — 

Gentlemen : — In receiving this testimonial from the Representa- 
tives of the People and States of this Union, I am deeply sensible 
aS the drcnmsttnces under which it has been given. All my pre- 
decessors have been honored with majorities of the electoral vdces, 
in the primary colleges. It has been my fortune to be placed, by 
the divisions of sentiment prevailing among our countrymen on 
this occasion, in competition, friendly and honorable, with three of 
my fellow-citizens, all justly enjoymg, in eminent degrees, the public 
fiivor ; and of whose worth, talenta and services no one entertains 
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a Ugber and more respectfal Muse than myself. The ntmes of 
two of tbem were, in the fulfilmeut of the provisions of the con- 
stitution, presented to the selection of the House of Representatives 
in concurrence with my own, — names closely associated with the 
glory of the nation, and one of them farther recommended by a 
larger majority of the primary electoral sofifrages than mine. 

In this state of things, coald my refusal to accept the trust thus 
delegated to me give an opportunity to the people to form, and to 
express, vrith a nearer approach to unanimity, the object of their 
preference, I should not hesitate to decline the acceptance of this 
eminent charge, and to submit the decision of this momentous ques- 
tion again to their determination. But the constitution itself bat 
not so disposed of the contingency which would arise in the event 
of my refusal. I shall, therefore, repair to the post assigned me by 
the call of my country, signified through her constitutional organs ; 
oppressed with the magnitude of the task before me, but cheered 
with the hope of that generous support from my fellow-citizens, 
which, in the vicissitudes of a life devoted to their service, has 
never failed to sustain me —confident in the trust, that the wisdom 
of the legislative councils will guide and direct me in the path of 
my official duty ; and relying, above all, upon the superintending 
providence of that Being ^ in whose hands our breath is, and whose 
are all our ways." 

** Gentlemen, I pray you to make acceptable to the House, the 
assurance of my profound gratitude for their confidence, and to ac- 
cept yourselves my thanks for the friendly terms in which you have 
communicated to me their decision." 

The diffidence manifested by Mr. Adams in accept- 
ing the office of President, under the peculiar circum- 
stances of his election, and his wish, if it were possible, 
to submit his claims again to the people, were unques- 
tionably uttered with great sincerity of heart. He 
was the choice of but a minority, as expressed in the 
electoral vote ; and in accordance with his republican 
principles and feelings, he would have preferred another 
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expression of public opinion. Bat the constitution 
made no provision for such an arbitrament He must 
either serve or resign. In the latter case, the Vice 
President would have discharged the duties of Presi- 
dent during the term. Mr. Adams had no alternative, 
therefore, but to accept the office, agreeably to the 
terms of the constitution. Had either of his competi- 
tors been elected by the House of Representatives, they 
would have been, as he was, a minority President 
Notwithstanding Gen. Jackson received fifteen more 
electoral votes than Mr. Adams, yet it is believed that 
m the primary assemblies the latter obtained a greater 
number of the actual votes of the people than the 
former. 

" Although Gren. Jackson had a plurality in the nom- 
inal returns from the electoral colleges, the question is, 
whether he had a plurality in the popular votes of the 
States. In North Carolina, the Crawford men had a 
great plurality over either of the Jackson and Adams 
sections ; but the two latter joining their forces, gave 
the electoral vote of the State, it being fifteen, to Gen. 
Jackson. Deduct this fi*om (^en. Jackson's plurality — 
as it should be, if the principle of plurality b to gov- 
ern — and it leaves him eighty-four, the same as the 
vote of Mr. Adams. But Mr. Adams had a great 
plurality of the popular vote of New York, and on 
this principle should be credited the eniire thirty-six 
votes of that State, whereas, he received only twenty- 
six. This adjustment would carry Mr. Adams up to 
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ninety-four, and leave Gen. Jackson with eighty-four. 
Besides, the popular majorities for Mr. Adams in the 
six New England States were greatly in excess of 
the Jackson majorities in the eight States which gave 
their vote for him ; which largely augments Mr. 
Adams' aggregate plurality in the Union over CJen. 
Jackson's. Then deduct the constitutional allowance 
for the slave vote in the slave States, as given by their 
masters. It will not be pretended that this is o, popular 
vote, though constitutional. Gen. Jackson obtained 
ffiy-five electoral votes, more than half his entire vote, 
and Mr. Adams only six from slave States. It will 
therefore be seen, that on the principle of a popular 
plurality, carried out, and carried through, (it ought 
not to stop for the advantage of one party,) Mr. 
Adams, in the election of 1824, was far ahead of (^en. 
Jackson."* 

On the the 4th of March, 1825, JohnQuincy Adams 
was inaugurated as President of the United States, 
and took the executive chair, which had been entered 
twenty-eight years before by his venerated father. 
The declaration of that father in reference to the son, 
when a lad — ** He behaves like a man !** — had gathered 
strength and meaning in the lapse of years. The people 
of the American republic, taught by a long series of 
faithful and eminent services, in the fulfilment of the 

* Colton's Life and Timet of Heniy Clay. 
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prophetic words, placed him in a position the most 
elevated and honorable, the most worthy the aim of a 
pure and patriotic ambition, that earth can afford I 

The scene at the inauguration was splendid and 
imposing. At an early hour of the day the avenues 
leading to the capitol presented an animated spectacle. 
Crowds of citizens on foot, in carriages, and on horse- 
back, were hastening to the great centre of attraction. 
Strains of martial music, and the movements of the 
various military corps, heightened the excitement. 

At 12 o*clock, the military escort, consisting of gen- 
eral and staff officers, and several volunteer companies, 
received the President elect at his residence, together 
with President Monroe, and several officers of govern- 
ment The procession, led by the cavalry, and accom- 
panied by an immense concourse of citizens, proceeded 
to the capitol, where it was received, with military 
honors, by the U. S. Marine Corps under Col. Hen- 
derson. 

Meanwhile the hall of the House of Representatives 
presented a brilliant spectacle. The galleries and the 
lobbies were crowded with spectators. The sofas be- 
tween the columns, the bar, the promenade in the rear 
of the Speaker's chair, and the three outer rows of the 
members' seats, were occupied by a splendid array of 
beauty and fashion. On the left, the Diplomatic Corps, 
in the costume of their respective Courts, occupied the 
place assigned them, immediately before the steps 
which lead to the chair. The officers of the army and 
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navy were scattered in groups throughout the hall. In 
front of the Clerk's table chairs were placed for the 
Judges of the Supreme Court. 

At twenty minutes past 12 o'clock, the marshals, in 
blue scarfs, made their appearance in the hall, at the 
head of the august procession. First came the officers 
of both Houses of Congress. Then appeared the Pres- 
ident elect, followed by the venerable ex-president 
Monroe, with his family. To these succeeded the 
Judges of the Supreme Court, in their robes of office, 
the members of the Senate, preceded by the Vice- 
President, with a number of the members of the House 
of Representatives. ' 

Mr. Adams, in a plain suit of black, made entirely 
of American manufactures, ascended to the Speaker's 
chair, and took his seat. The Chief Justice was placed 
in front of the Clerk's table, having before him another 
table on the floOr of the hall, on the opposite side of 
which sat the remaining Judges, with their faces towards 
the chair. The doors having been closed, and silence 
proclaimed, Mr. Adams arose, and, in a distinct and 
firm tone of voice, read his inaugural address. 

At the conclusion of the address, a general plaudit 
burst forth from the vast assemblage, which continued 
some minutes. Mr. Adams then descended from the 
chair, and, proceeding to the Judges' table, received 
from the Chief Justice a volume of the Laws of the 
United States, from which he read, with a loud voice, 
the oath of office. The plaudits and cheers of the 
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multitude were at this juncture repeated, accompanied 
by salutes of artillery from without. 

The congratulations which then poured in from every 
side occupied the hands, and could not but reach the 
heart, of President Adams. The meeting between 
him and his venerated predecessor, had in it something 
peculiarly affecting. General Jackson was among the 
earliest of those who took the hand of the President ; 
and their looks and deportment towards each other 
were a rebuke to vthat littleness of party spirit which 
can see no merit in a rival, and feel no joy in the 
honor of a competitor. 

Shortly ofter 1 o'clock, the procession commenced 
leaving the hall. The President was escorted back as 
he came. On his arrival at his residence, he received 
the compliments and respects of a great number of 
ladies and gentlemen, who called on him to tender 
their congratulations. The proceedings of the day 
were closed by an ** inaugural ball *' in the evening. 
Among the guests present, were the President and 
Vice-President, Ex-President Monroe, a number of 
foreign ministers, with many civil, military, and naval 
officers.* 

Mr. Adams's Inaugural Address is as follows : — 

^ In compliance vrith an usage coeval with the existence of our 
federal constitution, and sanctioned by the example of my prede- 
ceaaon in the career upon which I am about to enter, I appear, my 

* Naticmal Intelligencer. 
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feDow-citizeiis, in your presence, and in that of heaven, to bind 
myself, by the sdemnitiee of a religioas obligation, to the faithful 
performance of the duties allotted to me, in the station to which I 
have been called. 

** In unfolding to my countrjrmen the principles by which I shall 
be governed, in the fulfilment of those duties, my first resort will 
be to that constitution which I shall swear, to the best of my abil- 
ity, to preserve, protect, and defend. That revered instrument enu- 
merates the powers and prescribes the duties of the Elzecutiva 
Magistrate, and in its first words, declares the puiposes to which 
these, and the whole action of the Government instituted by it, 
should be invariably and sacredly devoted — to form a more perfect 
union, establish justice, ensure domestic tranquillity, provide for the 
common defence, promote the general welfare, and secure the bles- 
sings of liberty to the people of this Union, in their successive 
generations. Since the adoption of this social compact, one of 
these generations has passed away. It is the work of our fore- 
fiithers. Administered by some of the most eminent men, who 
contributed to its formation, through a most eventful period in the 
annals of the world, and through all the vicissitudes of peace and 
war, incidental to the condition of associated man, it has not disap- 
pointed the hopes and aspirations of those illustrious benefactors of 
their age and nation. It has promoted the lasting welfare of that 
country so dear to us all ; it has, to an extent far beyond the ordi- 
nary lot of humanity, secured the freedom and happiness of thia 
people. We now receive it as a precious inheritance from those to 
whom we are indebted for its establishment, doubly bound by the 
examples which they have left us, and by the blessings which we 
have enjoyed, as the fruits of their labors, to transmit the same, un- 
impaired, to the succeeding generation. 

** In the compass of thirty-six years, since this great national 
covenant was instituted, a body of laws enacted under its author- 
ity, and in conformity with its provisions, has unfolded its powers, 
and carried into practical operation its effective energies. Sub- 
ordinate departments have distributed the executive functicms in 
their various relations to foreign affairs, to the revenue and ex- 
penditures, and to the military force of the Union, by land and 
sea. A co-ordinate department of the judiciary has expounded 
the coQstitntion and the laws ; settling, in harmonious coincidence 
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with the legislative will, nomeroiis weighty questions of construction, 
which the imperfection of human language had rendered unavoida- 
ble. The year of jubilee since the first formation of our Union, has 
just elapsed ; that of the Declaration of our Independence is at 
hand. The consummation of both was effected by this constitu- 
tion. Since that period, a population of four millions has multiplied 
to twelve. A territory bounded by the Mississippi has been ex- 
tended from sea to sea. New States have been admitted to the 
Union, in numbers nearly equal to those of the first c<H]federation. 
Treaties of peace, amity, and commerce, have been concluded with 
the principal dominions of the earth. The people of other nations, 
inhabitants of regions acquired, not by conquests, but by compact, 
have been united with us in the participation of our rights and du- 
ties, of our burdens and blessings. The forest has fallen by the 
axe of our woodsmen — the soil has been made to teem by the tillage 
of our farmers ; our commerce has whitened every ocean. The 
domim'on of man over phpical nature has been extended by the 
invention of our artists. Liberty and law have marched hand in 
hand. All the purposes of human association have been accom- 
plished as effectually as under any other Government on the globe, 
and at a cost little exceeding, in a whole generation, the expendi- 
tures of other nations in a single year. 

** Such is the unexaggerated picture of our condition under a 
constitution founded upon the republican principle of equal rights. 
To admit that this picture has its shades, is but to say, that it is 
still the condition of men upon earth. From evil — physical, moral, 
and political — ^it is not our claim to be exempt We have suffered, 
sometimes by the visitation of Heaven through disease, oflen by 
the wrongs and injustice of other nations, even to the extremities 
of war ; and lastly, by dissentions among ourselves— dissentions, 
perhaps, inseparable from the enjoyment of freedom, but which have 
more than once appeared to threaten the dissolution of the Union, 
and, with it, the overthrow of all the enjoyments of our present lot, 
and all our earthly hopes of the future. The causes of these dis- 
sensions have been various, founded upon differences of speculation 
in the theory of republican government, upon confiicting views of 
policy in our relations with foreign nations ; upon jealousies of par- 
tial and sectional interests, aggravated by prejudices and prepossea- 
■fons, which strangers to each other are ever apt to entertain. 
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*< It is a aoorce of gratificadon and of encooragemexit to me, to 
observe that the great result of this experiment apOD the theory of 
hmnan rights, has, at the close of that generation by which it was 
formed, been crowned with saccess equal to the most sanguine 
expectations of its founders. Union, justice, tranquillity, the com- 
mon defence, the general welfare, and the blessings of liberty — 
all have been promoted by the Government under which we have 
lived. Standing at this point of time, looking back to that genera- 
tion which has gone by, and forward to that which is advancing, 
we may at once indulge in grateful exultation and in cheering 
hope. From the experience of the past, we derive instructive les- 
sons for the future. 

** Of the two great political parties which have divided the opinions 
and feelings of our country, the candid and the just will now ad- 
mit, that both have contributed splendid talents, spotless integrity, 
ardent patriotism, and disinterested sacrifices, to the formation and 
administration of the Government, and that both have required a 
liberal indulgence for a portion of human infirmity and error. The 
revolutionary wara of Europe, commencing precisely at the moment 
when the Government of the United States first went into operation 
under the constitution, excited collisions of sentiments and of sym- 
pathies, which kindled all the passions and embittered the conflict 
of parties, till the nation was involved in war, and the Union was 
shaken to its centre. This time of trial embraced a period of five- 
and-twenty years, during which the policy of the Union in its rela- 
tions with Europe constituted the principal basis of our own political 
divisions, and the most arduous part of the action of the Federal 
Government With the catastrophe in which the wars of the French 
Revolution terminated, and our own subsequent peace with Great 
Britain, this baneful weed of party strife was uprooted. From that 
time no difiference of principle, connected with the theory of gov- 
ernment, or with our intercourse with foreign nations, has existed 
or been called forth in force suflicient to sustain a continued com- 
bination of parties, or given more than wholesome animation to pub- 
lic sentiment or legislative debate. Our political creed, without a 
dissenting voice that can be heard, is, that the will of the people is 
the source, and the happiness of the people is the end, of all legit- 
imate government upon earth : that the best security for the benefi- 
cence, and the best guaranty against the abase of power, consists 
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b the freedom, the purity, and the freqaency of popular electkms : 
that the General Government of the Union, and Uie separate Grov- 
emoients of the States, are all sovereignties of legitimate powers, 
fellow-servants of the same masters — uncontrolled within their re- 
spective spheres, ancontrollable by encroachments on each other. 
If there have been those who doubted whether a confederated repre- 
sentative democracy was a Government competent to the wise and 
orderly management of the common concerns of a mighty nation, 
those doubts have been dispelled. If there have been projects of 
partial confederacies to be erected upon the ruins of the Union, they 
have been scattered to the winds. If there have been dangerous 
attachments to one foreign nation, and antipathies against another, 
they have been extinguished. Ten years of peace at home and 
abroad have assuaged the animosities of political contention, and 
blended into harmony the most discordant elements of public opinion. 
There still remains one effort of magnanimity, one sacrifice of 
prejudice and passion, to be made by the individuals tliroughout the 
nation who have heretofore followed the standards of political party. 
It is that of discarding every remnant of rancor against each other, 
of embracing, as countrymen and friends, and of yielding to talents 
and virtue alone that confidence which, in times of contention for 
principle, was bestowed only upon those who bore the badge of 
party communion. 

•* The collisions of party spirit, which originate in speculative 
opinions, or in different views of administrative policy, are in their 
nature transitory. Those which are founded on geographical divis- 
ions, adverse interests of soil, climate, and modes of domestic life, 
are more permanent, and therefore, perhaps, more dangerous. It is 
this which gives inestimable value to the character of our Govern- 
ment, at once federal and national. It holds out to us a perpetual 
admonition to preserve, alike, and with equal anxiety, the rights of 
each individual State in its own Government, and the rights of the 
whole nation in that of the Union. Whatever is of domestic con- 
cernment, unconnected with the other membera of the Union, or 
with foreign lands, belongs exclusively to the admim'stration of 
the Suite Governments. Whatsoever directly involves the rights and 
interests of the federative fraternity, or of foreign powers, is, of 
the resort of this General Government The duties of both are ob- 
vious in the general principle, though sometimes perplexed with 
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difficulties Id the detail. To respect the rights of the State Govern- 
ments is the inviolable duty of that of the Union : the Government 
of every State will feel its own obligation to respect and preserve 
the rights of the whole. The prejudices everywhere too commonly 
entertained against distant strangers are worn away, and the jeal- 
ousies of jarring interests are allayed, by the composition and func- 
tions of tlie great national councils, annually assembled, from all 
quarters of the Union, at this place. Here the distinguished men 
from every section of our country, while meeting to deliberate upon 
the great interests of those by whom they are deputed, learn to esti- 
mate the talents, and do justice to the virtues, of each other. The 
harmony of the nation is promoted, and the whole Union is knit 
together by the sentiments of mutual respect, the habits of social 
intercourse, and the ties of personal friendship, formed between the 
representatives of its several parts in the performance of their ser- 
vice at this metropolis. 

•* Passing from this general review of the purposes and injunc- 
tions of the Federal constitution and their results, as indicating 
the first traces of the path of duty in the discharge of my public 
trust, I turn to the administration of my immediate predecessor, as 
the second. It has passed away in a period of profound peace : 
how much to the satisfaction of our country, and to the honor of 
our country's name, is known to you all. The great features of its 
policy, in general concurrence with the will of the Legislature, 
have been — ^To cherish peace while preparing for defensive war-^ 
to yield exact justice to other nations, and maintain the rights of 
our own — to cherish the principles of freedom and equal rights, 
wherever they were proclaimed — to discharge, with all possible 
promptitude, the national debt — to reduce within the narrowest lim- 
its of efficiency the military force — to improve the organization 
and discipline of the army — ^to provide and sustain a school of mili- 
tary science — ^to extend equal protection to all the great interests of 
the nation — to promote the civilization of the Indian tribes ; and — 
to proceed to the great system of internal improvements, within the 
limits of the constitutional power of the Union. Under the pledge 
of these promises, made by that eminent citizen at the time of his 
first induction to this office, in fais career of eight years the internal 
taxes have been repealed ; sixty millions of the public debt have 
been discharged ; provision haa been made for the comfort and 
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relief of the aged and indigent among the surviving warriors of 
tlie Revolntion ; the regular armed force has been reduced, and its 
constitution revised and perfected ; the accountability for the expend- 
itures of public monies has been more effective ; the Floridas have 
been peaceably acquired, and our boundary has been extended to 
the Pacific Ocean ; the independence of the southern nations of this 
hemisphere has been recognized, and recommended by example and 
by counsel to the potentates of Europe ; progress has been made 
in the defence of the country, by fortifications and the increase of 
the navy — towards the effectual suppression of the African traffic in 
slaves — in alluring the aboriginal hunters of our land to the culti- 
vation of the soil and of the mind — in exploring the interior regions 
of the Union, and in preparing, by scientific researches and surveys, 
for the further application of our national resources to the internal 
improvement of our country. 

** In this brief outline of the promise and performance of my im- 
mediate predecessor, the line of duty, for his successor, is clearly 
delineated. To pursue to their consummation those purposes of 
improvement in our common condition instituted or recommended 
by him, will embrace the whole sphere of my obligation. To the 
topic of internal improvement, emphatically urged by him at his in- 
auguration, I recur with peculiar satisfaction. It is that from 
which I am convinced that the unborn millions of our posterity, who 
are in future ages to people this continent, will derive their most 
fervent gratitude to the founders of the Union — that in which the 
beneficent action of its Government will be most deeply felt and ac- 
knowledged. The magnificence and splendor of their public works 
are among the imperishable glories of the ancient republics. The 
roads and aqueducts of Rome have been the admiration of all after 
ages, and have survived thousands of years after all her conquests 
have been swallowed up in despotism, or become the spoil of bar- 
barians. Some diversity of opinion has prevailed with regard to 
the powen of Congress for legislation upon objects of this nature. 
The most respectful deference is due to doubts, originating in pure 
patriotism, and sustained by venerated authority. But nearly twenty 
years have passed since the construction of the firat national road 
was commenced. The authority for its construction was then un- 
questioned. To how many thousands of our countrymen has it 
proved a benefit ? To what smgle individual has it dver proved an 
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injiuy 7 Repeated, liberal and candid discnsskms in the Legislature 
have conciliated the sentiments, and approximated the opinions of 
enlightened minds, upon the question of constitutional power. I 
cannot but hope that, by the same process of friendly, patient, and 
persevering deliberation, all constitutional objections will ultimately 
be removed. The extent and limitation of the powers of the Gen- 
eral Government, in relation to this transcendently important interest, 
will be settled and acknowledged to the common satisfaction of all ; 
and every speculative scruple will be solved by a practical public 
blessing. 

** Fellow-citizens, you are acquainted with the peculiar circum- 
stances of the recent election, which have resulted in afibrding me 
the opportunity of addressing you at this time. You have heard 
the exposition of the principles which will direct me in the fulfil- 
ment of the high and solemn trust imposed upon me in this station. 
Less possessed of your confidence, in advance, than any of my pre- 
decessors, I am deeply conscious of the prospect that I shall stand 
more and oftener in need of your indulgence. Intentions upright 
and pure, a heart devoted to the welfare of our country, and the 
unceasing application of the faculties allotted to me to her service, 
are all the pledges that I can give for the faithful performance of 
the arduous duties I am to undertake. To the guidance of the 
legislative councils ; to the assistance of the executive and subor- 
dinate departments ; to the friendly co-operation of the respective 
State Governments ; to the candid and liberal support of the people, 
so far as it may be deserved by honest industry and zeal ; I shall 
look for whatever success may attend my public service: and 
knowing that * except the Lord keep the city, the watchman waketh 
but in vain,* with fervent supplications for His favor, to His over- 
ruling providence I commit, with humble but fearless confidence, 
my own fate, and the future destinies of my country." 

In entering upon the discharge of his duties as Pres- 
ident, Mr. Adams proceeded to form his cabinet by 
nominating Henry Clay, of Kentucky, Secretary of 
State ; Richard Rush, of Pennsylvania, Secretary of 
the Treasury ; James Barbour, of Virginia, Secretary 
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of War ; Samuel L. Southard, Secretary of the Navy, 
and Wm. Wirt, Attorney General. These were all 
men of superior talents, of tried integrity and faithful- 
ness, and well worthy the elevated positions to which 
they were called. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

CHAROB8 or COURUPTION AGAINST MR. CLAT AND MR. ADAMS 

MR. ADAMS ENTERS UPON HIS DUTIES AS PRESIDENT — 

VISIT OF LA FATETTE TOUR THROUGH THE UNITED STATES 

MR. ADAMS DELIVERS HIM A FAREWELL ADDRESS DE- 
PARTS FROM THE UNITED STATES. 

The election of Mr. Adams to the presidency, was 
a severe disappointment to the friends of Gen. Jack- 
son. As the latter had received a majority of fifteen 
electoral votes over Mr. Adams, it was confidently an- 
ticipated, nay, virtually demanded, that he should be 
elected by the House of Representatives. This claim, 
it was insisted, was in accordance with the will of the 
people, as expressed in the electoral colleges, and to 
resist it would be to violate the spirit of the constitu- 
tion, and to set at nought the fundamental principles of 
our republican Government. A sufficient reply to 
these positions is found in the fact, that Gen. Jackson 
did not receive a majority of the electoral votes, and 
hence a majority of the people could not be considered 
as desiring his election. The absolute truth, subse- 
quently obtained on this point, was, that Mr. Adams 
had received more of the primary votes of the people 
than Gen. Jackson ; and thus, according to all repub- 
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lican principles, was entitled to be considered the first 
choice of the citizens of the United States. 

The ]X)sition of Mr. Clay, in this contest for the 
presidency, was one of great delicacy and difficulty. 
He was precisely in that critical posture, that, whatever 
course he might pursue, he would be subject to mis- 
representation and censure, and could not but raise up 
a host of enemies. Originally one of the four candidates 
for the presidency, he failed, by five electoral votes, in 
having a sufficient number to be one of the three can- 
didates returned to the House of Representatives, of 
which he was then Speaker. In this posture of afiairs, 
it was evident that upon the course which should be 
pursued by Mr. Clay, and his friends in the House, de- 
pended the question who should be elected President. 
As Mr. Crawford, on account of the critical state of his 
health, was considered out of the question, Mr. Clay 
was left to choose between Mr. Adams and Gen. 
Jackson. 

In this posture of affairs, Mr. Clay saw, that however 
patriotic the principles on which he acted, and however 
pure the motives by which he might be governed in 
making his selection, he must inevitably expose him- 
self to the severest animadversions from the defeated 
party. But he did not hesitate, in the discharge of what 
be believed to be a solemn duty he owed his country, 
to throw his influence in behalf of the man whom he 
believed the best fitted to serve that country in the 
responsible office of the presidency. Long before it 
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had been foreseen such a oontingency woald occur, hii 
had expressed his want of confidence in the ability and 
fitness of Gen. Jackson for the executive chair. But 
in Mr. Adams he saw a man of the utmost purity and 
integrity of private character — a scholar of the ripest 
abilities — a statesman, a diplomatist, a patriot of un- 
questioned talents and of long experience^— one who 
had been entrusted with most important public interests 
by Washington, Adams, Jefierson, Madison and Mon- 
roe, and also had received from these illustrious men 
every mark of confidence — whose familiarity with the 
internal condition and foreign relations of the Union 
was unequalled by any public man I Between men so 
dissimilar in their qualifications, how could Mr. Clay, 
with the slightest regard to the welfare of the nation, 
the claims of patriotism, or the dictates of his con- 
science, hesitate to choose? He did not hesitate. 
With an intrepid determination to meet all conse- 
quences, he threw his influence in behalf of Mr. 
Adams, and secured his election. 

This decisive step, as had been clearly foreseen, drew 
upon the head of Mr. Clay the severest censures of the 
supporters of (xen. Jackson. Motives of the deepest 
political corruption were attributed to him. They 
charged him with making a deliberate stipulation or 
" bargain" with Mr. Adams, to give his influence, on 
the understanding that he was to receive, in payment, 
the appointment to the state department. The un- 
doubted object of this charge was to ruin Mr. Clay's 
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Aitiune prospects, and make capital to the adrantage of 
Gen. Jackson in the next presidential campaign. It 
implicated Mr. Adams equally with Mr. Clay. If the 
latter had been so corrupt as to offer his support on the 
promise of office, the former was quite as guilty in ac- 
cepting of terms so venal. There never was a more 
base charge against American statesmen — there never 
was one more entirely destitute of foundation, or even 
shadow of proof I It was at no time considered en* 
titled to the slightest particle of belief by those who 
were at Washington during these transactions and 
had an opportunity of knowing the true state of things 
at that time. But there were many, throughout the 
country, too ready to receive such reports in regard to 
public men. Both Mr. Adams and Mr. Clay were 
greatly prejudiced by this alleged collusion — a preju- 
dice which years did not efiace. 

This charge first a[^ared in a tangible form shortly 
previous to the election by the House of Representa- 
tives, in an anonymous letter in the *' Columbian Ob- 
server,'' at Philadelphia. It was soon ascertained to 
have been written by Mr. Kremer, a member of the 
House of Representatives from Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Clay immediately published a card in the National 
Intelligencer, denying, in unequivocal terms, the alle- 
gation, and pronouncing the author "an infamous 
calumniator, a dastard, and a liar !" 

A few days after this, Mr. Kremer acknowledged 
himself the author of the letter in the "Columbian 
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Observer,** and professed himself ready to prove the 
corruptions alleged : whereupon Mr. Clay demanded 
that the House raise a committee to investigate the 
case. The committee was appointed ; but Mr. Kre- 
mer, on grounds of the most frivolous description, 
refused to appear before the committee, or to furnish a 
particle of proof of the truth of the grave assertions he 
had uttered — thus virtually acknowledging their slan- 
derous character. 

Mr. Clay being in this manner denied the privilege 
of vindicating his innocence, and showing the depravity 
of his accusers, the matter continued in an unsettled 
state until the next presidential campaign, when it 
was revived in a more tangible form, and brought to 
bear adversely to Mr. Adams's administration and re- 
election. In 1827, Gen. Jackson, in a letter to Mr. 
Carter Beverly, which soon appeared in public print, 
made the following statement : — 

** Eurij in J&niiaiy, 1826, a member of Congrest of high respect- 
ability visited me one morning, and observed that he had a com- 
munication he was desirous to make to me ; that he was informed 
there was a great intrigue going on, and that it was right I should 
be informed of it ••••••♦ He said be had been informed by 

the friends of Mr. Clay, that the friends of Mr. Adams had made 
overtures to them, saying, if Mr. Clay and his friends would unite in 
aid of Mr. Adams's election, Mr. Clay should be Secretary of State ; 
that the friends of Mr. Adams were urging, as a reason to induce 
the friends of Mr. Clay to accede to their proposition, that if I were 
elected President, Mr. Adams would be continued Secretary of 
State; that the friends of Mr. Clay stated the West did not wish to 
separate fix)m the West, and if I would say, or permit any of my 
confidential friends to say, that in case I were elected President 
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Mr. Adams sboold not be continaed Secretary of State, by a com- 
plete union of Mr. Clay and his friends, they wonid pot an end to 
the presidential contest in one hoar. And he was of opinion it was 
right to fight such intriguers with their own weapons." 

On a subsequent statement. Gen. Jackson asserted 
that the gentleman who called upon him with these 
propositions was James Buchanan, of Pennsylvania. 

This was the Kremer charge made definite in cir- 
cumstances and application ; and if well grounded, 
was susceptible of plain proof. On the appearance of 
this statement by Gen. Jackson, Mr. Clay came out 
with a positive denial. He said : — 

^ I neither made, nor aathorized, nor knew of any proposition 
whatever, to either of the three candidates who were returned to 
the House of Representatives, at the last presidential election, or to 
the friends of either of them, for the purpose of influencing the re- 
sult of the election, or for any other purpose. And all allegations, 
intimations, and inuendoes, that my vote on that occasion was 
c^ered to be given, or was in fact given, in consideration of any 
stipulation or understanding, express or implied, direct or indirect, 
written or verbal, — that I was, or that any other person vras not, to 
be appointed Secretary of State ; or that I was, or in any other 
manner to be, personally benefitted, — are devoid of all truth, and 
destitute of any foundation whatever." 

Here was a direct collision between Gen. Jackson 
and Mr. Clay. All now rested with Mr. Buchanan. 
His testimony would either prostrate Mr. Clay, or 
place him, in regard to this matter, beyond the reach 
of the foulest tongue of calumny. In due time Mr. 
Buchanan made his statement, in which he denied, in 



Digitized by 



Google 



168 UFl OF JOHN aUIHGT ADAM8. 

imequiyooal language, having made any such propo- 
sition to Gen. Jackson. In his explanation he says : — 

'* I called apon General Jackson solely as his friend, upon mj m- 
dividoal responsibility, and not as the agent of Mr. Clay, or any other 
person. I never have been the polidcal friend of Mr. Clay, since 
he became a candidate for the office of President Until I saw 
General Jackson^s letter to Mr. Beverly, of the 6th ult, and at the 
same time was informed, by a letter from the editor of the United 
States Telegraph, that I was the person to whom he alltided, the 
conception never once entered my head, that he believed me to be 
the agent of Mr. Clay, or of his friends, or that I had intended to 
propose to him terms of any kind from them, or that he could have 
supposed me to be capable of expressing the opinion that * it was 
right to fight such intriguers with their own weapons.' Such a 
supposition, had I entertained it, would have rendered me exceed- 
ingly unhappy, as there is no man on earth whose good opinion I 
more valued than that of General Jackson. •♦♦♦♦•♦♦• I owe 
it to my character to make another observation. Had I ever known, 
or even suspected, that General Jackson believed I had been sent to 
him by Mr. Clay or bis friends, I should immediately have corrected 
his erroneous impression, and thus prevented the necessity for this 
most unpleasant explanation. ♦♦♦♦•♦♦ I had no authority from 
Mr. CUy, or his friends, to propose any terms to General Jackson in 
relation to their votes, nor did I ever make any such proposition." 

This statement fully and triumphantly exonerated 
Mr. Clay, Mr. Adams, and their friends, from the 
charge of "bargain" and "corruption,'* which had 
been so boldly made and widely disseminated. The 
only witness ever brought upon the stand to sup- 
port such an allegation, asserted, in a manner the 
most positive and decisive, the entire innocence of the 
parties implicated. 

That Mr. Clay, in throwing his influence in behalf 
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-of Mr. Adams, was but following out a resolution 
formed long before he had any opportunity of commu- 
nication with Mr. Adams or his friends, on the sub- 
ject, is proved by the following extract of a letter from 
a gentleman in Lexington, Ky., to the editors of the 
National Intelligencer, dated March 21, 1825 : — 

" At different times, before Mr. Clay left this place for Washings- 
too, last foil, I had conyersations with him on the subject of the 
choice of a President by the Hoase of Representativea. In all of 
them, he expressed himself as having long before decided in favcHr 
of Mr. Adams, in case the contest should lie between that gentle- 
man and General Jackson. My last interview with him was, I 
think, the day before his departure, when be was still more explicit, 
as it was then certain that the election would be transferred to that 
tribunal, and highly probaUe that he would not be among the num> 
ber returned. In the course of thb conyersation, I took occasion 
to express my sentiments with respect to the delicate and difficult 
circumstances under which he would be placed. He remariced 
that I could not more fully apprehend them than he did himself; 
but that nothmg should deter him from the duty of giving his vote ; 
and that no state of things could arise that would justify him in 
preferring General Jackson to Mr. Adams, or induce him to suppcnt 
the former. So decisive, indeed, were his declarations on this sub- 
ject, that had he voted otherwise than he did, I should have been 
compelled to regard him as deserving that species of censure which 
has been cast upon him for constantly adhering to an eariy and 
deliberate resolution." 

It was thought, by some of Mr. Clay's friends, that 
be erred in judgment in accepting the office of Secre- 
tary of State, as it would tend to strengthen his ene* 
mies in their efforts to fix upon him the charge of 
corruption. Among those entertaining this opinion 
was Mr. Crawford, himself one of the three presiden- 
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tial candidates returned to the House of Representa- 
tives. In a letter to Mr. Clay he says : — 

** I hope you know me too well to suppose thftt I have cornite- 
nanced the charge of corrapdon which has been reiterated against 
yon. The tmth is, I approved of yoor vote when it was given, and 
ahould have voted as yon did between Jackson and Adams. But 
candor compeUs me to say, that I disapproved of your accepting an 
office nnder him." 

In replying to this letter Mr. Clay remarked : — 

** I do, my dear sir, know you too well to suppose that you ever 
countenanced the charge of corruption against me. No man of 
■ense and cando^— at least none that know me— ever could or did 
countenance it. Your frank admission that you would have voted 
as I did, between Mr. Adams and Gen. Jackson, accords with the 
estimate I have ever made of 3roar intelligence, yoar independence, 
and your patriotism. Nor am I at all surprised, or dissatisfied, with 
the expression of your opinion, that I erred in accepting the place 
which I now hold. ♦•♦•♦♦♦ The truth is, as I have often said, 
my condition was one fall of embarrassments, whatever way I 
might act My own judgment was rather opposed to my accept- 
ance of the department of state. Bat my friends — and let me 
add, two of your best friends, Mr. McLane of Delaware and Mr. 
Forsyth — surged me strongly not to decline it It was represented 
by my friends, that 1 should get no credit for the forbearance, but 
that, on the contrary, it would be said that my forbearance was evi- 
dence of my having made a bargain, thoagh unwilling to execute 
it ♦♦•♦*••♦ These and other similar argumenU were pressed 
upon me ; and after a week's deliberation, I yielded to their force. 
It is quite possible that I may have erred * * « * « * i gball, at least, 
have no cause of self-reproach." 

In 1829, after Mr. Adams had retired from the Presi- 
dential chair, in reply to a letter from a committee of 
gentlemen in New Jersey, who had addressed him, bo 
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spoke of Mr. Clay as follows : ** Upon him the foulest 
slanders have been showered. Long known and ap- 
preciated, as successively a member of both Houses of 
your national Legislature, as the unrivalled Speaker, 
and at the same time most efficient leader of debates in 
one of them ; as an able and successful negotiator of your 
interests, in war and peace, with foreign powers, and 
as a powerful candidate for the highest of your trusts, 
the department of state itself was a station which by 
its bestowal could confer neither profit nor honor upon 
him, but upon which he has shed unfading honor, by 
the manner in which he has discharged its duties. 
Prejudice and passion have charged him with obtain- 
ing that office by bargain and corruption. Before you, 
my fellow-citizens, in the presence of our country and 
heaven, I pronounce that charge totally unfounded. 
This tribute of justice is due from me to him, and I 
seize with pleasure the opportunity afforded me by 
your letter, of discharging the obligation. As to my 
motives for tendering to him the department of state 
when I did, let that man who questions them come for- 
ward ; let him look around among statesmen and legis- 
lators, of this nation, and of that day ; let him then 
select and name the man whom, by his pre-eminent 
talents, by his splendid services, by his ardent patriotism, 
by his all-embracing public spirit, by his fervid elo- 
quence in behalf of the rights and liberties of mankind, 
and by his long experience in the affairs of the Union, 
fcnreigQ and domestic, a President of the United States, 
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intent only upon the welfare and honor o( his country, 
ought to have preferred to Henry Clat. Let him 
name the man, and then judge you, my fellow-citizens^ 
of my motives.** 

When Mr. Adams was on a tour in the western 
States, in the fall of 1843, in addressing the chairman 
of the committee of his reception, at Maysville, Ken- 
tucky, he said : " I tliank you, sir, for the opportunity 
you have given me of speaking of the great statesman 
who was associated with me in the administration of 
the General Government, at my earnest solicitation ; 
who belongs not to Kentucky alone, but to the whole 
Union; and who is not only an honor to this State, and 
this nation, but to mankind. The charges to which 
you refer, after my term of service had expired, and it 
was proper for me to speak, I denied before the whole 
country. And I here reiterate and re-affirm that de- 
nial ; and as I expect shortly to appear before my God, 
to answer for the conduct of my whole life, should 
these charges have found their way to the throne of 
eternal justice, I will in the presence of Omnipotence 
jnronounoe them false." 

Before the world Mr. Clay and Mr. Adams stand 
acquitted of the calumny which their enemies en- 
deavored, with an industry worthy a better cause, 
to heap upon them. The history of their country will 
do them ample justice. Their names shall stand upon 
its pages, illuminated by a well-earned fame for pa- 
triotism and &ithfiil devotion to public interests^ 
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when those of their accusers wUl be lost in a merited 
oblivion. 

Mr. Adams, having entered upon his duties as Presi- 
dent of the United States, prosecuted them with all 
that diligence and industrious application which was 
one of the leading characteristics of his life. Unawed 
by the opposition and the misrepresentations of his po» 
litical enemies, and uncorrupted by the power and in- 
fluence at hi& control, he pursued the even tenor of his 
way, having a single object in view, the promotion of 
the welfare of the people over whom he had been called 
to preside. 

In the meantime, the heart of the nation was being 
stirred by M and valued reminiscences. La Fatbttb, 
— ^a hero of the revolution — the companion of Wash- 
ington — whose blood had enriched American soil in 
defence of American, freedom^^ad expressed a wish to 
re-visit once more, before departing life, the scenes of 
his early struggles and wellt^amed glories. This inti- 
mation was first given in the following letter to CoL 
Willet, an old friend and fellow-soldier of La Fayette, 
who was then still living in New- York. 

« Paris, July 15, 1822. 
''Mt Dear Sib >— I avail myself of a good opportonity to re* 
mind yoa of your old fKend and fellow-sdcfiei^ in whose heart no 
time nordiatancecan abate the patriotic remembrance and personal 
aflfoctions of oar revolutionary times. We remain bat too few sar- 
vivors of that glorioos epoch, hi which the &te of two hemispheres 
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hu been decided. It is an additional monitor to think more of the 
ties of brotherly fnendahip which united ns. May it be in my 
power, before I join our departed companions, to visit each of them 
as are still inhsbitants of the United States, and to tell you penon- 
ally, my dear WUlet, how aflfoctionately 

** I am yonr sincere friend. La. Fatbttb.** 

Intelligence of this desire to vbit America having 
reached Congress, resolutions were passed placing a 
Grovemment ship at his disposal : — 

** Whereas that distingnished champion of freedom, and hero of 
oiir Revolution, the friend and associate of Washington, the Marqnis 
de La Fayette, a volonteer General Officer in our Revolutionary 
War, hss expressed an anxious desire to visit this countiy, the inde- 
pendence of which his valor, blood, and treasure, were so instru- 
mental in achieving : Therefore — 

** Be it Resdved, by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America, in Congress assembled, That the 
President of the United States be requested to communicate to the 
Msrqois de La Fayette the exj^ession of those sentiments of pro- 
found respect, gratitude, and affectionate attachment, which are 
cherished towards him by the Government and people of this coun- 
try ; and to assure him thst the execution of his wish and intention 
to visit this country, will be hailed by the people and Government 
with patriotic pride and joy. 

*< And be it further Resolved, That the President of the United 
States be requested to ascertain from the Marquis de La Fayette, 
the time when it will be most agreeable for him to perform his visit ; 
and that he offer to the Marquis a ccmveyance to this country in 
one of our national ships.** 

La Fayette modestly declined this offer of a public 
ship. He sailed from Havre in the packet-ship Cad- 
musy accompanied by his son, George Washington 
La Fayette, and arrived in New York on the 15th of 
August, 1824. 
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His reception at New York was sublime and brilliant 
in the extreme. The meeting between La Fayette, 
Col. Willel, Gen. Van Cortland, (Jen. Clarkson, and 
other revolutionary worthies, was highly afiecting. 
He knew them all. After the ceremony of embracing 
and congratulations were over, La Fayette sat down 
by the side of Col. Willet. " Do you remember," said 
the colonel, ** at the battle of Monmouth, I was a volun- 
teer aid to Gen. Scott 7 I saw you in the heat of bat- 
tle, you were but a boy, but you were a serious and 
sedate lad.** " Aye, aye,** returned La Fayette, ** I re- 
member well. And on the Mohawk I sent you fifty 
Indians, and you wrote me that they set up such a yell 
that they frightened the British horse, and they ran one 
way, and the Indians another." Thus these veteran 
soldiers " fought their battles o'er again.** 

From New York La Fayette proceeded on a tour 
throughout the United States. Everywhere he was 
received ^nd honored, as **the nation's guest." For 
more than a year, his journey was a complete ovation 
— ^a perpetual and splendid pageant The people ap- 
peared delirious with joy and with anxiety to hail him, 
grasp him by the hand, and shower attentions and 
honors upon him. The gratitude and love of all per- 
sons, of every age, sex, and condition, seemed hardly to 
be restrained within bounds of propriety. As he passed 
through the country, every city, village, and hamlet, 
poured out its inhabitants en masse^ to meet him. 
Celebrations, processions, dinners, illuminations, bon- 
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fires, parties, balls, serenades, and rejoicings of every 
description, attended his way, from the moment he set 
foot on the American soil, until his embarkation to 
return to his native France. 

The hearts of the people in the most distant parts 
of the Western Hemisphere were warmed and touched 
with the honors paid him in the United States. A 
letter written at that time from Buenos Ayres, says — 
**I have just received newspapers from the United 
States, informing me of the magnificent reception of 
Gen. La Fayette. I have never read newspapers with 
such exquisite delight as these ; and I firmly believe 
there never was so interesting and glorious an event in 
the civilized world, in which all classes of people parti- 
cipated in the general joy, as on this occasion. There 
is an association of ideas connected with this event, 
that produces in my soul emotions I cannot express, 
and fills my heart with such grateful recollections as I 
cannot forget but with my existence. That ten mil- 
lions of souls, actuated by pure sentiments of gratitude 
and friendship, should with one voice pronounce this 
individual the ' Guest of the Nation,' and pay him the 
highest honors the citizens of a free nation can offer, 
is an event which must excite the astonishment of 
Europe, and show the inestimable value of liberty." 

In June, 1825, La Fayette visited Boston, and on 
the 17th day of that month, it being the anniversary 
of the battie of Bunker Hill, he participated in the cer- 
emony of laying the comer stone of the monument in 
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commemoration of that event, on Bunker Hill. During 
his tour at the east, he visited the venerable ex-Presi- 
dent John Adams, at Quincy. 

But the time for his departure drew near. His jour- 
ney had extended as far south as New Orleans, west 
to St. Louis, north and east to Massachusetts. He 
had passed through, or touched, New York, New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, 
North and South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Louisi- 
ana, Mississippi, Missouri, Tennessee, Kentucky, Illi- 
nois, Indiana, Ohio, Connecticut, Rhode Island, and 
Massachusetts. 

A new frigate, the Brandy wine, named in honor of 
the gallant exploits of Gen. La Fayette at the battle of 
Brand}rwine, was provided by Congress to convey him 
to France. It was deemed appropriate that he should 
take final leave of the nation at the seat of government 
in Washington. President Adams invited him to 
pass a few weeks in the presidential mansion. Mr. 
Adams had been on intimate terms with La Fayette in 
his youth, with whom, it is said, he was a marked fa- 
vorite. During his sojourn at the capitol, he visited 
ex-Presidents Jefferson, Madison, and Monroe, at their 
several places of residence. 

Having paid his respects to these venerated sages, 
** the Nation's Guest" prepared to take his final depart- 
ure from the midst of a grateful people. The 7th of 
September, 1825, was the day appointed for taking 
leave. About 12 o'clock, the oflicers of the Greneral 

8* 
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Government, civil, military, and naval, together with 
the authorities of Washington, Georgetown, and Alex- 
andria, with multitudes of citizens and strangers, 
assembled in the President's house. La Fajrette en- 
tered the great hall in silence, leaning on the Marshal 
of the District, and one of the sons of the President 
Mr. Adams then with evident emotion, but with much 
dignity and firmness, addressed him in the following 
terms : — 

*< Geheral La Fatbttb : It has been the good fc^one of many 
of my fellow-citizens, during the coarse of the year now elapsed, 
upon your arrival at their respective places of abode to greet yon 
with the welcome of the nation. The less pleasing task now de- 
volves upon me, of bidding you, in the name of the nation. Adieu ! 

^ It were no longer seasonable, and would be superfluous, to re- 
capitulate the remarkable incidents of your eariy life— incidents 
which associated your name, fortunes, and reputation, in imperish- 
able connection with the independence and history of tho North 
American Union. 

^ The part which you performed at that important juncture was 
marked with characters so peculiar, that, realizing the fairest fable of 
antiquity, its parallel could scarcely be found in the authentic records 
of human history. 

** You deliberately and peraeveringly preferred toil, danger, the 
endurance of every hardship, and privation of every comfort, in de- 
fence of a holy cause, to inglorious ease, and the allurements of 
rank, affluence, and unrestrained youth, at the most splendid and 
fascinating court of Europe. 

*" That this choice was not less wise than magnanimous, the sanc- 
tion of half a century, and the gratulations of unnumbered voices, 
all unable to express the gratitude of the heart, with which your 
visit to this hemisphere has been welcomed, afford ample demon- 
stration. 

^ When the contest of freedom, to which you had repaired as a 
voluntary champioo, had dosed, by the complete triumph of her 
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cause in this couDtry of your adoption, you returned to fulfil the 
dudes of the philanthropist and patriot, in the land of your nativity. 
There, in a consistent and undeviating career of forty years, you 
have maintained, through every vicissitude of alternate success and 
disappointment, the same glorious cause to which the first years of 
your active life had been devoted, the improvement of the moral and 
political condition of man. 

** Throughout that long succession of time, the people of the 
United States, for whom and with whom you have fought the bat^ 
ties of liberty, have been living in the full possession of its fruits ; 
one of the happiest among the family of nations. Spreading in 
population ; enlarging in territory ; acting and sufiering according 
to the condition of their nature ; and laying the foundations of the 
greatest, and, we humbly hope, the most beneficient power, that ever 
regulated the concerns of man upon earth. 

'* In that lapse of forty years, the generation of men with whom 
you cooperated in the conflict of arms, has nearly passed away. 
Of the general officers of the American army in that war, you alone 
survive. Of the sages who guided our councils; of the warriors 
who met the foe in the field, or upon the wave, with the exception 
of a few to whom unusual length of days has been alloted by Hea- 
ven, all now sleep with their fathers. A succeeding, and even a 
third generation, have arisen to take their places ; uxl their chil- 
dren's children, while rising up to call them blessed, have been 
taught by them, as well as admonished by their own constant enjoy* 
ment of freedom, to include in every benison upon their fathers, the 
name of him, who came from afar, with them and in their cause to 
conquer or to fall. 

^ The universal prevalence of these sentiments was signally man- 
ifested by a resolution of Congress, representing the whole people, 
and all the States of this Union, requesting the President of the 
United States to communicate to you the assurances of the grateful 
and affectionate attachment of this government and people, and de- 
siring that a national ship might be employed, at your convenience, 
for your passage to the borders of our country. 

'* The invitation was transmitted to you by my venerable prede- 
cessor, himself bound to you by the strongest ties of personal friend- 
ship ; himself one of those whom the highest honors of his country had 
rewarded for blood early shed in her cause, and for a long life of 
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doTodon to her welfare. By him the aervicea of a nattonal ship 
were placed at your disposal . Yoar delicacy preferred a more pri- 
vate conveyance, and a full year has elapsed since yon landed upon 
onr shores. It were scarcely an exaggeration to say that it has 
heen to the people of the Union a jear of nnintermpted festivity 
and enjojrment, inspired by your presence. Yon have traversed the 
twenty-four States of tlds great confederacy— you have been re- 
ceived with rapture by the survivors of your earliest companions in 
arms — ^you have been hailed, as a long-absent parent, by their chil- 
dren, the men and women of the present age ; and a rising genera- 
tion, the hope of future time, in numbers surpassing the whole popu- 
lation of that day when you fought at the head and by the side of 
their forefathers, have vied with the scanty remnants of that hour 
of trial, in acclamations of joy, at beholding the face of him whom 
they feel to be the common benefactor of all You have heard the 
mingled voices of the past, the present, and the future age, joining 
in one universal chorus of delight at your approach ; and the shouts 
of unbidden thousands, which greeted your landing on the soil of 
freedom, have followed every step of your way, and still resound 
like the rushing of many waters, from every comer of our land. 

** You are now about to return to the country of your birth— of 
your ancestors — of your posterity. The executive Government of 
the Union, stimulated by the same feeling which had prompted the 
Congress to the designation of a national ship for your accommoda- 
tion in coming hither, has destined the first service of a frigate, re- 
cently launched at this metropolis, to the less welcome, but equally 
distinguished trust, of conveying you home. The name of the ship 
has added one more memorial to distant regions and to future ages, 
of a stream already memorable at once in the story of your sufier- 
ings and of our independence. 

" The ship is now prepared for your reception, and equipped for 
■ea. From the moment of her departure, the prayers of millions 
will ascend to heaven, that her passage may be prosperous, and 
your return to the bosom of your family as propitious to your hap- 
piness as your visit to this scene of your youthful glory has been 
to that of the American people. 

"Go then, our beloved friend: return to the land of brilliant ge- 
nius, of generous sentiments, of heroic valor; to that beautiful 
France, the nursing mother of the twelfth Louis, and the fourth 
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Henry ; to tbe native sdl of Bayard and Coligne, of Tnrenne and 
Catinat, of Fenelon and D'Aguesseaa ! In that illostrioaa catalogue 
of names, which she claims as of her children, and with honest pride 
holds up to the admiration of other nations, the name of La Fatettb 
has already for centuries been enrolled. And it shall henceforth 
burnish into brighter fame : for, if in after days, a Frenchman shall 
be called to indicate the character of his nation by that of one indi- 
vidual, during the age in which we live, the blood of lofty patriotism 
shall mantle in his cheek, the fire of conscious virtue shall sparkle 
in his eye, and he shall pronounce the name of La Fatette. Yet 
we, too, and our children in life, and after death, shall claim you 
for our own. You are ours, by that more than patriotic self-devo- 
tion with which you flew to the aid of our fathers at the crisis of 
their fate : ours by that long series of years in which you have 
cherished us in your regard : ours by that unshaken sentiment of 
gratitude for your services, which is a precious portion of our in. 
heritance : ours by that tie of love, stronger then death, which has 
linked your name, for the endless ages of time, with the name of 
Washington. 

" At the painful moment of parting from you, we take comfort in 
the thought, that wherever you may be, to the last pulsation of your 
heart, our country will ever be present to your ajSections ; and a 
cheering consolation assures us that we are not called to sorrow, 
most of all, that we shall see your face no more. We shall in- 
dulge the pleasing anticipation of beholding our friend again. In 
the mean time, speaking in the name of the whole people of the 
United States, and at a loss only for language to give utterance to 
that feeling of attachment with which the heart of the nation 
beats, as be«its the heart of one man — ^I bid you a reluctant and 
affectionate farewell ! ! 

At the conclusion of this address, Gen. La Fayette 
replied as follows : — 

" Amidst all my obligations to the Grenend Government, and par- 
ticulariy to you, sir, its respected Chief Magistrate, I have most 
thankfully to acknowledge the opportunity given me, at this solemn 
and painful moment, to present the people of the United States 
with a parting tribute of profound, inexpressible gratitude. 
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** To have been in the infant and critical days of these States 
adopted by them as a favorite son; to have participated in the 
trials and perils of oar unspotted struggle for independence, linee- 
dom, and equal rights, and in the foundation of the American era 
of a new social order^ which has already pervaded this, and must, 
for the dignity and happiness of mankind, successively pervade 
every part of the other hemisphere ; to have received, at every stage 
of the revolution, and during forty years afVer that period, from tiie 
people of the United States and their Representatives at home and 
abroad, continual marks of their confidence and kindness^ — hajs 
been the pride, the encouragement, the support of a long and event- 
ful life. 

** But how could I find words to acknowledge that series of wel- 
comes, those unbounded and universal displays of public affection, 
which have marked each step, each hour, of a twelvemonth's prog- 
ress through the twenty-four States, and which, while they over- 
whelm my heart with grateful delight, have most satisfactorily 
evinced the concurrence of the people in the kind testimonies, in the 
immense favors bestowed on me by the several branches of their 
Representatives, in every part and at the central seat of the con- 
federacy ? 

" Yet gratifications still higher awaited me. In the wonders of 
creation and improvement that have met my enchanted eye, in the 
unparalleled and self-felt happiness of the people, in their rapid 
prosperity and insured security, public and private, in a practice of 
good order, the appendage of true freedom, and a national good 
sense, the final arbiter of all difiiculties, I have had proudly to recog^ 
nize a result of the republican principles for which we have fought, 
and a glorious demonstration to the most tinud and prejudiced 
minds, of the superiority, over degrading aristocracy or d^potism, 
of popular institutions, founded on the plain righu of man, and 
where the local rights of every section are preserved under a con- 
stitutional bond of union. The cherishing of that union between 
the States, as it has been the farewell entreaty of our great paternal 
Washington, and will ever have the dying prayer of every Ameri- 
can patriot, so it has become the sacred pledge of the emancipation 
of the world ; an object in which I am happy to observe that the 
American people, while they give the animating example of suc- 
caesful free institutions, in return for an evil entailed upon them by 
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Europe, and of which a liberal and enlightened sense is every- 
where more and more generally felt, show themselves every day 
more anxioasly Interested. 

^ And now, sir, how can I do justice to my deep and lively feel- 
ings for the assnrances, most peculiarly valued, of your esteem 
and friendship; for your so very kind references to old times — to my 
beloved associates — ^to the vicissitudes of my life ; for your affecting 
picture of the blessings poured, by the several generations of the 
American people, on the remaining days of a delighted veteran ; for 
your affectionate remarks on this sad hour of separaticMi — on the 
country of my birth, full, I can say, of American sympathies— on 
the hope, so necessary to me, of my seeing again the country that 
has deigned, near a half a century ago, to call me hers 7 I shall 
content myself, refraining from superfluous repetitions, at once, be- 
fore you, sir, and this respected circle, to proclaim my cordial con- 
firmation of every one of the sentiments which I have had daily 
opportunities publicly to utter, from the time when your venerable 
predecessor, my old brother in arms and friend, transmitted to me 
the honorable invitation of Congress, to this day, when you, my 
dear sir, whose friendly connection with me dates from your earliest 
youth, are going to consign me to the protection, across the Atlan- 
tic, of the heroic national flag, on board the splendid ship, the name 
of which has been not the least flattering and kind among the num- 
berless favors conferred upon me. 

** God bless you, sir, and all who surround us. God bless the 
American people, each of their States, and the Federal Government 
Accept this patriotic farewell of an overflowing heart Such will 
be its last throb when it ceases to beat" 



As the last sentence of the farewell was pronounced. 
La Fayette advanced and took President Adams in his 
arms, while tears poured down his venerable cheeks. 
Retiring a lew paces, he was overcome by his feelings, 
and again returned, and falling on the neck of Mr. 
Adams, exclaimed in broken accents, *' God bless you P* 
It was a scene at once solemn and moving, as the 
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sighs and tears of many who witnessed it bore testi- 
mony. Having recovered his self-possession, the Gen- 
eral stretched out his hands, and was in a moment 
surrounded by tlie greetings of the whole assembly, 
who pressed upon him, each eager to seize, perhaps 
for the last time, that beloved hand which was opened 
so freely for our aid when aid was so precious, and 
which grasped with firm and undeviating hold the 
steel which so bravely helped to achieve our deliver- 
ance. The expression which now beamed from the 
face of this exalted man was of the finest and most 
touching kind. The hero was lost in the father and 
the friend. Dignity melted into subdued aflfection, 
and the friend of Washington seemed to linger with 
a mournful delight among the sons of his adopted 
country. 

A considerable period was then occupied in con- 
versing with various individuals, while refreshments 
were presented to the company. The moment of 
departure at length arrived; and having once more 
pressed the hand of Mr. Adams, he entered the ba- 
rouche, accompanied by the Secretaries of State, of 
the Treasury, and of the Navy, and passed from tlie 
capital of the Union. An immense procession accom- 
panied him to the banks of the Potomac, where the 
steamboat Mount Vernon awaited to convey him down 
the river to the frigate Brandy wine. The whole scene 
— the peals of artillery, the sounds of numerous military 
bands, the presence of the vast concourse of people^ 
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and the occasion that assembled them, produced emo** 
tions not easily described, but which every American 
heart can readily conceive. As the steamboat moved 
ofi^ the deepest silence was observed by the whole 
multitude that lined the shore. The feelings that per- 
vaded them was that of children bidding farewell to a 
venerated parent. 

When the boat came opposite the tomb of Wash- 
ington, at Mount Vernon, it paused in its progress. 
La Fayette arose. The wonders which he had per- 
formed, for a man of his age, in successfully accomplbh- 
ing labors enough to have tested his meridian vigor, 
whose animation rather resembled the spring than the 
winter of life, now seemed unequal to the task he was 
about to perform — ^to take a last look at '' The tomb of 
Washington !" He advanced to the effort. A silence 
the most impressive reigned around, till the strains of 
sweet and plaintive music completed the grandeur 
and sacred solemnity of the scene. All hearts beat in 
unison with the throbbings of the veteran's bosom, as 
he looked, for the last time, on the sepulchre which 
contained the ashes of the first of men I He spoke 
not, but appeared absorbed in the mighty recollections 
which the place and the occasion inspired. 

After this scene, the boat resumed its course, and the 
next morning anchored in safety near the Brandywine. 
Here La Fayette took leave of the Secretaries of State, 
the Treasury, and the Navy, and the guests who had 
accompanied him from Washington, together with 
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many military and naval officers and eminent citizens 
who had assembled in various crafts near the frigate 
to bid him farewell. The weather had been boisterous 
and rainy, but just as the affecting scene had closed, 
the sun burst forth to cheer a spectacle which will long 
be remembered, and formed a magnificent arch, reach- 
ing from shore to shore — the barque which was to bear 
the venerable chief being immediately in the centre. 
Propitious omen ! Heaven smiles on the good deeds 
of men ! And if ever there was a sublime and virtuous 
action to be blessed by heaven and admired by men, it 
b when a free and grateful people unite to do honor to 
their friend and benefactor !* 

* National latelligencer. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

JOHN ADAMS AKD THOMAS JSFFERSON — THEIR CORRSSPON- 

DKNOB THEIR DEATH MR. WEBSTEr's EULOOT — JOHN Q. 

ADAMS YISITB QUINCT — HIS SPEECH AT THE PUBUO SCHOOL 
DINNER IN FANEUIL HALL. 

The patriarchs John Adams and Thomas Jefferson 
still lingered on the shores of time. The former had 
attained the good old age of 90 years, and the latter 
82. Mrs. Adams, the venerable companion of the 
ex-President, died in Quincy, on the 28th of Oct., 1818, 
aged 74 years. Although, amid the various political 
strifes through which they had passed during the half 
century they had taken prominent parts in the affairs 
of their country, Adams and Jefferson had frequently 
been arrayed in opposite parties, and cherished many 
views quite dissimilar, yet their private friendship and 
deep attachment had been unbroken. It continued to 
be cherished with generous warmth to the end of their 
days. This pleasing fact, together with the wonderful 
vigor of their minds in extreme old age, is proved by 
the following interesting correspondence between them, 
which took place four years before their decease : — 
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lOU JXFFSBSOV TO lOU ADAMS. 

" MantkeUo, June 1, 1822. 
** It is very long, my dear sir, since I have written to yon. My 
dislocated wrist is now become so stiff, that I write slowly, and with 
pain ; and therefore write as little as I can. Yet it is dae to mo- 
toal friendship, to ask once in a while how we do ? The papers tell 
us that General Starke is ofl^ at the age of ninety-three. ***** 
still lives at about the same age, cheerfol, slender as a grasshopper, 
and so mach without memory, that he scarcely recognizes the mem- 
bers of his hoosehoUL An intimate friend of his called on him, 
not long since. It was difficult to make him recolleet who he was, 
and sitting one hour, he told him the same story fonr times ofver. 
Is this life ? — with laboring step 

*To tread our fbrmer footatoptt pso* the routtd 
Eternal t^-«o be«l and beat 
The beaten track— Co tee what we hare ■een— 
To taste the taetad— o^ oar palatea to deoaat 
Another Yintagef 

** It is, at most, but the life of a cabbage, surely not worth a wish. 
When all our faculties have left, or are leaving us, one by one, 
sight, hearing, memory, every avenue of pleasing sensation is closad) 
and athumy, debility, and mal-aiae left in their places, when the 
friends of our youth are all gone, and a generation is risen around 
US whom we know not, is death an evil ? 

* When one by one oar liee ar« torn* 
And Meod fh>ni frtend Is snatchM forlon; 
When man la left akme to moami 
Oh, Uien, how iweet Itla to diel 

< When trembUng Umbs reniee their waight, 
And fllmi alow gathering dim the eight ; 
When doods obacore the mental light, 
Til nature*8 kindest boon to die T 

** I really think so. I have ever dreaded a doting old age ; and 
my health has been generally so good, and is now so good, that I 
dread it still. The rapid decline of my strength during the kat 
winter, has made me hope sometimes, that I see land. During 
summer, I enjoy its temperature, but I shudder at the approach of 
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r, and wish I cookl aleop Unoiigh it, with the dormooae, and 
Oily wake wkh him in spring, if ever. They say that Starke coold 
walk abont his room. I am told yon walk well and firmly. I can 
only nach my garden, and that with sensible fiuigue. I ride, how- 
ever, daily ; bat reading is my delight. I should wish never to pot 
pen lo paper ; and the more because of the treachenms practice 
Bome people have, of pablishing one's letters without leave. Lord 
Manafiekl declared it a breach of trust, and punishable at law. I 
think it ohonld be a penitentiary felony ; yet you will have seen 
that they have drawn me out into the arena of the newspapers. 
Although I know it is too late for me to buckle on the armor of 
youth, yet my indignation would not permit me passively to receive 
the kick of an ass. 

" To return to the news of the day, it seems that the cannibals 
of Europe are going to eat one another again. A war between 
Russia and Turkey is like the battle of the kite and snake ; which- 
ever destroys the other, leaves a destroyer the less for the world. 
This pugnadous humor of mankind seems to be the law of his 
Datura ; one of the obstacles to too great multiplication, provided in 
the mechanism of the universe. The cocks of the hen-yard kill 
oae another ; bears, bulls, rams, do the same, and the hone in his 
wihl state kills all the young males, until, worn down with age and 
war, some vigorous youth kills him. ******l hope we shall 
prove how much hap|^ for man the Quaker policy is, and that the 
Hfe of the feeder is better than that of the JiglOer. And it is some 
consolation that the desolation by these maniacs of one part of the 
earth is the means of imfHoving it in other parts. Let the latter 
be our office ; and let us milk the cow while the Russian hokls her 
by the horns, and the Turk by the tail. God bless you, and give 
you health, strength, good spirits, and as much of life as you think 
wofth having. Thomas Jsffsbsoh." 

lau ADAMS* SBPLT. 

•'Qtitncy, Jtmll, 18S3. 
* Dbab Sir ^^Half an hour ago I received, and this moment hav« 
beard read, for the third or fourth time, the best letter that ever was 
written by an octogenarian, dated June 1st 

** I have not sprained my wrist ; but both my arms and hands aro 
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80 ofentnined that I cannot write a line. Pocnt Starke Temeni- 
bered nothing, and could talk of nothing bat the battle of Benning- 
1,0,1 2 ♦ »»»»»»» is not quite so reduced. I cannot mount mj 
horse, but I can walk three miles o?er a rugged, rocky mountain, 
and have done it within a month ; yet I feel, when sitting in my 
chair, as if I could not rise out of it ; and when risen, as if I could 
not walk across the room. My sight is very dim, hearing ptettj 
good, memory poor enough. 

** 1 answer your question^ — Is death an evil t It is not an evil. 
It is a blessing to the individual and to the world ; yet we ought not 
to wish for it, till life becomes insupportaUe. We must wait the 
pleasure and convenience of the ' Great Teacher.' Winter is as 
terrible to me as to you. I am almost reduced in it to the li/e of a 
bear or a torpid swallow. I cannot read, but my delight is to hear 
others read ; and I tax all my friends most unmercifully and tyran- 
nically against their consent 

** The ass has kicked in vain ; all men say the dull animal has 
missed the mark. 

" This globe is a theatre of war ; its inhabitants are all heroes. 
The little eels in vinegar, and the animalcules in pepper-water, I 
believe, are quarrelsome. The bees are as warlike as the Romans, 
Russians, Britons, or Frenchmen. Ants, caterpillars, and canker- 
worms are the only tribes among whom I have not seen battles; 
and Heaven itself, if we believe Hindoos, Jews, Christians, and 
Mahometans, has not always been at peace. We need not trouble 
ourselves about these things, nor fret ourselves because of evil 
doers ; but safely trust the < Ruler with his skies.' Nor need we dread 
the approach of dotage ; let it come if it must ******, it seems, 
still delights in his four stories ; and Starke remembered to the last 
his Bennington, and exulted in his glory ; the worst of the evil is, 
that our friends will suffer more by our imbecility than we ourselves. 

** In wishing for your health and happiness, I am very selfish ; 
for I hope for more letters. This is worth more than five hundred 
dollars to me ; for it has already given me, and will continue to give 
me, more pleasure than a thousand. Mr. Jay, who is about your 
age, I am told, experiences more decay than you do. 
** I am your old friend, 

"JoHX Adams.'' 
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This correspondence excited attention in Europe. 
The editor of the London Morning Chronicle prefaces 
it with the following remarks : — 

** What a contrast the following correspondence of the two rival 
Presidents of the greatest Repablic of the world, reflecting an old 
age dedicated to virtue, temperance, and philosophy, presents to the 
heart-sickening details, occasionally disclosed to us, of the miser- 
able beings who fill the thrones of the continent. There is not, per- 
bapa, one sovereign of the continent, who in any sense of the word 
can be said to honor our nature, whUe many make us almost 
ashamed of it. The curtain is seldom drawn aside without exhibit^ 
ing to us beings worn out with vicious indulgence, diseased in 
mind, if not in body, the creatures of caprice and insensibility. On 
the other hand, since the foundation of the American Republic, the 
chair has never been filled by a man, for whose life (to say the 
least,) any American need once to blush. It must, therefore, be 
some compensation to the Americans for the absence of pure mon- 
archy, that when they look upwards their eyes are not always 
met by vice, and meannesss, and often idiocy." 

John Adams joined his fellow-citizens of Quincy, 
Mass., in celebrating the 4th of July, 1823, at the age 
of 88 years. Being called upon for a toast, he gave 
the following : — 

** The excellent President, Grovemor, Ambassador, and Chief Jus- 
tice, John Jat, whose name, by accident, was not subscribed on the 
DscLABATioir OF Irdbpendbncb, as it ought to have been, for he 
was one of its ablest and faithfullest supporters. — ^A splendid star 
just setting below the horizon." 

It would be difficult (said the Boston Patriot,) fully 
to describe the delicate manner in which this toast 
was received and noticed by the company. Instead 
of loud acclamations, which succeeded the other toasts, 
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it was fdlowed by soft and interrupted interjections 
and aspirations, as if each individual was casting up an 
ejaculatory prayer, ttiat the two illustrious sages might 
pass the remainder of their days in tranquillity and ease, 
and finally be landed on the blissful shores of a happy 
eternity. 

In September, 1826, President Adams, with his fam- 
ily, left Washington, on a visit to his venerable father, 
at Quincy. He travelled without ostentation, and espe- 
cially requested that no public display might be mani- 
fested. At Philadelphia, Mrs. Adams was taken ill, and 
the President was compelled to proceed without her. 
This visit was of short duration. Called back to 
Washington by public afiairs, he left Quincy on the 
14th of October. It was his last interview on earth 
with his venerated parent The aged patriarch had 
lived to see his country emancipated from foreign thral- 
dom, its independence acknowledged, its union con- 
summated, its prosperity and perpetuity resting on an 
immovable foundation, and his son elevated to the 
highest office in its gift. It was enough I His work 
accomplished — ^the book of his eventful life written and 
sealed for immortality — ^he was ready to depart and be 
at peace. 

The 4th of July, 1826, will long be memorable for 
one of the most remarkable coincidences that has 
ever taken place in the history of nations. It was the 
fiftieth anniversary — ^the ** jubilee''— of American inde- 
pendence! Preparations had been made throughout 
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the Union, to celebrate the day with unusual ponnp 
and display. John Adams and Thomas Jefferson had 
both been invited to participate in the festivities of the 
occasion, at their several places of abode. But a higher 
summons awaited them ! they were bidden to a 
"jubilee*^ above, which shall have no end I On that 
half-century anniversary of American Independence, 
at nearly the same hour of the day, the spirits of 
Adams and Jeflferson took their departure from earth ! ! 
Amid the rejoicings of the people, the peals of artillery, 
the strains of music, the exultations of a great nation 
in the enjoyment of freedom, peace, and happiness, they 
were released from the toils of life, and allowed to en- 
ter on their rest. 

The one virtually the mover, the other the framer, of 
the immortal Declaration of Independence — they had 
together shared the dangers and the honors of the rev- 
olution — had served their country in various impor- 
tant and responsible capacities — had both received the 
highest honors in the gift of their fellow-citizens — had 
lived to see ibp nation to which they assisted in giving 
birth assume a proud stand among the nations of the 
earth — ^her free institutions framed, consolidated, tried, 
and matured — her commerce hovering over all seas — 
respected abroad, united^ prosperous, happy at home— - 
what more had earth in store for them ? Together 
they had counselled — together they had dared the 
power of a proud and powerful Government — ^together 
they had toiled to build up a great and prosperous peo- 

9 
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pie — ^together they rejoiced in the success with which 
a wise and good Providence had crowned their labors 
— and ti^ther, on their country's natal day, amid the 
loud-swelling acclamations of the ^national jubilee," 
their freed spirits soared to light and glory above I 

The venerable ex-President Adams had been failing 
for several days before the 4th of July. In reply to an 
invitation from a committee of the citizens of Qumcy, 
to unite with them in celebrating the fiftieth anniver- 
sary of American independence, he had written a note, 
from which the following is an extract : — 

** The present feeble state of my health Mrill not permit me to in- 
dulge the hope of participating with more than my best wishes, in 
the joys, and festivities, and the solemn services of that day oo 
which will be completed the fiftieth year from its birth, of the inde- 
pendence of the United States : a memorable epoch in the annals 
of the human race, destined in fntore history to form the hrightest 
or the blackest page, according to the use or the abuse of those po- 
litical institutions by which they shall, in time to come, be shaped 
by the human mind." 

Being solicited for a toast, to accompany the letter, 
he gave — *' Independence forever ! !" He was asked 
if anything should be added to it. Immediately he 
replied — '*Not a word r This toast was drank at the 
celebration in Quincy, about fifty minutes before the 
departure of the venerated statesman from earth. 

On the morning of the 4th, which was ushered in 
by the ringing of bells and firing of cannon, he was 
asked if he knew what day it was ? — •* O yes," he re- 
plied, " it is the glorious fourth of July — God bless it ! — 
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Grod bless you all 1 1" In the course of the day he 
said, '* It IS a great and glorious day." The last words 
he uttered were, •* Jefferson survives 1" But the spirit 
of Jefferson had already left the body, and was hover- 
ing over the earth, to accompany his to higher and 
brighter scenes of existence 1 1 

Mr. Jefferson had been sensible for some days, that 
his last hour was at hand. He conversed with his 
family and friends, with the utmost composure, of his 
departure, and gave directions concerning his coffin 
and his funeral. He was desirous that the latter 
should take place at Monticello, and that it should be 
without any display or parade. On Monday he in- 
quired the day of the month 7 Being told it was the 
dd of July, he expressed an earnest desire that he 
might be allowed to behold the light of the next day — 
the fiftieth anniversary of American independence. 
His prayer was heard and answered. He beheld the 
rising of that sun on the morning of the 4th, which 
was to set on a nation mourning the loss of two of its 
noblest benefactors, and its brightest ornaments. He 
was cheerful to the last. A day or two previous, being 
in great pain, he said to his physician — " Well, doctor, 
a few hours more, and the struggle will be over." 

On the morning of the last day, as the physician en- 
tered his apartment, he said, '' You see, doctor, I am 
here yet." On a member of his family expressing an 
opmion that he was better, he replied, with evident hn- 
patienc^— ** Do not imagine for a moment that I feel 
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the smallest solicitude as to the result." Some individ- 
ual present uttering a hope that he might recover, he 
asked with a smile — ** Do you think I fear to die V 
Thus departed Thomas Jefferson. His last words 
were — ** I resign my soul to my God, and my daughter 
to my country !** 

President J. Q. Adams receiving intelligence at 
Washington of the illness of his father, started im- 
mediately for Quincy. Shortly before arriving at Bal- 
timore, tidings reached him that the patriarch had gone 
to his rest. Mr. Adams pursued his journey, but did 
not arrive at Quincy in season to be present at the 
funeral. This took place on the 7th of July. It was 
attended by a large body of citizens, assembled from 
the surrounding region. The funeral services took 
place at the Unitarian church in Quincy, on which 
occasion an impressive discourse was delivered by the 
Pastor, Rev. Mr. Whitney. The pall-bearers were 
Judge Davis, President Kirkland, Gov. Lincoln, Hon. 
Mr. Greenleaf, Judge Story, and Lieut. (Jov. Win- 
throp. During the exercises and the moving of the 
procession, minute guns were fired firom Mount Wal- 
laston, and from various eminences in the adjoining 
towns, and every mark of respect was paid to the 
remains of one who filled so high a place in the history 
of his country and the regard of his fellow-citizens. 

On the 2d of August, Mr. Webster delivered a 
eulogy on the death of Adams and Jefiferson, before 
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the city authorities of Boston, and a vast body of 
people, in Faneuil Hall. President Adams was pres- 
ent. It was one of Mr. Webster's most eloquent and 
successful attempts. He commenced as follows : — 

" This is an UDaccnatoaied spectacle. For the first time, fellow* 
citizens, badges of moorning shrond the columns and overhang the 
arches of this hall. These walls, which were consecrated, so long 
ago, to the cause of American liberty, which witnessed her infant 
struggles and rung with the shouts of her earliest victories, proclaim 
now, that distinguished friends and champions of that great cause 
have fallen. It is right that it should be thus. The tears which 
flow, and the honors that are paid, when the Founders of the Repub- 
lic die, give hope that the Republic itself may be immortal. It is 
fit, that by public assembly and solemn observance, by anthem and 
by eulogy, we commemorate the services of national benefactors, ex- 
tol their virtues, and render thanks to God for eminent blessings, 
early given and long continued to our favored country. 

** Adams and Jeffebson are no more ; and we are assembled, 
fellow-citizens, the aged, the middle-aged and the young, by the 
spontaneous impulse of all, under the authority of the municipal 
government, with the presence of the chief magistrate of the com- 
monwealth, and others of its ofiicial representatives, the university, 
and the learned societies, to bear our part in these manifestations of 
respect and gratitude, which universally pervade the land. Adams 
and Jeffbeson are no more. On our fiftieth anniversary, the great 
national jubilee, in the very hour of public rejoicing, in the midst of 
echoing and re-echoing voices of thanksgiving, while their own 
names were on all tongues, they took their fli^t together to the 
world of spirits." 

The conclusion of Mr. Webster's eulogy was equally 
impressive : 

** Fellow-dtizens : I will detain you no longer by this faint and 
feeble tribute to the illustrious dead. Even in other hands, adequate 
justice could not be performed, within the limits of this occasion. 
Their highest, their best praise, is your deep conviction of their 
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merits, jtmr aSeetioiuita gmtHode for tlieir labon and tenrioeB. Il 
is not my voice, it is this ceesation of ordiitaiy purauits, this arrest- 
ing of all attention, those solemn ceremonies, and this crowded 
hoase, which speak their eulogy. Their fiune, indeed, is safe. 
That is DOW treasured up, beyond the reach of accident Although 
no sculptored marUe should rise to their memory, nor engraved stone 
bear recoid to their deeds, yet will their remembraace be aa lasting 
as the land they honored. Marble columns may, indeed, moulder 
into dost, time may erase all impreas from the crambling stone, hot 
their fame remains ; for with American liberty it rose, and with 
American liberty only can it perish. It was the last swelling peal 
of yonder choii^-' Thsib bodies abb bubibd dt fbacb, but 
THBiB bamb liveth bvbbmobb !' I catch that aolemn aong, I 
echo that lofty strain of fonetal triomph ! ' Their name liveik ever- 
wore.' 

** It cannot be denied, but by those who would dispute agamst 
the sun, that with America, and in America, a new era commences 
in human affairs. This era is distinguished by free representative 
governments, by entire religious liberty, by improved systems of na- 
tional intercourse, by a newly-awakened and an unconqumuble spirit 
of free inquiry, and by a diffusion of knowledge through the com- 
munity, such as has been before altogether unknown and unheard 
of. America, America, our country, fellow-citisens, our own dear 
and native land, is inseparably connected, fiut bound up, in fortune 
and by fate, with these great interesU. If they fiidl, we &11 with 
them ; if they stand, it will be because we have upholden them. 
Let us contemplate, then, this connection, which binds the prosperity 
of others to our own ; and let us manfully discharge all the duties 
which it imposes. If we eheiish the virtues and the principles of 
our fathers, heaven will assist us to carry on the work of human 
liberty, and human happiness. Auspicious omens cheer us : great 
exam^iles are before us : our own firmament now ahinea brightly 
upon our path : Washinoton is in the clear upper sky. These 
other stars have now jdned the American constellation ; they circle 
around their centre, and the heavens beam with a new light Be- 
neath this illumination, let us walk the course of life, and at its 
close devoutly commend our beloved country, the common paxeot of 
us all, to the Divine Benigni^.** 
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During this visit at the East, at this time, President 
J. Q. Adams attended the annual examination of the 
public schools in Boston, and was present at the public 
dinner given in Faneuil Hall, to the school committee, 
teachers, and most meritorious scholars. In reply to 
a complimentary toast from the Mayor, Mr. Adams 
responded as follows : — 

•• Mr. Mayor, ahd btt Fellow-citizens of Boston : — ^A few days 
Bince, we were assembled ia this Hall, as the house of moumiiig — 
in commemoration of the two last sorvivors of that day which had 
proclaimed at once our independence and our existence as a nation. 
We are now assembled within the same walls, at the house of 
feasting — at the festival of fathers rejoicing in the progressive 
improvement of their children. 

** We have been told by the wisest roan of antiquity, that it is 
better to go to the house of mourning, than to the house of feasting. 
How emphatically true would that sentence be, if the house of 
mourning were always such as this hall but so recently exhibited ! 
— a mourning of gratitude— a mourning of faithful affection — a 
mourning full of consolation and joy. And yet, could the wisest 
of men now look down upon this happy meeting— of parents par- 
taking together of the bounties of Providence, in mutual gratulation 
with each other at the advances of their ofispiing in moral and 
intellectual cultivation — ^would he, could he, my friends, have said 
that it is beUer to go to the house of mourning than to snch a house 
of feasting? 

** For is not the spirit of that solemnity, and of this, effectively 
the same 7 If that was the commemoration of the good deeds of 
your forefathers, may not this be called the commemoration of the 
future achievements of your sons ? If that day was dedicated to 
the blessed memory of the past, is not this devoted to the no less 
blessed hope of the future ? It^was from schools of public instruc- 
tion, instituted by our forefathers, that the light burst forth. It was 
in the primary schools ; it was by the midnight lamps of Harvard 
hall, that were conceived and matured, as it was within these hal- 
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lowed walls that were first resounded the accents of that independ- 
ence which is now canonized in the memory of those by whom 
it was proclaimed. 

^ Was it not there that were formed, to say notlung of him ' fit 
for the praise of any tongae hot mine/ — but was it not there that 
were formed, and prepared for the conflicts of the mind, for the 
intellectual warfare which distingnishes your Revolution from all 
the brutal butcheries of vulgar war, your James Otis, your John 
Hancock, your Samuel Adams, your Robert Treat Paine, your 
Elbridge GJerry, your James and your Joseph Warren, and last, 
not least, your Josiah Quincy, so worthily represented by your 
Chief Magistrate here at my side ? 

"^ Indulge me, fellow-citizens, with the remark, that I have been 
called to answer to myself these questions, before I could eujoy the 
happiness, at the very kind invitation of your Mayor and Aldermen, 
of presenting myself among you this day. 

'*In conformity to my own inclinations, and to the usages of 
society, I have deemed it proper, on the recent bereavement I have 
sustained, to withdraw for a time from the festive intercourse of 
the world, and in retirement, so far as may be consistent with the 
discharge of public trusts, to prepare for and perform the additional 
duties devolving upon me, as a son, and as a parent, from this 
visitation of heaven. To that retirement I have hitherto been con- 
fined ; and in departing from it for a single day, I have needed an 
apology to myself, as I trust I shall need one to you. Seek for 
it, my fellow-citizens in your own paternal hearts. I have been 
unable to resist the invitation of the authorities of this my own 
almost native city, to mingle with her inhabitants in the joyous 
festivities of this occasion — and, after witnessing, in the visitation 
of the schools, hundreds and thousands of the rising generation 
traimng < up in the way they should go ;' to come here and behold 
the distinguished proficients of the schools sharing at the social 
board the pleasures of their fathers, and to congratulate the 
fiuhers on the growing virtues and brightening talents of their 
children. 

" But, fellow-citizens, I will no longer trespass upon your indul- 
gence. I thank you for the sentiment with which you have 
honored me. I thank you for the many aficcting testimonials of 
kindness and sympathy which I have so often received at your 
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hands; and will give yoa as a token of my good wishes, not yoiir- 
sebres, bat objects deuer to your hearts. Mr. Mayor, I jtrojpoBe to 
yoafcnra toast— 

" The blooming yonth of Boston— May the maturity of the fruit 
be equal to the promise of the blossom." 
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CHAPTER X- 

MB. ADAMS'b ADMIHISTBATIOK — BBFU8K8 TO BKHOTB POUTIOAI. 

OPPOaSBS FROM OFFIOa UBGBS THX IMPOBTANOB OP IV- 

TERBAL nCPBOYBMBNTB ^APPOINTS 00MMIS8I0NBBS TO THB 

CONGBBSS OP PANAMA ^HIS POUOT TOWARD THB INDIAN 

TRIBB8 HIS 8PBB0H OK BRBAKING GROUND FOR THB 

CHB8APBAKB AND OHIO CANAL BITTBR OPPOSITION TO 

HIS ADMINISTRATION PAILS OP RB-BLBOTION TO THB PRB8- 

IDBNOT — ^RBTIRBS FROM OFFIOB. 

In administering the Government of the United 
States, Mr. Adams adhered with rigid fidelity to the 
principles embodied in his inaugural speech. Believ- 
ing that ** the will of the people is the source, and the 
happiness of the people the end, of all legitimate govern- 
ment on earth,'' it was his constant aim to act up to 
this patriotic principle in the discharge of his duties 
as chief magistrate. He was emphatically the Presi- 
dent of the entire people, and not of a section, or a 
party. His administration was truly national in its 
scope, its objects, and its results. His views of the 
sacred nature of the trust imposed upon him by his 
fellow-citizens were too exalted to allow him to des- 
ecrate the power with which it clothed him to the pro- 
motion of party or personal interests. Although not 
unmindful of the party which elevated him to the 
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presidency, nor forgetful of the claims of those who 
yielded sympathy and support to the measures of his 
administration, yet in all his doings in this respect, his 
primary aim was the general good. Simply a friend- 
ship for him, or his measures, without other and requi- 
site qualifications, would not ensure from Mr. Adams 
an appointment to office. Neither did an opposition 
to his administration alone, except there was a marked 
practical unfitness for office, ever induce him to remove 
an individual from a public station. 

Looking back to the administration of Mr. Adams 
from the present day, and comparing it with those 
which have succeeded it, or even those which preceded 
it, the acknowledgment must be made by all candid 
minds, that it will lose nothing in purity, patriotism, 
and fidelity, in the discharge of all its trusts. He was 
utterly incapable of proscription for opinion's sake. 
With a stem integrity worthy the highest admira- 
tion, and which the people at that period were far too 
slow to acknowledge and appreciate, he would not dis- 
place his most active political opponents from public 
stations he found them occupying, provided they were 
competent to their duty and faithful in the discharge 
of the same. ** It was in my hearing that, to a repre- 
sentation that a certain important and influential 
functionary of the General Government in New York 
was using the power of his office adversely to Mr. 
Adams's re-election, and that he ought to desist or 
be removed, Mr. Adams made this reply: — ^*That 
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genUeman is one of the best officers in the public 
service. I have had occasion to know his diligence, 
exactness, and punctuality. On public grounds, there- 
fore, there is no cause of complaint against him, 
and upon no other will I remove him. If I cannot 
administer the Government on these principles^ I am 
content to go back to Quincy /"'* Being in Baltimore 
on a certain occasion, among those introduced to him 
was a gentleman who accosted him thus — ^''Mr. 
President, though I differ from you in opinion, I am 
glad to find you in good health.'' The President gave 
him a hearty shake of the hand, and replied, — " Sir, in 
our happy and free country, we can differ in opinion 
without being enemies." 

These anecdotes illustrate the character and prin- 
ciples of Mr. Adams. He knew nothing of the 
jealousy and bitterness which are gendered, in little 
minds and hearts, by disparities of sentiment. Free- 
dom of opinion he considered the birthright of every 
American citizen, and he would in no instance be the 
instrument of inflicting punishment upon the head of 
any man on account of its exercise. High and pure 
in all his aims, he sought to reach them by means of 
a corresponding character. If he could not succeed 
in the use of such instruments, he was content to meet 
defeat The rule by which he was governed in the 
discharge of his official duties, is beautifully expressed 
by the dramatic bard : — 

* KiDg't Eoiogj on John CUinqr AduM. 
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**Be just and fear not 
Let all the ends thon aim'st at, be thy Ck>niiTRT's, 
Thy God's, and Tetjth's. Then if thou fall'st, O Cromwell, 
Thon &ll'8t a Uesaed martyr r 

In the truly republican position which Mr. Adams 
took in regard to appointments to office, and which, 
it is humiliating to believe, was one means of his 
subsequent defeat, he but faithfully imitated the ex- 
ample of ''the Father of his country.** When Gen. 
Washington occupied the presidential chair, applica- 
tion was made for the appointment of one of his old 
and intimate friends to a lucrative office. At the same 
time a petition was received asking the same station 
for a most determined political opponent. The latter 
received the appointment. The friend was greatly dis- 
appointed and hurt in his feelings at his defeat. Let the 
explanation of Washington be noted and ever remem- 
bered : — ** My friend," said he, *' I receive with cordial 
welcome. He b welcome to my house, and .welcome 
to my heart ; but with all his good qualities he is not a 
man of business. His opponent, with all his politics 
so hostile to me, is a man of business. My private 
feelings have nothing to do in the case. I am not 
George Washington, but President of the United 
States. As George Washington, I would do this man 
any kindness in my power — as President of the United 
States, I can do nothing.** 

The period of Mr. Adams*s administration, was not 
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one which admitted of acts calculated to rivet the 
attention, or excite the admiration and applause of the 
multitude. No crisis occurred in national affairs — no 
imminent peril from without, or danger within, threat- 
ened the well-being of the country I Quietness reigned 
throughout the world, and the nations were allowed 
once more to cultivate the arts of peace, to enlarge the 
operations of commerce, and to fix their attention on 
domestic interests — the only true fountain of national 
prosperity. But though lacking in some of the more 
striking elements of popularity, the administration of 
Mr. Adams was pre-eminently useful in all its measures 
and influences. During no Presidential term since the 
organization of the Government, has more been done 
to consolidate the Union, and develop its resources, 
and lay the foundations of national strength and 
prosperity. 

The two great interests which, perhaps, received the 
largest share of attention from Mr. Adams' adminis- 
tration, were internal improvements and domestic man- 
ufactures. A special attention to these subjects was 
recommended in his messages to Congress. And 
throughout his term, he failed not to urge these vital 
matters upon the attention of the people, and their rep- 
resentatives. He recommended the opening of national 
roads and canals — the improvement of the navigation 
of rivers, and the safety of harbors — the survey of our 
coasts, the erection of light houses, piers, and break- 
waters. Whatever tended to facilitate communication 
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and tranaportatioa between extreme portions of the 
Unicm — ^to bring the people of distant sections into a 
more direct intercourse with each other, and bind them 
together by ties of a business, social and friendly nature 
^--to promote enterprize, industry, and enlarged views 
of national and individual prosperity— obtained his 
earnest sanction and recommendation. To encourage 
home labor — to protect our infant manufactories from 
a fatal competition with foreign pauper wages — ^to 
foster and build up in the bosom of the country a 
system of domestic production, which should not only 
supply home consumption, and afibrd a home market 
for raw materials and {nrovisions, the produce of our 
own soil, but enable us in due time to compete with 
other nations in sending our manufactures to foreign 
markets — he yielded all his influence to the levying of 
protective duties on foreign articles, especially such as 
could be produced in our own country. The wisdom 
of this policy, its direct tendency to promote national 
wealth and strength, and to render the Union truly in- 
dependent of the fluctuations and vicissitudes of foreign 
countries, cannot be doubted, it would seem, by those 
possessing clear minds and sound judgment, of all 
parties. 

Under the fiedthfiil supervision of one so vigilant as 
Mr. Adams, the foreign relations of the Government 
codd not have been neglected. The intimate knowl- 
edge of the condition of foreign nations, their resources, 
and their wants, which was possessed by himself and 



Digitized by 



Google 



908 LIFB OP JOHN aUnfCT ADAM0. 

by Mr. Clay, the Secretary of State, afforded facilities 
in this department, from which the country reaped the 
richest benefit During the four years of his adminis- 
tration, more treaties were negotiated at Washington 
than during the entire thirty-six years through which 
the preceding administrations had extended. New 
treaties of amity, navigation and commerce, were con- 
cluded with Austria, Sweden, Denmark, the Hanseatic 
League, Prussia, Colombia, and Central America. 
Commercial difficulties and various arrangements of 
a satisfactory character, were settled with the Nether- 
lands, and other European Gk>vemments. The claims 
of our citizens against Sweden, Denmark and Brazil, 
for spoliations of commerce, were satisfactorily con- 
summated. 

'' As time advances, the evidences are accumulating 
on all sides, that the administration of John Quincy 
Adams was one of the most wise, patriotic, pacific, 
just, and wealth-producing, in the history of the country; 
and no small part of that benefit may justly be ascribed 
to the aid he received from his Secretary of State. 
Mr. Adams himself was a great statesman, bred in the 
school of statesmen, and all his life exercised in the 
business of state, with recognized skill, and approved 
fidelity. The seven years immediately preceding the 
administration of Mr. Adams, was a period of great 
commercial embarrassment and distress ; and the seven 
years subsequent to his entrance on the duties of chief 
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executive, was a period of great public and private 
prosperity."* 

While Mr. Adams was thus seeking to foster and en- 
courage the industrial and monetary interests of the 
country, he was not forgetful of the important claims 
of literature and science. President Washington, during 
his administration, had repeatedly urged on Congress 
the importance of establishing a national university at 
the capital ; and he had located and bequeathed a site 
for that purpose. But his appeals on this subject had 
been in vain. In Mr. Adams's first message, he ear- 
nestly called on Congress to carry into execution this 
recommendation of the Father of his Country — insist- 
ing that " among the first, perhaps the very first instru- 
ment for the improvement of the condition of men, is 
knowledge; and to the acquisition of much of the 
knowledge adapted to the wants, the comforts, and the 
enjoyments of human life, public institutions and sem- 
inaries of learning are essential." 

In the same message Mr. Adams recommended the 
establishment of a national observatory. ''Connected 
with the establishment of an university/* he said " or, 
separate from it, might be undertaken the erection of 
an astronomical observatory, with provision for the 
support of an astronomer, to be in constant attendance 
of observation upon the phenomena of the heavens, and 
for the periodical publication of his observations. It is 
with no feeling of pride, as an American, that the re- 
*Cotton'f Lift of Clay. 
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mark may be made, that, on the comparatively small 
territorial surface of Europe, there are existing upwards 
of one hundred and thirty of these light-houses in the 
skies; while, throughout the whole American hemi- 
sphere, there is not one. If we reflect a moment upon 
the discoveries which, in the last four centuries, have 
been made in the physical constitution of the universe, 
by the means of these buildings, and of observers sta- 
tioned in them, shall we doubt of their usefulness to 
every nation ? And while scarcely a year passes over 
our heads without bringing some new astronomical 
discovery to light, which we must fain receive at second 
hand from Europe, are we not cutting ourselves off from 
the means of returning light for light, while we have 
neither observatory nor observer upon our half of the 
globe, and the earth revolves in perpetual darkness to 
our unsearching eyes ?'* 

It is humiliating to reflect that neither of these rec- 
ommendations received an encouraging response from 
Congress. The latter suggestion, indeed, excited the 
ridicule of many of the opposers of Mr. Adams, and 
'' a light-bouse in the skies," became a term of reproach 
in their midst. In this, however, it must be confessed, 
their ridicule was greatly at the expense of their intel- 
ligence, their public spirit, and their devotion to the 
highest interests of man. There are few reflections 
more mortifying to an American citizen, than that 
while so large a portion of the n^sources of the na- 
tional Government have been exhausted in prosecuting 
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party measures, rewarding partisan services, and pro- 
moting sectional and personal schemes, little or nothing 
has been devoted to the encouragement of the arts and 
sciences, and the cultivation of those higher walks of 
human attainment which exalt and refine a people, and 
fit them for the purest and sweetest enjoyments of life. 

It was during the first year of his administration, that 
the attention of Mr. Adams was called to a proposed 
Congress of all the Republics on the American Con- 
tinent, to meet at Panama. The objects designed to be 
accomplished by such a Congress have been variously 
stated. It has been believed by some to have been 
called for the purpose of opposing a supposed project, 
entertained by the Allied Powers of Europe, of combin- 
ing for the purpose of reducing the American Republics 
to their former condition of European vassalage. Be 
this as it may, the Panama Congress, among its objects, 
aimed at the cementing of the friendly relations of all 
the independent States of America, and the forming of 
a kind of mutual council, to act as an umpire to settle 
the differences which might arise between them. 

The United States was invited to send representa- 
tives to Panama. Mr. Adams, as President, in view 
of the beneficial influences which in various ways 
might flow from such a meeting, accepted the invita- 
tion, with the understanding that the Government of 
the United States would take no part that could con- 
flict with its neutral position, in the wars which might 
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then be in existence between any of the South Ameri- 
can Republics and other powers. The acceptance of 
this invitation was announced by Mr. Adams in his 
first message to Congress. This was immediately fol- 
lowed by the nomination of Messrs. Richard C. Ander- 
son and John Sargeant, as commissioners to the Con- 
gress of Panama, and Wm. B. Rochester, of New 
York, as secretary of the commission. These nomina- 
tions were confirmed by the Senate ; and an appro- 
priation was voted by the House of Representatives, 
after strong opposition and much delay, to carry the 
contemplated measure into effect. 

But the United States Government was never repre- 
sented in the Panama Congress. The proceedings in 
the House of Representatives on this subject had been 
so protracted, that it was found too late for Mr. Sar- 
geant to reach Panama in season for the meeting of the 
Congress, which took place on the 22nd of June, 1826. 
Mr. Anderson, who was then minister at Colombia, on 
receiving his instructions, commenced his journey to 
Panama ; but on reaching Carthagena he was seized 
with a malignant fever, which terminated his existence. 

During the second session of the nineteenth Con- 
gress, the subject of commercial intercourse with the 
British West India Colonies was thoroughly discussed. 
The British Parliament had laid restrictions so onerous 
on the trade of the United States with these Colonies, 
that it could be pursued to very little profit. Bills 
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were introduced into both houses of Congress, for the 
protection of the interests of Anierican merchants, 
trading with the British Colonies ; but the Senate and 
House failing to agree on the details of the proposed 
measures, nothing was done to effect the desired ob- 
ject. Congress having adjourned without passing any 
law to meet the restrictive measures of Great Britain, 
President Adams, on the 17th of March, 1827, agree- 
ably to a law passed three years before, issued a pro- 
clamation closing the ports of the United States 
against vessels from the British colonies, until the 
restrictive measures of the British Government should 
be repealed. 

The policy pursued by Mr. Adams toward the 
Indian tribes within the United States, was pacific and 
humane. The position they held toward the General 
Gk>vemment was of an unsettled and embarrassing 
character. Enjoying a species of independence, and 
subject to laws of their own enactment, they were, 
nevertheless, dependent on the Government of the 
United States for protection, and were, in fact, wholly 
at its disposal. Near the close of Mr. Monroe's ad- 
ministration, in a message to Congress, on the 27th of 
January, 1825, he proposed a plan to remove the 
tribes scattered through the several States, to a tract 
of country west of the Mississippi, and to unite them 
in one nation, with some plan for their government 
and civilization. This proposition meeting with a 
decided opposition on the part of many of the Indians, 
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was modified during Mr. Adams's administration. It 
finally resulted in a plan of removing west of the Mis- 
sissippi such individuals among the various tribes as 
would consent to go under the inducements held out ; 
and allowing the remainder to continue in their old 
abode^ occupying each a small tract of land. This 
policy has since been pursued by the General Govern- 
ment, and has resulted in the removal of most of the 
aborigines beyond the western shores of the Mis- 
sissippi. 

These removals, however, have been attended with 
no little difficulty, and at times have led to collisions 
which have assumed a serious aspect. An instance 
of this description occurred during the first year Mr. 
Adams occupied the presidential chair. In 1802, a 
compact was formed between the General Government 
and the State of Georgia, in which it was agreed, that 
in consequence of the relinquishment, on the part of 
Geoi^a, of all her claim to the land set off in the then 
new Mississippi Territory, the General Government, 
at its own expeiise, should obtain a relinquishment, 
firora the Creek Indians, of all their lands within the 
State of Georgia, "whenever it could be peaceably 
done upon reasonable terms." 

In compliance with this agreement, the United 
States had extinguished the Indian title to about fifteen 
millions of acres of land. At the close of Mr. Monroe's 
administration, over nine millions of acres were still 
retained by the Indians. The State authorities of 
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Georgia became very anxious to obtain possession of 
this also. At the solicitation of Gov. Troup, President 
Madison sent two Commissioners to make a treaty 
with the Creeks, for the purchase of their lands, and the 
removal of the Indians beyond the Mississippi But 
the Creeks, having begun to appreciate and enjoy the 
comforts of civilization, and the advantages of the arts 
and sciences, which had been introduced into their 
midst, refused to treat on the subject, and passed a law 
in the General Council of their nation, forbidding, on 
pain of death, the sale of any of their lands. After 
the close of the council, a few of the Creeks, influ- 
enced by a chief named M'Intosh, met the United 
States Commissioners, and formed a treaty on their 
own responsibility, ceding to the General Government 
all the Creek lands in Georgia and Alabama. When 
intelligence of this treaty was circulated among the 
Indians, they were filled with indignation. Their 
General Council met — ^resolved not to sanction a 
treaty obtained in a manner so dishonorable and 
illegal — and despatched a party of Indians to the resi- 
dence of M'lntosh, who immediately shot him and 
another chief who had signed the treaty with him. 

This surreptitious treaty was transmitted to Wash- 
ington, and under a misapprehension of the manner 
in which it was secured, was ratified by the Senate, 
on the 3d of March, 1825, the last day of Mr. 
Monroe's administration. Gov. Troup, acting under 
this treaty, sent surveyors into the Creek Territory, to 
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lay out the land in lots, which were to be distributed 
among the white inhabitants of (reorgia, by lottery. 
The Indians resisted this encroachment, and prepared 
to defend their rights by physical force — at the same 
time sending to Washington for protection from the 
General Government. The authorities of Geoi^a 
insisted upon a survey, and ordered out a body of 
militia to enforce it. 

On hearing of this state of affairs. President Adams 
despatched a special agent to inquire into the facts 
of the case. After due investigation, the agent re- 
ported that the treaty had been obtained by bad faith 
and corruption, and that the Creeks were almost 
unanimously opposed to the cession of their lands. 
On receiving this report, the President determined 
to prevent the survey ordered by the G^overnor of 
Georgia, until the matter could be submitted to Con- 
gress, and ordered Gen. Gaines to proceed to the 
Creek country with a body of United States troops, to 
prevent collision between the Indians and the C^eorgia 
forces. 

On the 6th of February, Mr. Adams transmitted 
a message to Congress, giving a statement of these 
transactions, and declaring his determination to fulfil 
the duty of protection the nation owed the Creeks, 
as guaranteed by treaty, by all the force at his com- 
mand. '*That the arm of military force,'' he con- 
tinued, "will be resorted to only in the event of the 
failure of all other expedients provided by the laws, a 
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pledge has been given by the forbearance to employ 
it at this time. It is submitted to the wisdom of Con* 
gress to determine whether any further acts of legis* 
lation may be necessary or expedient to meet the 
emergency which these transactions may produce." 

The committee of the House of Representatives, to 
which this message was referred, reported that it ^ is 
expedient to procure a cession of the Indian lands in 
the State of Georgia, and that until such a cession is 
procured, the law of the land, as set forth in the treaty 
at Washington, ought to be maintained by all neces- 
sary, constitutional, and legal means." The firmness 
and decision of President Adams undoubtedly pre- 
vented the unhappy consequences of a collision be- 
tween the people of Greorgia and the Creek Indians. 
A new negotiation was opened with the Indians, by 
direction of the President, which resulted in declaring 
the M'lntosh treaty null and void, and in obtaining, at 
length, a cession of all the lands of the Creeks within 
the limits of Georgia, to the Greneral (Sovemment. 

As the friend and promoter of internal improve- 
ments, Mr. Adams was invited to be present at the 
interesting ceremony of "breaking ground,** on the 
Chesapeake and Ohio canal, then about to be com- 
menced, which took place on the 4th of July, 1828. 
On the morning of that day, the President, the Heads 
of Departments, the Foreign Ministers, the Corpora- 
tions of Washington, Georgetown, and Alexandria, the 

10 
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President and Directors of the Chesapeake and Ohio 
Canal Company, with a lai^ concourse of citizens, 
embarked on board of steamboats and ascended the 
Potomac, to the place selected for the ceremony. On 
reaching the ground, a procession was formed, which 
moved around it so as to leave a hdlow space, in the 
midst of a mass of people, in the centre of which was 
the spot marked out by Judge Wright, the Engineer 
of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Company, for the 
commencement of the work. A moment's pause here 
occurred, while the spade, destined to commence the 
work, was selected by the committee of arrangements, 
and the spot for breaking ground was precisely 
denoted. 

At that moment the sun shone out from behind a 
cloud, giving an appearance of the highest animation 
to the scene. Amidst an intense silence, the Mayor 
of Geoi^town handed to Gen. Mercer, the President 
of the Canal Company, the consecrated instrument ; 
which, having received, he stepped forward from the 
resting column, and addressed as follows the listening 
multitude : — 

•* Fellow-citiaeni : There are mc»nents in the progress of time 
which are the counters of whole ages. There are events, the 
monuments of which, surviving every other memorial of human ex- 
istence, eternize the nation to whose history they belong, after all 
other vestiges of its glory have disappeared from the globe. At 
such a moment have we now arrived. Such a monument we are 
now to found." 
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Turning towards the President of the United States, 
who stood near him, Mr. M. proceeded : — 

*' Mr. President : On a day hallowed by the fondest recollections, 
beneath this cheering (may we not humbly trust auspicious) sky, 
surrounded by the many thousand spectators who look on us with 
joyous anticipation ; in the presence of the representatives of the 
most polished nations of the old and new worlds ; on a spot where 
little more than a century ago the painted savage held his nightly 
orgies ; at the request of the three cities of the District of Columbia, 
I present to the Chief Magistrate of the most powerful Republic on 
earth, for the most noble purpose that was ever conceived by man, 
this humble instrument of rural labor, a symbol of the favorite occupa- 
tion of our countrymen. May the use to which it is about to be devoted 
prove the precursor, to our beloved country, of improved agriculture, 
of multiplied and diversified arts, of extended commerce and navi- 
gation. Combining its social and moral influence with the princi- 
ples of that happy constitution under which you have been called 
to preside over the American people, may it become a safeguard of 
their liberty and independence, and a bond of perpetual union ! 

" To the ardent wishes of this vast assembly I unite my fervent 
prayer to that infinite and awful Being without whose favor all 
human power is but vanity, that he will crown your labor with his 
blessing, and our work with immortality." 

As soon as he had ended, the President of the 
United States, to whom Gen. Mercer had presented 
the spade, stepped forward, and, with an animation of 
manner and countenance which showed that his whole 
heart was in the thing, thus addressed the assembly of 
his fellow-citizens : — 

* Friends and Fellow-citizens : It is nearly a full century since 
Berkely, Inshop of Cloyne, turning towards thb fidr land, wl^ch we 
now inhabit, the eyes of a prophet, closed a few lines of poetical in- 
spiration with this memorable prediction — 

"Tlme'iiiioUeti tmplre la tlw last t»- 
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a pradicdoQ which, to thoea of us whose lot has been cist by Dhrbe 
ProvideDce in these regions, contains not only a predons promise, 
bnt a solemn injunction of dnty, since upon our energies, and npon 
those of our posterity, its fulfilment will depend. For with refer- 
ence to what principle could it be that Berkely proclaimed this, 
the last, to be the noblest empire of time 7 It was, as he himself 
declares, on the transplantation of learning and the arts to America. 
Of learning and the arts. The four first acts — the empires of ibe 
old world, and of former ages — the Assyrian, the Persian, the 
Grecian, the Roman empires — ^were empires of conquest, dominions 
of man over man. The empire which his great mind, piercing into 
the darkness of futurity, foretold in America, was the empire of 
learning and the arts, — the dominion of man over himself, and over 
physical nature— acquired by the inspirations of genius, and the 
toils of industry ; not watered with the tears of the widow and the 
orphan ; not cemented in the blood of human victims ; founded not 
in discord, but in harmony «— of which the only spoils are the imper- 
fections of nature, and the victory achieved is the improvement of 
the condition of all. Well may this be termed nobler than the 
empire of conquest, in which man subdues only his fellow-man. 

** To the accomplishment of this prophecy, the first necessary 
step was the acquisition of the right of self-government, by the 
people of the British North American Colonies, achieved l^ the 
Declaration of Independence, and its acknowledgment by the British 
nation. The second was the union of all these colonies under one 
general confederated Government— a task more arduous than that 
of the preceding separation, but at last eflfected by the present con- 
■titntkmof the United States. 

^ The third step, more arduous still than either or both the others, 
was that which we, fellow-citizens, may now congratulate our- 
selves, our country, and the world of man, that it is taken. It is 
the adaptation of the powers, j^ysical, mara\, and inteUectual, of 
this whole Union, to the improvement of its own condition : of its 
moral and political condition, by wise and libend institutions — by 
the cultivatk>n of the understanding and the hearts— by academies, 
schools, and learned institutes— by the pursuit and patronage of 
learning and the arts ; of its physical condition, by associated labor 
to improve the bounties, and to supply the deficiencies of nature ; 
to stem the torrent in its course ; to level the mountain with the 
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plain ; to disarm and fetter the raging snrge of to ocean. Under^ 
takings of which the language I now hold is no exaggerated de* 
acription, have hecome happOy familiar not only to the coocqitions, 
bnt to the enterprize of onr conntrymen. That for the commence* 
ment of which we are here assembled is eminent among the nmn- 
ber. The project contemplates a conquest over physical nature^ 
such as has never yet been achieved by man. The wonden of the 
ancient woiid, the pyramids of Egypt, the Colossus of Rhodes, the 
temple at Ephesns, the maus(^eum of Artemisia, the wall of ChinBt 
sink into insignificance before it :— insignificance in the mass and 
momentum of human labor required for the execution — insignifi- 
cance in comparison of the purposes to be accomplished by the 
work when executed. It is, therefore, a jdeasing contemplation to 
those sanguine and patriotic spiiHs who have so long looked with 
hope to the completion of this undertaking, that it unites the moral 
power and resources — first, of numerous individuals — secondly, of 
the corporate cities of Washington, Georgetown, and Alexandria-* 
thirdly, of the great and powerful States of Pennsylvania, Virginiat 
and Maryland — and lastly, by the subecripdon audiorized at the re- 
cent session of Congress, of the whole Union. 

*< Friends and Fellow-laborers. We are kformed by the holy 
oracles of truth, that, at the creatioii of man, male and female, the 
Lord of the universe, their Maker, blessed them, and sud unto 
them, be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue 
it To subdue the earth was, torefore, one of the first duties as- 
signed to man at his creation ; and now, in his fallen condition, it 
remains among the most excellent of his occupations. To subdue 
the earth is pre-eminently the purpose of the undertaking, to the 
accomplishment of which the first stroke of tbe spade is now to be 
struck. That it is to be struck by this hand, I invite you to wit- 
ness. — [Here the stroke of the spade.]* And in performing this act, 

* Attending this action was an incident which produced a greater 
•eniation than any other that occurred during the day. The epade 
which the President held, struck a root, which prevented its penetrating 
the earth. Not deterred by trifling obetaclee firom doing what be had 
deBberately resolved to perform, Mr. Adams tried it again, with no bet- 
ter sQCoeM. Thus fbiled, he threw down the spade, hastily stripped off 
and laid aside his eoat, and went seriously to work. The multitude 
around, and on the hills and trees, who could not hear, because of then 
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I call upon yoa to join me in fervent sopplicatkn to Him finom whom 
that primitive injunction came, that he would follow with his bless- 
ing, this joint effort of our great community, to perform his will in 
the subjugation of the earth for the improvement of the condition 
of maoh— that he would make it one of his chosen instruments for 
the preservation, proeperitj, and perpetuity of our Union— that he 
vi^uld have in his holy keeping all the workmen by whose Uibors it 
is to be completed — that their lives and their health may be pre- 
cious in his sight ; and that they may live to see the work of their 
hands contribute to the comforts and enjoyments of millions of their 
countrymen. 

** Friends and brethren : Permit me further to say, that I deem 
the duty, now performed at the request of the President and Direct- 
ors of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Company, and the Corpora- 
tk)ns of the District of Columbia, one of the most fortunate incidents 
of my life. Though not among the functions of my official station, 
I esteem it as a privilege conferred upon me by my fellow-citizens 
of the District. Called, in the performance of my service, heretofore 
as one of the representatives of my native commonwealth in the 
Senate, and now as a member of the executive department of the 
Government, my abode has been among the inhabitants of the 
District longer than at any other spot upon earth. In availing 
myself of this occasion to return to them my thanks for the num- 
berless acts of kindness that I have experienced at their hands, may 
I be allowed to assign it as a motive, operating up6n the heart, and 
superadded to my official obligations, for taking a deeper interest in 
their welfare and prosperity. Among the prospects of futurity which 
we may indulge the rational hope of seeing realized by this junction 
of distant waters, that of the auspicious influence which it will exer- 
cise over the fortunes of every portion of this District is one upon 
which my mind dwells with unqualified pleasure. It is my earnest 
prayer that they may not be disappointed. 

** It vims observed that the first step towards the accomplishment 
of the glorious destinies of our country was the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence. That the second was the union of these States under 
our federative Government. The third is irrevocably fixed by the 

distance flrom the open space, but coukl see and understand, obsenring 
this action, raised a k>nd and unanimous cheering, which continned fiir 
•ooM tune after Mr. Adams had mastered the difficult. 
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act upon the commencement of which we are now engaged. What 
time more suitable for this operation could have been selected than 
the anniversary of our great national festival ? What place more 
appropriate from whence to proceed, than that which bears the 
name of the citizen warrior \dio led our armies in that eventful 
contest to the field, and who first presided as the Chief Magistrate 
of our Union ? You know that of this very undertaking he was 
one of the first iN^>jec(ors; and if in the world of spirits the 
aflfections of our mortal existence still retain their sway, may we not, 
without presumption, unagine that he looks down with complacency 
and delight upon the scene before and around us ? 

** But while indulging in a sentiment of joyous exultation at the 
benefits to be derived from this labor of our friends and neighbors, let 
us not forget that the spirit of internal improvement is catholic and 
liberal. We hope and believe that its practical advantages wOl 
be extended to every individual in our Union. In praying for the 
blessing of heaven upon our task, we ask it with equal zeal and 
sincerity upon every other similiar work in this confederacy ; and 
particnlariy upon that which, on this same day, and perhaps at this 
very hour, is commencing from a neighboring city. It is one of the 
happiest characteristics in the principle of internal improvement, 
that the success of one great enterprise, instead of counteracting, 
gives assistance to the execution of another. May they increase 
and multiply, till, in the sublime language of inspiration, every valley 
shall be exalted and every mountain and hill shall be made low ; the 
crooked straight, the rough places plain. Thus shall the prediction 
of the iHshop of Cloyne be converted from prophecy into history ; 
and, in the virtues and fortunes of our posterity, the last shall prove 
the noblest empire of time." 

The administration of Mr. Adams, from the first day 
of its existence, met with an opposition more deter- 
minedy bitter, and unscrupulous than any which has 
ever assailed a President of the United Slates. It evi- 
dently was not an opposition based on well-grounded 
objections to his principles or his measures. Before an 
opportunity had been given fairly and fully to develop 
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his policy as President, the opposition had taken iti 
stand, and boldly declared that his administration should 
be overthrown at every hazard, whatever might be its 
policy, its integrity, or its success. A favorite candi- 
date, having certain elements of immense popularity 
with a large class of people, and supported with enthu* 
siasm by his immediate friends, had been defeated in 
the previous presidential canvass, at a moment when it 
was thought triumphant success had been secured. 
Under the exasperation and excitement of this over- 
throw, it was determined that his more fortunate rival 
should be displaced at the earliest moment, at whatever 
cost, though his administration should prove unrivalled 
in patriotism, and the successful promotion of the gen- 
eral welfare. 

The opposition did not fail to seize upon certain 
points, which, in the exercise of a dued^ree of adroit- 
ness, yielded an ample material for popular declamaticm 
and censure. The fact that Mr. Adams had a less 
number of electoral votes than Gen. Jackson was 
greatly dwelt upon as positive evidence that the will 
of the people had been violated in the election of the 
former to the presidency — although it has since been 
satisfactorily ascertained that Mr. Adams had a larger 
number of the primary votes of the peof^ than his 
prominent opponent. 

The charge of "bargain and corruption," allied 
against Mr. Adams and Mr. Clay, was also used as 
an effective weapon against the former, in the suc^ 
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^•edkig presidential canvMs. Notwithstanding the 
charge had been promptly and emphatically denied by 
the parties implicated^ and proof in its support fearlessly 
chattenged — ^notwithstanding every attempt at evidence 
to fix it upon them had most signally failed, and in- 
volved those engaged therein in utter confusion of face 
— ^yet so often and so boldly was the charge repeated 
by designing men, so generally and continually was it 
reiterated by a venal press from one end of the Union 
to the other, that a majority of the peofde was driven 
into its belief, and the fate of Mr. Adams's administra- 
tion was sealed against him. Subsequent develop- 
ments have shown, that, in the annals of political war- 
fare, there never was a charge uttered against eminent 
public men, so thoroughly destitute of the shadow a[ 
truth as this. But it answered the immediate ends of 
its authors. Posterity will do ample justice to all the 
parties in this transaction. 

Another event which operated seriously to the disad- 
vantage of Mr. Adams, was the amalgamation of the 
strong Crawford party with the supporters of Gen. 
Jackson. This combination threw obstacles in the 
way of the administration which were insurmountable* 
It enabled the opposition to send a majority of members 
to the twentieth Congress, both in the Senate and the 
House of Representatives. The test of the strength 
of parties in the House took place on the election of 
Speaker. Andrew Stevenson, of Virginia, was elected 
on the first ballot, by a majority of ten votes over John 

10* 
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W. Taylor, the administration candidate. Mr. Steven- 
son was a supporter of Mr. Crawford in 1824. His 
election to the Speaker's chair clearly indicated the 
union of the diflbrent sections of the opposition, and 
foreshadowed too evidently the overthrow of the ad- 
ministration of Mr. Adams. 

In this state of things, with a majority of Congress 
against him, the President was deprived of the oppor- 
tunity of carrying into execution many important 
measures which were highly calculated to promote the 
permanent benefit of the country, and which could not 
have failed to receive the approbation of the people. A 
majority of all the committees of both Houses were 
against him ; and for the first time an administration 
was found without adequate strength in Congress to 
support its measures. In several instances the reports 
of committees partook of a strong partis^m character, 
in violation of all rules of propriety and correct legis- 
lation. 

The first session of the twentieth Congress, which 
was held immediately preceding the presidential cam- 
paign of 1828, was characterized by proceedings, which, 
at this day, all will unite in deciding as highly repre- 
hensible. Instead of attending strictly to the legitimate 
business of the session, much of the time was spent in 
discussions involving the merits of the opposing candi- 
dates for the presidency, and designed to have an ex- 
press bearing on the election then near at hand. Of 
this character was a resolution introduced into the 
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House of Representatives, on the 8th of January, 1828, 
by Mr. Hamilton, a supporter of Gen. Jackson, to in- 
quire into the expediency of having a historical picture 
of the battle of New Orleans painted, and placed in 
the rotunda of the Capitol. This was followed by a 
resolution, introduced by Mr. Sloane, an administration 
member, requiring the Secretary of War to furnish the 
House with a copy of the proceedings of a court- 
martial ordered by Gen. Jackson, in 1814, for the 
trial of certain Tennessee militiamen, who were con- 
demned and shot. 

At this session of Congress may be dated the intro- 
duction of a practice which has become an evil of the 
greatest magnitude in the present day. Reference is 
had to the custom of making the halls of Congress a 
mere arena, where, instead of attending to the legiti- 
mate business of legislating for the benefit of the coun- 
try at large, political gladiators spend much of their 
time in wordy contests, designed solely for the promo- 
tion of personal or party purposes, to the neglect of the 
Interests of their constituents. From this has grown 
the habit of speech-making by the hour, on topics 
trivial in their nature, in which the people have not 
the slightest interest, and which, quite often, are totally 
foreign to the subject ostensibly in debate. Valuable 
time and immense treasures are thus squandered to no 
profitable purpose. Should not this evil be abated 7 

The stem integrity of Mr. Adams, and his unyield- 
ing devotion to principle, were made to operate against 
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him. Had he chosen to turn the vast influence at his 
command to the promotion of personal ends — had be 
unscrupulously ejected from office all political opposers, 
and supplied their places with others who would have 
labored, with all the means at their disposal, in his 
behalf— little doubt can be entertained that he could 
have secured his re-election. But he utteriy refused 
to resort to such measures. Believing he was pro- 
moted to his high position not for his individual benefit, 
but to advance the welfare of the entire country, his 
view of duty was too elevated and pure to allow him 
to desecrate the trust reposed in him to personal ends. 
Hence the influence derived from the patronage of the 
General Government was turned against the admin- 
istration rather than in its behalf; and the singular 
spectacle was presented of men exerting every nerve 
to overthrow Mr. Adams, who were dependent upon 
him for the influence they wielded against him, and 
for their very means of subsistence. 

A hotly contested political campaign ensued in the 
fall of 1828. In view of the peculiar combination of 
circumstances, and of the means resorted to by the 
opposing parties to secure success, the result could be 
foreseen with much certainty. Gren. Jackson was 
elected President of the United States, and was inau- 
gurated on the 4 th of March, 1829. 

Thus closed the administration of John Quincy 
Adams. At the call of his country he entered upon 
the highest sUtion in its gift. With a fidelity and 
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uprightness which have not been surpassed, he dis- 
chai^d his important trust to the lasting benefit of all 
the vital interests which tend to build up a great and 
prosperous people. And at the call of his country he 
relinquished the honors of office, and willingly retired 
to the private walks of life. 

No man can doubt that Mr. Adams could look back 
upon his labors while President with the utmost satis- 
faction. ^During his admmistration new and in- 
creased activity was imparted to those powers vested 
m the Federal Government for the development of the 
resources of the country, and the public revenue was 
liberally expended in prosecuting those liberal measures, 
to which the sanction of Congress had been delib- 
erately given, as the settled policy of the Grovemment. 

" More than one million of dollars had been expended 
in enlarging and mainlining the light-house establish- 
ment — ^half a million in completing the public build- 
ings — two millions in erecting arsenals, barracks, and 
furnishing the national armories — ^nearly the same 
amount had been expended in permanent additions to 
the naval establishment — ^upwards of three millions 
had been devoted to fortifying the sea-coast — and 
more than four millions expended in improving the 
internal communications between different parts of the 
country, and in procuring information, by scientific 
surveys, concerning its capacity for further improve- 
ment. Indeed, more had been directly effected by the 
aid of Government m this respect, during Mr. Adams' 
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administratioDy than during the administrations of all 
his predecessors. Other sums, exceeding a million^ 
had been appropriated for objects of a lasting char- 
acter, and not belonging to the annual expense of the 
Government; making in the whole nearly fourteen 
millions of dollars expended for the permanent benefit 
of the country, during this administration. 

** At the same time the interest on the public debt 
was punctually paid, and the debt itself was in a con- 
stant course of reduction, having been diminished 
$30,373,188 during his administration, and leaving due 
on the 1st of January, 1829, $58,362,136. While 
these sums were devoted to increasing the resources 
and improving the condition of the country, and in 
discharging its pecuniary obligations, those claims 
which were derived from what are termed the imper- 
fect obligations of gratitude and humanity were not 
forgotten. 

" More than five millions of dollars were appropri- 
ated to solace the declining years of the surviving 
officers of the Revolution ; and a million and a half 
expended in extinguishing the Indian title, and defray- 
ing the expense of the removal beyond the Mississippi 
of such tribes as were unqualified for a residence near 
civilized communities, and in promoting the civiliza- 
tion of those who, relying on the faith of the United 
States, preferred to remain on the lands which were 
the abodes of their fathers. 

"In the condition which we have described — ^in 
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peace with all the world, with an increasing revenue, 
and with a surplus of $5,125,638 in the public treasury, 
— ^the administration of the Government of the United 
States was surrendered by Mr. Adams on the 3d of 
March, 1829.*'* 

The '' Georgia Constitutionalist" thus describes Mr. 
Adams* retirement from office : — ** Mr. Adams is said 
to be in good health and spirits. The manner in 
which this gentleman retired from office is so replete 
with propriety and dignity, that we are sure history 
will record it as a laudable example to those who shall 
hereafter be required by the sovereign people to descend 
from exalted stations. It was a great matter with the 
ancients to die with decency, and there are some of 
our own day whose deaths are more admirable than 
their lives. Mr. Adams' deportment in the Presidency 
was lofty and proud ; but the smile with which he 
throws aside the trappings of power, and the graceful 
propriety with which he takes leave of patronage and 
placCy are truly commendable." 

* American Annaal Regifter. 
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MR. ADAMS* MULTIPUBD ATTAINMBNTS — YISITED BT aOUTHSBJT 

OENTLEMEN HIS REPORT ON WBIOHTS AND MSABURXS— 

HIS POKTRT ERECTS A MONUMENT TO THE MEMORY OF HIS 

PARENTS ^ELBOTED MEMBER OF CONGRESS ^LETTER TO THE 

BIBLE 8O0IETT — DELIYSR8 EULOGY ON DEATH OV XX-PBJH- 
IDENT MONROE. 

Pew public men in any country have possessed 
attainments more varied than were those of Mr. 
Adams. Every department of literature and science 
received more or less of his attention^^very path of 
human improvement seems to have been explored by 
him. As a statesman, he was unrivalled in the pro- 
fundity of his knowledge. His state papers — given to 
the world while Minister, Secretary of State, President, 
and Member of Congress — his numerous addresses, 
orations, and speeches, are astonishing in number, and 
in the learning they display.* No man was more 

• Ande ftom his itate papera, official correspondence, and speeches, 
which would make many volumes, the Literary World gives the follow- 
ing liit of the published writings of Mr. Adams : 

" 1. Oration at Boston, 1793 ; 2. Answer to Pahie's Rights of Man, 
1793 ; 3. Address to the Members of the Massachusetts Charitable Fire 
Society; 4. Letters on Silesia; 6. Letters on Silena, 1804; 6. Inau- 
gural Oration at Harvard College, 1806; 7. Letters to H. O. Otis, in 
reply to Timothy Pickering, 1808 ; 8. Review of the Works of Pisher 
Ames, 1809; 9. Lectures on Rhetoric and Oratoiy, two volninas, 1810; 
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familiar with modern history, with diplomacy and 
international law, and the politics of America and 
Europe for the last two or three centuries. 

In other departments he appeared equally at home. 
His acquaintance was familiar with the classics, and 
several modem languages. In oratory, rhetoric, and 
the various departments of belles lettres, his attain- 
ments were of more than an ordinary character. His 
commentaries on Desdemona, and others of Shak- 
speare's characters, show that he was no mean critic, 
in the highest walks of literature, and in all that pertains 
to human character. 

The following interesting account of an interview 
with ex-President Adams, by a southern gentleman, in 



10. Report on Weights and Measures, 1821 ; 11. Oration at Washing- 
ton, 1821 ; 12. Duplicate Letters ; the Fisheries and the Mississippi, 
1822; 13. Oration to the citixens of Q^uincj, 1831 ; 14. Oration on the 
Death of James Monroe, 1831 ; 15. Dermot McMorrogh, or the Con- 
quest of Ireland, 1832 ; 16. Letters to Edward Livingston, on Free 
Masonry, 1833 ; 17. Letters to William L. Stone, on the entered appren- 
tice's oath, 1833 ; 18. Oration on the Life and Character of Lafayette, 
1835 ; 19. Oration on the Life and Character of James Madison, 1836 ; 
20. The Characters of Shakspeare, 1837; 21. Oration delivered at 
Newburyport, 1837; 22. Letters to his Constituents of the TwelOh 
Congresaonal District of Massachusetts, 1837 ; 23. The Jubilee of the 
Constitution, 1839 ; 24. A Discourse on Education, delivered at Brain- 
tree, 1840; 25. An Address at the Observatory, Cincinnati, 1843. 

Among the unpublished works of Mr. Adams, besides his Diary, which 
extends over half a century, and would probably make some two dozen 
stout octavos, are Memoirs of the earlier Public and Private Life of 
John Adams, second President of the United States, in three volumes ; 
R^KVts and Speeches on Public Affairs ; Poems, including two new 
cantos of Dermot McMonogh, a Translation of Oberon, and nameroiM 
fiiiajs and Diecoanee." 



Digitized by 



Google 



d84 LIFE OP iOHK auufor adamb. 

1684, affords some just coDceptions of the versatility 
of his genius, and the profoundness of his erudition : — 

«* Yesterday, accompanied by my friend T., I paid a visit to the 
veneiable ex-President, at his residence in Qoincy. A violent rain 
aetting in as soon as we arrived, gave ns from five to nine o'clock 
to listen to the learning of this man of books. His residence b a 
plain, very plain one : the room into which we were ushered, (the 
<h«wing-room, I supposeO was famished in true republican style. 
It is probably of ancient construction, as I perceived two beams 
projecting from the low ceiling, in the manner of the beams in a 
ahip's cabin. Prints commemoretive of political events, and the old 
Ceunily portraits, hung about the room; common straw matting 
covered the floor, and two candlesticks, bearing sperm candles, 
ornamented the mantle-fnece. The personal appearance of the ex- 
President himself corresponds with the simplicity of his furniture. 
He resembles rather a substantial, well-fed farmer, than one who 
has wielded the destinies of this mighty Confederation, and been 
bred in the ceremony and etiquette of an European Court In fact, 
he appears to possess none of that sternness of character which 
you would suppose to belong to one a large part of whose life has 
been spent in political warfare, or, at any rate, amidst scenes requir- 
ing a vast deal of nerve and inflexibility. 

^ Mrs. Adams is described in a word — a lady. She has all the 
warmth of heart and ease of manner that mark the character of the 
southern ladies, and from which it would be no easy matter to dis- 
tinguish her. 

^ The ex-President was the chief talker. He spoke with infinite 
ease, drawing upon his vast resources with the certainty of one 
who has his lecture before him ready written. The whole of his 
conversation, which steadily he maintained for nearly four hours, 
was a continued stream of light. Well contented was I to be a 
listener. His subjects were the architecture of the middle ages ; the 
stained glass of that period ; sculpture, embracing monuments par- 
ticularly. On this subject his opinion of Mrs. Nightingale's monu- 
ment in Westminster Abbey, differs from all others that I have 
•een or heard. He places it above every other in the Abbey, and 
observed in relation to it, that the spectator ' saw nothing else.' 
MUton, Shakapeare, Shensto n e, Pope, Byron, and Soathey were in 
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tarn remariced upon. He gave Pope a wonderfally high character, 
and remarked that one of his chief beauties was the skill exhibited 
in varying the cesoral ■ pansei— quoting from various parts of his 
author, to illustrate his remarks more fully. He said very little on 
the politics of the country. He spoke at considerable length of 
Sheridan and Burke, both o whom be had heard, and could describe 
with the most graphic effect He also spoke of Junius ; and it is 
ramarkable that he should place him so hi above the best of his 
contemporaries. He spoke of him as a bad man ; but maintained, as 
a writer, that he had never been equalled. 

*<The conversation never flagged for a moment; and on the 
whole, I shall remember my visit to Quincy, as amongst the most 
instructive and pleasant I ever passed." 



As a theologian, Mr. Adams was familiar with the 
tenets of the various denominations which compose the 
great Christian family, and acquainted with the prin- 
cipal arguments by which they support their peculiar 
views. While entertaining decided opinions of his 
own, which he did not hesitate to avow on all proper 
occasions, he was tolerant of the sentiments of all who 
differed from him. He deemed it one of the most 
sacred rights of every American citizen, and of every 
human being, to worship God according to the dic- 
tates of his own conscience, without let or hindrance, 
our laws equally tolerating, and equally protecting 
every sect. 

In the most abstruse sciences he was equally at 
home. His report to Congress, while Secretary of 
State, on Weights and Measures was very elaborate, 
and evinced a deep and careful research into this im- 
portant but most difficult subject That report was 
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of the utmost yalae. Adopting the philosophical and 
unchangeable basis of the modern French system of 
mensuration, an arc of the meridian, it laid the founda- 
tion for the accurate manipulations and scientific cal- 
culations of the late Professor Hassler, which have 
furnished an unerring standard of Weights and Meas- 
ures to the people of this country. In a very learned 
notice of ** Measures, Weights, and Money ,** by Col. 
Pasley, Royal Engineer, F. R. S., published in London, 
in 1834, he pays the following well-merited compliment 
to Mr. Adams : — 

** I cannot poas over the labors of former writers, without ac- 
knowledging in particular, the benefit which I have derived, whilst 
investigating the historical part of my subject, from a book printed 
It Washington, in 1821, as an official Report on Weights and 
Measures, made by a distinguished American statesman, Mr. John 
Qnincy Adams, to the Senate of the United States, of which he was 
afterwards President This author has thrown more lig^ into the 
history of our old English weights and measures, than all former 
writers on the same subject. His views of historical facts, even 
where occasionally in opposition to the reports of our own Par- 
liamentary Committees, appear to me to be the most correct For 
my own part, I confess that I do not think I could have seen my 
way into the history of English weights and measures, in the feudal 
ages, without his guidance.*' 

To his Other accomplishments Mr. Adams added 
that of a poet. His pretensions in this department 
were humble, yet many of his productions, thrown off 
hastily, no doubt, during brief respites from severer 
labors, possess no little merit. A few specimens will 
not be uninteresting to the reader. 
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The following stanzas are from a hymn by Mr. 
Adams for the celebration of the 4th of July, 1881, 
at Quincy, Mass. : — 

** Sing to the Lord a song of praiae ; 

Assemble, ye who love his name ; 
Let congregated millions raise 

Triomphant glee's loud acclaim. 
From earth's remotest regions come ; 

Come, greet your Maker, and your King ; 
With harp, with timbrel, and with dnim. 

His praise let hill and valley sing. 



'* Go forth in arms ; Jehovah reigns; 

Their graves let fool oppressors ihid ; 
Bind all their sceptred kings in chains ; 

Their peers with iron fetters bind. 
Then to the Lord shall praise ascend ; 

Then all mankind, with one accord. 
And freedom's voice, till time shall end. 

In pealing anthems, praise the Lord." 

The lines which follow were inscribed to the sun- 
dial imder the window of the hall of the House of 
Representatives, at Washington : — 

<* Thou silent herald of Time's silent flight ! 

Say, cooldst thou speak, what warning voice were thine 7 

Shade, who canst only show how others shine t 
Dark, sullen witness of resplendent light 
In day's broad glaie, and v^ien the noontide bright 

Of laughing fortune sheds the ray divine. 

Thy ready fiivore cheer ns — but decline 
The clouds of morning and the gloom of night. 
Yet are thy coimselB faithful, just and wise ; 

They bid «■ aeie the moments aa they ] 
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Sntch the retrieveless sunbeam as it ffies, 

Nor lose one sand of life's revolving glass ■- 
Aspiring still, with energy sublime, 
By virtuous deeds to give eternity to Time.** 

It b seldom that lines more pure and beautiful can 
be found, than the following on the death of children :— « 

** Sure, to the nmnsions of the blest 
When infant innocence ascends. 
Some angel brighter than the rest 
The spotless spirit's flight attends. 

**0n wings of ecstacy they rise. 

Beyond where worids matmd roll. 
Till some fair sister of the skies 
Receives the unpolluted soul. 

<* There at the Ahnighty Father's hand. 
Nearest the throne of living light, 
The choirs of infant seraphs stand. 
And daztling shine, where all are bright 

** The inextinguishable beam, 
^^th dust united at our birth. 
Sheds a more dim, discolored gleam. 
The mcMre it lingers upon earth : 

<< Closed is the dark abode of day. 
The stream of glory fieuntly bums, 
Nor unobscured the lucid lay 
To its own native fount returns : 

** But when the Lord of mortal breath 
Decrees his bounty to resume. 
And points the silent shaft of death, 
Which speeds an in&nt to the tomb, 
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** No puBioo fierce, no Icm desire, 

Has qaenched the radiance of the flame ; 
BaclL to its God the living fire 
Returns, nnsnllied, as it came.'* 

The heart which could turn aside from the stem 
conflicts of the political world, and utter sentiments so 
chaste and tender, must have been the residence of the 
sweetest and noblest emotions of man. 

Having taken final leave, as he believed, of the duties 
of public life, and retired to the beloved shades of 
Quincy, it was the desire and intention of Mr. Adams 
to devote the remainder of his days to the peaceful 
pursuits of literature. It had long been his purpose, 
whenever opportunity should offer, to write a hbtory of 
the life and times of his venerated father, '* the elder 
Adams." His heart was fixed on this design, and 
some introductory labors had been commenced. But 
an overruling Providence had a widely different work 
in preparation for him. 

If Mr. Adams had been permitted to follow the bent 
of his own feelings at that time — ^if he had continued in 
the retirement he had so anxiously sought as a rest 
from the toils of half a century — the brightest page of 
his wonderful history would have remained forever un- 
written. He would have been remembered as a dis- 
creet and trusty diplomatist, an able statesman, a suc- 
cessful politician, a capable President, and an honest 
and honorable man I This would, indeed, have been 
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a measure of renown with which most men would have 
been content, and which few of the most fortunate sons 
of earth can ever attain. He was abundantly satisfied 
with it. He asked for nothing more — he expected 
nothing more this side the grave. But it was not 
enough I Fame was wreathing brighter garlands, 
a more worthy chaplet, for his brow. A higher, nobler 
task was before him, than any enterprize which had 
claimed his attention. His long and distinguished ca- 
reer — his varied and invaluable experience — had been 
but a preparation to enable him to enter upon the real 
work of life for which he was raised up. 

The world did not yet know John Quincy Adams. 
Long as he had been before the public, the mass had 
thus far failed to read him aright. Hitherto circum- 
stances had placed him in collision with aspiring men. 
He stood in their way to station and power. There 
was a motive to conceal his virtues and magnify his 
faults. He had never received from his opposers the 
smallest share of credit really due to him for patriot- 
ism, self-devotion, and purity of purpose. Even his 
most devoted friends did not fully appreciate these 
qualities in him. During his long public service, he 
had ever been an object of hatred and vituperation to 
a class of minds utterly incapable of estimating his 
talents or comprehending his high principles of action. 
In the heat of political struggles, no abuse, no defama- 
tion, were too great to heap upon him. Misrepresent- 
ation, duplicity, malignity, did their worst. Did he 
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Utter a patriotic sentiment, it was charged to hypocrisy 
and political cunning. Did he do a noble deed, worthy 
to be recorded in letters of gold — sacrificing party 
predilections and friendship to support the interest of 
his country, and uphold the reputation and dignity of 
its Government — it was attributed to a wretched pan- 
dering for the emoluments of office. Did he endeavor 
to exercise the powers entrusted to him as President 
in such a manner as to preserve peace at home and 
abroad, develope the internal resources of the nation, 
improve facilities for transportation and travel, protect 
and encourage the industry of the country, and in 
every department promote the permanent prosperity 
and welfare of the people — it was allowed to be nothing 
more than the arts of an intriguer, seeking a re- 
election to the Presidency. Yea, it was declared in 
advance, that, ** if his administration should be as pure 
as the angels in heaven," it should be overthrown. 
Did he exhibit the plain simplicity of a true republican 
in his dress and manners, and economy in all his 
expenditures, it was attributed to parsimony and mean- 
ness ! A majority of his countrymen had been de- 
ceived as to his principles and character, and sacrificed 
him politically on the altar of prejudice and party spirit. 
Throughout his life he had ever been a lover of man 
and of human freedom — ^the best friend of his country 
— ^the most faithful among the defenders of its insti- 
tutions — a sincere republican, and a true man. But 
blinded by political prejudice, a large portion of his 

11 
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feUow-citizens refused the boon of credit for these 
qualities. It remained for another stage of his life, 
another field of display, to correct them of this error, 
and to vindicate his character. It was requisite that 
he should step down from his high position, disrobe 
himself of office, power and patronage, place himself 
beyond the reach of the remotest suspicion of a desire 
for political preferment and emolument, to satisfy the 
world that John Quincy Adams had from the begin- 
nings been a pure-hearted patriot, and one of the 
noblest sons of the American Confederacy. His new 
career was to furnish a luminous commentary on his 
past life, and to convince the most sceptical, of the 
justice of his claim to rank among the highest and best 
of American patriots. Placed beyond the reach of 
any gift of office from the nation, with nothing to hope 
for, and nothing to fear in this respect, he was to write 
his name in imperishable characters, so high on the 
tablets of his country's history and fame, as to be be- 
yond the utmost reach of malignity or suspicion I The 
door which led to this closing act of his dramatic life, 
was soon opened. 

On returning to Quincy, one of the first things 
which received the attention of Mr. Adams, was the 
discharge of a filial duty towards his deceased parents, 
in the erection of a monument to their memory. The 
elder Adams in his will, among other liberal bequests, 
had left a large legacy to aid in the erection of a new 
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Unitarian church in Quincy. The edifice was com- 
pieted, and ex-President J. Q. Adams caused the monu- 
ment to his father and mother to be erected within the 
walls. It was a plain and simple design, consisting of a 
tablet, having recessed pilasters at the sides* with a base 
moulding and cornice ; the whole supported by trusses 
at the base. The material of which it was made was 
Italian marble ; and the whole was surmounted by a 
fine bust of John Adams, from the chisel of Greenough, 
the American artist, then at Rome. The inscription, 
one of the most feeling, appropriate, and classical 
specimens extant, was as follows :— 

*' UBIBTATBll AMICITTAM FIDCM RBTINKBIS. 

D. O. M.* 

Beneath these Walk 

Aie deposited the Mortal Remains of 

JOHN ADAMS, 

Son of John and Susanna (Bcjtdelton) Adams, 

Second President of the United States. 

Bom 19-30 October, 1735. 

On the fourth of July, 1776, 

He pledged his Life, Fortune, and Sacred Honor 

To the INDEPENDENCE OP HIS COUNTRY. 

On the third of September, 1783, 

He affixed his Seal to the definitive Treaty with (Sreat Britain, 

Which acknowledged that Independence, 

And consummated the redenqption of his pledge. 

On the fourth of July, 1896, 

He was sunmumed 

To the Independence of Immortality» 

And to the JUDGMENT OF HIS GOD. 

This House will bear witness to his Piety: 

This Town, his Birth-place, to his Munificence: 

History to his Patriotism : 

Pofteiity to the Depth and Compass of his Mind. 
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At hb lide 

Sleeps till the Tramp than sound, 

ABIGAIL, 

His bebved and only Wife, 

Daughter of William and Elizabeth (Quincy) Smith. 

In every relation of Life, a pattern 

Of Filial, Conjugal, Maternal, and Social Virtue. 

Bom 11-^ NoTember, 1744. 

Deceased 28 October, 1818, 

Aged 74. 



Married 25 October, 1764. 

During a union of more than half a centuiy. 

They sormed, in Harmony of Sentiment, Principle and Affection, 

The Tempests of Civil Coomiotion ; 

Meeting undaunted, and surmounting 

The Tenors and Trials of that Revolution 

Which secured the Freedom of their Country ; 

Improved the Condition of their Times; 

And brightened the Prospects of Futurity 

To the Race of Man upon Earth. 



From lives thus spent thy earthly Duties learn ; 
From Fancy's Dreams to active Virtue turn : 
Let Freedom, Friendship, Faith thy Soul engage. 
And serve, like them, thy Country and thy Age.'' 

Mr. Adams had remained in the retirement of Quincy 
but little more than a single year, when the following 
paragraph appeared in the public prints throughout the 
country : — 

** Mr. Adams, late President of the United States, is named as a 
candidate for Congress, from the district of Massachusetts now 
represented by Mr. Richardson, who declines a re-election.*' 

It would be difficult to describe the surprise created 
by this announcement, in every quarter of the Union. 
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Speculation was at fault. Would he accept or reject 
such a nomination ? By a large class it was deemed 
impossible that one who had occupied positions so ele- 
vated — who had received the highest honors the nation 
could bestow upon him — would consent to serve the 
people of a single district, in a capacity so humble, 
comparatively, as a Representative in Congress. Such 
a thing was totally unheard of. The people, however, 
of the Plymouth congressional district in which he re- 
sided, met and duly nominated him for the proposed 
office. All doubts as to his acceptance of the nomina- 
tion were speedily dispelled by the appearance of a 
letter from Mr. Adams, in the Columbian Sentinel, 
Oct, 15, 1830, in which he says : — 

** If my fellow-cidzens of the district should think proper to call 
fi>r such services as it may be in my power to render them, by refh 
resenting them in the twenty-second Congress, I am not aware <^ 
any sound principle which would justify me in withholding them. 
To the manifestations of confidence on the part of those portions 
of the people who, at two several meetings, have seen fit to present 
my name for the sufiTrages of the district, I am duly and deeply 
sensible." 

In due time the election was held, and Mr. Adams 
was returned to Congress, by a vote nearly unanimous. 
From that time forward for seventeen years, and to the 
hour of his death, he occupied the post of Representa- 
tive in Congress from the Plymouth district, in Massa- 
chusetts, with unswerving fidelity, and distinguished 
honor. 

There can be no doubt that many of the best friends 
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of Mr. Adams seriously questioned the propriety of h» 
appearing as a Representative in the halb of Congress. 
It was a step never before taken by an ex-President of 
the United States. They apprehended it might be de- 
rogatory to his dignity^ and injurious to his reputation 
and fame, to enter into the strifes, and take part in the 
litigations and contentions which characterize the na- 
tional House of Representatives. Moreover, they were 
fearful that in measuring himself, as he necessarily must, 
in the decline of life, with younger men in the prime 
of their days, who were urged by the promptings of 
ambition to tax every capacity of their nature, he might 
injure his well-earned reputation for strength of intel- 
lect, eloquence and statesmanship. But these mis- 
givings were groundless. In the House of Repre- 
sentatives, as in all places where Mr. Adams was 
associated with others, he arose immediately to the 
head of his compeers. So far from suffering in his 
reputation, it was immeasurably advanced during his 
long congressional career. NeW powers were devel- 
oped — ^new traits of character were manifested — new 
and repeated instances of devotion to principle and the 
rights of man were made known — ^which added a 
brighter lustre to his already widely-extended fame* 
He exhibited a fund of knowledge so vast and profound 
— a familiarity so perfect with nearly every topic which 
claimed the attention of Congress — he could bring forth 
from his well-replenished storehouse of memory so vast 
-an array of facts, shedding light upon subjectis deeply 
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obscured to others — displayed such readiness and power 
in debate, pouring out streams of purest eloquence, or 
launching forth the most scathing denunciations when 
he deemed them called for — that his most bitter op- 
posers, while trembling before his sarcasm, and dread- 
ing his assaults, could not but grant him the meed of 
their highest admiration. Well did he deserve the 
title conferred upon him by general consent, of " the 
Old Man Eloquent r 

Had Mr. Adams followed the bent of his own in- 
clinations — ^had he consulted simply his personal ease 
and comfort — he would probably never have appeared 
again in public life. Having received the highest dis- 
tinctions his country could bestow upon him, blessed 
with an ample fortune, and possessing all the elements 
of domestic comfort, he would have passed the evening 
of his earthly sojourn in peaceful tranquillity, at the 
mansion o[ his fathers in Quincy. But it was one of 
the sacred rules in this distinguished statesman's life, to 
yield implicit obedience to the demands of duty. His 
immediate neighbors and fellow-citizens called him to 
their service in the national councils. He was con- 
scious of the possession of talents, knowledge, experi- 
ence, and all the qualifications which would enable 
him to become highly useful, not only in acting as the 
representative of his direct constituents, but in pro- 
moting the welfare of our common country. This 
conviction once becoming fixed in his mind, decided 
his coarse. He felt be had no choice left but to com- 
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ply unhesitatingly with the demand which had been 
made upon his patriotism. In adopting this resolution 
— in consenting, after having been once at the head of 
the National Government, to assume again the labors 
of public life in a subordinate station, wholly divested 
of power and patronage, urged by no influence but the 
claims of duty, governed by no motive but a simple 
desire to serve his country and promote the well-being 
of his fellow-man — Mr. Adams presented a spectacle of 
moral sublimity unequalled in the annals of nations I 

For many years Mr. Adams was a member, and 
one of the Vice Presidents,' of the American Bible 
Society. In reply to an invitation to attend its anni- 
versary in 1830, he wrote the following letter : — 

" Sir : — Your letter of the 22d of March was duly received ; and 
while regreting my inability to attend personally at the celebration 
of the anniversary of the institution, on the 13th of next month, I 
pray you, sir, to be assured of the gratification which I have 
experienced in learning the success which has attended the benevo- 
lent exertions of the American Bible Society. 

*' In the decease of Judge Washington, they have lost an able 
and valuable associate, whose direct co-operation, not less than his 
laborious and exemplary life, contributed to promote the cause of 
the Redeemer. Yet not for him, nor for themselves by the loss of 
him, are they called to sorrow as without hope ; for lives like hia 
shine but as purer and brighter lighte in the world, after the lamp 
which fed themb extinct, than before. 

"^ The distribution of Bibles, if the simplest, is not the least 
efficacious of the means of extending the blessings of the Gospel 
to the remotest comers of the earth; for the Comforter is in the 
sacred volume : and among the receivers of that million of copies 
distributed by the Society, who shall number the mnltitiidBa 
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swmkened thereby, with good will to man in their heerts, tnd with 
the song of the Lamb upon their lipe 7 

" The hope of a Christian is inseparable from his faith. Who- 
ever believes in the divine inspiration of the holy Scriptures, most 
hope that the religion of Jesus shall prevail througfaont the earth. 
Never since the fonndatkm of the world have the prospects of 
mankind been more encouraging to that hope than they appear to 
be at the present time. And may the associated distribation of the 
Bible proceed and prosper, till the I^rd shall have made * bare his 
holy arm in the eyes of all the nations ; and all the ends of the 
earth shall see the salvation of our God.' 

** With many respects to the Board of Managers, please to accept 
the good wishes of your friend and fellow-citizen, 

** John Quinct Adams." 

On the 4th of July, 1831, at half past three o'clock 
in the afternoon, the venerable Jamrs Moneoe, fifth 
President of the United States, departed life, aged 73 
years. He died at the residence of his son-in-law, 
Samuel L. Gouvemeur, Esq., in the city of New York. 
His decease had been for some days expected ; but 
life lingered until the anniversary of his country's 
independence, when his spirit took its departure to a 
better world. Throughout the United States, honors 
were paid to his memory by hoisting of flags at half 
mast, the tolling of bells, firing of minute guns, the 
passing of resolutions, and delivery of eulogies. He 
was, emphatically, a great and good man, respected and 
beloved by the people of all parties, without exception. 
There are few instances in the history of the world, of 
more remarkable coincidences than the death of three 
Presidents of the United States, who took most promi- 
nent parts in proclaiming and achieving the independ- 
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ence of our eoantry, on the sniiiversary of the daj 
when the declaration of that independence was made to 
the wcNrld. The noise of the firing of cannon* in cel^ 
brating the day, caused the eyes of the dying Monroe to 
open inquiringly. When the occasion of these rejoic- 
ings was commumcated to him, a look <^ intelligence 
indicated that he understood the character of the day. 
At this anniversary of our National Independence, 
Mr. Adams delivered an oration before the citizens of 
Quincy. It was an able and eloquent production. 
The following were the concluding paragraphs. In 
reference to nullification, which was threatened by 
some of the Southern States, he said :— 

^ The event of a conflict in anns, between the Union and one of 
its members, whether terminating in victory or defeat, would be bat 
an alternative of calamity to all. In the holy records of antaqvity, 
we have two examples of a confederation raptured by the sevo^ 
ance of its members, one of which resulted, after three desperate 
battles, in the extermination of the seceding tribe. And the vie- 
torions people, instead of exulting in shouts of triumph, came to the 
house of C>od, and abode there till even, before Crod ; and lifted up 
their voices, and wept sore, and said, — O Lord God of Israel teih^ is 
this come to pass in Israel, that there should be to-day one tiftekck> 
ing in Israel? The other was a successful example of lesiatance 
against tyrannical taxation, and severed forever the confederacy, 
the fragments forming separate kingdoms ; and from ^t day their 
history pr ea onta an unbroken series of disastrous alliances, and 
exterminating wars— of assassinations, conspiracies, revolts, and 
rebellions, until both parts of the confederacy sunk into tributary 
servitude to the nations around them ; till the countrymen of David 
and Solomon hung their harps upon the willows of Babylon, and 
were totally lost amidst the multitudes of the Chaldean and Assyrian 
monarchies, * the most despised portion of their slaves.' 

*< In these mounifal meinorials of their fate, we may behcdd the 
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Mie, loo Bore prognoBticatioii of our own,finoin the boar when force 
■fadl be BubstitQted for delibentioD, in the settlement of our con- 
BtitntioDal qnestioDi. This is the deplorable alternative — the extir- 
pation of the seceding member, or the never-ceasing straggle of 
tivo rivai coofedenwies, altimately bending the neck of both ander 
the yoke of foreign domination, or the despotic sovereignty of a 
oooqoeror at home. May heavmi avert the omen ! The destinies, 
not odIj of oar posterity, bat of the haman race, are at stake. 

** Let no sacb melancholy forebodings intrade apon the festivities 
of this anniversary. Serene skies and balmy breezes are not con- 
genial to the dioiate of freedom. Progressive improvement in the 
condition of man, is apparently the porpose of a saperintending 
Providence. That parpoee will not be disappobted. In no dela- 
sion of national vanity, but with a feeling of profoand gratitude to 
the God of our fieithere, let as indalge in the cheering hope and be- 
lief, that oar country and her people have been selected as instru- 
ments for preparing and maturing much of the good yet in reserve 
for the welfare and happiness of the human race. Much good has 
already been effected by the solenm proclamation of our prin- 
ciples—much more by the illustration of our example. The 
tempest which threatens desolation may be destined only to purify 
the atnKwpbere. It is not in tranquil ease and enjoyment that 
the active energies of mankind are displayed. Toils and dan- 
gers are trials of the soul. Doomed to the first by his sentence at 
the fieill, man by submission converts them into pleasures. The last 
are, since the fall, the conditions of his existence. To see them in 
advance, to guard against them by all the suggestions of prudence, 
to meet them with the composure of unyielding reustance, and to 
abide with firm resignation the final dispensation of Him who rules 
the ball — these are the dictates of philosophy — these are the pre- 
cepts of religion — these are the principles and consolations of pa- 
triotism — these remain when all is lost— and of these is composed 
the spirit of independence — the ^irit embodied in that beautiful per- 
sonificatkm of the poet, which may each of you, my countrjrmen, 
to the last hoar of his life, apply to himself^ — 

*Thj iplrit, Independence, lei me ilure. 
Lord of the lion heart, and eagle eye 1 
Thy atepa I foDow, with my hoaom bare, 
Ngr heed Om atonn tlMt howU along the rity' 
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*< Id the course of nature, the voice which dow addreaaes yon 
most soon cease to be heard upon earth. life and all which it in- 
herits lose their value as it draws towards its close. But fOT most 
of you, my friends and neighbors, long and many years of futurity 
are yet in store. May they be years of freedom — ^years of pros- 
perity — ^years of happiness, ripening for inmiortality ! But, were 
the breath which now gives utterance to my feelings the last vital 
air I should draw, my expiring words to yon and your children 
should be, Independence and Union forever T 

A few weeks subsequent to the death of ex-Presi- 
dent Monroe, Mr. Adams delivered an interesting and 
able eulogy on his life and character, before the public 
authorities of the city of Boston, in Faneuil HalL In 
drawing to a conclusion, he used the following lan- 
guage:— 

''Our country, by the bountiful dispensations of a gracious 
Heaven, is, and for a series of years has been, blessed with pro- 
found peace. But when the first father of our race had exhibited 
before him, by the archangel sent to announce his doom, and to 
console him in his fall, the fortunes and misfortunes of his descend- 
ants, he saw that the deepest of their miseries would befal them 
while favored with all the blessings of peace ; and in the bitterness 
of his anguish he exclaimed : — 

«NowlBee 
Peace to corrupt, no lees than war to waste.' 

«* It is the very fervor of the noonday sun, in the cloudless atmos- 
phere of a summer sky, which breeds 

* the sweeping whirtwind's sway, 
That, hashed In grim repose, expects his evening prey.' 

" You have insured the gallant ship which ploughs the wavest 
freighted with your lives and your childiren's fortunes, from the fury 
of the tempest above, and from the treachery of the wave beneath. 
Beware of the danger against which you can alone insure your- 
selves — the latent defect of the gallant ship itself. Pass but a few 
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short days, and forty years will have elapsed since the voice of him 
who addresses you, speakmg to yoor Others from this hallowed 
spot, gave for you, in the face of Heaven, the sdemn pledge, tHat 
if, in the course of your career on earth, emergencies should arise, 
calling for the exercise of those energies and virtues which, in 
times of tranquillity and peace remam by the will of Heaven dor- 
mant in the human bosom, you would prove yourselves not un- 
worthy the sires who had toiled, and fought, and bled, for the inde- 
pendence of the country. Nor has that pledge been unredeemed. 
You have maintained through times of trial and danger the inher- 
itance of freedom, of union, of independence bequeathed you by 
your forefathers. It remains for you cmly to transmit the same 
peerless legacy, unimpaired, to your children of the next succeeding 
age. To this end, let us join ih humble supplication to the Founder 
of empires and the Creator of all worlds, that he would continue to 
your posterity the smiles which his favor has bestowed upon you ; 
and, since Mt is not in man that walketh to direct his steps,' that he 
would enlighten and lead the advancing generation in the way they 
should ga That in all the perils, and all the mischances which 
may threaten or befall our United Republic, in after times, he would 
raise up from among your sons deliverers to enlighten her councils, 
to defend her freedom, and if need be, to lead her armies to victory. 
And should the gloom of the year of independence ever again over- 
spread the sky, or the metropdis of your empire be once more des- 
tined to smart under the scourge of an invader's hand,* that there 
never may be found wanting among the children of your country, 
a warricnr to bleed, a statesman to counsel, a chief to direct and 
govern, inspired with all the virtues, and endowed with all the 
faculties which have been so signally displayed in the life of James 

MONBOE." 

* Alluding to the burning of the ci^ of Washington, in the war of 
1812. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

MB. ADAMS TAKES HIS SKAT IN 00N0BS8S — ^HIS POSITION AND 
HABITB AS A MBMBBE — ^BIS INDXPSNDSNCS OF PARTY — ^HIS 
SULOOT ON THB DKATH OF XX-PRB8IDKNT JAMES MADISON 
EOS ADYOOACT OF THB RIGHT OF PETITION, AND OPPO- 
SITION TO SLAVERY INSURRECTION IN TEXAS — ^MR. ADAMS 

MAKES KNOWN ITS ULTERIOR OBJECT. 

Mr. Adams took his seat in the House of Represent- 
atives withoat ostentation, in DecembeF> 1631. His 
appearance there produced a profound sensation. It 
was the first time an ex-President had ever entered 
that Hall in the capacity of a member. He was received 
with the highest marks of respect. It presented a 
singular spectacle to behold members of Congress 
who, when Mr. Adams was President, had charged him 
with every species of political corruption, and loaded 
his name with the most opprobrious epithets, now 
vieing with one another in bestowing upon him the 
highest marks of respect and confidence. That which 
they denied the President, they freely yielded to the 
Man. It was the true homage which virtue and 
patriotism must ever receive — more honorable, and far 
more grateful to its object, than all the servility and 
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flattery which power and patronage can so easily 
purchase. 

The degree of confidence reposed in Mr. Adams 
was manifested by his being placed at once at the 
head of the Committee on Manufactures. This is 
always a responsiUe station ; but it was peculiarly so at 
that time. The whole Union was highly agitated on the 
subject of the tariff. The friends of domestic manu- 
factures at the North, insisted upon high protective 
duties, to sustain the mechanical and manufacturing 
interests of the country against a ruinous foreign com- 
petition. The Southern States resisted these measures 
as destructive to their interests, and remonstrated with 
the utmost vehemence against them — ^in which they 
were joined by a large portion of the Democratic party 
throughout the North. Mr. Adams, with enlarged 
views of national unity and general prosperity, coun- 
selled moderation to both parties. As Chairman of the 
Committee on Manufactures, he strove to produce 
such a compromise between the conflicting interests, as 
should yield each section a fair protection, and restore 
harmony and fraternity among the people. 

So important were Mr. Adams' services deemed in 
the Committee on Manufactures, that, on proposing to 
resign his post as Chairman, to fulfil other duties which 
claimed his attention, he was besought by all parties 
to relinquish his purpose. Mr. Cambreleng, of N. Y., 
a political opponent of Mr. Adams, said, " It was not a 
pleasant duty to oppose the request of any member of 
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the House, particularly one of his character. He did 
so with infinite regret in the present instance ; and he 
certainly would not take such a course, but for the 
important consequences that might result from assent- 
ing to the wishes of the distinguished gentleman from 
Massachusetts. He had reached the conclusion, not 
without infinite pain and reluctance, that the harmony, 
if not the existence of our Confederacy, depends, at this 
crisis, upon the arduous, prompt, and patriotic eflforts 
of a few eminent men. He believed that much might 
be done by the gentleman from Massachusetts." 

In the same tone of high compliment, Mr. Barbour, 
of Virginia, said, ** that to refuse anything that could 
be asked by the gentleman from Massachusetts gave 
him pain, great pain. He said it was with unaflfected 
sincerity he declared, that the member from Massachu- 
setts (with whom he was associated in the committee) 
had not only fulfilled all his duties with eminent ability, 
in the committee, but in a spirit and temper that com- 
manded his grateful acknowledgments, and excited his 
highest admiration. Were it permitted him to make a 
personal appeal to the gentleman, he would have done 
so in advance of this motion. He would have appealed 
to him as a patriot, as a statesman, as a philanthropist, 
and above all as an American, feeling the full force of 
all his duties, and touched by all their incentives to 
lofty action — to forbear this request" 

These complimentary appeals were well deserved 
by Mr. Adams, and show most emphatically the high 
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position he occapied in the esteem and confidence of 
the entire House of Representatives, on becoming a 
member thereof. But, with the modesty of true great- 
ness, it was painful to him to hear these encomiums 
uttered in his own presence. He arose, and begged 
the House, in whatever further action it might take 
upon the subject, to refrain from pursuing this strain. 
" I have been most deeply affected/' he said, ** by what 
has already passed. I have felt, in the strongest man- 
ner, the impropriety of my being in the House while 
such remarks were made ; being very conscious that 
sentiments of an opposite kind might have been uttered 
with far more propriety, and have probably been with- 
held in consequence of my presence.** 

Mr. Adams carried with him into Congress all his 
previous habits of industry and close application to 
business. He was emphatically a hard worker. Few 
men spent more hours in the twenty- four in assiduous 
labor. He would take no active part in any matter — 
would engage in the discussion of no topic — and would 
not commit himself on any question — until he had 
sounded it to its nether depths, and explored all its 
ramifications, all its bearings and influences, and had 
thoroughly become master of the subject. To gain 
this information no toil was too great, no application 
too severe. It was in this manner that he was enabled 
to overwhelm with surprise his cotemporaries in Con- 
gress, by the profundity of his knowledge. No subject 
could be started, no question discussed, on which he 
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was not perfectly at home. Without hesitation or mis- 
take, he could pour forth a stream of facts, dates, names, 
places, accompanied with narrations, anecdotes, reflec- 
tions and arguments, until the matter was thoroughly 
sifted and laid bare in all its parts and properties, to the 
understanding of the most casual observer. The te- 
nacity and correctness of his memory was proverbial. 
Alas, for the man who questioned the correctness of his 
statements, his facts, or dates. Sure discomfiture await- 
ed him. His mind was a perfect calendar, a store-house, 
a mine of knowledge, in relation to all past events con- 
nected with the history of his country and his age. 

In connection with his other exemplary virtues, Mr. 
Adams was prompt, faithful, unwearied, in the dis- 
charge of all his public duties. The oldest member of 
the House, he was at the same time the most punctual 
— the first at his post ; the last to retire from the labors 
of the day. His practice in these respects could well 
put younger members to the blush. While many 
others might be negligent in their attendance, saunter- 
ing in idleness, engaged in frivolous amusements, or 
even in dissipation, he was always at his post No 
call of the House was necessary — ^no Sergeant-at-arms 
need be despatched— to brmg hun witliin the Hall of 
Representatives. He was the last to move an ad- 
journment, or to adopt any device to consume time or 
neglect the public business for personal convenience 
or gratification. In every respect he was a model 
legislator. His example can be most profitably im- 
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itated by those who would arise to eminence in the 
councils of the nation. 

** My seat was, for two years, by his side, and it woald have 
scarcely more surprised me to miss one of the marble columns 
of the Hall from its pedestal than to see his chair empty. * * * 
I shall, perhaps, be pardoned for introducing here a slight personal 
recollection, which serves, in some degree, to iUiistrate his habits. 
The sessions of the last two days of (I think) the twenty-third Con- 
gress, were prolonged, the one for nineteen, and the other for seven- 
teen hours. At the close of the last day's session, he remained in 
(he hall of the House the last seated member of the body. One alter 
another, the members had gone home ; many of them for hours. 
The hall — brilliantly lighted up, and gaily attended, as was, and 
perhaps is still, the custom at the beginning the last evening of a 
session — had become cold, dark, and cheerless. Of the members 
who remained, to prevent the public business from dying for want 
of a quorum, most but himself were sinking from exhaustion, although 
they had probably taken theur meals at the usual hours, in the 
course of the day. Alter the adjournment, I went up to Mr. 
Adams' seat, to join company with him, homeward ; and as I knew 
he came to the House at eight o'clock in the morning, and it was 
then past midnight, I expressed a hope that he had taken some 
refreshment in the course of the day. He said he had not left his 
seat ; but holding up a bit of hard bread in his fingers^ gave me to 
understand in what way he had sustained nature."* 

The following reminiscence will further illustrate 
Mr. Adams' habits of industry and endurance at a 
later day, as well as show his views in regard to the 
famous '* Expunging Resolution." 

** On a cold and dreary morning, in the month of January, 1837, 1 
went to the capitol of the United States, at a very early hour, to 
write out a very long speech I had reported for an honorable gentle- 
man, who wished to look well in print ; and on entering the hall 

* Edward Everett 
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of the Honae of Representatives, I found Mr. Adams, aa early 
as the hoar was, in his seat, busily engaged in writing. He 
and myself were the only persons present ; even the indostrioos Mr. 
FoUansbee, the then doorkeeper, Ind not made his appearance, with 
his assistants and pages, to distribute copies of the journal and the 
usual documents. 

*' As I made it a rule never to speak to Mr. Adams, unless he 
spoke first, I said nothing ; but took my seat in the reporters' gallery, 
and went to work. I had written about half an hour, when the 
venerable statesman appeared at my desk, and was pleased to say 
that I was a very industrious man. I thanked him for the compli- 
ment, and, in return, remarked, that, as industrious as J might be, I 
could not keep pace with him, ' for,' said I, ' I found you here» 
sir, when I came in.' 

" * I believe I was a little early, sir,' he replied ; * but, as there is 
to be a clotting debate to-day, in the Senate, on the expunging reso- 
lution, which I feel inclined to hear, I Uiought I would come down 
at an unusual hour, this morning, and dispatch a little writing before 
the Senate was called to order.' 

" * Do you think the expunging resolution will be disposed of to- 
day ?' I inquired. 

** * I understand it will,' he rejoined. * I hope so, at least,' he 
added, * for I think the country has already become weary of it, 
and is impatient for a decision. It has already absorbed more 
time than should have been devoted to it' 

^ * It will pass, I suppose, sir 7' 

"* Oh, certainly ; and by a very decided majority. The adminis- 
tration is too strong for the opposition ; and the afl^r will call up a 
strict party vote. Of course Mr. Clay's resolution will be expunged, 
and the journal will not be vidated.' 

" I was somewhat surprised at the remark, and, in return, ob- 
served that I had always understood that it was on the constitutional 
ground, that the expunging process could not be effected without 
destroying the journal, that the opponents of the measure had based 
themselves. 

'* * It is true, sir, that that has been the grave and somewhat tenable 
argument in the Senate ; but it is a fallacy, after all,' he replied. ' The 
constitution, sir, it is true, renders it imperative on both Houses to 
keep a correct journal of its proceedings ; and all this can be dooe, 
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and any portion of it may be expunged, without vidating that inatni- 
ment For instance, sir, a resolution is adopted to-day, is entered 
on the joomal, and to-morrow is expunged— and still the journal 
remains correct, and the constitution is not violated. For the act 
by which the expungation is efiected is recorded on the journal ; the 
expunged resolution becomes a matter of record, and thus every- 
thing stands fiur and correct. The constitution is a sacred docu- 
ment, and should not be violated; but how often is it strictly 
adhered to, to the very letter ? There are, sir, some men in the world 
idio make great parade about their devotion to the ** dear consiUu' 
tion^^ — men, sir, who make its sacred character a hobby, and who, 
nevertheless, are perfectly reckless of its violation, if the ends of 
party are to be accomplished by its^ abjuration.' 

** There was a degree of sarca^ blended with his enunciatio& 
of the * dear constitution,* which induced me to think it possible 
that he intended some personal allusion when he repeated the words. 
In this I might, and might not, have errea. 

** * In what way, Mr. Adams,' I inquired, * is this expunging pro* 
cess to be accomplished 7 Is theobjecticmable resolution to be erased 
ftom the journal with a pen ; or is the leaf that contains it to be 
cutout?' 

"* Neither process is to be resorted to, as I understand it,' he 
Te{died. * The resdution will remain in the book; black lines will 
be drawn around it, and across it from right angles, and the word ** ex« 
punged," will be written on the face of it It will, to all intents and 
purposes, still stand on the face of the book. There are precedents 
in parliamentary journalism for the guidance of the Senate, and I 
su]^pose they will be adopted.' 

** He then proceeded to give me a very graj^c and interesting 
description of an expunging process that took place in the British 
Parliament in the reign of James the First, of England, which I 
would repeat, if time and space allowed. He detained me a long 
time, in narrating precedents, and commenting on them ; and then 
abruptly bringing the subject to a close, left me to pursue my labors. 

** Soon after the House had been called to order, immediately after 
the chaplain had said his prayers — ^for that was a ceremonial that 
Ifr. Adams always observed — ^I saw him leave his seat, and proceed, 
as I supposed, to the Senate chamber. After an hour or two had 
elapsed, I went into the Senate, and there found him, standing out- 
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side of the bar, liiteiiiBg, with all ImtghmWfl attantioQ, toMr. Fdiz 
Gmndy, who wma deUvering himself of some brief xemarks he bad 
to utter on the aabiect. 

** At nine o'clock m the ereiuBg, as I fombled my way throng 
the badly-lighted rotunda, having juat escaped &om a caucus t^ 
had been holding ' a secret session,' in the room of the committee 
on public lands, I descried a li^t issuing from the vestibule of the 
Senate chamber, which apprized me that *the most dignified body 
on earth' was still in session. Impelled by a natuial curioeity, I 
proceeded towards the council chamber of the right reverend signoiB ; 
and, just as I reached the door, Mr. Adams ste^iied out I inquired 
if the resolutioD had been disposed of. 

*«<No,sir,' he replied; *nor isit probaUethatitwillbeUHiigfat! 
A Senator from North Carolina is yet OQ the floor ; and, as it does not 
appear likely that he will yield it very soon, and as I am somewhat 
fiunt and weary, I think I shall go home.' 

** The night was very stormy. Snow waa fiUling fast; the moon, 
which had 



« DOiTeifllFdlMrhorM,* 

had receded beneath the western horizon ; and, as the capitol was 
bat sadly limited, I oflfored my services to the venerable sage of 
Quincy, and at the same time asked leave to conduct him to hia 
dwelling. 

'* * Sir,' said he, ' lam indebted to you for your proffered kindness ; 
but I need not the service of any one. I am somewhat advanced in 
life, but not yet, by the blessing of God, infirm ; or what Doctor 
Johnson would call ** superfluous ;" and you may recollect what 
old Adam says in the play of ** As you like it :" 

** For In my youth I nerer did apply 
Hot ud rebemooB Uqnonin my blood.**' 

^For the first time in my lifis, I (bund Mr. Adams a little inclined 
to be fiu^etious; and I was ^ad of itr-for it was to me a kind of 
assurance that my presence was not absolutely unwelcome. 

** The salutation being over, and Mr. Adams having consented 
that I should see him down the steps of the capitol, I proceeded on- 
ward, and soon found myself^ with my revered convoy, in the 
vicini^ of the western gate of the capitd grounds. * The wind 
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whistled a dismal tale,* as we trndged onward, lookiDif in vain for 
a cab ; and the anow and sleet, which, early in the daj, had mantled 
the earth, was now some twelve inches deep on Pennsylvania 
avenue. I insisted on going onward ; but Mr. Adams objected, and 
bidding me good night somewhat nnceremonionaly, told me, almost 
in as many words, that my ferther attendance was unwelcome. 

** As I left him, he drew his ' Boston wraj^r* still closer aroond 
him, hitched up hia mittens, and with elastic step breasted a wintry 
stoim that might have repelled even the more elastic movement 
of javenility, and wended up the avenue. Although I cannot irrev-. 
eiently say that he 

• WUmed M be wont, Ibr wul of ttwaght,* 

I fancy that his mind was so deeply imbued with the contemplation 
of affiurs of state, and especially in contemplating the expunging 
resolution, that he arrived at his home long before he was aware 
that he had threaded the distance between the capitol and the 
Presidential square."* 

Although elected to the House of Representatives as 
a Whig, and usually acting with that party, yet Mr. 
Adams would never acknowledge that fealty to party 
could justify a departure from the conscientious dis- 
chaise of duty. He went with his party as far as ho 
believed his party was right and its proceedings calcu- 
lated to promote the welfare of the country. But no 
party claims, no smiles nor frowns, could induce him 
to sanction any measure which he believed prejudicial 
to the interest of the people. Hence, during his con- 
gressional career, the Whigs occasionally found him a 
decided opposer of their policy and measures, on ques- 
tions where he deemed they had mistaken the true 

* Reminiscences of the late John Quincy Adams, by an Old Colony 
Man.— iV«w York AiUu. 
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course. In this he was but true to his principles, char- 
acter, and whole past hbtory. It was not that he loved 
his political party or friends less, but that he loved what 
he viewed as conducive to the welfare of the nation, 
more. 

The same principle of action governed him in refer- 
ence to his political opponents. In general he threw 
his influence against the administration of Gen. Jack- 
son, under a sincere conviction that its policy was in- 
jurious to the welfare of our common country. But to 
every measure which he could sanction, he did not 
hesitate to yield the support of all his energies. 

An instance of this description occurred in relation 
to the treaty of indemnity with France. For nearly 
forty years, negotiations had been pending in vain with 
the French Government, to procure an indemnity for 
spoliations of American commerce, during the French 
Revolution and Republic. On the 4th of July, 1831, 
Mr. Rives, the American Minister to France, succeeded 
in concluding a treaty with that country, securing to 
American merchants an indemnity of five millions of 
dollars. But although the treaty was duly ratified by 
both Governments, the French Chamber of Deputies 
obstinately refused, for several years, to vote an appro- 
priation of money to fulfil its stipulations. In 1835, 
Gren. Jackson determined on strong measures to bring 
the French Government to the discharge of its obliga- 
tions. He accordingly sent a message to Congress, 
recommending, in the event of further delay on the 
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part of France, that letters of marque and reprisal be 
issued against the commerce of France, and at the 
same time mstinicted Mr. Edward Livingston, our 
Minister at that day at the Court of St. Cloud, to de- 
mand his passports, and retire to London. In all these 
steps, which resulted in bringing France to a speedy 
fulfilment of the treaty, Mr. Adams yielded his unre- 
served support to the administration. He believed 
Gen. Jackson, in resorting to compulsory measures, 
was pursuing a course called for alike by the honor 
and the interest of the country, and he did not hesitate 
to give him a cordial support, notwithstanding he was 
a political opponent. In a speech made by Mr. Adams 
on the subject, in the House of Representatives, he 
said : — 

** Sir, if we do not unite with the Premdent of the United States 
in an effort to compel the French Chamber of Deputies to carry out 
the provisions of this treaty, we shall become the scorn, the con- 
tempt, the derision and the reproach of all mankind! Sir, this 
treaty has been ratified on both sides of the ocean ; it has received 
the sign manual of the sovereign of France, through His Imperial 
Majesty's principal Minister of State ; it has been ratified by the 
Senate of this Republic ; it has been sanctioned by Almighty God ; 
and still we are told, in a voice potential, in the other wing of this 
eapitol, that the airogance of France, — nay, sir, not of France, but 
of her Chamber of Deputies — the insolence of the French Cham- 
bers, must be submitted to, and we must come down to the lower 
degradation of re-opening negotiations to attain that which has al- 
ready been acknowledged to be our due ! Sir, is this a specimen 
of your boasted chivalry 7 Is this an evidence of the existence of that 
bercHC valor which has so often led our arms on to glory and im- 
mortality 7 Re-open negotiation, sir, with France 7 Do it, and soon 
you will find your flag insulted, dishonored, and trodden in the dust 

12 
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by the pigmy States of Asia aiid Afiricar--4yy the veiy b^ 

earth. Sir, the only negotiations, says the President of the United 

States, that he would encoonter, should be at the cannon's month!" 



The eflfect produced by this speech was tremendous 
on all sides ; and, for a while, the House was lost in the 
excitement it afforded. The venerable orator took his 
seat ; and, as he sank into it, the very walls shook with 
the thundering applause he had awakened. 

On the 28th of June, 1886, the venerable ex-Presi- 
dent James Madison, departed life at Montpelier, Va., 
in the eighty-sixth year of his age. He had filled a 
prominent place in the history of our Gk)vemment» 
from its first organization. As a statesman, he was 
unsurpassed in critical acumen, in profundity of knowl- 
edge, in an understanding of constitutional Government, 
and its adaptation to the rights and interests of the 
people. His writings are an invaluable legacy to his 
countrymen, and will be studied and quoted for ages 
to come. ** His public acts were a noble commentary 
upon his political principles — ^his private life an illus- 
tration of the purest virtues of the heart.*' 

When a message from the President, announcing 
the death of Mr. Madison, was received in the House 
of Representatives, Mr. Adams arose and said : — 

•* By the general sense of the Honse, it is with perfect propriety 
that the delegation from the commonwealth of Virginia have taken 
the lead in the melancholy duty of proposing the measures suitable 
to be adapted as testimonials of the veneration due, from the Legia- 
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ktme oiihe Unioii, to the memory oOhe departed patriot and aage, 
the native of their soil, and the citisen of their community. 

** It is not without some hesitation, and some diffidence, that I 
have risen to offer in ray own behalf, and in that of my cdleagaea 
upon this floor, and of oar coomion constitoents, to join <mr voioOi 
at once of mourning and exultation, at the event announced to both 
Houses of Congress, by the message from the President of the 
Umted States— of mourning at the bereavement which has befidlen 
our common country, by the decease of one of her most illustrious 
Bona— of exultation at the spectacle afibrded to the observation of 
the civilized worid, and for the emulation of ai\er times, by the close 
(^ a life of usefulness and of glory, after forty years of service in 
trusts of the highest dignity and splendor that a confiding country 
could bestow, succeeded by twenty years of retirement and private 
life, not inferior, in the estimation of the virtuous and the wise, to 
the honors of the highest station that ambition can ever attain. 

**Of the public life of Jsmes Madison what could I say that is 
not deeply impressed upon the memory and upon the heart of every 
one within the sound of my vdce 7 Of his private life, what but 
must meet an echoing shout of applause from every voice within 
this hail 7 Is it not in a pre-eminent degree by emanation from his 
mind, that we are assembled here as the representatives of the 
peofde and the States of this Union 7 Is it not transcendently by 
his exertions that we all address each other here by the endearing 
appellation of countrymen and fellow-citizens 7 Of that band of 
benefactors of the human race, the founders of the Constitution of 
die United States, James Madison is the last who has gone to his 
reward. Their glorious work has survived them all. They have 
transmitted the precious bond of union to us, now entirely a suc- 
ceeding generation to theoL May it never cease to be a voice of 
admonition to us, of our duty to transmit the inheritance unimpaired 
to our children of the rising age. 

** Of the personal relations of this great man, which gave rise to 
the long career of public service in which twenty years of my own 
life has been engaged, it becomes me not to speak. The fulness 
of the heart must be silent, even to the scqipression of the overflow- 
ings of gratitude and affection.'' 

To the year 1835^ the career of Mr. Adams in 
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Congress had been marked by no signal display of 
characteristics peculiar to himself, other than such as 
the world had long been familiar with in his previous 
history. He had succeeded in maintaining his reputa- 
tion for patriotism, devotion to principle, political 
sagacity and wisdom, and his fame as a public debater 
and eloquent speaker. But no new development of 
qualities unrecognized before had been made. From 
that year forward, however, he placed himself in a new 
attitude before the country, and entered upon a career 
which eclipsed all his former services, and added a 
lustre to his fame which will glow in unrivalled splen- 
dor as long as human freedom is prized on earth. It 
can hardly be necessary to state that allusion is here 
made to his advocacy of the Right of Petition, and his 
determined hostility to slavery. At an age when most 
men would leave the stormy field of public life, and 
retire to the quiet seclusion of domestic comfort, these 
great topics inspirited Mr. Adams with a renewed 
vigor. With all the ardor and zeal of youth, he placed 
himself in the front rank of the battle which ensued, 
plunged into the very midst of the melee, and, with a 
dauntless courage, that won the plaudits of the world, 
held aloft the banner of freedom in the Halls of Con- 
gress, when other hearts quailed and fell back ! He 
led " the forlorn hope" to the assault of the bulwarks 
of slavery, when the most sanguine believed his 
almost superhuman labors would be all in vain. In 
these contests a spirit blazed out firom his noble soul 
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which electrified the nation with admiration. In his 
intrepid bearing amid these scenes he fully personified 
the couplet quoted in one of his orations : — 

** Tby spirit, IndepeDdence, let roe share, 

liord of the lion heart and eagle eje ! 
Thy steps I follow, with my bosom bore, 

Nor heed the storm that howls along the sky.** 

The first act in the career of Mr. Adams as a Mem- 
ber of Congress, was in relation to slavery. On the 
12th of December, 1831, it being the second week of 
the first session of the twenty-second Congress, he 
presented fifteen petitions, all numerously signed, from 
sundry inhabitants of Pennsylvania, praying for the 
abolition of slavery and the slave trade in the District 
of Columbia. In presenting these petitions, Mr. Adams 
remarked, that although the petitioners were not of his 
immediate constituents, yet he did not deem himself at 
liberty to decline presenting their petitions, the trans- 
mission of which to him manifested a confidence in 
him for which he was bound to be grateful. From a 
letter which had accompanied the petitions, he inferred 
that they came from members of the Society of Friends 
or Quakers ; a body of men, he declared, than whom 
there was no more respectable and worthy class of citi- 
zens — none who more strictly made their lives a com- 
mentary pn their professions ; a body of men comprising, 
in his firm opinion, as much of human virtue, and as 
little of human infirmity, as any other equal number of 
men, of any denomination, upon the face of the globe. 
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The petitione for the abolition of the slave trade 
in the District of Columbia, Mr. Adams considered 
relating to a proper subject for the legislation of Con- 
gress. But he did not give his countenance to those 
which prayed for the abolition of slavery in that District. 
Not that he would approbate the system of slavery ; 
for he was, and in fact had been through life, its most 
determined foe. But he believed the time had not 
then arrived for the discussion of that subject in Con- 
gress. It was his settled conviction that a premature 
agitation of slavery in the national councils would 
greatly retard, rather than facilitate, the abolition <^ 
that giant evil — ^''as the most salutary medicines," be 
declared in illustration, ** unduly administered, were the 
most deadly of poisons." 

The position taken by Mr. Adams, in pres^iting 
these petitions, was evidently misunderstood by many, 
and especially by Abolitionists. They construed it 
into a disposition on his part to sanction, or at least to 
succumb unresistingly, to the inhumanity and enormity 
<^ the slave institution. In this conclusion they sig- 
nally erred. Mr. Adams, by birth, education, all the 
associations of his life, and the fixed principles of his 
moral and political character, was an opposer of slavery 
in every form. No man felt more keenly the wretched 
absurdity of professing to base our Grovemment on the 
** self-evident truth, that all men are created equal, and 
endowed by their Creator with an unalienable right to 
Kfe, liberty, and the porsoit of bappiness^-^of pro- 
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claiming our Union the abode of liberty, the " home 
of the free/' the asylum of the oppressed — while hold- 
ing in our midst millions of fellow-beings manacled in 
hopeless bondage! No man was more anxious to 
correct this disgraceful misnomer, and wipe away its 
dark stain from our national escutcheon at the earliest 
practicable moment But he was a statesman of pro- 
found knowledge and far-reaching sagacity. He 
possessed the rare quality of being able to ** bide his 
time" in all enterprizes. Great as he felt the enormity 
of American slavery to be, he would not, in seeking to 
remove it, select a time so unseasonable, and adopt 
measures so unwise, as would result, Samson-like, in 
removing the pillars of our great political fabric, and 
crushing the glorious Union, formed by the wisdom 
and cemented by the blood of our Revolutionary 
Fathers, into a mass of ruins. 

Believing there was a time to withhold and a time 
to strike, he would patiently wait until the sentiment 
of the American people became sufficiently ripened, 
under the increasing light and liberality of the age, to 
permit slavery to be lawfully and peaceably removed, 
while the Union should remain unweakened and un- 
touched — the pride of our hearts, the admiration of the 
world. Hence, in his early career, he saw no pro- 
pitious moment for such a work. While discharging 
the duties of U. S. Senator, Secretary of State, and 
President, an attempt in that direction would have 
resulted in an aggravation of the evils of slavery, and 
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a strengthening of th6 institution. Nor on first enter- 
ing Congress did he conceive the time to be fully come 
to engage in that agitation of the momentous subject, 
which, when once commenced in earnest, would never 
cease until either slavery would be abolished, as far as 
Congress possessed constitutional power, or the Union 
become rent in twain ! But he evidently saw that 
time was at hand — even at the door — and he prepared 
himself for the contest. 

In 1835, the people of Texas took up arms in open 
rebellion against the Government of Mexico. That 
Province had been settled chiefly by emigrants from 
the Southern and Southwestern States. Many of 
them had taken their slaves with them. But the 
Mexican Government, to their enduring honor be it 
said, abolished slavery throughout that Republic The 
ostensible object of the Texian insurrection was to 
resist certain schemes of usurpation alleged against 
Santa Anna, at that time President of Mexico. At the 
present day, however, after having witnessed the en- 
tire progress and consummation of the scheme, it is 
abundantly evident, that from the beginning there was 
a deliberate and well-digested plan to re-establish 
slavery in Texas — annex that province to the United 
States — and thus immensely increase the slave terri- 
tory and influence in the Union. 

At the first blast of the Texian bugle, thousands of 
volunteers from the slavdiolding States rushed to the 
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standard of ** the lone star." Agents were sent to the 
United States to create an interest in behalf of Texas 
— the roost inflammatory appeals were made to the peo- 
ple of the Union— -and armed bodies of American citi- 
zens were openly formed in the South, and transported 
without concealment to the seat of the insurrection* 
President Jackson reminded the inhabitants of the 
United States of their obligations to observe neutrality in 
the contest between Mexico and its rebellious province. 
At the same time, Gen. Gaines, with a body of U. S. 
troopsy was ordered to take up a position within the 
borders of Texas. The avowed object of this move- 
ment was to protect the people of the Southwestern 
frontiers from the incursions of Indian tribes in the 
employment of Mexico. But the presence of such a 
body of troops could not but exert an influence favor- 
able to the measures and objects of Texas ; and be- 
sides, it afterwards appeared the Indians had no dispo- 
sition to take sides with Mexico, or to make any 
depredations on the territories of the United States. 
A call was made on Congress for an appropriation of 
a million of dollars to carry on these military opera- 
tions, the entire tendency of which was to encourage 
Texas in its attempt to throw off* the Mexican alle- 
giance and re-establish slavery. 

The source from whence the authorities of Texas 
were confidently looking for assistance, and the ulterior 
object at which they were aiming in their insurrection 
— ^viz. : annexation to the United States, and thus add- 

12* 
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log territory aad ftriDgth to the iMtitvtion of dMfmj 
— -ore doarly rovoolod in tho fbUowiDg oxtracti from a 
letter iddrtewd bj Geo. Hooston, oonoMnder of the 
Teziu fbrooi^ to Gen. Doalmp, of NarinriUe^ Tenn >- 

^ToGnr. DuBLip: 

Sn >-To«r fimir of the lot of Jm» niehed me laet efenia^. 
I ngret ao BMch May wiU aecenaifly xomU beioie fCNi eui reacli 
vs. We will need your aid, and that speedily. The enemy, in large 
nombers, are reported to be in Texas. ^^^ ^^ The aimy with wiuch 
they irat eeieied Teaa Is broken up end dii p ersad by dMertiss 
and other caoaea. If thqr getMW^herarmyof tfaecHantpropoatt^ 
it mnat be oompoaed of new recmita, and men p r e aa c d into service. 
They wiH not poss e s s the mechanical efllciency of discipline which 
gives the Kflodcantioopa the only advantage they have. Theywift 
eaaily be ronted by a very inferior force. For a fortum cf ikM 
fanxy we ihaU be <Mged to look to the UnUed State* ! It cannot 
reach as too soon. There is bat one feeling in Texas, hi my epin- 
ioB, and that ia, to eatabUah the mdepeodence of Taxaa, and to bc 
AiTicHXD TO THB Uhitbd Statbs! • • « • • MaTch as speedily as 
possible, with all the aid yoa can bring, and I doabt not bat yon 
will be gratified with your receptioD and situation.'* 

The whole plan succeeded beyond the anticipation 
of its moit saaguiiie projectors. Aided by men and 
means from the United States, Texas established its 
independence— oif^aniaed a goremment — incorporated 
slaTery into its constitution so thoroughly as to guard 
against the remotest attempt erer to remove it— and 
by a process unsurpassed in the annals of political 
mtrigoe, in due time became annezed to the North 
American Union. In this accession of a territory 
firom which soTeral large States will eventualljr be 
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earred out, die slave power of tbe United States ob- 
tained a signal advantage, of which it will not be 
backward to avail itself in tbe time <^ its need. A 
fiuthfid htstorj of this entire movement is yet to be 
written* 

Mr. Adams, with bia wdl-known and loi^-tried 
sagacity, saw at a glance the whole design of the 
originators of the Texas insurrection. While most 
people were averse to the belief that a project was 
seriously on foot to sever a large and free province 
from the Mexican Republic and annex it to the Union 
as slave territory, he read the design in legible char- 
acters from the beginning. In a speech made in the 
House of Representatives, in May, 1836, in reference 
to the call for a million of ddlars, for purposes already 
stated, Mr. Adams unriddled the Texian project with 
the vision of a prophet 

** Have we not seen American citizens,'* said Mr. Adams, ** going 
from an parts of the couitry to carry on the war of this province 
against the nnited Govenmient of Mexico 7 Who were those who 
£^ at Alamo? Who are now fitting under the command of the 
hero* of Tezian fame 7 And have we not been called upon in this 
Hoose, to recognize Tezian independence 7 It seems that Gen. 
Gaines considers this a war in defence of 'our Tezians.* ** 

Mr. Cambreleng explained that the word ''neigh- 
borsy'* had been accidentally omitted in Gen. Graines* 
dispatch. 

Mr. Adams oootinued:--*' Was this an uitention to eooqaer TexMy 

* Oeaeral Houitoii. 
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to re-esUbliah tbtt atovery wiuch bad been iboHrfied by the United 
Mexican States 7 If that was the caae, and we were to be drawn 
into an acknowledgment of their independence, and then, by that 
preliminary act, by that acknowledgment, if we were upon their 
application to admit Texas to become a part of the United States, 
then the Honae ought to be informed of it I shall be fbrno sach 
war, nor for making any soch addition to o«r teiritory. ******l 
hope Congress will take care to go into no war for the ro-establish- 
ment of slavery where it has been abolished— 4hat they will go into 
no war in behalf of ' oar Texians,' or ' onr Texian neighbors' — 
and that they will go into no war with a foreign power, withook 
other cause than the acquisition of territory." 

In a speech delivered a few days subsequent to the 
above, Mr. Adams used the following language : — 

** It is said that one of the earliest acts of this administration was 
a proposal, made at a time when there was already mach ill-hamor 
in Mexico against the United States, that she should cede to the 
United States a very large portion of her territory — large enough 
to constitute nine States equal in extent to Kentucky. It must be 
confessed that a device better calculated to produce jealousy, sus- 
picion, ill-will and hatred, could not have been contrived. It is 
further affirmed that this overture, offensive in itself, was made 
precisely at the time when a swarm of colonists from these United 
States, were covering the Mexican border with land-jobbing, and 
with slaves, introduced in defiance of Mexican laws, by which 
slavery had been abolished throughout the Republic. The war 
now raging in Texas b a Mexican civil war, and a war for the re- 
establisbment of slavery where it was abolished. It is not a servile 
war, but a war between slavery and emancipation, and every possi- 
ble effort has been made to drive us into the war on the side of 
slavery." 

** When, in the year 1886, resolutions to recognize the independ- 
ence of Texas came up in the House of Representatives, Mr. 
Adams opposed them with great energy and eloquence, and pro- 
voked a most ardent and vident debate. Mr. Waddy Thompson, 
then a Representative in Congress, and subsequently Minister to 
Mexico, advocated the passage o£ the resolutions; and* in doing so^ 
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•aki that Mr. AdaiDs, in negotiatiog the Fk)rkk tTMt^^ 

to Mexico the whole of Tens, % province that wis pert and panel 

of this Unioo. 

^ Mr. Adams immediately arrested the qieech of Mr. Thompsooi 
and denied the impeachment Mr. Thompson rejoined, and, to 
strengthen his position, quoted some remarks Gen. Jackson had 
made on the snl^t, confirmatory of the charge of having sacrificed 
the national domun, in the Florida negotiation. 

**Mr. Adams replied with great warmth ; and went into a minnte 
and interesting narrative of the whole transaction. Among other 
things, he said that, before the Florida treaty was signed, he took it 
to Gen. Jackson, to obtain his opinion of it ; and that it was oncon- 
ditionally approved by him. 

** Mr. Thompson was surprised at the announcement of this fact. 
It weakened his position very materially ; and he resumed his seat a 
defeated antagonist So aaid the House of Representatives, with 
scarcely the exception of a member. 

^Mr. Adams continued his defence. *At that time,' said he, 
* General Jackson was in this city, on exciting business connected 
with the Seminole war ; and, after the treaty had been concluded, 
and only wanted the signatures of the contracting parties, the then 
President of the United States directed me to call on General Jack- 
son, in my oflkial capacity as Secretary of State, and obtain his 
opinion in reference to boundaries. I did call. General Jackson, 
sir, was at that tune holding his quarters in the hotel at the other 
end of the avenue, tww kept by Mr. Azariah Fuller, but then under 
the management of Jonathan McCarty. The day was exceedingly 
warm, and, on entering General Jackson's parlor, I found him much 
exhausted by excitement, and the intensity of the weather. I made 
known to him the object of my visit ; when he replied that I would 
greatly oblige him if I woukl excuse him from looking into the 
matter then. " Leave the papers with me, sir, till to-morrow, or 
the next day, and I will examine them." I did leave them, sir ; 
and the next day called for the hero's opinion and decision. Sir, I 
recollect the occurrence perfectly well ; General Jackson was still 
unwell ; and the papers, with an accompanying map, were spread 
before him. With his cane, sir, he pointed to the boundaries, as 
they had been agreed upon by the parties ; and, sir, with a very 
emphatic exproosion, which I need not repeat, he aflSrmed them.' 
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^•TkfoMftls, whOtt jetwum froot tiit ImmAi of tbt Mportani 
fOxlKd Geaend JadEMm; and was at oaee pwaaid upon hk atten* 
tkm. Its coDtndictkm and refiitatloD were deemed mattefa of par- 
mmmtUt impohmf. The old aoldier did not heatete kmg to act in 
the HMtttr, and speedQy there appeared in the Globe newapapera 
letter, aigfned Andrew Jackaoo, denying, in nnqnalified and nneoii- 
dMeoal terms, ererytfafaif that Mr. Adams had ottered. He denied 
haying been in Washhigton at the time Mr. AdaoM designated ; 
but afterwards, befaig eooffaioed that he was hi error, in this fttct 
only he oorrscted himself, b«t denied most positifely that he had 
seen the Florida treaty, or Mr. Adams, at the time of its negotiatioo, 
or that he had had the remotest agency or connection with the 
transaction. 

<* Mr. Adams responded, and a ppealed to his diaiy, fHiere eveiy- 
thhig was set ibcth with the vtmost precision and acearacy. The 
year, day of the month, and of the week, and the my hour of the 
day, all were faithfully recorded. 

** Tbe aflair produced much aensatioD at Wadungtoo ; and even 
the most determined advocatea of General Jackson believed that he, 
and not Mr. Adams, was in error. No one would, or could for a 
moment, believe that Mr. Adams * had made a fidae report' 

^Whilst this controversy was pending, I called at the Prssidentisl 
manakMi, one afternoon, whmi Geneial Jackson, strange to say, 
happened to be alone. He said that he was very glad to see me, 
becanse he wooki like to hear, ftam one wlio had an oppor tunity of 
seeing more of the press than he mw, what was the exact state of 
public opinkxn, hi regard to the controversy. 

""'As far aa I am cap^e of judging, Mr. Prealdent,' I replied, 
*the people appear to be unanimous in the opimon that there is a 
misunderstanding, a misapprehension, between you and Mr. Adams; 
for no one imsgines, for a moment, that either of you would mis- 
represent &cts I Mr. Adams is a man of infinite method ; he is 
generally accunrte, and, hi this instance, it appean that he is sus- 
tamed by his diary.' 

«<His disryl dont teU me anything more abont his disiy! 
Sir, tiiat diary cornea up on all occasions— one would thmk that its 
pages were as immutable as the htws of the Modes and Persians! 
ar, that <fiaiy will be the death of me ! I wonder if James Monroe 
kept a iKsry/ If he did, it is to be hoped that it will be kxiked to^ 
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to Me if h eontiiiM anytl^ abcmt this Adaow &Dd DooOd^ 
Sir, I did not Me it; I wie iioe ooosolted aboot it' 

** Tbe old hero wis exceedingly vehement, and was pioceedng to 
deecant with Mpedal violence^ when he waa interrupted by the en- 
trance of Mr. Secretary Woodbury, and I never heard another 
word about the matter. A qneetion of vendty between the partiM 
waa raiaed, and waa never adjndBcated. Bodi went down to tlie 
grave before any definite light waa cast on the aubject ; hot the 
world had decided that General Jackaon waa in error.* 

* Reminkoencet of the late John Qniney Adunm, by an Old Gokny 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

MB. ADAMS PRESBNTS PBTITIONS TOR THB AB0LI8HMBNT OF 

SLAVBRT— OPPOSITION OF 80UTHBRK MBMBERS EZCITINO 

80BNB8 IN THB HOUSB OF RBPRB8BNTATIVBS — ^MABKS OF 
OONFIDBNCB IN MB. ADAMS. 

In the meantime, during the years 1836 and 1837, 
the public mind in the Northern States, became fully 
aroused to the enormities of American slavery — its en- 
croachments on the rights and interests of the free 
States — the undue influence it was exercising in our 
national councils — and the evident determination to 
enlarge its borders and its evils, by the addition of new 
and large territories. Petitions for the abolition of 
slavery and the slave trade in the District of Columbia 
and the Territories, began to pour into Congress, from 
every section of the East and North. These were gen- 
erally presented by Mr. Adams. His age and experi- 
ence—his well-known influence in the House of Rep- 
resentatives—his patriotism, and his intrepid advocacy 
of human freedom — ^inspired the confidence of the 
people of the free States, and led them to entrust to 
him their petitions. With scrupulous fidelity he per- 
formed the duty thus imposed upon him. Whoever 
petitions might come from — ^whatever the nature of 
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their prayer — ^whether for such objects as he could 
sanction or not — if they were clothed in respectful 
language, Mr. Adams felt himself under an imperative 
obligation to present them to Congress. For several 
sessions at this period, few days passed without his pre- 
senting more or less petitions having some relation to 
the subject of slavery. 

The southern members of Congress became alarmed 
at these demonstrations, and determined to arrest them, 
even at the sacrifice, if need be, of the right of petition 
—the most sacred privilege of freemen. On the 8th 
of Feb., 1836, a committee was raised by the House of 
Representatives, to take into consideration what dis- 
position should be made of petitions and memorials for 
the abolition of slavery and the slave trade, in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, and report thereon. This committee 
consisted of Messrs. Pinckney of South Carolina, 
Hamer of Ohio, Pierce of New Hampshire, Hardin 
of Kentucky, Jarvis of Maine, Owens of Georgia, 
Muhlenberg of Pennsylvania, Dromgoole of Virginia, 
and Turrill of New York. On the 18th of May, the 
committee made a lengthy and unanimous report, 
through Mr. Pinckney, recommending the adoption 
of the following resolutions : — 

" Resolved, That Congress possesses no constitutional anthority 
to interfere in any way with the institution of slavery in any of the 
States of this Confederacy. 

** Resolved, That Congress ought not to interfere in any way 
with slavery in the District of Columbia. 

** And whereas, It is extremely important and desirable that the 
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agitation of this subject should be finally arrested, for the purpose 
of lestoring tranqnillity to the public mind, your committee respect- 
fully recommend the adoption of the following additicmal lesoln- 
tion, viz. : — 

** Resolved, That all petitions, memorials, reaoliitions, propositions 
or papers, relating in any way, or to any extent whatever, to the 
subject of slavery, or the abolition of slavery, shall, without being 
either printed or referred, be laid upon the table, and that no further 
action whatever shall be had thereon." 

When the first of these resolutions was taken up, 
Mr. Adams said, if the House would allow him five 
minutes' time, he would prove the resohition to be 
untrue. His request was denied. 

On the third resolution Mr. Adams refused to vote, 
and sent to the Speaker's chair the following declara- 
tion, demanding that it should be placed on the journal 
of the House, there to stand to the latest posterity : — 

" I hold the resolution to be a direct violation of the Constitu- 
tion of the United States, of the rules of this House, and of the 
rights of my constituents.'* 

Notwithstanding the rule embodied in this resolution 
virtually trampled the right of petition into the dust, 
yet it was adopted by the House, by a large majority. 
But Mr. Adams was not to be deterred by this arbitrary 
restriction, from a faithful discharge of his duty as a 
representative of the people. Petitions on the subject 
of slavery continued to be transmitted to him in in- 
creased numbers. With unwavering firmness — against 
a bitter and unscrupulous opposition, exasperated to 
the highest pitch by his pertinacity — amidst a perfect 
tempest of vituperation and abuse — he persevered in 
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presenting these petitions, one by one, to the amount 
sometimes of two hundred in a day — demanding the 
action of the House on each separate petition. 

His position amid these scenes was in the highest 
degree illustrious and sublime. An old man, with the 
weight of years upon him, forgetful of the elevated 
stations he had occupied, and the distinguished honors 
received for past services, turning away from the re- 
pose which age so greatly needs, and laboring, amidst 
scorn and derision, and threats of expulsion and assas- 
sination, to maintain the sacred right of petition for the 
poorest and humblest in the land — ^insisting that the 
voice of a free people should be heard by their repre- 
sMitatives, when they would speak in condemnation of 
human slavery and call upon them to maintain the 
principles of liberty embodied in the immortal Declar* 
ation of Independence — ^was a spectacle unwitnessed 
before in the history of legislation. A few specimens 
of these transactions will enable the reader to judge 
of the trials Mr. Adams was compelled to endure in 
the discharge of his duties, and also of his moral courage 
and indomitable perseverance, amid the most appalling 
circumstances. 

On the 6th of Jan., 1837, Mr. Adams presented the petition of 
one hundred and fifty women, whom he stated to be the wives and 
daughters of his inmiediate conatitaents, praying for the abolition 
of slavery in the District of Colombia, and moved that the petition 
he read. 

Mr. Glascock objected to its reception. 

Mr. Parks moved that the preliminary motion, on the reception of 
the petition, be laid on the table, which was carried. 
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Mr. Adams said, that if he had understood the dedaion of the 
Speaker in this case, it was not the petition itself which was laid 
upon the table, but the motion to receive. In order to save the 
time of the House, he wished to give notice that he should call up 
that motion, for decision, every day, so long as he should be per- 
mited to do so by the House ; because he should not consider hia 
duty accomplished so long as the petition was not received, and so 
long as the House had not decided that it would not reodve it 

Mr. Pinckney rose to a question of order, and inqaired if there 
was now any question pending before the House 7 

The Speaker said, he had understood the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts as merely giving notice of a motion hereafter to be 
made. In ddng so, it certainly was not in order to enter into 
debate. 

Mr. Adams ssid, that so long as freedom of speech was allowed 
to him as a member of that House, he would call up that question 
until it should be decided. 

Mr. Adams was called to order. 

Mr. A. said, he would then have the honor of presenting to the 
House the petition of two hundred and twenty-eight women, the 
wives and daughters of his immediate constituents ; and as a part 
of the speech which he intended to make, he would take the liberty 
of reading the petition. It was not long, and would not consume 
much time. 

Mr. Glascock objected to the reception of the petition. 

Mr. Adams proceeded to read, that the petitioners, Inhabitants of 
South Weymouth, in the State of Msssachusetts, ** impressed with 
the sinfulness of slavery, and keenly aggrieved by its existence in 
a part of our country over which Congress — " 

Mr. Pinckney rose to a question of order. Had the gentleman 
from Massachusetto a right, under the rule, to read the petition? 

The Speaker said, the gentleman from Massachusetts had a 
right to make a statement of the contents of the petition. 

Mr. Pinckney desired the decision of the Speaker as to whether 
a gentleman had a right to read a petition. 

Mr. Adams said he was reading the petition as a part of his 
speech, and he took this to be one of the privileges of a member of 
the House. It was a privilege he would exercise till he should be 
deprived of it by some positive act 
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The Speaker repeated that the gentleman ftom Masaachaaetta 
had a right to make a brief statement of the contents of the petition. 
It was not for the Speaker to decide whether that brief statement 
ahoold be made in the gentleman's own language, or whether he 
ahould look over the petition, and take his statement from that 

jifr. Adams. — ^At the time my friend from Sonth Caiolina 

The Speaker said the gentleman most proceed to state the con- 
tents of the petition. 

Mr, Adams. — ^I am doing so, sir. 

The Speaker, — ^Not in the qiinion of the chair. 

Mr. Adams.^-1 was at this point of the petition— ^ Keenly 
aggrieved by its existence in a part of oar coontry over which Con- 
gress possesses ezclndve jurisdiction in all cases whatsoever — «-" 

Load cries of " Older," "Order!" 

Mr. Adams. — **Do most earnestly petition yoor hooorahle 
body "* 

Mr. Chambers of Kentucky rose to a point of order. 

Mr. Adams. — ** Immediately to aboli^ slavery in the District of 
Colombia '* 

Mr. Chambers reiterated his call to order, and the Speaker 
directed Mr. Adams to take his seat 

Mr. Adams proceeded with great rapidity of enunciation, and in a 
very loud tone of voice— ^ And to declare every human being free 
who sets foot upon its soU /" 

The confusion in the hall at this time was very great The 
Speaker decided that it was not in order for a member to read a 
petiticm, whether it was long or short 

Mr. Adams appealed from any deciskm which went to establish 
the principle that a member of the House should not have the power 
to read what he chose. He had never before heard of such a thing. 
If this practice was to be reversed, let the decision stand upon record, 
and let it appear how entirely the freedom of speech was suppressed 
in this House. If the reading of a paper was to be suppressed in 
his person, so help him God, he would only consent to it as a matter 
of record. 

Mr. Adams finished the petition. The petitionerB " respectfully 
announce their intention to present the same petition yearly before 
this honorable body, that it might at least be a memorial in the holy 
cause of human freedom that they had -done what they could." 
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Tb&ae words were read anidat tnmvltoovs cnm for ^ofder,** 
ftam every pert of the Skmae. The petitkm wis finally receivedy 
and laid apoa the table. 

Other scenes of a still more exciting character soon 
occurred. 

Od the 7th of F^MToary, 1887,after Mr. Adams had offered sonie 
t¥m hundred or more abolition petitions, he came to a halt; and, 
widiont yielding the floor, employed himself in packing up his bod- 
get He was about resuming his seat, when he took up a paper, 
and haatfly glancing at it, oxnlaimed, in a shiiU tone— 

** Mr. Speaker, I hate in my possession a petition of a someidiat 
extraordinary character ; and I wish to inquire of the chair if it be 
in order to present it" 

«" If the geotlenMn from Massachnsetts," sakl the Speaker, <* will 
inform the chair what the character of the petition is, it will prob* 
ably be aUe to decide on the sabject" 

** Sir," ejaculated Mr. Adams, ** the petition is signed by eleven 
slaves of the town of Fredericksbnrgb, in the county of Culpepperi 
in the state of Virginia. It is one o£ those petitions which, it has 
occurred to my mind, are not what they purport to be. It is signed 
partly by p^sons who cannot write, by making their marks, and 
partly by persons whose handwriting would manifest that they have 
received the education of slaves. The petition declares itself to be 
from slaves, and I am requested to present it I will send it to the 
chair." 

The Speaker (Mr. Polk,) who habitually extended to Mr. A^ms 
every courtesy and kindness imaginable, was taken by surprise, and 
fovnd himself involved in a dilemma. Giving his chair one of those 
hiiches which ever denoted his excitement, he said that a petition 
from slaves was a novelty, and involved a question that he did not 
feel called upon to decide. He would like to take time to consider 
it ; and, in the meantime, weukl refer it to the House. 

The House was very thin at the time, and little attentkm was paki 
to what was going on, till the excitement of the Speaker attracted 
tiie attentkm of Mr. Dixon H. Lewis, of Alabama, who impatiently, 
and under great excitement, rose and inquired what the petiticm was. 

Mr. Speaker afforded the required information. Mr. Lewis, fcRw 
getting all discretion, whilst he frothed at the month, turned towards 
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Mr. Adams, and ejaculated at the top of lus vcke^ ** By G-d« sir, 
this is not to be endured any longer !" 

^ Treason ! treason !" screamed a half dozen other members. 
** Expel the old scoundrel ; put him out ; do not let him disgrace 
the House any longer !" 

^ Get up a resolution to meet the case,'' ezdaimed a member horn 
N<Mlh Carolina. 

Mr. Gecnrge C. Dromgoole, who had acquired a very fiivorable 
reputation as a parliamentarian, was selected as the very man who, 
of all others, was most capable of drawing up a resolution that 
would meet and cover the emergency. He produced a resolution 
with a preamble, in which it was stated, substantially, that, whereas 
the Hon. John Quincy Adams, a representative from Massachusetts, 
had presented to the House of Representatives a petition signed by 
negro slaves, thus ^ givingco2or to on idea" that bondmen were capa- 
ble of exercising the right of petition, it was ^ Resolved, That he be 
taken to the bar of the House, and be censured by the Speaker 
thereof." 

Mr. Haynes said, the true motion, in his judgment, would be to 
move that the petition be rejected. 

Mr. Lewis hoped that no motion of that kind would come from 
any gentleman from a slaveholding section of the country. 

Mr. UayiMBs said he would cheerfully withdraw his motion. 

Mr. Lewis was glad the motion was withdrawn. He believed 
that the House should punish severely such an infraction of its de- 
corum and its rules ; and he called on the members from the slave- 
holding States to come forward now and demand of the House tho 
punishment of the gentleman from Massachusetts. 

Mr. Grantland, of Georgia, would second the motion, and go all 
lengths in support of it 

Mr. Lewis said, that if the House would inflict no punishment 
for such flagrant violations of its dignity as this, it would be better 
for the Representatives from the slaveholding States to go home at 
once. 

Mr. Alford saki, if the gentleman from Massachusetts intended 
to present this petition, the moment it was presented he should 
move, as an act of justice to the South, which he in part repre- 
sented, and which he conceived had been treated with indignity, 
that it be taken from the House and burnt ; and he hoped that every 
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man who was a friend to the constitution, would snppoit him. 
There most be an end to this constant attempt to raise excitement, 
or the Union conld not exist much longer. The moment any man 
ahoold disgrace the Government under which he lived, by present- 
ing a petition from slaves, praying for emancipation, he hoped that 
petition woold, by order of the House, be committed to tiie flames. 

Mr. Waddy Thompson moved the following resolution : — 

** Resolved, That the Hon. John Quincy Adams, by the attempt 
just made by him to introduce a petition purporting on its fiiLce to 
be from slaves, has been guilty of a gross diwespect to this House, 
and that he be instantly brought to the bar, to receive the severe 
censure of the Speaker." 

The idea of bringing the venerable ex-President to the bar, like 
a culprit, to receive a reprimand from a comparatively youthful 
Speaker, would be a spectacle so disgraceful, and withal so absurd, 
that the propositk>n met with no fiivor. An easier way to repri- 
mand was devised. Mr. Haynes introduced the following resolu- 
tion:— 

*< Resolved, That John Quincy Adams, a Representative from the 
State of Massachusetts, has rendered himself justly liable to the 
severest censure of this House, and is censured accordingly, for 
having attempted to present to the House the petition of slaves." 

Several other resolutions and propositions, from members of 
slaveholding States, were submitted to the House; but none proved 
satisfactory even to themselves. Mr. Adams, unmoved by the tem- 
pest which raged around him, defended himself, and the integrity of 
his purpose, with the distinguished ability and eloquence which 
characterized all his public labors. 

** In regard to the resolutions now before the House," said he, 
** as they all concur in naming me, and in charging me with high 
crimes uid misdemeanors, and in calling me to the bar of the House 
to answer for my crimes, I have thou^^t it was my duly to remain 
silent, until it should be the pleasure of the House to act either on 
one or the other of these resolutions. I suppose that if I shall be 
brought to the bar of the House, I shall not be struck mute by the 
previous question, before I have an opportunity to say a word or 
two in my own defence. ♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

** Now, as to the fact what the petition was for, I simply state to 
the gentleman from Alabama, (Mr. D. H. Lewis,) who has sent to 
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the table a resolution assuming that this petition was for the aboli- 
tion of slavery — ^I state to him that he is mistaken. He most 
amend his resolution ; for if the House should choose to read this 
petition, I can state to them they would find it something yery much 
the reverse of that which the resolution states it to be. And if the 
gentleman from Alabama still chooses to bring me to the bar of 
the House, he mast amend his resolution in a very important par- 
ticular ; for he may probably have to put into it, that my crime has 
been for attempting to introduce the petition of slaves that slavery 
should not be abolished. ♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

** Sir, it is well known, that from the time I entered this House, 
down to the present day, I have felt it a sacred duty to present any 
petition, couched in respectful language, from any citizen of the 
United States, be its object what it may ; be the prayer of it that m 
which I could concur, or that to which I was utterly opposed. It 
is for the sacred right of petition that I have adopted this course. 
**♦♦♦♦*♦ Where is your law which says that the mean, and the 
low, and the degraded, shall be deprived of the right of petition, if 
their moral character is not good ? Where, in the land of freemen, 
was the right of petition ever placed on the exclusive basis of 
Hiorality and virtue ? Petition is supplication — it is entreaty — ^it is 
prayer! And where is the degree of vice or immorality which 
shall deprive the citizen of the right to supplieate for a boon, or to 
pray for mercy? Where is such a law to be found 7 It does not 
belong to the most abject despotism ! There is no absolute monarch 
on earth, who is not compelled, by the constitution of his country, to 
peceive the petitions of his people, whosoever they may be. The 
Sultan of Constantinople cannot walk the streets and refuse to re- 
ceive petitions from the meanest and vilest of the land. This is the 
law even of despotism. And what does your law say ? Does it 
say that, before presenting a petition, you shall look into it, and 
see whether it comes from the virtuous, and the great, and the 
mighty ? No sir ; it says no such thing. The right of petition be- 
longs to all. And so far from refusing to present a petition because 
it might come from those low in the estimation of the world, it would 
be an additional incentive, if such incentive were wanting. 

** But I must admit," continued Mr. Adams, sarcastically, ** that 
when color comes into the question, there may be other consider- 
ations. It is possible that this House, which seems to consider it 
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•o great a crime to attempt to offer a petition from slaves, may, te 
aught I know, say that freemen, if not of the carnation, shall be de- 
prived of the right of petition, in the sense of the House." 

When southern members saw that, in their haste, they had not 
tarried to ascertain the nature of the petition, and that it prayed for 
the perpeluadonf instead oi the aboliiion of slavery, their position 
became so ludicrous, that their exasperation was greatly increased. 
At the time the petition was announced by Mr. Adams, the House 
was very thin ; bat the excitement it produced soon filled it; and, 
besides, the Mergeani-al-arms had been instructed to arrest and bring 
in all absentees. The excitement commenced at about one o'clock, 
and continued until seven o'clock in the evening, when the House 
adjourned. Mr. Adams stood at his desk, resolutely refusing to be 
seated till the matter was disposed of, alleging that if he were guilty, 
he was not entitled to a seat among high and honorable men. 
When Mr. Droomgoole's resolution was read to the House for ita 
consideration, Mr. Adams jrielded to it one of those sarcastic soeors 
which he was in the habit of giving, when provoked to sature ; and 
said—** Mr. Speaker, if I understand the resolution of the honcv&ble 
gentleman from Virginia, it charges me with being guilty of 'giving 
caior to an idea V " The whole House broke fnth in (me common 
irrepressible peal of laughter. The Droomgode resolution was 
actually laughed out of existence. The House now found that it 
had got itself in a dilemma^ — that Mr. Adams was too much for it; 
and, at last, adjourned, leaving the af&ir in the position in which 
they found it 

For several days this sul^t continued to agitate the House. 
Mr. Adams not only warded off the virulent attacks made upon him, 
but carried the war so eflfoctually into the camp of his enemies, that, 
becoming heartily tired of the contest, they repeatedly endeavored 
to get rid of the whole sulject by laying it On the table. To thia 
Mr. Adams objected. He insisted that it should be thoroughly can- 
vassed. Immense excitement ensued. Call after call of the House 
was made. Mr. Henry A. Wise, who was, at the tune, engaged 
on the Reuben Whitney affiur, was sent for, with an accompanying 
message that the stability of the Union was in danger! 

Breathless, and impatient, Mr. Wise made his appearance, and 
inquired what was the matter. He was informed. 

" And is that all 7" crjaculated Mr. Wise. ** The gentleman from 
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MtsMehoaetta hta presentad a petitioo aigiied bj timm I WeU» 
air, and what of tlmt? Is anybody hanned by it? Sir, m my 
opinion, slaves are the very persons who should petition. Mine, 
sir, pray to me, and I listen to them ; and shall not the feeble sop- 
pBcate 7 Sir, I see no danger^ — the conntry, I believe, is safe." 

At length the excitiDg sobject was bfooght to a termination, by 
iSbe passage of the following preamble and resdottons; much 
softened, it will be seen, in comparison with the measures first 



** An inquiry having been made by an bmaorable gentleman from 
Massachosetts, whether a paper which he held in his hand, piir« 
porting to be a petition from certain slaves, and declaring themselves 
to be slaves, came within the order of the Honse of the 18th of 
Janvary,* and the said paper not having been received by the 
Speaker, he slated that in a case so extraordinary and novel, he 
would take the advice and counsel of the Honse. 

** Resolved, That this House cannot receive said petition without 
disregarding its own dignity, the rights of a large class of citizens 
of the South and West, and the Constitution of the United States. 

** Resolved, That slaves do not possess the right of petition secured 
to the citizens of the United States by the constitution." 

The slave petition is bdieved to have been a counterfeit, manu- 
factured by certain members from slaveholding States, and was sent 
to Mr. Adams by the way of experiment — with the double design 
of ascertaining if he could be imposed upon ; and, if the deception 
succeeded, thoee who got it up were curious to know if the ven- 
erable statesman would redeem his pledge, and present a petition, 
no matter who it came from. He was too wily not to detect the 
plot at the outset ; he knew that all was a hoax; but, he resolved 
to present the paper, and then turn the tables on its authors-f 

On the 30th of December, 1838, Mr. Adams presented a petitioo 
praying for the establishment of international relations with the 
Republic of Hayti, and moved that it be refisrred to the Committee 



* This order was the tame as that adopted by the House on the ISth 
of May, 1836. See p. 281. 

t Reminiscences of the late John Quincy Adams, by an Old Colony 
Man. 
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on Foreign Affiurs, with instructioas to consider and report theieoD. 
This motion was opposed with great warmth by members from 
slaveholding States. Mr. Adams was repeatedly interrupted during 
the delivery of the brief speech he made on the occasion. 

Mr. Bynam insisted that the gentleman from Massachusetts 
should take his seat, under the rule. If, however, he was per- 
mitted to proceed, Mr. B. hoped some gentleman of the slaveholding 
portion of the House would be allowed to answer him. 

Mr, Adams, — Sir, I hope sa Only open our mouths, gentlemen ; 
that is all we ask, and you may answer as much as you please. 

Mr, Bynunu — ^I object to the gentleman proceeding further with 
his observations, except by consent of the House. If we have 
rules we had better either obey them or bum them. 

The House voted, by 114 to 47, to allow Mr. Adams to proceed. 

In continuing his speech, Mr. Adams said, that even admitting 
the object of the petitioners is abolition, as has been alleged, they 
had the right to petition for that too ; for every individual in the 
country had a right to be an abolitionist The great men of the 
Revdution were abolitionists, and if any man denies it, I will prove it 

Mr, Wise, — ^I deny it. 

The Speaker said this was out of order. 

Mr, Adams, — ^I feel oUiged to the gentleman from Virginia for 
giving me the invitation, and I will now prove what I say. 

The Speaker said this did not form any part of the question 
before the House. 

Mr, Adams, — Greorge Washington, in articulo mortis, by his last 
will and testament, before God, his Creator, emancipated his slaves. 

Mr, Wise, — ^Because he had no children. 

The Speaker again interposed, and said the gentleman could not 
go into thsLt question. It was entirely out of order. 

Mr, Adams, — ^I did but accept ihe invitation of the gentleman 
from THrginia. I do not wish to go further. I simply take the 
position that Greorge Washington was an abolitionist in the most 
extensive sense of the term ; and I defy any man in this House to 
the discussion, and to prove to the contrary if he can. 

The Speaker called Mr. Adams to order. 

Mr, Adams, — ^Well, sir, I was stating the high authority which 
is to be found for the principles of abolition. Does the gentleman 
from Virginia deny that Thomas Jefferson was an abolitionist 7 



Digitized by 



Google 



LIFB OF JOHN aUINOY ADAM8. 298 

Mr, Wiie.— I do. 

The Speaker again interposed. 

Mr, Adams, — ^Well, sir, then I come back to my position, that 
every man in this country has a right to be an abolitionist, and that 
in being so he offends no law, but, in my o^nnion, obeys the most 
sacred of all law8. 

The motion to instruct the committee, was finally laid upon the 
toble. 

Mr. Adams was evidently anxious to engage in a 
legitimate discussion, in the House of Representatives, 
of the subject of slavery in all its bearings, influences, 
and results. Such a discussion, coolly and deliberately 
entered upon, by men of the most distinguished abili- 
ties in the nation, could not but have been pregnant 
with lasting good, not only to the North, but also to 
the South and the entire country. To aflbrd oppor- 
tunity for a dignified and profitable investigation of 
this momentous topic, Mr. Adams, on the 25th of Feb., 
1839, proposed the following amendments to the Con- 
stitution of the United States : — 

** Resolved, by the Senate and House </ Representatives in Con' 
gress assembled, two-thirds of both Houses concurring therein. That 
the following amendments to the Constitution of the United States 
be proposed to the several States of the Union, which, when ratified 
by three-fourths of the legislatures of said States, shall become and 
be a part of the Constitution of the United States : — 

^ 1. From and after the 4th day of July, 1842, there shall be 
throughout the United States no hereditary slavery ; but on and 
after that day, every child bom within the United States, their terri- 
tories or jurisdiction, shall be bom free. 

" 2. With the exception of the territory of Florida, there shall 
henceforth never be admitted into this Union, any State, the con- 
stituticm of which shall tolerate within the same the existence of 
slavery. 
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** 8. From and after the 4th day of July, lS4fi, there shall be 
neither slavery nor slave trade, at the seat of Ci o fe mm eBt of the 
United States." 

Instead of meeting and canvassing, in a manly and 
honorable manner, the vitally important question in- 
volved in these propositions, the slaveholding Repre- 
sentatives objected to its coming before the House for 
consideration, in any form whatever. In this instance, 
as in most others, where the merits of slavery are in- 
volved, the supporters of that institution manifested a 
timidity, a want of confidence in its legitimacy, of the 
most suspicious nature. If slavery is lawful and de- 
fensible — ^if it violates no true principle among men, 
no human right bestowed by the Creator — if it can be 
tolerated and perpetuated in harmony with republican 
institutions and our Declaration of Independence— 
if its existence in the bosom of the Confederacy 
involves no incongruity, and is calculated to promote 
the prosperity and stability of the Union, or the wel- 
fare of the slaveholding States themselves — ^these are 
facts which can be made evident to the world, by the 
unsurpassed abilities of southern statesmen. Why, 
then, object to a candid and fearless investigation of 
the subject ? But if slavery is the reverse of ail this — 
if it is a moral poison, contaminating and blighting 
ever}'thing connected with it, and containing the seeds 
of its own dissolution sooner or later — ^why should 
wise, sagacious politicians, prudent and honest men, 
and conscientious Christians, shut their eyes and turn 
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away from a fact so appalling and so dangerous. No 
man of intelligence can hope, in this age of the world, 
to perpetuate that which is wrong and destructive, by 
bravado and threatening — by refusing to look it in the 
face, or to allow others to scrutinize it. Error must 
pass away. Truth, however unpalatable, or however 
it may be obscured for a season, must eventually tri- 
umph. The very exertions of its supporters to perpe- 
tuate wrong, will but hasten its death. 

** Troth, croahed to earth, will rise again ; 

Th' eternal years of God are hers : 

But Error, wounded, writhes with pain, 

And dies among her worshippers." 

Notwithstanding the course Mr. Adams felt himself 
compelled to pursue led him frequently into collision 
with a large portion of the Members of the House of 
Representatives, and caused them sometimes, in the 
heat of excitement, to forget the deference due his 
age, his experience, and commanding abilities, yet there 
was ever a deep, under-current feeling of veneration 
for him, pervading all hearts. Those who were ex- 
cited to the highest pitch of frenzy by his proceedings, 
could not but admire the singleness of his purpose, and 
his undaunted courage in discharging his duties. On 
all subjects aside from slavery, his influence in the 
House has never been surpassed. Whenever he arose 
to speak, it was a signal for a general abandonment of 
listlessness and inattention. Members dropped their 
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newspapers and pamphlets — knots of consulting politi- 
cians in different parts of the Hall were dissolved — 
Representatives came hastily in from lobbies, com- 
mittee-rooms, the surrounding grounds — and all eagerly 
clustered around his chair to listen to words of wis- 
dom, patriotism, and truth, as they dropped burning 
from the lips of *' the old man eloquent P' The con- 
fidence placed in him in emergencies, was unbounded. 
A case in point is afforded in the history of the diffi- 
culty occasioned by the double delegation from New 
Jersey. 

On the opening of the 26th Congress, in December, 1839, in 
consequence of a two-fold delegation from New-Jersey, the House 
was unable, for some time, to complete its organization, and pre- 
sented to the country and the world the perilous and discreditable 
aspect of the assembled Representatives of the people, unable to Uxcm 
themselves into a constitutional body. On first assembling, the 
House has no officers, and the Clerk of the preceding Congress acts, 
by usage, as chairman of the body, till a Speaker is chosen. On 
this occasion, after reaching the State of New Jersey, the acting 
Clerk declined to proceed in calling the roll, and refused to enter- 
tain any of the motions which were made for the purpose of extri- 
cating the House from its embarrassment Many of Uie ablest and 
most judicious members had addressed the House in vain, and there 
was nothing but confusion and disorder in prospect 

The fourth day opened, and still confusion was triumphant 
But the hour of disenthrallment was at hand, and a scene was 
presented which sent the mind back to those days when Cromwell 
uttered the exclamation—" Sir Harry Vane ! wo unto yon. Sir Harry 
Vane !"— and in an instant dispersed the famous Rump Parliament 

Mr. Adams, from the opening of this scene of confusion and 
anarchy, had maintained a profound silence. He appeared to be 
engaged most of the time in writing. To a common observer, he 
seemed to be reckless of everything around him— but nothing, not 
the slightest incident, escaped him. The fourth day of the struggte 
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MuMFCOiimMMd; Mr.HigfaH.Gariuid,tlitCM^wMdir6eted 
10 cftll the loU HiaiB. 

He coomieBcad with Maine, m wms mail in those days, Bad warn 
pfoceedlni; toward MaatachnaeUB. I toroed, and aaw that Mr. 
Adams was ready to get the floor at the earliest moment possible. 
His keen eye was riveted on the Clerk ; his bands clasped the front 
ed^ of his desk, where he always placed them to assist him in 
riemg. He kxdsed, in the language of Otway, like the 



•• fowler, enger tor bii prqr." 

"* New Jersey !" ejaculated Mr. Hugh H. Garland, " and the 
Clerk has to repeat that " 

Mr. Adams sprang to the floor ! 

•• I rise to interrupt the Clerk," was his first ejaculation. 

** Silence, silence," resounded through the hall ; ** hear him, boar 
him ! Here what he has to say ; hear John Quincy Adams !" was 
the unanimous ejaculation on all sides. 

In an instant, the most profound silence reigned throughout the 
Hall — ^you might have heard a leaf of paper fall in any part of it — 
and every eye was riveted on the venerable Nestor of Massachusetts 
— ^the purest of statesmen, and the noblest of men ! He paused for 
a moment ; and, having given Mr. Grarland a 



u wtUi«rli«lookP» 

he proceeded to address the multitude : 

** It was not my intention," said he, " to take any part in these 
extraordinary proceedings. I had hoped that this House would suc- 
ceed in organizing itself; that a Speaker and Clerk would be 
elected, and that the ordinary business of legislation would be pro- 
gressed in. This is not the time, or place, to discuss the merits of 
the conflicting claimants for seats from New Jersey ; that subject 
helongs to the House of Representatives, which, by the constitution, 
is made the ultimate arbiter of the qualifications of its members. 
But what a spectacle we here present ! We degrade and disgrace 
ourselves; we degrade and disgrace our constituents and the 
country. We do not, and cannot organize ; and why ? Because 
the Clerk of this House, the mere Clerk, whom we create, whom we 
employ, and whose existence depends upon our will, usurps the 
i&rcwie, and set* us, the EepresentaUvta, the vicegfwento of the wh^^ 

18* 
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American peoi^e, at defiance, and holds 118 in contempt! And what 
is this Clerk of yours 7 Is he to control the destinies of sixteen 
millioos of freemen 7 Is he to suspend, by his mere negative, the 
fonctioos of Government, and put an end to this Congress 7 He re- 
fuses to call the roll ! It is in your power to compel him to call it, 
if he will not do it voluntarily. [Here he was interrupted by a 
member, who said that he was authorized to say that compulsioa 
could not reach the Clerk, who had avowed that he would resign, 
rather than call the State of New Jersey.] Well, sir, then let him 
resign,*' continued Mr. Adams, ^ and we may possibly discover some 
way by which we can get along, without the aid of his all-powerful 
talent, learning and genius. If we cannot organize in any other 
way — if this Clerk of yours will not consent to our discharging the 
trusts confided to us by our constituents, then let us imitate the ex- 
ample of the Virginia House of Burgesses, which, when the colonial 
Governor Dinwiddie ordered it to disperse, refused to obey the 'uor 
perious and insulting mandate, and, like men '* 

The multitude could not contain or repress their enthusiasm any 
longer, but saluted the eloquent and indignant speaker, and intercept- 
ed him with loud and deafening cheers, which seemed to shake the 
capitol to its centre. The very Genii of applause and enthusiasm 
seemed to float in the atmosphere of the Hall, and every heart ex- 
panded with an indescribable feeling of pride and exultation. The 
turmoil, the darkness, the very ** chaos of anarchy," which had, for 
three successive days, pervaded the American Congress, was dis- 
pelled by the magic, the talismanic eloquence of a single man ; and, 
once more the wheels of Government and of Legislation were put 
in motion.* 

Having, by this powerfid appeal, brought the yet unorganized as- 
sembly to a perception of its hazardous position, he submitted a mo- 
tion requiring the acting Clerk to proceed in calling the roll. This 
and similar motions had already been made by other members. The 
difficulty was, that the acting Clerk declined to entertain them. Ac- 
cordingly, Mr. Adams was immediately interrupted by a burst of 
voices demanding, *' How shall the question be put V* <* Who will 
put the question 7" The voice of Mr. Adams was heard above the 
tumult, " I intend to put the question myself !" That word brought 
order out of chaos. There was the master mind. 

* Reminiscsnces — by an Old Cobny Man. 
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As Boon as the mnltitiide had recovefed itself, and the excitement 
of irrepressible enthusiasm had abated, Mr. Richard Barnwell Rhett, 
of South Carolina, leaped upon one of the desks, waved his hand, 
and exclaimed : 

** I move that the Honorable John Quincy Adams take the chair 
of the Speaker of this House, and officiate as presiding officer, till 
the House be organized by the election of its constitutional officers ! 
As many as are agreed to this will say ay ; those " 

He had not an opp(ntunity to complete the sentence—" thoee who 
are not agreed, will say tio," — for one universal, deafening, thunder- 
ing ay, responded to the nomination. 

Hereupon, it was moved and ordered that Lewis Williams, of 
North Carolina, and Richard Barnwell Rhett, ccmduct JohnQuincy 
Adams to the chair. 

Well did Mr. Wise, of Virginia, say, ** Sir, I regard it as the 
proudest hour of your life ; and if, when you ^lall be gathered to 
your fathers, I were asked to select the words which, in my judg- 
ment, are best calculated to give at once the character of the man, 
I would inscribe upon your tomb this sentence, * I will put the ques- 
tion myself.' "♦ 

* In a public address, Mr. Adams once quoted the well known words 
of Tacitus, AnnaL vL 39 — " Par negotUs nequt nepra" — applying them 
to a distingaished man, lately deceased. A lady wrote to inquire 
whence they came. Mr. Adams informed her, and added, that they 
could not be adequately translated in less than seven words in English. 
The lady replied that Uiey might be well translated in five— £^9110/ to, 
not above, duty— but better in three— John Quinct Adams.— ilfa«fa- 
diuaett* Quarterly Review, 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

MB. ADAMb' nBMNSSS IH DX80HARGK OF DUTT — ^HI8 XXXB- 
TI0N8 IK BBHALF OF THE AMI8TAD SLAVBS — ^HIS OONNBZIOH 
WITH THE SMITHSONIAN BKQUB8T — TOUR THROUGH CANADA 

AND HBW YORK HIS RECKPTION AT BUFFALO — VISITS 

NIAGARA FALLS — ^ATTENDS WORSHIP WITH THE TUSCARORA 

INDIANS HIS RECEPTION AT ROCHESTER AT AUBURN ^AT 

ALBANY — AT PITTSFIELD ^VISITS CINCINNATI — ASSISTS IN 

LATINO THE CORNER STONE OF AN OBSERTATORT. 

It would be impossible, in the limit prescribed to 
these pages, to detail the numerous scenes and occur- 
rences of a momentous nature, in which Mr. Adams 
took a prominent part during his services in the House 
of Representatives. The path he marked out for him- 
self at the commencement of his congressional career, 
was pursued with unfaltering fidelity to the close of 
life. His was the rare honor of devoting himself, un- 
reservedly, to his legitimate duties as a Representative 
of the people while in Congress, and to nothing else. 
He believed the halls of the Capitol were no place for 
political intrigue ; and that a member of Congress, in- 
stead of studying to shape his course to make political 
capital or to subserve party ends, should devote him- 
self rigidly and solely to the interests of his constitu- 
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ents. His practice correspoDded with his theory. His 
speeches, his votes, his entire labors in Congress, were 
confined strictly to practical subjects, vitally connected 
with the great interests of our common country, and 
had no political or party bearing, other than such as 
truth and public good might possess. 

His hostility to slavery and the assumptions and 
usurpations of slave power in the councils of the nation, 
continued to the day of his death. At the commence- 
ment of each session of Congress, he demanded that 
the infamous ** gag rule," which forbid the presentation 
of petitions on the subject of slavery, should be abol- 
ished. But despite its continuance, he persisted in 
handing in petitions from the people of every class, 
complexion and condition. He did not hesitate to lay 
before the House of Representatives a petition from 
Haverhill, Mass., for the dissolution of the Union I 
Although opposed in his whole soul to the prayer of 
the petitioners, yet he believed himself sacredly bound 
to listen with due respect to every request of the peo- 
ple* when couched in respectful terms. 

In vain did the supporters of slavery endeavor to 
arrest his course, and to seal his lips in silence. In 
vain did they threaten assassination— expulsion from 
the House— indictment before the grand jury of the 
District of Columbia. In vain did they declare that he 
should ** be made amenable to another tribunal, [mob- 
law] and as an incendiary, be brought to condign pun- 
ishment." ** My life on it,'' said a southern member. 
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** if he presents that petition from slaves, we shall yet 
see him within the walls of the penitentiary." All 
these attempts at brow-beating moved him not a tittle. 
Firm he stood to his duty, despite the storms of angry 
passion which howled around him, and with withering 
rebukes repelled the assaults of hot-blooded opponents, 
as the proud old headland, jutting far into ocean's 
bosom, tosses high, in worthless spray, the dark moun- 
tain billows which in wrath beat upon it. 

" Do the gentlemen from the South," said he, << think they can 
frighten me by their threats 7 If that be their object, let me tell 
them, sir, they have mistaken their mam I am not to be frightened 
from the discharge of a sacred duty, by their indignation, by their 
violence, nor, sir, by all the grand juries in the universe. I have 
done only my duty ; and I shall do it again under the same circum- 
stances, even though they recur to-morrow." 

** Though aged, he wu eo iron of Umb, 
None of the joath oonld cope with liim ; 
And the foes wliom he tinglj kept at bay, 
Ouinombered hia thin halra of aiiver grey.** 

Nor was Mr. Adams without encouragement in his 
trying position. His immediate constituents, at their 
primary meetings, repeatedly sent up a cheering voice 
in strong and earnest resolutions, approving heartily 
his course, and urging him to perseverance therein. 
The Legislatures of Massachusetts and Vermont, 
rallied to his support. In solemn convocation they 
protested against the virtual annihilation of the right 
of petition — against slavery and the slave trade in the 
District of Columbia — gave their entire sanction to the 
principles advocated by Mr. Adams, and pledged their 
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countenance to all measures calculated to sustain 
them. 

Large bodies of people in the Eastern, Northern, 
and Middle States, sympathized with him in his sup- 
port of the most sacred of privileges bestowed on man. 
Representative after Representative were sent to Con- 
gress, who gathered around him, and co-operated with 
him in his holy warfare against the iron rule which 
slavery had been enabled to establish in the national 
Legislature. With renewed energy he resisted the 
mighty current which was undermining the founda- 
tions of the Republic, and bearing away upon its turbid 
waters the liberties of the people. And he resisted 
not in vain. 

The brave old man lived to see his labors, in this 
department of duty, crowned with abundant success. 
One after another the cohorts of slavery gave way 
before the incessant assaults, the unwearied persever- 
ance, of Mr. Adams, and the faithful compeers who 
were sent by the people to his support. At length, in 
1845, the obnoxious '^gag rule" was rescinded, and 
Congress consented to receive, and treat respectfully, 
all petitions on the subject of slavery. This was a 
moral triumph which amply compensated Mr. Adams 
for all the labors he had put forth, and for all the 
trials he had endured to achieve it. 

Yes; he ** lived to hear that subject which of all others had been 
foibidden an entrance into the Halls of Congress, foirly broached. 
He li?ed to listen, with a delight all his own, to a high-sonled, whole- 
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hearted speech on tke aUve qneitioii, fiom bis ooUMfte, Hr. Pld- 
frey— a speech, of which it is not too high praise to say, that it 
would not have disparaged the exalted reputation of Mr. Adams, 
bad he made it himself. Aye, more, he lived to see the whole 
House of Representatives— the memben from the Sooth, not leap 
than those from the North, attentive and respectfol listenen to that 
speech of an boor's length, on the political as well as moral aspect 
oif slavery in this Republic What a triumph ! At the doae of 
it, the moral conqueror ezcbumed, ' God be praised ; the seals are 
broken, the door is open.' "* 

If anything were wanting to crown the ikme of Mr. 
Adams, in the last days of life, with inoperishable honor, 
or to add, if possible, new brilliancy to the beams of 
his setting sun, it is found in his advocacy of the free- 
dom of the Amistad slaves. 

A ship-load of negroes had been stolen from Africa, 
contrary to the law of nations, of humanity and of 
God, and surreptitiously smuggled, in the night, into 
the Island of Cuba. This act was piracy, according to 
the law of Spain, and of all Governments in Christen- 
dom, and the perpetrators thereof, had they been de- 
tected, would have been punished with death. Imme- 
diately after the landing of these unfortunate Africans* 
about thirty-six of them were purchased of the slave- 
pirates, by two Spaniards named Don Joae Rui« and 
Don Pedro Montes, who shipped them for Guanaja, 
Cuba, in the schooner " Amistad.** When three days 
out from Havana, the Africans rose, killed the captain 
and crew, and took possession of the vessel — sparing 
the lives of their purchasers, Ruiz and Montes. This 

* R«T. S. J. May. 
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transaction was unquestionably justifiable on the part 
of the negroes. They had been stolen from their 
native land — had fallen into the hands of pirates and 
robbers, and reduced to abject slavery. According to 
the first law of nature — ^the law of self-defence — im- 
planted in the bosom of every human being by the 
Creator, they were justified in taking any measures 
necessary to restore them to the enjoyment of that 
freedom which was theirs by birthright. 

The negroes being unable to manage the schooner, 
compelled Ruiz and Montes to navigate her, and 
directed them to shape her course for Africa; for it 
was their design to return to their native land. But 
they were deceived by the two Spaniards, who brought 
the schooner to the coast of the United States, where 
she was taken possession of by Lieut. Gedney, of the 
U. S. surveying brig Washington, a few miles ofi" Mon- 
tauk Point, and brought into New London, Conn. The 
two Spaniards claimed the Africans as their property ; 
and the Spanish Minister demanded of the President 
of the United States, that they be delivered up to the 
proper authorities, and taken back to Havana, to be 
tried for piracy and murder. The matter was brought 
before the District Court of Connecticut. 

In the mean time President Van Buren ordered the 
U. S. schooner Grampus, Lieut. John S. Paine, to 
repair to New Haven, to be in readiness to convey 
the Africans to Havana, should such be the decision 
of the Court. But the Court decided that the Govern- 
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ment of the United States had no authority to return 
them into slavery ; and directed that they be conveyed 
in one of our public ships to the shores of Africa, from 
whence they had but recently been torn away. From 
this decision the U. S. District Attorney appealed to 
the Supreme Court of the United States. 

These transactions attracted the attention of the 
whole people of the Union, and naturally excited the 
sympathy of the masses, pro and con, as they were 
favorable or unfavorable to the institution of slavery. 
Who should defend, in the Supreme Court, these poor 
outcasts — ignorant, degraded, wretched — ^who, fired 
with a noble energy, had burst the shackles of slavery, 
and by a wave of fortune had been thrown into the 
midst of a people professing freedom, yet keeping their 
feet on the necks of millions of slaves ? The eyes of 
all the friends of human rights turned instinctively to 
John Quincy Adams. Nor were their expectations 
disappointed. Without hesitation he espoused the 
cause of the Amistad negroes. At the age of seventy- 
four, he appeared in the Supreme Court of the United 
States to advocate their cause. He entered upon this 
labor with the enthusiasm of a youthful barrister, and 
displayed forensic talents, a critical knowledge of law, 
and of the inalienable rights of man, which would have 
added to the renown of the most eminent jurists of 
the day. 

**When he went to the Supreme Court, after an 
absence of thirty years, and arose to defend a body of 
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friendless negroes, torn from their home and most un- 
justly held in thrall — ^when he asked the Judges to 
excuse him at onoe both for the trembling faults of age 
and the inexperience of youth, having labored so long 
elsewhere that he had forgotten the rules of court — 
when he summed up the conclusion of the whole mat- 
ter, and brought before those judicial but yet moisten- 
ing eyes, the great men whom he had once met there — 
Chase, Gushing, Martin, Livmgston, and Marshal him- 
self; and while he remembered that they were * gone, 
gone, all gone,' remembered also the eternal Justice 
that is never gone— the sight was sublime. It was 
not an old patrician of Rome, who had been Consul, 
Dictator, coming out of his honored retirement at the 
Senate's call, to stand in the Forum to levy new 
armies, marshal them to victory afresh, and gain 
thereby new laurels for his brow ; but it was a plain 
citizen of America, who had held an office far greater 
than that of Consul, King, or Dictator, his hand red- 
dened by no man's blood, expecting no honors, but 
coming in the name of justice, to plead for the slave, 
for the pocNT barbarian negro of Africa, for Cinque and 
Grabbo, for their deeds comparing them to Harmodius 
and Aristc^iton, whose classic memory made each 
bosom thrill. That was worth all his honors — ^it was 
worth while to live fourscore years for that"* 

This effort of Mr. Adams was crowned with com- 
plete success. The Supreme Court decided that the 

^ Theodore Paxker. 
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Africans were entitled to their freedom, and ordered 
them to be liberated. In due time they were enabled, 
by the assistance of the charitable, to sail for Africa, 
and take with them many of the implements of civil- 
ized life. They arrived in safety at Sierre Leone, and 
were allowed once more to mingle with their friends, 
and enjoy (Jod's gift of freedom, in a Pagan land — 
having fortunately escaped from a cruel and life-long 
bondage, in the midst of a Christian people. 

In reply to a letter requesting Mr. Adams to write 
out his argument in this case, he concludes as follows : 
" I shall endeavor, as you desire, to write out, in full 
extent, my argument before the Court, in which all 
this was noticed and commented upon. If it has no 
other effect, I hope it will at least have that of admon- 
bhing the free people of this Union to keep perpetually 
watchful eyes upon every act of their executive ad- 
ministration, having any relation to the subject of 
slavery." 

In availing the country of the benefit of the " Smith- 
sonian Bequest," and in founding the '* Smithsonian In- 
stitute" at Washington, Mr. Adams took an active part. 
He repeatedly called the attention of Congress to the 
subject, until he succeeded in causing a bill to be 
passed providing for the establishment of the Institute. 
He was appointed one of the Regents of the Institute, 
which office he held until his death. 
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In the summer of 1843, Mr. Adams visited Lebanon 
Springs, N. Y., for the benefit of his health, which had 
become somewhat impaired, and also the health of a 
cherished member of his family. He designed to 
devote only four or five days to this journey ; but he 
was 80 highly pleased with the small portion of the 
State of New York he saw at Lebanon Springs, that 
he was induced to proceed further. He visited Sara- 
toga, Lake George, - Lower Canada, Montreal and 
Quebec. Returning, he ascended the St. Lawrence 
and the Lakes as far as Niagara Falls and Buffalo, 
and by the way of Rochester, Auburn, Utica and 
Albany, sought his home in Quincy with health greatly 
improved. 

Although Mr. Adams had many bitter enemies — 
made so by his fearless independence, and the stem 
integrity with which he discharged the public duties 
entrusted to him — yet in the hearts of the people he 
ever occupied the highest position. They not only 
respected and admired the politician, the statesman, 
but they venerated the man ! they loved him for his 
purity, his philanthropy, his disinterested patriotism, 
his devotion to freedom and human rights. All this 
was manifested during his tour through New York. 
It was marked in its whole extent by demonstrations 
of the highest attention and respect from people of 
all parties. Public greetings, processions, celebrations, 
met him and accompanied him at every step of his 
journey. Never since the visit of La Fayette, had 



Digitized by 



Google 



810 UFfi OF JOHN aUINGfT ADAMS. 

sach aa anxious desire to honor a great and good man 
been manifested by the entire mass of the people. 
His progress was one continued triumphal procession. 
** I may say/' exclaimed Mr. Adams, near the close of 
his tour, ** without being charged with pride or vanity, 
I have come not alone, for the whole people of the 
State of New York have been my compani<»is !" 

At Buffalo he was received with every possible 
demonstration of respect. The national ensign was 
streaming from an hundred masts, and the wharves, 
and the decks and rigging of the vessels, were crowded 
by thousands anxious to catch a glimpse of the re- 
nowned statesman and patriot, who was greeted by 
repeated cheers. Hon. Millard Fillmore addressed 
him with great eloquence. The following is the con- 
clusion of his speech : — 

** Yon see aioimd yon, sir, no political putwaBa aeekiiif to pro* 
mote some siniatar purpose ; bat yon see here assembled the people 
of our inliuit city, without distinction of party, sex, age, or cmi- 
dition — all, all anxiously vieing with each other to show their 
respect and esteem for your public services and private worth. 
Here are gathered, in this vast multitude of what must appear to 
you strange faces, thousands whose hearts have vibrated to the 
chord of sympathy which your written speeches have touched. 
Here is reflecting age, and ardmit youth, and lisping childhood, to 
all of whom your venerated name is as dear as household words- 
all anxious to feast their eyes by a sight of that extraoitiinary and 
venerable man, of whom they have heard, and read, and thought so 
much — all anxious to hear the voice of that * old man dotpunJi^ on 
whose lips wisdom has distilled her choicest nectar. Here, sir, you 
see them all, and read in their eager and joy-gladdened countenances, 
and brightly-beaming eyes, a welcome^-a thrice^told, heart-felt, 
soul-«tirring welcome to < the man whom they delight to honor.' *' 
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Mr. Adams responded to this speech in a strain 
of most interesting remarks. He commenced as 
follows : — 



<* I must lequett your indnlgeDce for a moment's panae to take 
breath. If yon inquire why I ask thia indulgence, it ia because 
I am 80 ov er po w ered by the eloquence of my friend, the chairman 
of the Committee of Waya and Means, (whom I have been so laog 
accustomed to refer to in that capacity, that, with your permission, I 
will continue so to denominate him now,) that I have no words left to 
answer him. For so liberal has he been in bestowing that eloquence 
upcm me which he himself possesses in so eminent a degree, that 
while he was ascribing to me talents so far above my own con- 
sciousness in that regard, I was all the time imploring the god of 
eloquence to give me, at least at tbis moment, a few words to justify 
him before you in making that splendid panegyric which he has 
been pleased to bestow upon me; and that the flattering picture 
which he has presented to you, may not immediately be de&ced 
before your eyes by what you should hear from me. **♦*♦♦ 

In concluding his remarks he said : — ^" Of your attachment to 
moral principle I have this day had another and pleasing proof in 
the dinner of which I have partaken in the steamer, in which, by 
your kindness, I have been conveyed to this place. It was a sump- 
tuous dinner, but at which temperance was the presiding power. I 
congratulate you on the evidence there exhibited of your attach- 
ment to moral principle, in your co-operation in that great move- 
ment which is promoting the happiness and elevation of man in 
every quarter of the globe. 

<' And here you will permit me to allude to an incident which has 
occurred in my recent visit to Canada, in which I perceived the co- 
operation of the people of that Province in the same great momi 
reformation. While at Quebec, I visited the falls of M<mtmorenci, 
a cataract which, but for yours, would be among the greatest won- 
ders of nature. In going to it, I passed through the parish of Beau- 
port, and there, by the side of the way, I saw a column with an in- 
scriptk>n upon its pedestal, which I had the curiosity to stop and 
read. It was erected by the people of Beanport in gratitude to the 
Virgin, for her goodness in promoting the cause of temperance in 
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that paiiah. Perbaps I do not snfficieDtly sjmpfttliize with the 
people of Betaport in attributing to the Virgin so direct an influence 
npon this moral reform ; bat in the spirit with which they erected 
that monmnent I do most cordially sympathize with them. For, 
under whatever influence the cause may be promoted, the cause 
itself can never fail to make its votaries wiser and b^ter men. I 
cannot make a speech. My heart is too full, and my voice too 
feeble. Farewell ! And with that farewell, may the Uea^ngs of 
heaven be upcm you throughout your lives !** 

Mr. Adams was greatly delighted with his visit to 
Niagara Falls. A letter- writer thus describes it : — 

*< Mr. Adams seems incapable of fatigue, either physical or mental. 
After a drive in the morning to Lewiston, he stopped, on his return 
to the Falls, at the whirlpool. The descent to the water's edge, 
which is not often made, is, as you will remember, all but vertical, 
down a steep of some three hundred and sixty feet One of the 
party was about going down, when Mr. Adams remarked that he 
would accompany him. Gen. Porter and the other gentlemen 
present remonstrated, and told him it was a very severe under- 
taking for a young and hearty man, and that he would find it, in 
such a hot day, quite impracticable. He seemed, however, to know 
his capacities ; and this old man, verging on four score years, not 
only made the descent, but clambered over almost impracticable 
rocks along the margin of the river, to obtain the various views pre- 
sented at different points. The return was not easy, but he was 
quite adequate to the labor ; and after resting a few minutes at the 
summit, resumed his ride, full of spirits and of animated and in- 
structive conversation. After dinner, he crossed over to Goat 
Island, and beheld the cataract from the various pcnnts, and con- 
tinued his explorations until all was obscured by darkness. He 
seemed greatly impressed by the wonderful contrast presented by 
the scene of rage and repose— of the wild and furious dashing of 
the mighty river down the rapids, with its mad plunge over the 
precipice— and the sullen stillness of the abyss of waters below. 
I wish I could repeat to you his striking conversation during these 
rambles, replete with brilliant classical allusions, historical illustra- 
tions, and the most minute, and as it seemed to me, universal infbr- 
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mation. ♦♦♦♦♦♦ I smcerely concur with the worthy captain of 
one of our steamboats, who said to me the other day« — * Ob, that we 
could take the engine out of the old *' Adams," and put it into a new 
huUf" 

During his visit at the Falls, Mr. Adams, on a Sab- 
bath morning, accompanied by Gen. Porter, visited the 
remnant of the Tuscarora Indians, and attended di- 
vine service in their midst. At the conclusion of the 
sermon, Mr. Adams made a brief address to the Indians, 
which is thus described by the letter-writer alluded to 
above : — 

^ Mr. Adams alluded to his advanced age, and said this was the 
first time be had ever looked upon their beautiful fields and forests 
— that he was truly happy to meet them there and join with them in 
the worship of our common Parent — ^reminded them that in years 
past he had addressed them from the position which he then occu- 
pied, in language, at once that of his station and his heart, as * his 
children' — and that now, as a private citizen, be bailed them in terms 
of equal warmth and endearment, as his * brethren and sisters.' 
He alluded, with a simple eloquence which seemed to move the 
Indians much, to the equal care and love with which Grod regards 
all bis children, whether savage or civilized, and to the conunon 
destiny which awaits them hereafter, however various their lot here. 
He touched briefly and forcibly on the topics of the sermon which 
they had heard, and concluded with a beautiful and touching ben- 
ediction upon them." 

At Rochester immense multitudes assembled to re- 
ceive Mr. Adams. He was welcomed in an eloquent 
address from the Mayor of the city. The following 
are a few extracts from the reply of Mr. Adams : — 

" Mr. Mayor and Fellow-citizens : — ^I fear you expect from me a 
speech. If it were in my power, oppressed as I am with mingled 

14 
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astoniabmeDt and gmtitnde at wh&t I have experienced and nofw aee 
of your kindness, to make a speech, I would gratify yon with one 
adofned with all the chaste yet simple eloquence which are com- 
bined in the address to which yon have just listened from your worthy 
Mayor. But it is not in my power. Yon may probably think there 
is some affectation on my part, in pretending inalnlity to address 
yon, knowing as many of yon do, that I have often addressed as- 
semblies like this. But I hope for greater indulgence from yon 
than this. I trust you will conskler that I have seen and spoken to 
multitudes like that now before me, but that these multitudes had 
frowning faces. Those I could meet, and to those I could speak. 
But to you, whose every face is expressive of generous afiection — 
to you, in whose every countenance I see kindness and friendship— 
I cannot speak. It is too much for me. It overcomes my powers 
of speech. It is a new scene to me. ♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

*< Amongst the sentiments which I have expressed, and the obser- 
vations which I have made during my brief tour through this portion 
of your State, it was impossible for me to forego a constant com- 
parison with what New York was in other days, and what it is 
now. I first set my feet upon the soil of the now Em[nre State, in 
1786. I then visited the city of New York, — at that time a town 
of 18,000 inhabitants. I tarried, while in that city, at the house of 
John Jay — a man whom I name, and whom all will remember, as 
one of the most illustrious of the distinguished patriots who carried 
our beloved coimtry through the dark period of the Revolution. Mr. 
Jay, the Secretary of Foreign Affidrs, under the Congress of the 
Federation, was laying the foundation of a house in Broadway, but 
which was separated by the distance of a quarter of a mile from any 
other dwelling. At that time, being eighteen years of age, I received 
an invitation to visit western New York; and I have regretted 
often, but never more than now, that I had not accepted that invita- 
tion. Oh ! what would I not have given to have seen this part of 
this great State then, that I might be able to contrast it with what it 
now is. ♦ * ♦ * ♦ 

^ It has seemed to me as if in this region the God of nature in- 
tended to make a more sublime display of his power, than in any 
other portion of the world. He has done so in physical nature — ^in 
the majestic cataract, whose sound you can almost hear — in forest 
and in field — ^in the mind of man among you. In what has been 
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aceomfdiBhed to make your city what it is, the aged have done the 
most The middle aged may say we will improve npoo what has 
been done; and the young, we shall accomplish still more than 
our fathers. That, fellow-citizens, was the boast in the ancient 
Spartan procession — a procession which was divided into three 
classes — the old, the middle-aged, and the young. They had a 
saying which each class repeated in turn. The aged said — 

* WehftTe bMo, in daji of old, 
Wiie aiMl gentle, bntve 9ad bold.' 

The middle^iged said-^ 



And the boys 



* We, in torn, your place lopply; 
Wbo doobte it, lei tliem come and try.' 



* Hereafter, at oar country^ call, 
We promlie to mrpaai yon aU.' 



And so it will be with you— each in your order.** 

At Auburn every possible token of respect was paid 
to the venerable statesman. A committee consisting 
of ex-Gov. Seward, Judge Conklin, Judge Miller, 
Luman Sherwood, P. H. Perry, S. A. Goodwin, James 
C. Wood, and J. L. Doty, Esqs., proceeded to Canan- 
daigua to meet Mr. Adams. At half past nine o'clock 
in the evening, Mr. Adams, accompanied by the com- 
mittee, arrived in Auburn. He was received by a 
torch-light procession, composed of the Auburn Guards, 
the Firemen, and an immense concourse of citizens, 
and conducted to the mansion of Gov. Seward, where 
he thus briefly addressed the people : — 

** Fellow-citizens : — ^Notwithstanding the glow with which these 
brilliant torch-lights illuminate my welcome among you, I can only 
acknowledge your kindness, <m this occasion, by assuring you that 
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Uhdorow morniiig, by the light of the Uesaed sun, I hope to take 
erery ooe of yoa by the hand, and ezpreas feelings too strong for 
immediate utterance." 

On the following morning at six o'clock, Mr. Adams 
visited the State Prison, and made many inquiries con- 
cerning the discipline of the prison, and its success in 
the prevention of crime and reformation of offenders. 
At 9 o'clock he met the citizens in the First Presby- 
terian church, where he was addressed by Gov. 
Seward, as follows : — 

** Sir : — I am charged with the very honorable and most agree- 
able duty, of expressing to you the reverence and affectionate 
esteem of my fellow-citizens, assembled in your presence. 

** A change has come over the spirit of your journey, since your 
steps have turned towards your ancestral sea-side home. An ex- 
cursion to invigorate health impaired by labors, too arduous for age, 
in the public councils, and expected to be quiet and contemplative, 
has become one of fieitigue and excitement Rumors of your ad- 
vance escape before you, and a happy and grateful community rise 
up in their clustering cities, towns, and villages, impede your way 
with demonstrations of respect and kindness, and convert your 
unpretending journey into a triumphal progress. Such honors 
frequently attend public functionaries, and such an one may some- 
times find it difficult to determine how much of the homage he re- 
ceives is paid to his own worth, how much proceeds from the 
habitual reverence of good republican citizens to constituted elective 
authority, and how much from the spirit of venal adulati(»i. 

** You, sir, labor under no such embarrassment The office you 
hold, thou£^ honorable, is purely legislative, and such as we can 
bestow by our immediate suffirage cm one of ourselves. You con* 
ferred personal benefits sparingly when you held the patronage of 
the nation. That patronage you have relinquished, and can never 
regain. Your hands will be uplifted often, during your remaining 
days, to invoke blessings on your country, but never again to dis- 
tribute honors or reward among your countrymen. The homage 
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paid yon, dear air, b sincere, for it has its sources in the just senti- 
ments and irrepressible affections of a free people, their love of 
tmth, their admiration of wisdom, tueir reverence for virtue, and 
their gratitude for beneficence. 

** Nor need you fear that enthusiasm exaggerates your title to the 
public regard. Your fellow-citizens, in spite of political prudence, 
could not avdd honcning you cm grounds altogether irrespective of 
personal merit. John Adams, who has gone to receive the reward 
of the just, was one of the most eflkient and illustrious founders of 
this Empire, and afterwards its Chief Ruler. The son of such a 
fiuher would, in any other age, and even in this, age, in any other 
country than this, have been entitled, by birth alone, to a sceptre. 
We not merely deny hereditary claims to civil trust, but regard 
even hereditary distinction with jealousy. And this circumstance 
enhances justly the estimate of your winrth. For when before has 
it happened that in such a condition of society the son has, by mere 
civic achievement, attained the eminence of such a sire, and effiu^ 
remembrance of birth by justly acquired renown 7 

** The hand we now so eagerly grasp, was pressed in confidence 
and friendship by the Father of our Country. The wreath we place 
on your honored brow, received its earliest leaves firom the hand of 
Washington. We cannot expect, with the agency of free and uni- 
versal suffrage, to be always governed by the wise and the good. 
But surely your predecessors in the Chief Magistracy, were men 
such as never before successively wielded power in any State. 
They differed in policy as they must, and yet, diroughout their sev- 
eral dynasties, without any sacrifice of personal independence, and 
while pasang from immature youth to ripened age, you were coun- 
sellor and minister to them all. We seem therefore, in this inter- 
view with you, to come into the presence of our departed chiefs ; 
the majestic shade of Washington looks down upon us ; we hear the 
bold and manly eloquence of the eldw Adams ; and we listen to the 
vdces of the philosophic and sagacious Jefferson, the refined and 
modest Madison, and the generous and faithful Monroe. 

^ A life of such eminent patriotism and fidelity found its proper 
reward in your elevation to the eminence from which you had justly 
derived so nuiny honors. Although your adoiinistration of the gov- 
ernment is yet too recent for impartial history, or unbounded eulogy, 
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oar gntef al lemembraiice of it Is evinced by the copgratnlitioM 
yoa DOW receive from your feUow-citizens. 

** But your daimt to the venerEtioo of your coantrymen do not 
end here. Yoar predeceeaorB descended from the Chief Magistmcy 
to eiyoy, in repose and tranquillity, honors even greater than those 
which belonged to that eminent station. It was reserved for you 
to illnstrate the important troths, that offices and trusts are not the 
end of public service, bat are merely incidents in the life of the true 
American citizen ; that duties remain when the highest trust is ro> 
signed ; and that there is scqw for a pure and benevolent ambitkn 
beyond even the Presidency (^ the United States of America. 

^ You have devoted the energies of a mind unperverted, the learn- 
ing and experience acquired through more than sixty jrears, and 
even the influence and fame derived from your high career of pub- 
lic service, to the great cause of universal liberty. The praises we 
bestow are already echoed back to us by voices which come rich 
and full acioss the Atlantic, hailing you as the indefatigable cham- 
|Hon of humanity — not the humanity which embraces a single race 
or clime, but that humanity which regards the whole fieunily of 
Mah. Such salutations as these cannot be mistaken. They come 
not from your contemporaries, for they are gone— you are not of 
this generation, but of the past, spared to hear the voice of fos- 
TERiTT. The greetings you receive come up from the daik and 
uncertain FunmB. They are the whisperings of posthumous 
Famb — ^fame which impatiently awaits your departure, and which, 
spreading wider and growing more and more distinct, will award 
to Jomr QiTiHGT Adams a name to live with that of Washiii&- 
Tcnr 



The audience expressed their sympathy with this 
address by long and enthusiastic cheering. When 
order was restored, Mr. Adams rose, evidently under 
great and unaffected embarrassment 

He replied to the speech in an address of about half 
an hour, during which the attention of his audience 
was riveted upon the speaker, with intense interest 
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and affection. He declared the embarrassment he felt 
in speaking. He was sensible that his fellow-citizens 
had laid aside all partizan feelings in coming up to 
greet him. He desired to speak what would not 
wound the feelings of any one. He was grateful, 
deeply grateful, to them all. But on what subject of 
public interest could a public man speak, that would 
find harmony among an intelligent, thinking people? 
There were such subjects, but he could not speak of 
them. 

The people of Western New York had always been 
eminently just and generous to him, and had recently 
proved their kindness on various occasions, by inviting 
him to address the State Agricultural Society on 
agriculture. But his life had been spent in the closet, 
in diplomacy, or in the cabinet ; and he had not learned 
the practice, or even the theory of agriculture. After 
what he had seen of the harvests of Western New 
York, bursting with food for the sustenance of man, for 
him to address the people of such a district on agricul- 
ture, would be as absurd as the vanity of the rhetorician 
who went to Carthage to instruct Hannibal in the art of 
war. He had been solicited to address the young. In 
his life time he had been an instructor of youth, and, 
strange as from his present display they might think it, he 
had instructed them in the art of eloquence. And there 
was no more honorable office on earth than instructing 
the young. But the schools and seminaries had passed 
him, while he was engaged in other pursuits ; and for 
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him now to attempt to instruct the young of this gen- 
eration, would evince only the garrulousness of age. 

He had been invited to discourse on internal im- 
provement ; but that was a subject he feared to touch. 
On one point, however, all men agreed. All were in 
favor of internal improvement. But there was a bal- 
ance between the reasonable sacrifices of this genera- 
tion, and the burden it had a right to cast upon pos- 
terity, and every individual might justly claim to hold 
his balance for himself. One thing, however, he was 
sure he might assume with safety. In looking over the 
State of New York, upon its canals and railroads, which 
brought the borders of the State into contiguity, and its 
citizens in every part into communion with each other, 
he was sure that all rejoiced, and might well glory in 
what had been accomplished. 

Mr. A. said he had read and endeavored to inform 
himself concerning prison discipline, a subject deeply 
interesting to the peace, good order, and welfare of 
society ; but after his examination of the penitentiary 
here, he was satisfied that he was yet a learner, instead 
of being able to give instruction on that important 
subject. 

He had been asked to enlist in the growing army 
of temperance, and discourse on that cause, so deeply 
cherished by every well wisher of our country. And 
he would cheerfully speak ; but other and more devoted 
men had occupied the field, and what was left for him 
to say on temperance ? In passing through Catholic 
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Lower Canada he saw a column erected to the Virgin 
Mary, in gratitude for her promotion of the temperance 
cause. If indeed the blessed Virgin did lend her aid 
to that great work, it would almost win him to worship 
at her shrine, although he belonged to that class of 
people who rejected the invocation of saints. 

He felt, therefore, that he had no subject on which 
to address them, but himself and his own public life. 
The experience of an old man, related by himself, 
would, he feared, be more irksome than profitable. 

'^ What, then, am I to say ? I am summoned here 
to speak, and to reply to what has been said to me by 
my respected friend, your late Chief Magistrate. And 
what is the theme he has given me ? It is myself. 
And what can I say on such a subject ? To know 
that he entertains, or that you entertain for me the 
sentiments he has expressed, absolutely overpowers 
me. I cannot go on. The only answer I can make, 
is a declaration, that during my public service, now 
protracted to nearly the age of eighty, I have endea- 
vored to serve my country honestly and faithfully. 
How imperfectly I have done this, none seem so sen- 
sible as myself I must stop. I can only repeat 
thanks, thanks, thanks to you, one and all, and implore 
the blessings of God upon you and your children." 

At the conclusion of this reply, Mr. Adams was 
introduced to a large number of the ladies and gentle- 
men assembled in the church. He then returned to 
the American Hotel, where he remained an hour, 
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receiving the visits of the citizens of the adjoining 
towns. At 11 o'clock the Auburn Guards escorted 
Mr. Adams and the committee, followed by a large 
processiont to the car-house. Accompanied by Got. 
Seward, Judge Miller, Hon. Christopher Moigan, the 
committee* Auburn Guards, and a number of the citi- 
zens of Auburn, he was conveyed in an extra train of 
cars, in an hour and five minutes, to Syracuse. 

At Syracuse, at Utica, at Albany, the same spon- 
taneous outgushing manifestations of respect and affec- 
tion met him that had hitherto attended his journey 
in every populous place through which he passed. In 
his reply to the address of Mr. Barnard, at Albany, he 
concluded in the following words : — 

** lingering as I am on the stage of public life, and, as many of 
yon may think, lingering beyond the period when nature calls for 
repose — ^while I remain in the station which I now occupy in the 
Congress of the United States, if yon, my hearers, as an assembly, 
or if any one among yon, as an individual, have any object or pur- 
pose to promote, or any end to secure that he believes can in any 
way advance his interests or increase his happiness, then, in the 
name of God, I ask you to send your petitions tome! (Tremendous 
cheering.) I hope this is not trespassmg too for on politics. 
(Laughter, and cheers.) I unhesitatingly promise you, one and all, 
that if I can in any way serve you in that station, I will do it most 
cheerfully ; regarding it as the choicest blessing of God, if I shall 
thus be enabled to make some just return for the kind attentions 
which you have this day bestowed upon me." 

In his route homeward, Mr. Adams was received 
and entertained in a very handsome manner by the 
people of Pittsfield, Mass. He was addressed by Hon. 
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George N. Briggs, who alluded, in eloquent terms, to 
his long and distinguished public services. Mr. 
Adams, in reply, spoke of the scenes amidst which he 
had passed his early youth, and of the influence which 
they exerted in forming his character and shaping his 
purposes. ** In 1T75,'' said he, " the minute men from 
a hundred towns in the province were marching, at a 
moment's warning, to the scene of opening war. Many 
of them called at my father's house in Quincy, and 
received the hospitality of John Adams. All were 
lodged in the house which the house would contain ; 
others in the bams, and wherever they could find a 
place. There were then in my father's kitchen some 
dozen or two of pewter spoons ; and I well recollect 
going into the kitchen and seeing some of the men 
engaged in running those spoons into bulkts for the 
use of the troops ! Do you wonder," said he, " that a 
boy of seven years of age, who witnessed this scene, 
should be a patriot ?" 

In the fall of the same year, Mr. Adams received an 
invitation from the Cincinnati Astronomical Society, to 
visit that city, and assist in the ceremony of laying the 
corner stone of an observatory, to be erected on an em- 
inence called Mount Ida. The invitation was accepted. 
On his journey to Cincinnati, the same demonstrations 
of respect, the same eagerness to honor the aged patri- 
arch were manifested in the various cities and towns 
through which he passed, as on his summer tour. 
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The ceremony of laying the corner stone took place 
on the 9th of November, 1843. Mr. Adams delivered 
an address on the occasion, refdete with eloquence, 
wisdom, philosophy, and religion. The following 
beautiful extract will afford a specimen : — 

** The various difficolt, and, in many respects, opposite motives 
which have impelled mankind to the stody of the stars, have had a 
singular effect in complicating and confoundin{; the recommendation 
of the science. ReUgion, idolatry, superstition, cariosity, the thirst 
for knowledge, the passion for penetrating the secrets of nature, 
the warfau« of the huntsman by night and by day against the beast 
of the forest and of the field, the meditations of the shepherd in the 
custody and wanderings of his flocks, the influence of the reviving 
seasons of the year, and the successive garniture of the firmament 
upon the labors of the husbandman, upon the seed time and the 
harvest, the blooming of flowers, the ripening of the vintage, the 
polar pilot of the navigator, and the mysterious magnet of the mar- 
iner — all, in harmonious action, stimulate the child of earth and of 
heaven to interrogate the dazzling splendors of the sky, to reveal to 
him the laws of their own existence. 

** He has his own comforts, his own happiness, his own existence, 
identified with theirs. He sees the Creator in creation, and calls 
upon creation to declare the glory of the Creator. When Pytha- 
goras, the philosopher of the Grecian schools, conceived that more 
than earthly idea of * the music of the spheres' — when the great 
dramatist of nature could inspire the lips of his lover on the moon- 
light green with the beloved of his soul, to say to her : — 

< Sit, J«Mieaw— Look how the floor of HMren 
Is ttktck Inlaid wlUi pattens of bright gold ! 
Thera's not the sroaUeat orb which thou behokiMt, 
Bat in his motion like an angel sings, 
Stffl choiring to the Tonng eyed chenibimP 

" Oh, who is the one with a heart, but almost wishes to cast off 
this muddy vesture of decay, to be admitted to the joy of listening to 
the celestial harmcmy !** 
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CHAPTER XV. 

MB. aDAMS' last APPEABAKCE IN PUBLIC AT BOSTON — HIS 

HEALTH LECTURES ON HIS JOURNET TO WASHINGTON 

REMOTE CAUSE OF HIS DECEASE — STRUCK WITH PARALYSIS 

LEAVES QUINCT FOR WASHINGTON FOR THE LAST TIME 

HIS FINAL SICKNESS IN THE HOUSE OF REPRBSENTATITES 

HIS DEATH — THE FUNERAL AT WASHINGTON — ^REMOVAL OF 
THE BODY TO QUINCY — ^ITS INTERMENT. 

The last time Mr. Adams appeared in public in 
Boston, he presided at a meeting of the citizens of that 
city, in Faneuil Hall. **A man had been kidnapped 
in Boston — ^kidnapped at noon-day, * on the high road 
between Faneuil Hall and old Quincy,' and carried 
oflT to be a slave ! New England hands had seized 
their brother, sold him into bondage forever, and his 
children after him. A meeting was called to talk the 
matter over, in a plain way, and look in one another's 
faces. Who was fit to preside in such a case T That 
old man sat in the chair in Faneuil Hall. Above him 
was the image of his father and his own ; around him 
were Hancock and the other Adams, and Washington, 
greatest of all. Before him were the men and women 
of Boston, met to consider the wrongs done to a miser- 
able negro slave. The roof of the old Cradle of Liberty 
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spanned over them all. Forty years before, a young 
man and a Senator, he had taken the chair at a meet- 
mg called to consult on the wrong done to American 
seamen, violently impressed by the British from an 
American ship of war— the unlucky Chesapeake. Now 
an old man, clothed with half a century of honors, he 
sits in the same Hall, to preside over a meeting to con- 
sider the outrage done to a single slave. One was the 
first meeting of citizens he ever presided over; the 
other was the last : both for the same object — ^the de- 
fence of the eternal right !''• 

Few men retain the health and vigor with which 
Mr. Adams was blessed in extreme old age. When 
most others are decrepit and helpless, he was in the 
enjoyment of meridian strength and energy, both of 
body and mind, and could endure labors which would 
prostrate many in the prime of manhood. An instance 
of his powers of endurance is furnished in his journey 
to Washington, to attend the opening of Congress, 
when in the 74th year of his age. On Monday morning 
he left Boston, and the same evening delivered a lecture 
before the Young Men's Institute, in Hartford, Conn. 
The next day he proceeded to New Haven, and in the 
evening lectured before a similar Institute in that city. 
Wednesday he pursued his journey to New York, and 
in the evening lectured before the New York Lyceum, 
in the Broadway Tabernacle. Thursday evening he 
* Theodore Parker. 
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delivered an address before an association in Brooklyn ; 
and on Friday evening delivered a second lecture be- 
fore the New York Lyceum. Here were labors which 
would seriously tax the constitution of vigorous youth ; 
and yet Mr. Adams performed them with much com- 
parative ease. 

His great longevity, and his general good health, 
must be attributed, in no small degree, to his abstemious 
and temperate habits, early rising, and active exercise. 
He took pleasure in athletic amusements, and was ex- 
ceedingly fond of walking. During his summer res- 
idence in Quincy, he has been known to walk to his 
son's residence in Boston (seven miles,) before break- 
fast ** While President of the United States, he was 
probably the first man up in Washington, lighted his 
own fire, and was hard at work in his library, while 
sleep yet held in its obliviousness the great mass of his 
fellow-citizens/' He was an expert swimmer, and was 
in the constant habit of bathing, whenever circum- 
stances would permit. Not unfrequently the first 
beams of the rising sun, as they fell upon the beautiful 
Potomac, would find Mr. Adams bufieting its waves 
with all the sportiveness and dexterity of boyhood, 
while a single attendant watched upon the shore. 
When in the Presidency, he sometimes made a journey 
from Washington to Quincy on horseback, as a simple 
citizen, accompanied only by a servant. 

More than four score years had sprinkled their 
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frosts upon his brow, and still he was in the midst of 
his usefulness. Promptly at his post in the Hall of 
Representatives stood the veteran sentinel, watching 
vigilantly over the interests of his country. With an 
eye undimmed by age^ a quick ear, a ready hand, an 
intellect unimpaired, he guarded the citadel of liberty, 
ever on the alert to detect, and mighty to repel, the 
approach of the foe, however covert or however open 
his attacks. Never did the Union, never did freedom, 
the world, more need his services than now. A large 
territory, of sufficient extent to form several States, 
had been blighted by slavery, and annexed to the 
United Sates. A sanguinary and expensive war, grow- 
ing out of this strengthening of the slave power, had 
just terminated, adding to the Union still larger terri- 
tories — ^now free soil indeed, but furnishing a field for 
renewed battles between slavery and liberty. New 
revolutions were about to break forth in Europe, to 
convulse the Eastern Hemisphere, and cause old 
thrones to totter and fall I 

How momentous the era! How deeply fraught 
with the prosperity of the American Republic — with 
the progress of man — the freedom of nations — the 
happiness of succeeding generations ! How could he, 
who for years had prominently and nobly stood forth, 
as the leader of the hosts contending for the rights and 
the liberties of humanity, be spared from his post at such 
a juncture? Who could put on his armor? — who 
wield his weapons? — who "lead a forlorn hope," or 
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mount a deadly breach in battles which might yet 
be waged between the sons of freedom and the propa- 
gators of slavery ? But the loss was to be experienced. 
A wise and good Providence had so ordered. The 
sands of his life had run out A voice from on high 
called him away from earth's stormy struggles, to 
bright and peaceful scenes in the spirit land. He 
could no longer tarry. Death found the faithful vet- 
eran at his post, with his harness on. How applicable 
the words of Scott, on the departure of Pitt : — 

** Hadst thou but lived, though stripp'd of power, 
A watchman on the lonely tower, 
Thy thrilling tnimp had roused the land, 
When fraud or danger were at hand ; 
By thee, as by the beacon-light, 
Our pilots had kept course aright ; 
As some proud column, though alone. 
Thy strength had propp'd the tottering throne. 
Now is the stately column broke. 
The beacon-light is quenched in smoke, 
The trumpet's silver sound is still, 
The warder silent on the hill ! 
O think how, to his Utest day, 
When death, just hovering, claimed his prey. 
With Palinure's unaltered mood. 
Firm at his dangerous post he stood; 
Each call for needful rest repell'd. 
With dying hand the rudder held. 
Till, in his fall, with fateful sway. 
The steerage of the realm gave way." 

It has been supposed by some that the remote cause 
of Mr. Adams's death was a severe injury he received 
by a fall in the House of Representatives, in June, 
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1840. The accident is thus described by an eye 
witness : — 

** It had been a very warm day, and the debates had partaken of 
extraordinary excitement, when, a few moments before sunset, the 
House adjooined, and moat of the members had sought relief from 
an oppressive atmosphere, in the arbors and recesses of the adjoin- 
ing Congressional gardens. 

*" At that time I held a subordinate clerkship in the House, which 
usually confined me, the larger portion of the day not devoted to 
debate, to one of the committee rooms ; whilst the balance of the 
day I occupied as a reporter. 

** Mr. Adams was always the first man in the House, and the 
last man out of it ; and, as I usually detained myself an hour or 
more after adjournment, in writing up my notes, I often came in 
contact with him. He was pleased to call at my desk very often, 
before he went home, and indulge in some incidental, unimportant 
conversation. On the day referred to, just as the sun was setting, 
and was throwing his last rays through the muricy hall, I looked 
up, and saw Mr. Adams approachmg. He had almost reached my 
desk, and had uplifted his hand in friendly salutation, when he 
pitched headlong, some six or eight feet, and struck his head against 
the sharp comer of an iijon rail that defended one of the entrance 
aides leading to the circle within the bar, inflicting a heavy contu- 
sion on his forehead, and rendering him insensible. I instantly 
leaped from my seat, took the prostrate sufierer in my arms, and 
found that he was in a state of utter stupor and insensibility. 
Looking around for aid, I had the good fortune to find that Col. 
Jaoies Mnnroe, of the New York delegation, had just returned to 
his desk to procure a paper he had forgotten, when, giving the 
alarm, he flew to the rescue, manifesting the deepest soUdtude for 
the welfare of the venerable statesman. FoUansbee, the door- 
keeper, with two or more of his pages, came in next ; and after we 
had applied a plentiful supply of cold water to the sufierer, he re- 
turned to consciousness, and requested that he might be taken to 
his residence. In less than five minutes, Mr. Moses H. Grinnell, 
Mr. George H. Profit, Mr. Ogden Hofiman, and Col. Christopher 
Williams, of Tennessee, were called in, a carriage was procured, 
and Bir. Adams was being conveyed to his residence in PreaidenI 
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Sqvare, when, it being ascertained that bis shoulder was dislocated* 
the carriage was stopped at the door of the private hotel of Col. 
Monroe, in Pennsylvania Avenue, between Eleventh and Twelfth 
streets ; the suffering, but not complaining statesman, was taken 
out, and surgical aid instantly put in requisition. Doctor Sewall 
was sent for ; when it was ascertained that the left shoulder-joint 
was out of the socket ; and, though Mr. Adams must have suffered 
intensely, he complained not— did not utter a groan or a murmur. 

** More than an hour elapsed before the dislocated limb could be 
adjusted ; and to ^lect which, his arm endured, in a concentrated 
and continued wrench or pull, many minutes at a time, the united 
strength of Messrs. Grinnell, Munroe, Profit, and Hoffman. Still 
Mr. Adams uttered not a murmur, though the great drops of sweat 
that rolled down his furrowed cheeks, or stood upon his brow, told 
but too well the physical agony he endured. As soon as his arm 
was adjusted, he insisted on being carried home, and his wishes 
were complied with. 

" The next morning I was at the capitol at a veiy early hour, 
attending to some writing. I thought of, and lamented the acci- 
dent that had beftdlen Mr. Adams, and had already coomienced 
writing an account of it to a correspondent At that instant I with- 
drew my eyes from the paper on which I was writing, and saw Mr. 
Adams stsnding a foot or two from roe, carefully examining the 
carpeting. *Sir,' said he, * I am looking for that place in the 
matting that last night tripped me. If it be not fastened down, it 
may kill some one.' And then he continued his search for the 
trick-string matting.** 

Mr. Adams after this accident did not enjoy as 
sound health as in previous years, yet was more active 
and vigorous than the majority of those who attain to 
his age. But on the 20th of November, 1846, he ex- 
perienced the first blow of the fatal disease which 
eventually terminated his existence. 

On the morning of that day, while sojourning at the 
residence of his son, in Boston, preparing to depart for 
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Washington, he was walking out with a friend to visit 
a new Medical College, and was struck with paralysis 
by the way. This affliction confined him several 
weeks, when he obtained sufficient strength to proceed 
to Washington, and enter upon his duties in the House 
of Representatives. He viewed this attack as the 
touch of death. An interregnum of nearly four months 
occurs in his journal. The next entry is under the 
head of " Posthumous Memoir." After describing his 
recent sickness, he continues : — " From that hour I 
date my decease, and consider myself, for every useful 
purpose, to myself and fellow-creatures, dead; and 
hence I call this, and what I may hereafter write, a 
posthumous memoir^ 

Although he was after this, regular in his attendance 
at the House of Representatives, yet he did not mingle 
as freely in debate as formerly. He passed the follow- 
ing summer, as usual, at his seat in Quincy. In No- 
vember, he left his native town for Washington, to 
return no more in life ! 

On Sunday, the 20th of February, 1848, he appeared 
in unusual health. Tn the forenoon he attended public 
worship at the capitol, and in the afternoon at St 
John's church. At nine o'clock in the evening he 
retired with his wife to his library, where she read to 
him a sermon of Bishop Wilberforce, on Time — ** ho- 
vering, as he was, on the verge of eternity T This 
was the last night he passed beneath his own roof. 

Monday, the 21st, he rose at his usual very early 
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hour, and engaged in his accustomed occupations with 
his pen. An extraordinary alacrity pervaded his move- 
ments, and the cheerful step with which he ascended 
the steps of the capitol was remarked by his attendants. 
He occupied a portion of the forenoon in composing a 
few stanzas of poetry, at the request of a friend, and 
had signed his name twice for members who desired 
to obtain his autograph. 

Mr. Chase had introduced a resolution of thanks to 
Generals Twiggs, Worth, Quitman, Pillow, Shields, 
Pearce, Cadwalader, and Smith, for their services in 
the Mexican war, and awarding them gold medals. Mr. 
Adams was in his seat, and voted on the two questions 
preliminary to ordering its engrossment, with an uncom- 
monly emphatic tone of voice. About half past one 
o'clock, P. M., as the Speaker had risen to put another 
question to the House, the proceedings were suddenly 
interrupted by cries of ** Stop ! — stop ! — Mr. Adams !" 
There was a quick movement towards the chair of 
Mr. Adams, by two or three members, and in a mo- 
ment he was surrounded by a large number of Repre- 
sentatives, eagerly inquiring — ** What's the matter 1" — 
"Has he fainted ?"—" Is he dead?" John Quincy 
Adams, while faithful at his post, and apparently about 
to rise to address the Speaker, had sunk into a state of 
unconsciousness ! He had been struck a second time 
with paralysis. The scene was one of intense excite- 
ment. Pallor, anxiety, alarm, were depicted on every 
countenance. **Take him out," — "Bring water,'* — 
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exclaimed several voices. He had been prevented 
from falling to the floor by a member from Ohio, 
whose seat was near his — ^Mr. Fisher — who received 
him in his arms. Immediately Mr. GrinneU, oae of 
his colleagues from Massachusetts, was by his side^ 
keeping off a press of anxious friends, and bathing his 
face with iced water. 

** He was immediately lifted into the area in front 
of the Clerk's table. The Speaker instantly suggested 
that some gentleman move an adjournment, which 
being promptly done, the House adjourned. A sofa 
was brought, and Mr. Adams, in a state of perfect 
helplessness, though not of entire insensibility, was 
gently laid upon it The sofa was then taken up and 
borne out of the Hall into the Rotunda, where it was 
set down, and the members of both Houses, and 
strangers, who were fast crowding around, were with 
some difficulty repressed, and an open space cleared in 
its immediate vicinity; but a medical gentleman, a 
member of the House, (who was prompt, active, and 
self-possessed throughout the whole painful scene,) 
advised that he be removed to the door of the Rotunda 
opening on the east portico, where a fresh wind was 
blowing. This was done; but the air being chilly 
and loaded with vapor, the sofa was, at the suggestion 
of Mr. Winthrop, once more taken up and removed to 
the Speaker's apartment, the doors of which were 
forthwith closed to all but professional gentlemen and 
particular friends.*' 
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The features of the dying patriarch were aknost as 
rigid as though in death ; but there was a serenity in 
his countenance which betokened an absence of pain. 
There were five physicians, members of the House, 
present, viz. : — Drs. Newell, Fries, Edwards, Jones of 
Georgia, and Lord. These gentlemen were unremit- 
ting in their attentions. Drs. Lmdsley and Thomas, 
of the city, were also immediately called in. Under 
the advice of the medical gentlemen present, he was 
cupped, and mustard plasters were applied, which 
seemed to afford some reliefl Reviving a little and 
recovering consciousness, Mr. Adams inquired for his 
wife. She was present, but in extreme illness, and 
suffering the most poignant sorrow. After a few mo- 
ments' interval he relapsed again into unconsciousness. 
A correspondent of the New York Express describes 
as follows the progress of these melancholy events : — 

** HalfpcLst one o^cIock, — Mr. Benton communicated 
to the Senate the notice of the sudden illness of Mr. 
Adams, and moved an adjournment of that body. 

** Quarter to two. — Mr. Adams has several physi- 
cians with him, but exhibits no signs of returning con- 
sciousness. The report is that he is sinking. 

** Two o'clock. — Mr. Giddings informs me that he 
shows signs of life. He has just now attempted to 
speak, but cannot articulate a word. Under medical 
advice he has submitted to leeching. 

" Half past two. — Mrs. Adapis and his niece and 
nephew are with him, and Mr. A. is no worse. The 
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reports, however, are quite contradictory, and many 
despair of his recovery. 

** JTiree o'chck. — None but the physicians and the 
family are present, and the reports again become more 
and more doubtful. The physicians say that Mr. Adams 
may not live more than an hour, or he may live two 
or three days. 

''His right side is wholly paralyzed, and the left not 
under control, there being continually involuntary mo- 
tions of the muscles. Everything which medical aid 
can do, has been done for his relief. Briefly, just now, 
by close attention, he seemed anxious to ' thank the 
oflicers of the House.' Then, again, he was heard to 
say — * This is the last of earth ! I am cobttent P 
These were the last words which fell from the lips of 
' the old man eloquent,' as his spirit plumed its pinions 
to soar to other worlds.** 

Mr. Adams lay in the Speaker's room, in a state of 
apparent unconsciousness, through the 22d and 2dd, 
— Congress, in the meantime, assembling in respectful 
silence, and immediately adjourning from day to day. 
The struggles of contending parties ceased — ^the strife 
for interest, place, power, was hushed to repose. Si- 
lence reigned through the halls of the capitol, save the 
cautious tread and whispered inquiry of anxious ques- 
tioners. The soul of a sage, a patriot, a Christian, is 
preparing to depart from the world 1 — ^no sound is 
heard to rufile its sweet serenity! — a calmness and 
peace, fitting the momentous occasion, prevail around I 
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The elements of life and death continued their un- 
certain balance, until seven o'clock, on the evening 
of the 23d, when the spirit of John Quinct Adams 
bade adieu to earth fore ver» and winged its flight to God. 

** Grive forth thy chime, thou solemn bell, 
Thou grave, onfold thy marble cell ; 
O earth ! receive upon thy breast. 
The weary traveller to his rest. 

^'O God ! extend thy arms of love, 
A spirit seeketh thee above ! 
Ye heav'nly palaces unclose. 
Receive the weary to repose." 

The tidings of Mr. Adams' death flew on electrical 
wings to every portion of the Union. A statesman, a 
philanthropist, a father of the Republic, had fallen. A 
nation heard, and were dissolved in tears ! 

In the history of American statesmen, none lived a 
life so long in the public service — ^none had trusts so 
numerous confided to their care — none died a death 
so glorious. Beneath the dome of the nation's capitol ; 
in the midst of the field of his highest usefulness, where 
he had won fadeless laurels of renown ; equipped with 
the armor in which he had fought so many battles for 
truth and freedom, he fell beneath the shaft of the king 
of terrors. And how bright, how enviable the reputa- 
tion he left behind ! As a man, pure, upright, benevo- 
lent, religious — ^his hand unstained by a drop of human 
blood ; uncharged, unsuspected of crime, of premedi- 
tated wrong, of an immoral act, of an unchaste word 

15 
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a statesman, lofty and patriotic in all his par- 
poses ; devoted to the interests of the people ; sacredly 
exercising all power entrusted to his kee{Hng for the 
good of the public alone, unmindful of personal inter- 
est and aggrandizement ; an enthusiastic lovei: of 
liberty ; a faithful, fearless defender of the rights of 
man I The sun of his life in its lengthened course 
through the political heavens, was unobscured by a 
spot, undimmed by a cloud ; and when, at the close of 
the long day, it sank beneath the horizon, the whole 
firmament glowed with the brilliancy of its reflected 
glories 1 Rulers, statesmen, l^slators ! study and 
emulate such a life — seek after a character so beloved, 
a death so honorable, a fame so immortal. Like 
him — 

** So live, that when thy summons comes to join 
The innmnerable car&yan, that moves 
To the pale realms of shade, where each shall take 
His chamber in the silent halls of death, 
Thou go not, like the quarry-slave at night, 
Scourged to his dungeon ; but, sustained, and soothed 
By an unfaltering trust, approach thy grave, 
Like one who wraps the drapery of his conch 
About him, and lies down to pleasant dreams.*' 

On the day succeeding Mr. Adams* death, when 
the two Houses of Congress met, the full attendance 
of members, and a crowded auditory, attested the 
deep desire felt by all to witness the proceedings 
which would take place in relation to the death of one 
who had long occupied so high a place in the councils 
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of the Republic As soon as the House of Representa* 
tives was called to order, the Speaker, (the Hon. 
Robert C. Winthrop of Massachusetts,) rose, and in a 
feeling manner addressed the House as follows : — 

** GenUemen cfihe House of Representatives of the United States : 
It has been thonght fit that the Chair should announce officially to 
the House, an event already known to the members individually, 
and which has filled all our hearts with sadness. A seat on this 
floor has been vacated, toward which all eyes have been accustomed 
to turn with no common interest A voice has been hushed forever 
in this Hall, to which all ears have been wont to listen with pro- 
found reverence. A venerable form has faded from our sight, 
around which we have daily clustered with an affectionate regard. 
A name has been stricken from the roll of the living statesmen 
of our land, which has been associated, for more than half a cen- 
tury, with the highest civil service, and the loftiest civil renown. 

** On Monday, the 21st instant, John Quinct Adams sunk in his 
seat, in presence of us all, by a sudden illness, from which he never 
recovered ; and he died, in the Speaker's room, at a quarter past 
seven o'clock last evening, with the officers of the House and the 
delegation of his own Massachusetts around him. 

** Whatever advanced age, long experience, great ability, vast 
learning, accumubUed public honors, a spotless private character, 
and a firm religious faith, could do, to render any one an object of 
interest, respect, and admiration, they had done for this distinguished 
person ; and interest, respect, and admiration, are but feeble terms 
to express the feelings with which the members of this House and 
the people of the country have long regarded him. 

** After a life of eighty years, devoted from its earliest maturity to 
the public service, he has at length gone to his rest. He has been 
privileged to die at his post ; to fall whUe in the discharge of his 
duties ; to expire beneath the roof of the ci^tol ; and to have his 
last scene associated forever, in history, with the birthday of that 
fllnstrious patriot, whose just discernment brought him first into the 
service of his country. 

"The close of such a life, under such circumstances, is not an 
event for nnmingled emotions. We cannot find it in our hearts to 
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vegieCy that be bM died as he hat died. Hehimadf ooold havede* 
sired no other end. ' This is the end of earth,' were his last 
words, uttered on the day on which he fell. Bat we might also 
hear hha exclaiming, as he left as-— in a hmgoage hanMy less 
fiuniliar to him than his native tongoe— ' Hoc ei^ nimirum^ magis 
felicUer de viid migrare, quam morV 

** It is for others to snggest what honors shall be paid to his 
memory. No acts of ours are necessary to his fame. Bat it may 
be dae to oarselves and to the coantry, that the national sense of 
bis character and services shoold be fitly commemorated." 

Mr. Holmes of South Carolina arose and addressed 
the House in most eloquent strains. The following 
are extracts from his eulogy : — 

**' The mingled tones of sorrow, like the voice of many waters* 
have come onto as from a sister Stat»— MassacbosettB weeping for 
her honored son. The State I have the honor in part to repreaent 
once endared, with years, a coomion soffering, battled for a com- 
mon caase, and rejoiced in a common triamph. Sorely, then, it 
is meet that in this, the day of yoar affliction, we shoold mingle oor 
griefs. 

*' When a great man Ms, the nation moams ; when a patriarch 
is removed, the people weep. Oars, my associates, is no coomxMi 
bereavement The chain which linked oar hearts with the gifted 
spirits of former times, has been nidely snapped. The lips from 
which flowed those living and glorioos troths that oor fiBUhers 
ottered, are closed in death ! Yes, my friends. Death has been 
among as ! He has not entered the hamUe cottage of some on- 
known, ignoble peasant ; he has knocked aodibly at the palace 
of a nation ! His footstep has been heard in the Hall of State ! 
He has cloven down his victim in the midst of the cooncils of a 
people ! He has home in triomph from among yoo the gravest, 
wisest, most reverend head ! Ah ! he has taken him as a trophy 
who vnis once chief over many States, adorned with virtoe, and 
learning, and troth ; he has borne at his chaiiot-wheels arenowned 
one of the earth. 

** There was no incident in the birth, the life, the death of Mr. 
Adams, not intimately woven with the histoiy of the land. Bom ia 
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tin irigfat of his oovBtry's trilm]atioo,he heiid tbe first munuin of 
discontent ; he saw the first effixts for deliTeiance. Whilst yet a 
little chDd, he listened with eagerness to the whispers of freedom as 
they breathed from the lips of her almost inspired apostles : he caught 
the fire that was then kindled ; his eye beamed with the first ray ; 
he watched the day spring from on high, and long before he departed 
from earth, it was graciously vouchsafed nnto him to behold the 
effulgence of her noontide glory. ♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

** He disrobed himsel f with dignity of the vestures of office, not to 
retire to the shades of Quincy, but, in the maturity of his intellect, 
in the vigor of his thought, to leap into this arena, and to continue, 
as he had begun, a <fisciple, an ardent devotee at the temple of his 
country's freedom. How, in this department, he ministered to his 
country's wants, we all know, and have witnessed. How often we 
have crowded into that aisle, and clustered around that now vacant 
desk, to listen to the counsels of wisdom, as they fell from the lips 
of die venerable sage, we can all remember, for it was but of yes- 
terday. But what a change ! How wondrous ! how sudden ! 
TIb like a vision of the night That form which we beheld but a 
few days since, is now cold in death ! 

**Bot the last Sabbath, and in this hall, he worshipped with others. 
Now his spirit mingles with the noble army of martyrs, and the just 
made perfect, in the eternal adoration of the living God. With him 
** this is the end of earth." He sleeps the sleep that knows do 
waking. He is gon&-'-and forever ! The sun that ushers in the 
mom of that next holy day, whUe it gilds the lofty dome of the ca]>- 
itol, shall rest with soft and mellow light upon the consecrated spot 
beneath whose turf forever lies the Patbiot Father and the Pa- 
triot Sage I" 



The following resolutions were unaniniouslf passed 
by the House of Representatives : — 

<* Resolved, That this House has heard with the deepest sensibU- 
ity, of tbe death ia this capitoi of Johm Quihct Adams, a Member 
of the Hovse from the Stale of Massachusetts. 

^Resolved, That, as a testimony of respect for the memory of 
this distiBgwabed statesman, the officwa and members of the House 
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will wear the nsoal badge of moarniiig, and attend the fbnend in 
this ball on Saturday next, at 12 o'clock. 

** Reed ved, That a coinmittee of thurty be appointed to sopeiintend 
thefaneral sdemnities. 

** Reedved, That the proceedings of this House in relation to the 
death of Johh Quihct Adams be communicated to the fiunflj of the 
deceased by the Clerk. 

"* Resolved, That the seat in this hall just vacated by the death of 
the late Jomr QumcT Adams be unoccupied for thirty days, and 
that it, together with the hall, remain clothed with the symbol of 
mourning during that time. 

** Resolved, That the Speaker appdnt one member of this House 
from each State and Territory,as a committee to escort the remains 
of our venerable friend, the Honorable Johh Qxtdtct Adams, to the 
place designated by his friends for his interment. 

** Resolved, That this House, as a further mark of respect for'the 
memory of the deceased, do adjourn to Saturday next, the day ap- 
pointed for the funeral." 

In the Senate, after a formal annunciation of the 
death of Mr. Adams, in a message from the House of 
Representatives, Mr. Davis, of Massachusetts, arose 
and delivered a feeling address, on the life and ser- 
vices of the deceased patriot. The following are 
extracts :— 

** Mr. President : By the recent affliction of my colleague, (Mr. 
Webster,) a painful duty devdves upon me. The message just 
delivered from the House proves that the hand of God has been 
again among us. A great and good man has gone from our midst 
If, in speakmg of Johh Quihct Adams, I can give utterance to the 
language of my own heart, I am confident I shall meet with a re- 
sponse from the Senate. 

** He was bom in the then Province of Massachusetts, while she 
was girding herself for the great revolutionary struggle which was 
then before her. His parentage is too well known to need even an 
aLusion ; yet I may be pardoned if I say, that his father seemed 
bom to aid in the establishment of our free Government, and his 
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mother was a suitable companioo and co-laborer d such a patriot 
The cradle hymoa of the child were the soDgs of liberty. The 
power and competence of man for self-government were the topes 
which he most frequently heard discussed by the wise men of the 
day, and the inspiiation thus caught gave form and pressnre to his 
after life. Thus early imbued with the love of free institutions, ed- 
ucated by his father for the service of his country, and early led by 
WASHiHOTcm to its altar, he has stood before the world as one of 
its eminent statesmen. He has occupied, in turn, almost every 
place of honor which the country could give him, and for more than 
half a century, has been thus identified with its history. ***** 

"* It is believed to have been the earnest wish of his heart to die, 
like Chatham, in the midst of his labors. It was asublime thought, 
that where he had toiled in the house of the nation, in hours of the 
day devoted to ite service, the stroke of death should reach him, and 
there sever the ties of love and patriotism which bound him to earth. 
He fell in his seat, attacked by paralysis, of which he had before 
been a sntjject To describe the scene which ensued would be im- 
possiUe. It was more than the spontaneous gush of feeling which 
all such events call forth, so much to the honor of our nature. It 
was the expression of reverence for his moral worth, of admiration 
for his great intellectual endowments, and of veneration for his age 
and public services. All gathered round the sufferer, and the strong 
sympathy and deep feeling which were manifested, showed that the 
business of the House (which was instantly adjourned) was for- 
gotten amid the distressing anxieties of the moment He was soon 
removed to the apartment of the Speaker, where he remained sur- 
rounded by afflicted friends till the weary clay resigned ite immortal 
spirit * This is the end of earth !' Brief but emphatic words. 
They were among the last uttered by the dying Christian.'' 

When Mr. Davis had concluded his remarks, Mr. 
Benton, of Missouri, delivered a most beautiful eulogy 
on the character of Mr. Adams. He said : — 

« Mr. President : The voice of his native State has been heard, 
through one of the Senators of Massachusetts, announcing the death 
of her aged and most distinguished son. The voice of the other 
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Senator, (Mr. Wd)8tar,) ii not beard, nor k his preaoiM 
A domestic calamity, known to ns all, and felt by ns all, eoofinea 
bim to tbe cbamber of inivate grief, wbile tbe Senate is occupied 
with tbe pablic manifestations of a respect and sorrow which a na- 
tional loss inspires. In tbe absence of that Senator, and as tbe 
member of this body longest here, it is not unfitting or m^Mcoming 
in me to second tbe motion which baa been made for artwiding tbe 
last iKHiors of the Senate to bim who, forty-five years ago, was a 
member of this body, who, at the time of bis death, was among tbe 
oldest members of tbe House of Representatives, and who, putting 
tbe years of his service together, was the oldest of all tbe members 
of the American Government 

** The eukgium of Mr. Adams is made in the facts of bis lile, 
which the Senator from Massachusetts (Mr. Davis) has so strik- 
ingly stated, that, from early manhood to octogenarian age, be has 
been constantly and most honorably employed in the puUic service. 
For a period of more than fifty years, from the time of bis first a]>- 
pointment as Minister abroad under Washington, to his last election 
to tbe House of Representatives by the people of his native district, 
be has been constantly retained in tbe public service, and that, not 
by tbe favor of a Sovereign, or by hereditary title, but by the elec- 
tions and appointments of republican Government This fiict makes 
tbe eulogy of tbe illustrious deceased. For what, except a union 
of all tbe qualities which command the esteem and confidence of 
man, coukl have ensured a public service so long, by appointments 
free and popular, and from sources so various and exalted ? Minis- 
ter many times abroad ; member of this body ; member of tbe House 
of Representatives; caUnet Minbter; President of the United 
States ; such has been tbe galaxy of his splendid appointments. 
And what but moral excellence tbe most perfect — intellectual abil- 
ity the most eminent — fidelity tbe most unwavering — service the 
most useful, could have commanded such a successicm of appoint- 
ments so exalted, and from sources so various and so eminent? 
Nothing less could have commanded such a series of appointments ; 
and accordingly we see tbe union of all these great qualities in bim 
who has received them. 

** In this long career of public service Mr. Adams was distin- 
guished not only by faithful attention to all tbe great duties of bis 
atations, but to all their less and minor dutios. He was not tbe 
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fhlinanfain gi^ley, to be ktmcfaed only on extreOTdinary oocaflions, 
but he wn Ibe nedy veeeel, always launched when the duties of 
his Bdrtiaii required it, be the occaskm great or small. As Pres- 
ident, as cabinet Minister, as Minister abroad, he examined all qnes- 
tisos thai came before Mn, and examined all in all then* parts, in 
mil the nonmtHi of their detail, as well as m all the vastness of th^ 
comprehenaioo. As Senator, and as a member of the House of 
Representatives, the obscure committee-room was as much the 
witoeas of his laborioaB application to ^ drudgery of legislation, 
as the halls of the two Houses were to the ever ready speech, re- 
plete with knowledge, which instructed all hearers, eodightened all 
subjects, and gave dignity and ornament to debate. 

^'In the observance of all the proprieties of Ufe, Mr. Adams was 
a most noble and impressive examine. He cultivated the minor as 
well as the greater virtues. Wherever his presence could give aid 
and countenance to what was useful and honorable to man, there 
he was. In the exerdses of the school and of the college — ^in the 
meritorious meetings of the agricultural, mechanical, and com- 
mercial societies— ^n attendance upon Divine worship— he gave the 
punctual attendance rarely seen but in those who are free from the 
weight of public cares. 

** Punctual to every duty, death found him at the post of duty ; 
and where else could it have found him, at any stage of his career, 
for the fifty yeare of his illustrious public life 7 From the time of 
his first appointment by Washington to his last election by the 
people of his native town, where could death have found him but 
at the post of duty ? At that post, m the fullness of age, in the 
ripeness of renown, crowned with honors, surrounded by his family, 
his friends, and admirers, and in the very presence of the national 
representation, he has been gathered to his fathers, leaving behind 
him the memory of public services which are the history of his 
country for half a century, and the example of a life, public and 
private, which should be the study and the model of the generations 
of his countrymen." 

At the conclusion of Mr. Benton's address, the fol- 
lowing resolutions, introduced by Mr. Daris, were 
passed by the Senate : — 

16* 
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«* Resolved, That the Senate has recdved with deep sensifaailj 
the message from the House of Representatives announcing ths 
death of the Hon. Jomr Qudict Adams, a Representative from the 
State of Massachusetts. 

<* Resolved, That, in token of respect for the memoiy of the de- 
ceased, the Senate will attend his fnneial at the hour appointed hy 
the House of Representatives, and will v^ear the usual badge of 
mourning for thirty days. 

^ Resolved, That, as a further mark of respect for the memoiy 
of the deceased, the Senate do now adjourn until Saturday next, the 
time appointed for the funeral." 

President Polk issued a Proclamation announcing 
to the nation its bereavement, and directing the sus- 
pension of all public business for the day. The public 
offices were clothed in mourning. Orders were issued 
from the War and Navy Departments, directing that 
at every military and naval station, on the day after 
the order should be received, the honors customary to 
the illustrious dead should be paid. 

At 12 o'clock on Saturday, the 26th of February, 
the funeral took place in the capitol. It was a solemn, 
an imposing scene. The Hall of Representatives was 
hung in sable habiliments. The portraits of Washing- 
ton and La Fayette, the beautiful statue of the Muse 
of History in the car of Time, and the vacant chair 
of the deceased, were wreathed in crape. In the 
midst, and the most conspicuous of all, was the coffin 
containing the remains of the illustrious dead, covered 
with its velvet pall. The President of the United 
States, and the Heads of Departments, the Members 
of both Houses of Congress, the Judges of the Supreme 
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Court, the Foreign Ministers, Officers of the Army and 
Navy, Members of State Legislatures, and an immense 
concourse of the great, the wise, and the good, were 
present, to bestow honor on all that remained of the 

statesman, the philosopher, and the Lhnsiian. 

A discourse was delivered on the occasion, by the 
Rev. R. R. Garley, chaplain to the House of Represeni- 
atives, from Job xi. 17, 18 — "And thine age shall be 
clearer than the noon-day ; thou shalt shino forth, thou 
shalt be as the morning: and thou shalt be secure, 
because there is hope," The following are extracts 
from the sermon : — 

" In some circumstances, on some occasionR, we iiioal naturally 
express our emoiions in silence and in tears. What voice of man 
can add to iho impressive neas and sotemmt^r of this scene ? Tlio 
presence and aspect of tMa vfLSt assembly, the Chief 3Iagi»tnitei 
Counsellors, Judges, SeniitorfS, and Repre&cntalives of the nation, 
dlsttnguished oflkers of tJie army and ihe oavyi and the honored Am* 
boAsadors frosn foreign powers,— iheisfi symbob ami badges of a urn* 
versal monming, darkening this hull into sympathy with our sorrow, 
leave no place for the question, * Know ye not Ihat a prince and a 
great man i* fallen in Israel V Near to ua, indeed, haa come the In- 
visible hand of lb© Almighty — that hand in which h the ioul of every 
living thing, and the breath of all mankind ; in this very hall, from 
yonder seat, which he so long occupied, in the midat of the ropre* 
aentatjvea of the people, haa it taken one full of years and honors^ 
eminent, for more than half a century, tn various depturtmenta of the 
public flcr\ice ; who adorned every station, even the highest, by his 
abilitiea and virtues ; and whose influence, powerful in its benefi- 
cence, h felt in many, if not id all the Statea of the clvilUed 
woHd, * * • • » 

'* Not mon; certainly is the body invigorated and preserved by 
euitahle food, by manly esEOTcises, by tlie vital air, than are the in- 
tellectual aod moTOi faculllei by tiie iavafiligatijaa and receptioa of 
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divine trnths, by hafaite of obedience to the divine will, by cheerful 
submission to the order and discipline of Divine Providence. Nor 
let us ever distrust the Father of our spirits, who knows perfectly 
all the wants of our nature, but rest assured that his oommand- 
ments in the sacred Scriptures are entirely in harmony with the de- 
crees of his providence ; and that as to fear Him and keep His 
commandments is the whole duty (because the highest duty, and 
comprehending all others), so will it prove the whole and eternal 
happiness of man. K the indissoluble and harraonious connection 
between the laws of nature, of Providence and the moral law, be 
not always obvious, it is always certain. Over all the darkness, 
disturbances, and evils of the world shines revealed, more or less 
clearly, like the serene and cheerful heavens, this immutable law, 
binding virtue, however obscure, persecuted, or forsaken, to re- 
ward ; duty, however humble or arduous, to happiness. Hence the 
declaration, that all things shall work together for good to them ^dio 
love God, and that all things are theirs — the past and future, things 
temporal and spiritual, prosperity and adversity, angels, and [oinci- 
palities, and powers, and God himself, in all the resources of his 
wisdom and all the eternity of his reign. 

^ How shone out, clear as the noonday, yet mild and gentle as 
the morning, even in age, in the life and character of that great and 
venerable man, around whose precious, but, alas ! inanimate form 
we all press in gratitude, admiration, and love, those high virtues 
derived from faith in God, and nurtured by his revealed truth, this 
bereaved Congress, and, I may add, this nation witnesses. ****** 

** Truly emblematic of his moral integrity and strength of char- 
acter would be the granite column from his native hills, one and 
entire, just in its proportions, towering in its height, immoveable in 
its foundations, and pointing to Heaven as the temple and throne of 
everlasting authority, the final refuge, the imperishable home of all 
regenerated and faithful souls. 

« Independence of mere human authority in the use of his reason, 
on all subjects, was united with veneration most sincere and pro- 
found for the sacred Scriptures, as a supernatural revelation from 
God, ' whose prerogative extends not less to the reason than the 
will of man,' and from a daily perusal of the Divine Word, and a 
constant and devout attendance upon the public worship of the 
Sabbath, althoQ|^ differing on some points from common opini<HM, 



Digitized by 



Google 



LirS OF JOHN aUINCY ADAMS. 349 

he c^eriabed enlaiged views of Christian commimioD, and leeog^ 
nized in most, if not all the religioas denominations of this coon- 
try, members of one and the same family and kingdom of Jesns 
Christ. ♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

** Alas, the sad and appalling mins of death ! * This m the end 
of earth.' Approach ! lovers of pleasure, seekers after wisdom, 
aspirants, by pre-eminence in station, and power, and influence 
among men, to fame ; see the end of human distinctions and earthly 
greatness ! Surely man walketh in a vain show ; surely man in 
his best estate is altogether vanity. How pertinent to this scene 
the words of Job : ' He leadeth princes away spoiled, and over- 
throweth the mighty. He removeth away the speech of the trusty, 
and taketh away the understanding of the aged. He discovereth 
deep things out of darkness, and bringeth out to light the shadow 
of death !' How, indeed, is the mighty fallen, and the head of 
the wise laid low I All flesh is grass— «I1 the glory of man as the 
flower of the field. And shall this vast congregation soon be brought 
to the grave— that house appointed for all the living 7 Hear, then, 
the great announcement of the Son of God : * I am the resurrec- 
tion and the life, and whosoever believeth in me, though he were 
dead yet shall he live, and whosoever liveth and believeth in me 
shall never die.' Is it strange that he who communed so much 
with the future as the great statesman to whose virtues and mem- 
ory we now pay this sad, final, solemn tribute of honor and afiec- 
tion, should, in the last conversation I ever had with him, have ex- 
pressed both regret and astonishment at the indifibrence among too 
many of our public men to the truths and ordinances of our holy 
religioD 7 Is it to affect our hearts that he has been permitted to 
fall in the midst of us, to arouse us from this insensibility, and 
cause us to press towards the gates of the eternal city of God ? Let 
us bless God for another great example to shine upon us, that an- 
other star (we humbly trust) is planted amid the heavenly constella- 
tions to guide us to eternity !" 



At the conclusion of the exercises in the capitol, a 
vast procession, escorted by military companies, con- 
veyed the remains to the Congressional burying 
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ground, where they were to rest until preparations for 
their removal to Quincy should be completed. 

<* Sad was die pomp that yesterday beheld. 
As with the mourner's heart the anthem swelled ; 
The rich-plomed canopy, the gorgeous pall. 
The sacred march, and sable vested wall ! — 
These were not rites of inexpressive show. 
But hallowed as the types of real woe ! 
ninstrioiis deceased ! a hation's sighs, 
A hation's hsabt, went with thine obaeqniea!'* 

The following letter of thanks from Mrs. Adams, 
addressed to the Speaker, was laid before the House of 
Representatives : — 

•* Washington, February 29, 1848. 

** Sir : The resolutions in honor of my dear deceased husband, 
passed by the illustrious assembly over whicii you preside, and of 
which he at the moment of his death was a member, have been duly 
communicated to me. 

** Penetrated with grief at this distressing event of my life, 
mourning the loss of one who has been at once my example and 
my support through the trials of half a century, permit me never- 
theless to express through you my deepest gratitude for the signal 
maimer in which the public regard has been voluntarily mani- 
fested by your honorable body, and the consolation derived to me 
and mine from the reflection that the unwearied eflbrts of an old 
public servant have not even in this world proved without their re- 
ward in the generous appreciation of them by his country. 
" With great respect, I remain, sir, your obedient servant, 

** Louisa Catharihe Adams." 

On the following week, the Committee of one from 
each State and Territory in the Union, appointed by 
the House of Representatives to take charge of the 
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remains of the deceased ex-President, and convey 
them to Quincy for final interment, commenced their 
journey. It was a new, yet inexpressibly thrilling and 
imposing spectacle. The dead body of **the Old Man 
Eloquent," surrounded and guarded by a son of each 
of the States and Territories of that Union which he 
had so largely assisted in consolidating and sustaining, 
leaves the capitol of the nation, where for more than 
thirty years he had acted the most conspicuous part 
among the fathers of the land, to rest in the tomb of 
its ancestors, amid the venerable shades of Quincy. 
How solemn the progress of such a procession. It 
was indeed, "the Funeral March of the Dead I" 
Wherever it passed, the people rose up and paid the 
utmost marks of respect to the remains of one who 
had occupied so large a space in the history of his 
country. In towns, in villages, in cities, as the mourn- 
ful cortege swept through, business was suspended, 
flags were displayed at half mast, bells were tolled, 
minute guns were fired, civil and military processions 
received the sacred remains, and watched over them 
by night and by day, and passed them on from State 
to State. 

** What a progress was it which the dead patriot 
thus made I From the capitol of the nation, beneath 
whose dome, and while at his post of duty, he was 
seized by death — ^within sight almost of that Mount 
Vernon where repose the ashes of him, the Father of 
his Country, who first distinguished, encouraged and 
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empbjed the extraordinary capacity of the yoathfal 
Adams — through cities that in his life time have grown 
up from villages — passing, at Baltimore, almost beneath 
the shadow of the monument which there testifies of 
the valor of those who fell for country in the war of 
1812 — and in Philadelphia halting and reposing within 
the hall where his great father, John Adams, had fear- 
lessly stood for Independence, and where Independence 
was proclaimed — the dead passed on, everywhere fol- 
lowed by the reverential gaze and the mourning heart, 
till, reaching the great metropolis of New York, where 
the same father had been sworn in and taken his seat, 
as the first Vice President of the United States, with 
George Washington for President ! Thence away the 
march was resumed, till it reached old Faneuil Hall — 
the cradle of American liberty, the fitting final resting- 
place, while yet unburied, of the body of one in whose 
heart, at no moment of life, did the love of liberty, im- 
bibed or strengthened in that hall, sufier the slightest 
abatement/** 

Faneuil Hall was clothed in the dark drapery of 
mourning, fitting to receive the body of one of the 
greatest of the many noble sons of the venerable Bay 
State. Amid solemn dirges and appropriate cere- 
monies, the chairman of the Congressional Committee 
surrendered to a Committee from the Legislature of 
Massachusetts, the sacred remains they had accom- 
panied from the capitol of the United States. — 
* King'i Eulogj. 
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** Throughout the journey,'* said the chairman, *' there 
have been displayed manifestations of the highest ad- 
miration and respect for the memory of your late dis- 
tinguished fellow-citizen. In the large cities through 
which we expected to pass, we anticipated such de- 
monstrations ; but in every village and hamlet* at the 
humblest cottage which we passed, and from the 
laborers in the field, the same profound respect was 
testified by their uncovered heads." 

The Committee of the Massachusetts Legislature 
having thus received the body from its Ongressional 
escort, in turn surrendered it to the keeping of the 
municipal authorities of Boston, for burial at Quincy. 
This ceremony was performed by Mr. Buckingham, 
chairman of the Legislative Committee, in these im- 
pressive words : — 

** In the name and behalf of the Goveniment and People of the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, whose honored bat hnmble ser- 
Tant I this day am, I consign to your faithful keeping, Mr. Mayor, 
the remains of Johh QumcY Adams— all that was mortal of that 
veneraUe man, whose age and whose virtues had rendered him an 
object of intense interest and admiration to his country and to the 
world. We place these sacred remains in your possession, to be 
conveyed to their appointed home — to sleep in the sepulchre and 
with the dust of his fathers." 

Mr. Quincy» the Mayor, in accepting the guardian- 
ship conferred upon him in behalf of the city of Boston, 
replied in the following terms :— 

** There is something sublime in the scene that surrounds us. 
An bonored mm of Massacbiwetts— one who was educated by n 
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dgoer of the DeclaratioQ of Independence— one who heard the 
thunder of the great struggle for liberty oo yonder hiU, has, aAer a 
life of unparalleled osefalness and fidelity, fallen in the capitol of 
the country he served. His remains were escorted here by dele- 
gates from every State in the Union. They have passed over spots 
ever memorable in history. They have everywhere been received 
with f aneral honors. They have reposed in the hall of independ- 
ence. They now lie in the cradle of liberty. As a citizen of Mas- 
sachusetts, I cannot but acknowledge our sense of the honor paid 
to her distinguished son. Mourned by a nation at its capitol, at* 
tended by the representatives of millions to the grave, he has re- 
ceived a tribute to his memory unequalled among men. 

** These remains now rest in the cradle of liberty. It is their 
last resting-place on their journey home. As a statesman's, * this 
is to them the last of earth V To-morrow they will be deposited in 
the peaceful church-yard of the village of his birth, there to be 
mourned, not as statesmen mourn for statesmen, but as friends 
mourn for friends. 

** He will be ' gathered to his fathers !' And how great, in this 
case, is the significance of the expression ! It is possible that other 
men may be attended as he will be to the grave. But when again 
shall the tomb of a President of the United States open its doors to 
receive a son who has filled the same office 7" 



On the following day, the body, under the charge of 
the municipal officers of Boston, was conveyed to 
Quincy. In the Unitarian church, in the presence of 
old neighbors and friends, the last funeral exercises 
were held, and the last sad burial service was per- 
formed. 

By the side of the graves of his fathers, over- 
shadowed by aged trees, which had sheltered his head 
in the days of boyhood, in a plain tomb, prepared 
under his own direction, and inscribed simply with his 
name, sleep the ashes of JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 
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** Let no weak drops 
Be shed for him. The virgin in her bloom 
Cut off, the joyous yooth, and darling child, 
These are the tombs that claim the tender tear 
And elegiac songs. Bat Adams calls 
For other notea of gmtulatiun higli ; 
That now he wanders thro* those endlesa worlds 
He faere so well deacried ; iindj wonJering, (alks 
And hymm tiieir Author with hi^ glad compeera. 
Coliirabia.*s boast ! whether with ung^ob thou 
Sittest in drend dkcourse, or fellow bleat 
Who joy to see the honor of iheir kind ; 
Or wheltierj mounted on cherubic wing. 
Thy swift career b with the whirling orbs, 
Comparing tilings with tilings, in rapture loot, 
And grateful adoration for that light 
So pl<?nicou3 ray'd into thy mind below 
From Ught himself— oh ! look with pity down 
On humftn kind, a fmil, orronootiii race 1 
Exalt the spirit of a downward world ! 
O'er thy dejected country chief prcsiide. 
And be ber Goniua called ! her studies raise, 
Correct her manners, and inspire her youtli ; 
For, though depravM and aunk, she brought tltee forthi 
And glories in thy name. She points thee out 
To all her sons, and bids them eye thy atar — 
Thy Btar^ which, followed steadfastly, shall lea4 
To wisdom, \irtue, glory here, and joy 
Unspeakable in worlds to come/* 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



EULOGY.* 



We are in the midst of extraordinary events. British- 
American Civilization and Spanish-American Society 
have come into coUiaion, each in its fullest maturity. 
The armies of the North have penetrated the chappa- 
rek at Pdo Alto and Resaca de la Palma — ^passed the 
fortresses of Monterey, and rolled back upon the heart 
of Mexico the unavailing tide of strong resistance from 
the mountain-side of Buena Vista. Martial colonists 
are encamped on the coasts of California, while Sau 
Juan d*UlIoa has fallen^ and the invaders have swept 
the gorge of Cerro Gordo— carried Perote and Puebla^ 
and planted the banner of burning stars and ever- 
multiplying stripes on the towers of the city of the 
Axtecs. 

The thirtieth Congress assembles in this conjunc- 
ture, and the debates are solemn, earnest, and bewil- 
dering. Interest, passion, conscience, freedom, and 
humanity, all have their advocates. Shall new loans 
and levies be granted to prosecute still farther a war 
so glorious ? or shall it be abandoned t Shall we be 

* DeliTcfed belbfti Ihe L^bklon of New Yi^ bjr Wjsl H. 3«ward* 
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content with the humiliation of the foe T or shall we 
complete his subjugation? Would that severity be 
magnanimous, or even just 7 Nay, is the war itself 
just 7 Who provoked, and by what unpardonable 
offence, this disastrous strife between two eminent 
Republics, so scandalous to Democratic Institutions ? 
Where shall we trace anew the ever-advancing line of 
our empire 7 Shall it be drawn on the shore of the 
Rio Grande, or on the summit of the Sierra Madre 7 
or shall Mexican Independence be extinguished, and 
our eagle close his adventurous pinions only when he 
looks off upon the waves that separate us from the 
Indies 7 Does Freedom own and accept our profuse 
oblations of blood, or does she reject the sacrifice 7 
Will these conquests extend her domain, or will they 
be usurped by ever-grasping slavery? What effect 
will this new-bom ambition have upon ourselves? 
Will it leave us the virtue to continue the career of 
social progress 7 How shall we govern the conquered 
people? Shall we incorporate their mingled races 
with ourselves, or rule them with the despotism of pro- 
consular power 7 Can we preserve these remote and 
hostile possessions in any way, without forfeiting our 
own blood-bought heritage of freedom 7 

Steam and lightning, which have become docile 
messengers, make the American people listeners to this 
high debate, and anxiety, and interest, intense and 
universal, absorb them all. Suddenly the council is 
dissolved. Silence is in the capitol, and sorrow has 
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thrown its pall over the land. What new event is 
this ? Has some Cromwell closed the legislative cham« 
bers 7 or has some Caesar, returning from his distant 
conquests, passed the Rubicon, seized the purple, and 
fallen in the Senate beneath the swords of self-appointed 
executioners of his country's vengeance ? No I noth- 
ing of all this. What means, then, this abrupt and 
fearful silence T What unlocked for calamity has 
quelled the debates of the Senate and calmed the 
excitement of the people ? An old man, whose tongue 
once indeed was eloquent, but now through age had 
well nigh lost its cunning, has fallen into the swoon of 
death. He was not an actor in the drama of con- 
quest — ^nor had his feeble voice yet mingled in the 
lofty argument — 

" A grey-haired sire, whose eye intent 
Was on the Tiaioned Aiture bent/' 

And now he has dreamed out at last the troubled 
dream of life. Sighs of unavailing grief ascend to 
Heaven. Panegyric, fluent in long-stifled praise, per- 
forms its office. The army and the navy pay conven- 
tional honors, with the pomp of national woe, and then 
the hearse moves onward. It rests appropriately, on 
its way, in the hall where independence was proclaimed, 
and again under the dome where freedom was bom. 
At length the tomb of John Adams opens to receive a 
BON, who also, bom a subject of a king, had stood as a 
representative of his emancipated country, before prin- 
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dptlitiei and powers, and hid won by merit, and 
worn without reproach, the honors of the Republic. 

From that scene, so impressive in itself, and impres- 
sive because it never before happened, and can never 
happen again, we have come up to this jdace sur- 
rounded with the decent dn^pery of public mourning; 
on a day set apart by authority, to recite the history 
of the citizen, who, in the ripeness of age, and fulness 
of honors, has thus descended to his rest. It is fit to 
do so, because it is by such exercises that nations re- 
generate their early virtues and renew their constitu- 
tions. All nations must perpetually renovate their 
virtues and their constitutions, or perish. Never was 
there more need to renovate ours than now, when we 
seem to be passing from the safe old policy of peace 
and moderation into a career of conquest and martial 
renown. Never was the duty of preserving our free 
institutions in all their purity, more obvious than it is 
now, when they have become beacons to mankind in 
what seems to be a general dissolution of their ancient 
social systems. 

The history of John Quincy Adams is one that 
opens no new truth in the philosophy of virtue ; for 
there is no undiscovered truth in that philosophy. But 
it is a history that sheds marvellous confirmation on 
maxims which all mankind know, and yet are prone 
to undervalue and forget. The exalted character 
before us was formed by the combination of virtue, 
courage, assiduity, and modesty, under favorable con- 
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ditions, with native talent and genius, and iHustrates 
the truth, that in morals as in nature, simplicity is 
the chief element of the sublime. 

John Quincy Adams was fortunate in his lineage ; 
in the period, and in the place of his nativity ; in all 
the circumstances of education ; in the age and coun- 
try in which he lived ; in the incidents, as well as the 
occasions of his public service ; and in the period and 
manner of his death. He was a descendant from one 
of the Puritan planters of Massachusetts, and a son of 
the most intrepid actor in the Revolution of Independ- 
ence. Quincy, the place of his birth, is a plain, 
bounded on the west by towering granite hills, and 
swept without defence by every wind from the ocean. 
Its soil in ancient times was as sterile as its climate is 
always rigorous. 

Bom on the eleventh day of July, 1767, in the hour 
of the agitation of rebellion, and reared within sight 
and sound of gathering war, the earliest political ideas 
he received were such as John Adams then uttered — 
'* We must fight.** " Sink or swim — ^live or die — sur- 
vive or perish with my country, is my unalterable de- 
termination." A mother fervently pious, and eminent 
in intellectual gifts, directed with more than maternal 
assiduity and solicitude the education of him who was 
to render her own name immortal. Never quite di- 
vorced from home, yet twice, and for long periods in 
his youth, a visitor in Europe, he enjoyed always the 
parental discipline of one of the founders of the Amer- 
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ican State, and often the daily conversation of Franklin 
and Jefferson ; and combined travel in France, Spain, 
England, Holland, Denmark, Sweden, and Russia, 
and even diplomatic experience, with the instructions 
of the schods of Paris, of the University at Leyden, 
and of Harvard University at Cambridge; and all 
these influences fell upon him at a period when his 
country, then opening the way to human liberty 
through trials of fire, fixed the attention of mankind. 

The establishment of the Republic of the United 
States of America, is the most important secular event 
in the history of the human race. It did not disen- 
tangle the confused theory of the origin of Govern- 
ment, but cut through the bonds of power existing by 
prescription, at a blow ; and thus directly and imme- 
diately affected the opinions and the actions of men in 
every part of the civilized world. It animated them 
everywhere to seek freedom from despotic power and 
aristocratic restraint Whenever aiul wherever they 
have since moved, either by peaceful agitation or by 
physical force, to meliorate systems of government, 
whether in France at the close of the last century, or 
afterward on the second subversion of the elder branch 
of the Bourbons, or in the recent overthrow of the 
constitutional king, or in Ireland, or in England, or in 
Italy, or in Greece, or in South America, whether they 
succeeded or failed, there, in the tumult or in the strife, 
was the spirit of the American Revolution. ** It gave 
an example of a great people, not merely emancipating 
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themielyes, but governing themselves, withoot either a 
monarch to control, or an aristocracy to restrain them ; 
and it demonstrated, for the first time in the history of 
the world, contrary to the predictions and theories of 
speculative philosophy, that a great nation, when duly 
prepared, is capable of self-government by purely re- 
publican institutions." 

But the establishment of the American Republic was 
too great an achievement to be made all at once. It 
was a drama of five grand acts, each of which filled a 
considerable period, and called upon the stage actors 
of peculiar powers and distinguished virtues. Those 
acts were, colonization, preparation, revolution, organ- 
ization, consolidation. 

Two of these acts were closed before John Quincy 
Adams was born. The third, the revolution, the 
shortest of them all, dazzles the contemplation by the 
rapidity and the martial character of its incidents. 
The fourth, the organization of the Grovemment, by 
the splendors of genius elicited, and the felicity of the 
new form of government presented, satisfies the super- 
ficial inquirer that, when the Constitution had been 
adopted, nothing remained to perfect the great achieve- 
ment. But other nations have had successful revolu-^ 
tions, and have set up free constitutions, and have yet 
sunk again under reinvigorated despotism. The con- 
solidation of the American Republic — the crowning 
act — occupied forty years, reaching from 1789 to 1829. 
During that period, John Quincy Adams participated 



Digitized by 



Google 



864 BULOOT. 

coDtinnally in public affairs, and ultimately became the 
principal actor. 

The new Government was purely an experiment In 
opposition to the fixed habits of mankind, it established 
suffrage practically universal, and representation so 
perfect that not one Legislative House only, but both 
Houses; not legislative officers only, but all officers, 
executive, ministerial, and even judicial, were di- 
rectly or indirectly elected by the people. The longest 
term of the senatorial trust was but six years, and the 
shortest only two, and even the tenure of the execu- 
tive power was only four years. This Government, 
betraying so much popular jealousy, was invested with 
only special and limited sovereignty. The conduct 
of merely municipal afiairs was distributed within the 
States, among Governments even more popular than 
the federal structure, and without whose ever-renewed 
support that structure must fall. 

The Government thus constituted, so new, so com- 
plex and artificial, was to be consolidated, in the midst 
of difficulties at home, and of dangers abroad. The 
constitution had been adopted only upon convictions 
of absolute necessity, and with evanescent dispositions 
of compromise. By nearly half of the people it was 
thought too feeble to sustain itself, and secure the 
rights for which governments are instituted among 
men. By as many it was thought liable to be converted 
into an over-shadowing despotism, more formidable 
and more odious than the monarchy which had been 
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subverted. These conflicting opinions revealed them- 
selves in like discordance upon every important ques- 
tion of administration, and were made the basis of 
parties, which soon became jealous and irreconcilable, 
and ultimately inveterate, and even in some degree 
disloyal. 

These domestic feuds were aggravated by perniclooj 
influences from Europe. In the progress of western 
civilization, the nations of the earth had become social. 
The new Kepublie could not, like the Celestial Empire, 
or that of Japan, confine itself within its own bound* 
aries, and exist without national intercourse. It had 
entered the family of nations. But the position it was 
to assume, and the advantages it was to be allowed to 
enjoy, were yet to be ascertained and fixed. Its inde- 
pendence, confessed to be only a doubtful experiment 
at home, was naturally thought ephemeral in Europe, 
Its example was ominous, and the European Powers 
willingly believed that, if discountenanced and baffled, 
America would soon relapse into colonial stibjugation. 
Such prejudices were founded in the fixed habits of 
society. Not only the thirteen colonies, but the whole 
American hemisphere, had been governed by European 
States from the period of its discovery. The very 
soil belonged to the trans-atlantic monarchs by dis- 
covery, or by ecclesiastical gift. Dominion over it 
attached by divine right to their persons, and drew 
after it obligations of inalienable allegiance upon those 
who became the inhabitants of the new world. The 
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new world was indeed divided between di&rent 
powers, but the system of government was the same. 
It was administered for the benefit of the parental 
State alone. Each power prohibited all foreign trade 
with its Colonies, and all intercourse between them and 
other plantations, supplied its Colonies with what they 
needed from abroad, interdicted their manufactures, 
and monopolized their trade. The prevalence of this 
system over the whole continent of America and the 
adjacent islands prevented all enterprize in the ccrfonies, 
discouraged all improvement, and retarded their prog- 
ress to independence. 

The American Revolution sundered these bonds only 
so far as they confined thirteen of the British Colonies, 
and left the remaining British dominions, and the con- 
tinent, from Georgia around Cape Horn to the Northern 
Ocean, under the same thraldom as before. Even the 
United States had attained only physical independence. 
The moral influences of the colonial system oppressed 
them still. Their trade^ their laws, their science, their 
literature, their social connections, their ecclesiastical 
relations, their manners and their habits, were still 
colonial ; and their thoughts continually clung around 
the ancient and majestic States of the Eastern Con- 
tinent 

The American Revolution, so happily concluded here, 
broke out in France simultaneously with the beginning 
of Washington's administration. The French nation 
passed in fifteen years from absolute despotism under 
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Louis XVI., through all the phases of democracy to a 
military despotism under Napoleon Bonaparte; and 
retained, through all these changes, only two character- 
istics — unceasing ferocity of faction, and increasing 
violence of aggression against foreign States. The 
scandal of the French Revolution fell back upon the 
United States of America, who were regarded as the 
first disturbers of the ancient social system. The prin- 
cipal European monarchs combined, under the guidance 
of England, to arrest the presumptuous career of France 
and extirpate democracy by the sword. Neveitheless, 
the republican cause, however odious in Europe, was 
our national cause. The sympathies of a large portion 
of the American people could not be withdrawn from 
the French nation, which always claimed, even when 
marshalled into legions under the Corsican conqueror, 
to be fighting the battles of freedom ; while, on the 
other side, the citizens who regarded innovation as 
worse than tyranny, considered England and her allies 
as engaged in sustaining the cause of order, of govern- 
ment, and of society itself. 

The line already drawn between the American 
people in regard to their organic law, naturally became 
the dividing line of the popular sympathies in the great 
European conflict. Thus deeply furrowed, that line 
became " a great gulf fixed." The Federal party un- 
consciously became an English party, although it in- 
dignantly disowned the epithet ; and the Republican 
party became a French party, although with equal 
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sincerity it denied the gross impeachment Each bel- 
ligerent was thus encouraged to hope for aid from 
the United States, through the ever-expected triumph 
of its friends; while both conceived contemptuous 
opinions of a people who, from too eager interest in a 
foreign fray, suffered their own national rights to 
be trampled upon with impunity by the contending 
States. 

Washington set the new machine of government in 
motion. He formed his cabinet of recognized leaders 
of the adverse parties. Hamilton and Knox of the 
Federal party were balanced by Jefferson and Ran- 
dolph of the adverse party. ** Washington took part 
with neither, but held the balance between them with 
the scrupulous justice which marked his lofty nature.** 
On the 25th of April, 1793, he announced the neutrality 
of the United States between the belligerents, and his 
decision, without winning the respect of either, exas- 
perated both. Each invaded our national rights more 
flagrantly than before, and excused the injustice by 
the plea of necessary retaliation against its adversary* 
and each found willing apologists in a sympathizing 
faction in our own country. 

Commercial and political relations were to be estab- 
lished between the United States and the European 
Powers in this season of conflict. Ministers were 
needed who could maintain and vindicate abroad the 
same impartiality practised by Washington at home. 
There was one citizen eminently qualified for such a 
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trust in such a conjuncture. Need I say that citizen 
was the younger Adams, and that Washington had the 
sagacity to discover him T 

John Quincy Adams successively completed mis- 
sions at the Hague and at Berlin, in the period inter- 
vening between 1794 and 1801, with such advantage 
and success, that in 1802 h^ was honored by his native 
commonwealth with a seat as her representative in the 
Senate of the United States. The insults offered to 
our country by the belligerents increased in aggrava- 
tion as the contest between them became more violent 
and convulsive. France, in 1804, laid aside even the 
name and forms of a Republic, and the first consul, 
dropping the emblems of popular power, placed the 
long-coveted diadem upon his brow, where its jewels 
sparkled among the laurels he had won in the conquest 
of Italy. Washington's administration had passed 
away, leaving the American people in sullen discon- 
tent. John Adams had succeeded, and had atoned 
by the loss of power for the ofience he had given by 
causing a just but unavailing war to be declared 
against France. Jefferson was at the head of the 
Government ; he thought the belligerents might be re- 
duced to forbearance by depriving them of our com- 
mercial contributions of supplies, and recommended, 
first an embargo, and then non-intercourse. Britain 
was an insular and France a continental power. The 
effects of these measures would therefore be more 
severe on the former than on the latter, and, unhappily, 
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they were more serefe on oar own ootmtry than on 
either of the oflbnders. 

Massachusetts was the chief commercial State in 
the Union. She saw the ruin c^ her commerce in- 
volved in the policy of Jefierson, and regarded it as 
an unworthy concession to the usurper of the French 
throne. In this emei^ncy John Quincy Adams turned 
his back on Massachusetts, and threw into the uprising 
scale of the administration^ the weight of his talents 
and of his already eminent fame. Massachusetts in- 
structed the recusant to recant. He refused to obey, 
and resigned his place. His change of poKtical rela- 
tions astounded the country, and, with the customary 
charity of partisan zeal, was attributed to vensdity. It 
is now seen by us in the light reflected upon it by the 
habitual independence, unquestioned purity, and lofty 
patriotism of his whole life ; and thus seen, constitutes 
only the first marked one of many instances wherein 
he broke the green withes which party fastened upon 
him, Bjid maintained the cause of his country, referring 
the care of his fame to God and to an impartial pos* 
terity. Like Decimus Brutus, whom Julius Ceesar 
saluted among his executioners with the exclamation 
** Et tUy BrtUe /" John Quincy Adams was not unfaith- 
ful, but he could not be obliged where he was not left 
free. 

Jefferson retired in 1800, leaving to his successor, 
the scholastic and peace-loving Madison, the perilous 
legacy of perplexed foreign relations, and embittered 
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domestic feuds. Great Britain now filled the measure 
of exasperation by insolently searching our vessels on 
the high seas, and impressing into her marine all whom 
she chose to suspect of having been bom in her alle- 
giance, even though they had renounced it and had 
assumed the relations of American citizens. War was 
therefore imminent and inevitable. Russia was then 
coming forward to a position of commanding influence 
in Europe, and her youthful Emperor Alexander had 
won, by his chivalrous bearing, the respect of mankind. 
John Quincy Adams was wisely sent by the United 
States, to establish relations of amity with the great 
power of the North ; and while he was thus engaged, 
the flames of European war, which had been so long 
averted, involved his own country. War was declared 
against Great Britain. 

It was just It was necessary. Yet it was a war 
that dared Great Britain to re-assert her ancient sov- 
ereignty. It was a war with a power whose wealth 
and credit were practically inexhaustible, a power 
whose navy rode unchecked over all the seas, and 
whose impregnable garrisons encircled the globe. 

Against such a power the war was waged by a 
nation that had not yet accumulated wealth, nor estab- 
lished credit, nor even opened avenues suitable for 
transporting munitions of war through its extended 
territories — that had only the germ of a navy, an in- 
considerable army, and not one substantial fortress. 
Yet such a war, under such circumstances, was de- 
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nounced as unnecessary and unjust, though for no 
better reason than because greater contumelies had 
been endured at the hands of France. Thus a do- 
mestic feud, based on the very question of the war 
itself, enervated the national strength, and encouraged 
the mighty adversary. 

The desperate valor displayed at Chippewa and 
Lundy's Lane, at Fort Erie and Plattsburgh, and the 
brilliant victories won in contests between single ships 
of war on the ocean and armed fleets on the lakes, 
vindicated the military prowess of the United States, 
but brought us no decisive advantage. A suspension 
of the conflict in Europe followed Napoleon's disas- 
trous invasion of Russia, and left America alone op- 
posed to her great adversary. Peace was necessary, 
because the national credit was exhausted — because 
the fortunes of the war were inclining against us — and 
because the opposition to it was ripening into disorgan- 
izing councils. Adams had prepared the way by 
securing the mediation of Alexander. Then, in that 
critical period, associated with Russell, Bayard, the 
learned and versatile Gallatin, and the eloquent and 
chivalric Clay, he negotiated with firmness, with assi- 
duity, with patience, and with consummate ability, a 
definitive treaty of peace^-a treaty of peace which, 
although it omitted the causes of the war already ob- 
solete, saved and established and confirmed in its whole 
integrity the independence of the Republic — a treaty 



Digitized by 



Google 



EULOGY. 373 

of p>eace that yet endures, and, we willingly hope, may 
endure forever. 

After fulfilling a subsequent mission at the Court of 
St. James, the pacificator entered the domestic service 
of the country as Secretary of State in the administra- 
tion of James Monroe ; and at the expiration of that 
administration became President of the United States. 
He attained the honors of the Republic at the age of 
fifty-seven, in the forty-ninth year of independence. 
He was sixth in the succession, and with him closed 
the line of Chief Magistrates who had rendered to their 
country some tribute of their talents in civil or military 
service in the war of independence. 

John Quincy Adams, on entering civil life, had found 
the Republic unstable. He retired in 1829, leaving it 
firmly established. It was thus his happy fortune to 
preside at the completion of that work of consolidation 
the beginning of which was the end of the labors of 
Washington. 

John Quincy Adams engaged in this great work 
while yet in private life, in 1793. He showed to his 
fellow-citizens, in a series of essays, the inability of the 
French people to maintain free institutions at that time, 
and the consequent necessity of American neutrality 
in the European war. These publications aided 
Washington so much the more because they antici- 
pated his own decision. Adams sustained the same 
great cause when he strengthened the administration 
of Jeflferson against the preponderating influence of 
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Great Britain. His diplomatic services in Holland and 
Russia secured, at a critical period, a favorable con- 
sideration in the Courts of those countries, which con- 
duced to the same end ; and his brilliant success in 
restoring peace to the country so sorely pressed, re- 
lieved her from her enemies, reassured her, and gave to 
sceptical Europe conclusive proof that her republican 
institutions were destined to endure. 

The administration of John Quincy Adams blends 
so intimately with that of Monroe, in which he was 
chief Minister, that no dividing line can be drawn 
between them. Adams may be said, without deroga- 
tion from the fame of Monroe, to have swayed the 
Government during his presidency; and with equal 
truth, Monroe may be admitted to have continued his 
administration through that of his successor. 

The consolidation of the Republic required that fac- 
tion should be extinguished. Monroe began this diffi- 
cult task cautiously, and pursued it with good eflfect 
John Quincy Adams completed the achievement The 
dignity and moderation which marked his acceptance 
of the highest trust which a free people could confer, 
beautifully foreshadowed the magnanimity with which 
it was to be discharged. He confessed himself deeply 
sensible of the circumstances under which it had been 
conferred : — 

All my predecessors (he said) have been honored with majoridea 
of the electoral voices, in the primary colleges. It has been my 
fintune to be placed, by the div^na of sentiment prevailing dmcmg 



Digitized by 



Google 



Kt7LO«T. 875 

oar covntrjmen, on tUs oeoaskn, in competitioa, fHendly and hon- 
ofable, with three of my fellow-citizens, all justly enjoying, in emi- 
nent degrees, die pohlic laTor ; and of whose worth, talents and 
services, no one entertains a higher and more respectful sense than 
myselt The names of two of them were, in the fulfilment of the 
provisionB of the constitution, presented to the selection of the 
House of Representatives, in ccmcurrence with my own, names 
closely associated with die glory of the nation, and one of them 
farther recommended by a larger majority of the primary electoral 
suflfrages than mine. In this state of things, could my refusal to 
accept the trust thus delegated to me give an opportunity to the 
people to form and to express, with a nearer approach to imanim- 
ity, the object of their preference, I should not hesitate to decline 
the acceptance of this eminent charge, and to submit the dedsicm 
of this momentous question again to their determination. 

It argued a noble consciousness of virtue to express, 
on such an occasion, so ingenuously, the emotions of a 
generous ambition. 

He displayed the same great quality no less when he 
called to the post of chief Minister, in spite of clamors 
of corruption, Henry Clay, that one of his late rivals 
who alone among his countrymen had the talents and 
generosity which the responsibilities of the period 
exacted. 

John Quincy Adams signalized his accession to the 
post of dangerous elevation by avowing the sentiments 
concerning parties by which he was inflexibly governed 
throughout his administration : — 

Of the two great political parties [he said] which have divided 
the opinions and feelings of our country, the candid and the just 
will now admit, that both have contributed splendid talents, spotless 
integrity, ardent patriotism, and disinterested sacrifices, to the for- 
mation and administration of the Government, and that both have 
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required a liberal indulgence for a portion of human infirmity and 
error. The revolationary wars of Europe, commencing preciaeljr 
at the moment when the Government of the United States first went 
into operation under the constitution, excited collisions of senti- 
ments, and of sympathies, which kindled all the passions and em- 
bittered the conflict of parties, till the nation was involved in war» 
and tlie Union was shaken to its centre. This time of trial em- 
braced a period of five-and-twenty years, during which the policy 
of the Union in its relations with Europe constituted the principal 
basis of our own political divisions, and the most arduous part of 
action of the Federal Government With the catastrophe in which 
the wars of the French Revolution terminated, and our own subse- 
quent peace with Great Britain, this baneful weed of party strife 
was uprooted. From that time no difierence of principle, connected 
with the theory of government, or with our intercourse with for- 
eign nations, has existed or been called forth in force sufficient to 
sustain a continued combination of parties, or given more than 
wholesome animation to public sentiment. or legislative debate. 
Our political creed, without a dissenting voice that can be heard, is 
that the will of the people is the source, and the happiness of the 
people is the end, of all legitimate government upon earth — that the 
best security for the beneficence, and the best guaranty against the 
abuse of power, consists in the freedom, the purity, and the fre- 
quency of popular elections. That the General Government of the 
Union, and the separate Governments of the States, are all sovereign- 
ties of legitimate powers ; fellow servants of the same masters, 
uncontrolled within their respective spheres— uncontrollable by en- 
croachments on each other. If there have been those who doubted 
whether a confederated representative democracy was a government 
competent to the wise and orderly management of the common 
concerns of a mighty nation, those doubts have been dispelled. If 
there have been projects of partial confederacies to be erected upon 
the ruins of the Union, they have been scattered to the winds. If 
there have been dangerous attachments to one foreign nation, and 
antipathies against another, they have been extinguished. Ten 
years of peace at home and abroad have assuaged the animosities 
of political contention and blended into harmony the most discord- 
ant elements of public opinion. There still remains one efllbrt of 
magnanimity, one sacrifice of prejudice and passion, to be made by 
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the indiyidoals throughout the nation who have heretofore followed 
the standards of political party. It is that of discarding every rem- 
nant of rancor against each other, of embracing, as coontrymen 
and friends, and of yielding to talents and virtue alone that confi- 
dence which, in times of contention for principle, was bestowed 
only upon those who bore the badge of party communion. 

During the administration of John Quincy Adams, 
he was really the Chief Magistrate. He submitted 
neither his reason nor his conscience to the control of 
any partisan cabal. No man was appointed to office 
in obedience to political dictation, and no faithful pub- 
lic servant was proscribed. The result rewarded his 
magnanimity. Faction ceased to exist. When South 
Carolina, a few years afterward, assumed the very 
ground that the ancient republican party had indicated 
as lawful and constitutional, and claimed the right and 
power to set aside, within her own limits, acts of Con- 
gi^ss which she pronounced void, because they tran- 
scended the Federal authority, she called on the re- 
publican party throughout the Union in vain. The 
dangerous heresy had been renounced forever. Since 
that time there has been no serious project of a combi- 
nation to resist the laws of the Union, much less of a 
conspiracy to subvert the Union itself. 

What though the elements of political strife remain ? 
They are necessary for the life of free States. What 
though there still are parties, and the din and turmoil 
of their contests are ceaselessly heard? They are 
founded now on questions of mere administration, or 
on the more ephemeral questions of personal merit 
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Soch parties are dangerous only in the decline, not in 
the vigor of Republics. Rome was no longer fit for 
freedom, and needed a Dictator and a Sovereign, when 
Pompey and Caesar divided the citizens. What though 
the magnanimity of Adams was not appreciated, and 
his contemporaries preferred hb military competitor in 
the subsequent election f The sword gathers none 
but ripe fruits, and the masses of any people will some- 
times prefer them to the long maturing harvest, which 
the statesmen of the living generations sow, to be reaped 
by their successors. For all this Adams cared not. 
He had extinguished the factions which for forty years 
had endangered the State. He had left on the records 
of history instructions and an example teaching how 
faction could be overthrown, and his country might 
resort to them when danger should recur. For him- 
self he knew well, none knew better, that 

** He who ascends to mountain-tops shall find 

The loftiest peaks most wrapt in clonds and snow. 
He who sorpasses or snbdoes mankind, 

Must look down on the hate of those below. 
Though high above the sun of glory glow, 

And far beneath the earth and ocean spread, 
RouTui him are icy rocks, and loudly blow 
Contending tempests on his naked head. 
And thus reward the toils which to their summits led." 

The federal authority had so long been factiously 
opposed, that the popular respect for its laws needed 
to be renewed. The State of Georgia presented the 
fit occasion. She insisted on expelling, forcibly, rem- 
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nants of Indian tribes, within her limits, in virtue of a 
treaty which was impeached for fraud, and came for 
revision before the Supreme Court and the Senate. 
The President met the emergency with boldness and 
decision. The demonstration thus given that good 
faith should be practised, and the law have its way, no 
matter how unequal the litigating parties, operated 
favorably toward restoring the moral influence of the 
Gk>vemment. That influence, although sometimes 
checked, has recently increased in strength, until the 
federal authority is universally regarded as final, and 
liberty again walks confidently hand in hand with law. 
John Quincy Adams ** loved peace and ensued it.** 
He loved peace as a Christian, because war was at 
enmity with the spirit and precepts of a religion which 
he held to be divine. As a statesman and magistrate, 
he loved peace, because war was not merely injurious 
to national prosperity, but because, whether successful 
or adverse, it was subversive of liberty. Democracies 
are prone to war, and war consumes them. He fa- 
vored, therefore, all the philanthropic eflforts of the age 
to cultivate the spirit of peace, and looked forward 
with benevolent hope to the ultimate institution of a 
General Congress of nations for the adjustment of their 
controversies. But he was no visionary and no enthu- 
siast. He knew that as yet war was often inevitable — 
that pusillanimity provoked it, and that national honor 
was national property of the highest value ; because it 
wai the best national defence. He admitted only de- 
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fensive war — ^but he did not narrowly define it He 
held that to be a defensive war, which was waged to 
sustain what could not be surrendered or relinquished 
without compromising the independence, the just influ- 
ence, or even the proper dignity of the State. Thus 
he had supported the war with Great Britain — thus in 
later years he sustained President Jackson in his bold 
demonstration against France, when that power wan- 
tonly refused to perform the stipulations it had made 
in a treaty of indemnity ; and thus he yielded his sup- 
port to what was thought a warlike measure of the 
present administration in the diplomatic controversy 
with Great Britain concerning the Territory of Oregon. 
The living and the dead have mutual rights, and there- 
fore it must be added that he considered the present 
war with Mexico as unnecessary, unjust, and criminal. 
His opinion on this exciting question is among those 
on which he referred himself to that future age which 
he so often constituted the umpire between himself and 
his contemporaries. 

With such principles on the subject of war, be 
regarded the establishment of a system of national 
defence as a necessary policy for consolidating the 
Republic. He prosecuted, therefore, on a large scale, 
the work of fortification, and defended against popular 
opposition the institution for the cultivation of mil- 
itary science, which has so recently vindicated that 
early favor through the learning, valor, patriotism and 
humanity exhibited by its pupils on the fields of Mexico. 
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Bat with that jealousy of the military spirit which 
never forsakes the wise repablican statesman, he co- 
operated in reducing the army to the lowest scale 
commensurate with its necessary efficiency : 

It was a vain and dangerous delusion (he said) to believe that in 
the present or any probable condition of the world, a commerce so 
extensive as ours could exist without the continual support of a 
military marine — the only arm by which the power of a con- 
federacy could be estimated or felt by foreign nations, and the 
only standing force which could never be dangerous to our own 
liberties. 

The enlargement of our navy, under the influence 
of these opinions, is among the measures of national 
consolidation we owe to him ; and the institution for 
naval education we enjoy, is a recent result of his 
early suggestions. 

But John Quincy Adams relied for national security 
and peace mainly on an enlightened and broad system 
of civil policy. He looked through the future com- 
binations of States, and studied the accidents to which 
they were exposed, that he might seasonably remove 
causes of future conflict. His genius, when exercised 
in this lofty duty, played in its native element. He 
had cordially approved the measures by which Wash- 
ington had secured the free navigation of the Missis- 
sippi. He approved the acquisition of Louisiana, 
although with Jeflerson he insisted on a preliminary 
amendment of the constitution for that purpose. He 
had no narrow bigotry, concerning the soil to which 
the institutions of our fathers should be confined, and 
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no loeal prejudice againet their extefidon in any direc* 
lion required by the puMie security, if the extenaicHi 
flhottld be made with justice, honor, and humanity. 

The acqubition of Louisiana had only given us addi- 
tional territory, fruitful in new commerce, to be exposed 
to dangers which remain to be overcome. Spain still 
possessed, beside the Island of Cuba, the Peninsula of 
the Floridas, and thus held the keys of the Mississippi 
The real independence, the commercial and the moral 
independence, of the United States, remained to be 
effected at the close of the European wars, and of our 
own war with England. Our political independence 
had been confirmed, and that was all. John Quincy 
Adams addressed himself, as Secretary of State, to the 
subversion of what remained of the colonial system. 
He commenced by an auspicious purchase of the Flor- 
idas, which gave us important maritime advantages on 
the Gulf of Mexico, while it continued our Atlantic 
sea-board unbroken from the Bay of Fundy to the 
Sabine. 

The ever-advanciog American Revolution was at 
the same time opening the way to complete disinthral- 
ment The Spanish-American Provinces revolted, 
and seven new Republics, with constitutions not 
widely differing from our own — Buenos Ayres, Guate- 
mala, Colombia, Mexico, Chili, Central America, and 
Peru — suddenly claimed audience and admission among 
the nations of the earth. The people of those coun- 
tries were but doubtfully prepared to maintain their 
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contest for mdependence, or to support republican 
institqtions. But on the other side Spain was ener- 
vated and declining. She applied to the Holy League 
of Europe for their aid, and the new Republics ap- 
plied to the United- States for that recognition which 
could not fail to impact strength. The question was 
momentous. The ancient colonial system was at stake. 
All Europe was interested in maintaining it. The 
Holy League held Europe fast bound to the rock of 
despotism, and were at liberty to engage the United 
States in a war for the subversion of their independ- 
ence, if they should dare to extend their aid or pro- 
tection to the rebellious Colonies in South America. 

Such a war would be a war of the two continents — 
an univei*sal war. Who could foretell its termination, 
or its dread results ? But the emancipation of Spanish 
America was necessary for our own larger freedom, 
and our own complete security. That freedom and 
that security required that the nations of Europe should 
relax their grasp on the American Continent. The 
question was long and anxiously debated. The Amer- 
ican people hesitated to hazard, for speciilative advan- 
tagesy the measures of independence already obtained. 
Monroe and Adams waited calmly and firmly. The 
impassioned voice of Henry Clay rose from the Cham- 
ber of Representatives. It rang through the conti- 
nent like the notes of the clarion, inspiring South 
America with new resolution, and North America with 
the confidence the critical occasion demanded. That 
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noble appeal was answered. South America stood 
firm, and North America was ready. Then it was 
that John Quincy Adams, with those generous impulses 
which the impatient blood of his revolutionary sire 
always prompted, and with that enlightened sagacity 
which never misapprehended the interests of his coun- 
try, nor mistook the time nor the means to secure them, 
obtained from the administration and from Congress 
the acknowledgment of the independence of the 
young American nations. To give decisive effect 
to this great measure, Monroe, in 1823, solemnly de- 
clared to the world, that thenceforth any attempt by 
any foreign power to establish the colonial system in 
any part of this continent, already emancipated, would 
be resisted as an aggression against the independence of 
the United States. On the accession of Adams to the 
administration of the Government, the vast American 
continental possessions of Brazil separated themselves 
from the crown of Portugal and became an indepen- 
dent State. Adams improved these propitious and sub- 
lime events by negotiating treaties of reciprocal trade 
with the youthful nations ; and, concurring with Mon- 
roe, accepted, in behalf of the United States, their 
invitation to a General Congress of American States 
to be held at Panama, to cement relations of amity 
among themselves, and to consider, if it should become 
necessary, the proper means to repel the apprehended 
interference of the Holy League of Europe. 

The last measure transcended the confidence of a 
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large and respectable portion of the American people. 
But its moral effect was needed to secure the stability 
of the South American Republics. Adams persevered, 
and, in defending his course, gave notice to the powers 
of Europe, by this bold declaration, that the determina- 
tion of the United States was inflexible : — 

** If it be ftsked, whether this meeting, and the principles which 
may be adjusted and settled by it, as rules of intercoorse between 
American nations, may not give nmbiage to European powers, or 
ofibnce to Spain, it is deemed a sufficient answer, that our attend- 
ance at Panama can give no just cause of umbrage or ofl^ce to 
either, and that the United States will stipulate nothing there, which 
can give such cause. Here the right of inquiry into our purposes 
and measures must stop. The Holj League oi Europe, itself, was 
formed without inquiring of the United States, whether it would or 
would not give umbrage to them. The fear of gi^ong umbrage to 
the Holy I^eague of Europe was urged as a motive for denying to 
the American nations the acknowledgment of their independence. 
The Congress and the admimstration of that day consulted their 
rights and their duties, not their fears. The United States must stiU, 
as heretofore, take counsel from their duties, rather than their 
fears." 

Contrast, fellow-citizens, this declaration of John 
Quincy Adams, President of the United States in 
1825, with the proclamation of neutrality, between the 
belligerents of Europe, made by Washington in 1793, 
with the querrulous complaints of your Ministers 
against the French Directory and the British Ministry 
at the close of the last century^ and with the acts of 
embargo and non-intercourse at the beginning of the 
present century, destroying our own commerce to con- 
quer forbearanpe from the intolerant European powers. 

17 
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Learn from this contrast, the epoch of the consolida- 
tion of the Republic. Thus instructed, do honor to 
the statesman and magistrate by whom, not forgetting 
the meed due to his illustrious compeers, the colonial 
system was overthrown throughout Spanish America, 
and the independence of the United States was com- 
pletely and finally consummated. 

The intrepid and unwearied statesman now directed 
his attention to the remnants of the colonial system 
still preserved in the Canadas and West Indies. Great 
Britain, by parliamentary measures, had undermined 
our manufactures, and, receiving only our raw mate- 
rials, repaid us with fabrics manufactured from them, 
while she excluded us altogether from the canying 
trade with her colonial possessions. John Quincy 
Adams sought to counteract this injurious legislation, 
by a revenue system, which should restore the manu- 
facturing industry of the country, while he ofifered re- 
ciprocal trade as a compromise. His administration 
ended during a beneficial trial of this vigorous policy. 
But it taxed too severely the patriotism of some of the 
States, and was relinquished by his successors. 

Indolence begets degeneracy, and immobility is the 
first stage of dissolution. John Quincy Adams sought 
not merely to consolidate the Republic, but to perpetu- 
ate it. For this purpose he bent vast efforts, with suc- 
cess, to such a policy of internal improvement as would 
increase the facilities of communication and inter- 
course between the States, and bring into being that 
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9Peal iBteraal trade which must ev«r oonstUate the 
strongest bond of federal union. Wherever a light- 
house has been erected, on our sea-coast, on our lakes* 
or OH our rivers — ^wherever a mole or pier has been 
constructed or begun — wherever a channel obstructed 
by shoals or sawyers has been opened, or begun to be 
opened — ^wherever a canal or railroad, adapted to 
national uses, has been made or projected — there the 
eogineers of the United States^ during the administra- 
tion of John Quincy Adams, made explorations, and 
opened the way for a diligent prosecution of his de* 
signs by his successors. This policy, apparently so 
stupendous, was connected with a system of fiscal 
economy so rigorous, that the treasury augmented its 
stores, while the work of improvement went on ; the 
public debt, contracted in past wars, dissolved away, 
and the nation flourished in unexampled prosperity. 
John Quincy Adams administered the Federal Gov- 
ernment, while De Witt Clinton was presiding in the 
State of New York. It is refreshing to recall the 
noble emulation of these illustrious benefactors — an 
emulation that shows how inseparable sound philosophy 
is from true patriotism. 

If [said Adams, in his first annual message to the Congress oi 
the United States,] the power» ennmerated may be effectually 
broDgfat into action by laws promoting the improvement of agri- 
eiiltiii6,commOTce and mannfaotrnpes, theenkivatioB and en co niig e* 
i^ent of the mechanic arts, and of the elegant arts, the advance^ 
ment of literature, and the progress of the sciences, ornamental 
and profound, to refndn ton eorafcisfaig then fer the benefit of the 
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peqde wonM be to hide in the earth the talent committed to oar 
charge, would be treacheiy to the moat aacred of tmata. The vputi 
of improvement la abroad npon the earth. It atimnlatea the hearts, 
and sharpens the faculties, not of onr fellow-citizens alone, hot of 
the nations of Europe, and of their mlers. Whfle dwelling with 
pleasing satisfaction npon the superior excellence of onr political 
institutions, let us not be unmindful that liberty is power, that the 
nation blessed with the largest portion of liberty, must in proportion 
to its numbers be the moat powerful nation upcm earth, and that the 
tenure of power by man is, in the moral purposes of his CreatcHr, 
upon condition that it shall be exercised to ends of beneficence, to 
improve the condition of himself, and his fellow men. While for- 
eign natioDa, less blessed with that freedom which is power than 
ourselves, are advancing with gigantic strides in the career of pub- 
lic improvement, were we to slumber in indolence, or fold our anna 
and proclaim to the world that we are palsied by the will of our 
constituents, would it not be to cast away the bountiea of Provi- 
dence and doom ourselves to perpetual inferiority 7 In the course 
of the year now drawing to its close, we have beheld, under the 
auspices, and at the expense of one State of this Union, a new uni- 
versity unfolding its portals to the sons of science, and holding up 
the torch of human improvement to eyes that seek the light* We 
have seen, under the persevering and enlightened enterprise of 
another State, the waters of our Western lakes mingle with those 
of the ocean. If undertakings like these have been accomplished 
in the compass of a few years, by the authority of single members 
of our confederacy, can we, the representative authorities of the 
whole Union, fall behind our fellow servants in the exercise of 
the trust committed to us for the benefit of our common sovereign, 
by the accomplishment of works important to the whole and to 
which neither the authority nor the resources of any one State can 
be adequate? 

The disastrous career of many of the States, and 
the absolute inaction of others, since the responsibilities 
of internal improvement have been cast off by the 

• The University of VIxginia. 
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iederal authorities, and devolved upon the States, 
without other sources of revenue than direct taxation, 
and with no other motives to stimulate them than their 
own local interests, are a fitting commentary on the 
error of that departure from the policy of John Quincy 
Adams. If other comment were necessary, it would 
be found in the fact that States have revised and 
amended their constitutions, so as to abridge the 
power of their Legislatures to prosecute the beneficent 
enterprises which tlie Federal Government has de- 
volved upon them. The Smithsonian Institute, at the 
seat of Government, founded by the liberality of a 
cosmopolite, is that same university so earnestly re- 
commended by Adams for the increase and diffusion 
of knowledge among men. The exploration of the 
globe, for purposes of geographical and political knowl- 
edge, which has so recently been made under the 
authority of the Union, and with such noble results, 
was an enterprize conceived and suggested by the 
same statesman. The National Observatory at the 
capital, which is piercing the regions nearest to the 
throne of the eternal Author of the universe, is an 
emanation of the same comprehensive wisdom. 

Such was the administration of John Quincy Adams. 
Surely it exhibits enough done for duty and for fame — 
if the ancient philosopher said truly, that the duty of 
a statesman was to make the citizens happy, to make 
them firm in power, rich in wealth, splendid in glory, 
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end eminent in virtue, end that such eehievementi 
were the greatest and best of all works among men. 

But the measure of duty was not yet iulfiUed. The 
Republic thought it no longer had need of the services 
of Adams, and he bowed to its command. Two years 
elapsed, and lo I the priest was seen again beside the 
deserted altar, and a brighter, purer, and more lasting 
flame arose out of the extinguished embers. 

** He lodced in years. Bot in his yetrs were aeen 
A youthful vigor, an autumnal green." 

The Republic had been extended and consolidated ; 
but human slavery, which had been incorporated in it, 
was extended and consolidated also, and was spreading; 
so as to impair the strength of the great fabric on which 
the hopes of the nations were suspended. Slavery 
therefore must be restrained, and, without violence or 
injustice, must be abolished. The difficult task of re- 
moving it had been postponed by the statesmen of the 
Revolution, and had been delayed and forgotten by 
their successors. There were now resolute hearts and 
willing hands to undertake it, but who was strong 
enough, and bold enough to lead T Who had patience 
to bear with enthusiasm that overleaped its mark, and 
with intolerance that defeated its own generous pur- 
poses? Slaveholders had power, nay, the national 
power ; and strange to say, they had it with the nation's 
consent and sympathy. Who was bold enoi^h to pro- 
voke them, and bring the execration of the nation 
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down upon his own head 7 Who would do this, when 
even abolitionists themselves, rendered implacable by 
the manifestation of those sentiments of justice and 
moderation, without which the most humane cause, de- 
pending on a change of public opinion, cannot be con- 
ducted safely to a prosperous end, were ready to betray 
their own champion into the hands of the avenger ? 
That leader was found in the person of John Quincy 
Adams. He took his seat in the House of Represent- 
atives in 1831, without assumption or ostentation. 
Abolitionists placed in his hand petitions for the sup- 
pression of slavery in the District of Columbia, the seat 
of the federal authorities. He offered them to the 
House of Representatives, and they were rejected 
with contumely and scorn. Suddenly the alarm went 
forth, that the aged and venerable servant was retali- 
ating upon his country by instigating a servile war, that 
such a war must be avoided, even at the cost of 
sacrificing the freedom of petition and the freedom of 
debate, and that if the free States would not consent 
to make that sacrifice, then the Union should be dis- 
solved. This alarm had its desired effect. The House 
of Representatives, in 1837, adopted a rule of disci- 
pline, equivalent to an act, ordaining that no petition 
relating to slavery, nearly or remotely, should be read, 
debated or considered. The Senate adopted a like 
edict. The State authorities approved. Slavery was 
not less strongly entrenched behind the bulwark of 
precedents in the courts of law than in the fixed 
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habits of thought and action among the people. The 
people even in the free States denounced the discussion 
of slavery, and suppressed it by unlawful force. John 
Quincy Adams stood unmoved amid the storm. He 
knew that the only danger incident to political reform, 
was ttie danger of delaying it too long. The French 
Revolution had made this an axiom of political science. 
If, indeed, the discussion of slavery was so hazardous 
as was pretended, it had been deferred too long already. 
The advocates of slavery had committed a fatal error. 
They had abolished freedom of speech and freedom o( 
petition to save an obnoxious institution. As soon as 
the panic should subside, the people would demand the 
restoration of those precious rights, and would scruti- 
nize with fearless fidelity the cause for which they had 
been suppressed. He offered petition after petition, 
each bolder and more importunate than the last. He 
debated questions, kindred to those which were for- 
bidden, with the firmness and fervor of his noble nature. 
For age 

Had not quenched the open trnth 
And fiery vehemence of yonth. 

Soon he gained upon his adversaries. District after 
district sent champions to his side. States reconsid- 
ered, and resolved in his behalf. He saw the tide was 
turning, and then struck one bold blow, not now for 
freedom of petition and debate, but a stroke of bold 
and retaliating warfare. He offered a resolution de- 
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clariag that the following amendments of the constitu- 
tion of the United States be submitted to the. people of 
the several States for their adoption : 

FroiD and after the fourth day of July, 1842, there shall be, through- 
out the United States, no hereditary slavery, but on and after 
that day every child bom within the United States shall be free. 

With the exception of the Territory of Florida, there shall, hence- 
forth, never be admitted into this Union, any State the constitu- 
tion of which shall tolerate within the same the existence of 

SLAVERY. 

In 1845, the obnoxious rule of the House of Repre- 
sentatives was rescinded. The freedom of debate and 
petition was restored, and the unrestrained and irre- 
pressible discussion of slavery by the press and political 
parties began. For the rest, the work of emancipation 
abides the action, whether it be slow or fast, of the 
moral sense of the American people. It depends not 
on the zeal and firmness only of the reformers, but on 
their wisdom and moderation also. Stoicism, that had 
no charity for error, never converted any human so- 
ciety to virtue ; Christianity, that remembers the true 
nature of man, has encompassed a large portion of the 
globe. How long emancipation may be delayed, is 
among the things concealed from our knowledge, but 
not so the certain result. The perils of the enterprize 
are already passed — ^its difficulties have already been 
removed — ^when it shall have been accomplished it will 
be justly regarded as the last noble efibrt which ren- 
dered the Republic imperishable. 

17* 
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Then the merit of the great achievement will be 
awarded to John Quincy Adams ; and by none more 
gratefally than by the communities on whom the insti- 
tution of slavery has brought the calamity of prema- 
ture and consumptive decline, in the midst of free, 
vigorous, and expanding States. 

If this great transaction could be suri)assed in dra- 
matic sublimity, it was surpassed when the same im- 
passioned advocate of humanity appeared, at the age 
of seventy-four, with all the glorious associations that 
now clustered upon him, at the bar of the Supreme 
Court of the United States, and pleaded, without solici- 
tation or reward, the cause of Cinque and thirty other 
Africans, who had been stolen by a Spanish slaver 
from their native coast, had slain the master and crew 
of the pirate vessel, floated into the waters of the 
United States, and there been claimed by the Presi- 
dent, in behalf of the authorities of Spain. He pleaded 
this great cause with such happy eflect, that the cap- 
tives were set at liberty. Conveyed by the charity of 
the humane to their native shores, they bore the pleas- 
ing intelligence to Africa, that justice was at last 
claiming its way among civilized and Christian men I 

The recital of heroic actions loses its chief value, if 
we cannot discover the principles in which they were 
bom. The text of John Quincy Adams, from which 
he deduced the duties of citizens, and of the republic, 
was the address of the Continental Congress to the 
people of the United States, on the occasion of the 
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successful close of the American Revolution. He 
dwelt often and emphatically on the words : 

Let it be remembered, that it has ever been the pride and the 
boast of America, that the rights for which she contended were 
the rights of human nature. By the blessing of the Author of 
those rights, they have prevailed over all opposition, and form the 
basis of thirteen independent States. No instance has heretofore 
occurred, nor can any instance be expected hereafter to occur, in 
which the unadulterated forms of republican government can pre- 
tend to so fair an opportunity of justifying themselves by their fruits. 
In this view, the citizens of the United States are responsible for 
the greatest trust ever confided to a political society. If justice, 
GOOD FAITH, U050R, GRATITUDE, and all the Other qualities which 
ennoble the character of a nation and fulfil the ends of govern- 
ment, be the fruits of our establishments, the cause of liberty will 
acquire a dignity and lustre which it has never yet enjoyed, and an 
example will be set which cannot but have the most favorable influ- 
ence on mankind. If, on the other side, our Governments should 
be unfortunately blotted with the reverse of these cardinal virtues, 
the great cause which we have engaged to vindicate will be dis- 
honored and betrayed ; the last and fairest experiment in favor of 
the rights of human nature will be turned against them, and their 
patrons and friends exposed to the insults, and silenced by the vota- 
ries of tyranny and usurpation. 

Senators and Representatives of the People of the 
State of New York : I had turned my steps away from 
your honored halls, long since, as I thought forever. 
I come back to them by your command, to fulfil a 
higher duty and more honorable service than ever 
before devolved upon me. I repay your generous 
confidence, by offering to you this exposition of the 
duties of the magistrate and of the citizen. It is the 
same which John Quincy Adams gave to the Congress 
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of the United States, in his oration on the death of 
James Madison. It is the key to his own exalted 
character, and it enables us to measure the benefits he 
conferred upon hb country. If then you ask what 
motive enabled him to rise above parties, sects, com- 
binations, prejudices, passions, and seductions, I answer 
that he served his country, not alone, or chiefly because 
that country was his own, but because he knew her 
duties and her destiny, and knew her cause was the 
cause of human nature. 

If you inquire why he was so rigorous in virtue as 
to be often thought austere, I answer it was because 
human nature required the exercise of justice, hon(»r, 
and gratitude, by all who were clothed with authority 
to act in the name of the American people. If you 
ask why he seemed, sometimes, with apparent incon- 
sistency, to lend his charities to the distant and the 
future rather than to his own kindred and times, I 
reply, it was because he held that the tenure of human 
power is on condition of its being beneficently exercised 
for the common welfare of the human race. Such men 
are of no country. They belong to mankind. If we 
cannot rise to this height of virtue, we cannot hope to 
comprehend the character of John Quincy Adams, or 
understand the homage paid by the American people 
to his memory. 

Need it be said that John Quincy Adams studied 
justice, honor and gratitude, not by the false standards 
of the age, but by their own true nature ? He general* 
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ized truth, and traced it always to its source, the bosom 
of Grod. Thus in his defeuce of the Amistad captives 
he began with defining justice in the language of Jus- 
tinian, ** Constans et perpetua voluntas jus buum ouique 
tribuendi." He quoted on the same occasion from the 
Declaration of Independence, not by way of rhetorical 
embellishment, and not even as a valid human ordi- 
nance, but as a truth of nature, of universal application, 
the memorable words, '* We hold these truths to be self- 
evident, that all men are created equal, and that they 
are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable 
rights, and that among these rights are life, liberty, and 
the pursuit of happiness." In his vindication of the 
right of debate, he declared that the principle that re- 
ligious opinions were altogether beyond the sphere of 
legislative control, was but one modification of a more 
extensive axiom, which included the unbounded freedom 
of the press, and of speech, and of the communication 
of thought in all its forms. He rested the inviolability 
of the right of petition, not on constitutions, or charters, 
which might be glossed, abrogated or expunged, but in 
the inherent right of every animate creature to pray to 
its superior. 

The model by which he formed his character was 
Cicero. Not the living Cicero, sometimes inconsistent ; 
often irresolute ; too often seeming to act a studied 
part; and always covetous of applause. But Cicero, 
as he aimed to be, and as he appears revealed in thos^ 
immortal emanations of his genius which have beea t 
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delight and guide of intellect and virtue in every suc- 
ceeding age. Like the Roman, Adams was an orat<H; 
but he did not fall into the error of the Roman, in prac- 
tically valuing eloquence more than the beneficence to 
which it should be devoted. Like him he was a states- 
man and magistrate worthy to be called ** The second 
founder of the Republic/' — like him a teacher of didac- 
tic philosophy, of morals, and even of his own peculiar 
art ; and like him he made all liberal learning tributary 
to that noble art, while poetry was the inseparable 
companion of his genius in its hours of relaxation from 
the labors of the forum and of the capitoL 

Like him he loved only the society of good men, and 
by his generous praise of such, illustrated the Roman's 
beautiful aphorism, that no one can be envious of good 
deeds, who has confidence in his own virtue. Like 
Cicero he kept himself unstained by social or domestic 
vices ; preserved serenity and cheerfulness ; cherished 
habitual reverence for the Deity, and dwelt continually, 
not on the mystic theology of the schools, but on the 
hopes of a better life. He lived in what will be re- 
garded as the virtuous age of his country, while Cicero 
was surrounded by an overwhelming degeneracy. He 
had the light of Christianity for his guide ; and its sub- 
lime motives as incitements to virtue: while Cicero 
had only the confused instructions of the Grecian 
schools, and saw nothing certainly attainable but 
present applause and future fame. In moral courage, 
therefore, he excelled his model and rivalled Cato. 
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But Cato was a visionary, who insisted upon his right 
to act always without reference to the condition of 
mankind, as he should have acted in Plato's imaginary 
Republic. Adams stood in this respect midway be- 
tween the impracticable stoic and the too flexible 
academician. He had no occasion to say, as the 
Grecian orator did, that if he had sometimes acted 
contrary to himself, he had never acted contrary to the 
Republic ; but he might justly have said, as the noble 
Roman did, " I have rendered to my country all the 
great services which she was willing to receive at my 
hands, and I have never harbored a thought concerning 
her that was not divine." 

More fortunate than Cicero, who fell a victim of civil 
wars which he could not avert, Adams was permitted 
to linger on the earth, until the generations of that fu« 
ture age, for whom he had lived and to whom he had 
appealed from the condemnation of contemporaries, 
came up before the curtain which had shut out his 
sight, and pronounced over him, as he was sinking into 
the grave, their judgment of approval and benediction. 

The distinguished characteristics of his life were be* 

NEFICENT LABOR and PERSONAL CONTENTMENT. He UCV- 

er sought wealth, but devoted himself to the service of 
mankind. Yet, by the practice of frugality and method, 
he secured the enjoyment of dealing forth continually 
no stinted charities, and died in affluence. He never 
solicited place or preferment, and had no partizan com- 
binations or even connections ; yet he received honors 
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whiob eluded the covetooa grasp of those who formed 
parties, rewarded friends and proscribed enemies ; and 
be fiUed a longer period of varied and distinguished 
service than ever fell to the lot of any other citizeo. 
In every stage of this progress he was content. He 
was content to be president, minister, representative, 
or citizen. 

Stricken in the midst of this service, in the very act 
of rising to debate, he fell into the arms of conscript 
fathers of the Republic. A long lethargy supervened 
and oppressed his senses. Nature rallied the wasting 
powers, on the verge of the grave, for a very brief 
period. But it was long enough for him. The re- 
kindled eye showed that the re-collected mind was 
clear, calm, and vigorous. His weeping family, and his 
sorrowing compeers were there. He surveyed the 
scene and knew at once its fatal import He had left 
no duty unperformed; he had no wish unsatisfied; no 
ambition unattained ; no regret, no sorrow, no fear, no 
remorse. He couki not shake off the dews of death 
that gathered on his brow. He could not pierce the 
thick shades that rose up before him. But he knew 
that eternity lay close by die shores of time. He knew 
that his Redeemer lived. Ek>quence, even in that 
hour, inspired him with his ancient sublimity of utter- 
ance. **Thi8,** said the dying man, "this is the 
END OF earth." He paused for a moment, and then 
added* " I am content.'' Angels might well draw aside 
the curtains of the skies to look down on such a 
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scene — a scene that approximated even to that scene 
of unapproachable sublimity, not to be recalled with- 
out reverence, when, in mortal agony, One who spake 
as never man spake, said, ** It is finished T 

Only two years after the birth of John Quincy 
Adams, there appeared on an island in the Mediter- 
ranean sea, a human spirit newly bom, endowed with 
equal genius, without the regulating qualities of justice 
and benevolence which Adams possessed in an emi- 
nent degree. A like career opened to both — ^bom like 
Adams, a subject of a king — the child of more genial 
skies, like him, became in early life a patriot and a citi- 
zen of a new and great Republic. Like Adams he lent his 
service to the State in precocious youth, and in its hour 
of need, and won its confidence. But unlike Adams 
he could not wait the dull delays of slow and laborious, 
but sure advancement. He sought power by the hasty 
road that leads through fields of carnage, and he be- 
came, like Adams, a supreme magistrate, a Consul. 
But there were other Consuls. He was not content 
He thrust them aside, and was Consul alone. Consular 
power was too short. He fought new battles, and was 
Consul for life. But power, confessedly derived from 
the people, must be exercised in obedience to their 
will, and must be resigned to them again, at least in 
death. He was not content. He desolated Europe 
afresh, subverted the Republic, imprisoned the patri- 
arch who presided over Rome's comprehensive See, 
and obliged him to pour on his head the sacred oil 
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that made the persons of kings divine, and their right 
to reign indefeasible. He was an Emperor. But he 
saw around him a mother, brothers and sisters, not en- 
nobled ; whose humble state reminded him, and the 
world, that he was bom a plebeian ; and he had no heir 
to wait impatient for the imperial crown. He scourged 
the earth again, and again fortune smiled on him even 
in his wild extravagance. He bestowed kingdoms and 
principalities upon his kindred — put away the devoted 
wife of his youthful days, and another, a daughter of 
Hapsburgh's imperial house, joyfully accepted his 
proud alliance. Offspring gladdened his anxious sight ; 
a diadem was placed on its infant brow, and it received 
the homage of princes, even in its cradle. Now he 
was indeed a monarch — a legitimate monarch — a mon- 
arch by divine appointment — the first of an endless 
succession of monarchs. But there were other mon- 
archs who held sway in the earth. He was not con- 
tent. He would reign with his kindred alone. He 
gathered new and greater armies — from his own land 
— from subjugated lands. He called forth the young 
and brave — one from every household — from the Py- 
renees to Zuyder Zee— from Jura to the ocean. He 
marshalled them into long and majestic columns, and 
went forth to seize that universal dominion, which 
seemed almost within his grasp. But ambition had 
tempted fortune too far. The nations of the earth re- 
sisted, r filled, pursued, surrounded him. The pa- 
geant Ti ended The crown fell from his presumpt- 
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nous head. The wife who had wedded him in his 
pride, forsook him when the hour of fear came upon 
him. His child was ravished from his sight. His kins- 
men were degraded to their first estate, and he was no 
longer Emperor, nor Consul, nor General, nor even a 
citizen, but an exile and a prisoner, on a lonely island, 
in the midst of the wild Atlantic. Discontent attended 
him there. The wayward man fretted out a few long 
years of his yet unbroken manhood, looking off at the 
earliest dawn and in evening's latest twilight, towards 
that distant world that had only just eluded his 
grasp. His heart corroded. Death came, not unlocked 
for, though it came even then unwelcome. He was 
stretched on his bed within the fort which constituted 
his prison. A few fast and faithful friends stood 
around, with the guards who rejoiced that the hour of 
relief from long and wearisome watching was at hand. 
As his strength wasted away, delirium stirred up the 
brain from its long and inglorious inactivity. The pa- 
geant of ambition returned. He was again a Lieuten- 
ant, a General, a Consul, an Emperor of France. He 
filled again the throne of Charlemagne. His kindred 
pressed around him again, re-invested with the pompous 
pageantry of royalty. The daughter of the long line 
of kings again stood proudly by his side, and the sunny 
face of his child shone out from beneath the diadem 
that encircled its flowing locks. The marshals of the 
Empire awaited his command. The legions of the old 
guard were in the field, their scarred faces rejuve- 
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nated, and their ranks, thinned in many battles, replen- 
ished, Russia, Prussia, Austria, Denmark and England, 
gathered their mighty hosts to give him battle. Once 
more he mounted his impatient charger, and rushed 
forth to conquest He waved his sword aloft, and 
cried " Tbtb d'Armeb." The feverish vision broke — 
the mockery was ended. The silver cord was loosed, 
and the warrior fell back upon his bed a lifeless corpse. 
This was the end of babth. Thb Corsican was not 

CONTENT. 

Statesmen and citizens 1 the contrast suggests its 
own impressive moral. 



the end. 
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